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- Burckhardt, T., (2001), Sacred Art in East and West: Its Principles and Methods.
Translated by: Lord Northbourne, United States, World Wisdom.
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purchased for the National Museum of Iran in 1334; the Kelardasht treasury discovered
in 1318 in Reza Shah palace including exquisite objects such as a famous gold cup and
some Sasanian silverwares, the treasury of Adineh mosque of Jawaherdeh acquired in
1330, the Sawadkuh Shirgah treasury discovered in 1334, 129 silver coins belonging to
the Sassanid and Islamic periods from the village of Islamabad and Zaid and some other
scattered objects which discovered from accidental discoveries of Mazandaran.

Conclusion

Undoubtedly, the Mazandaran region is one of the most prominent historical and cultural
regions of Iran. A look at the position of this region in the Iranian history and mythology
as well as the quality of its historical monuments and artifacts remain from different
periods attests the historical importance of Mazandaran. In the folk narratives about
Mazandaran have repeatedly referred to the discovery of historical artifacts by various
rulers which indicating their attention to such objects and artifacts. However, many of
the existing narratives are exaggerated and some time the validity of some of them is
questionable. The treasure and trove searching has historically been popular among the
people in this area, which some of them has been mentioned in this study.

In this article, we only study some historical objects discovered from unauthorized
excavations or accidental discoveries during the last two centuries until the Second
Pahlavi Period. The mean of accidental discoveries is the artifacts which discovery in
result of actions such as plowing, various constructions, floods, unintentional destruction,
and so on and constraint by related offices. The sources cited in this article are mainly are
historical texts and documents, travelogues, and press of the Qajar and Pahlavi periods.
The fate of many historical objects discovered from unauthorized diggings or accidental
discoveries is unknown. Some of these objects are scattered in internal museums or in
the foreign museums and private collections. These objects are often unorganized and
have not an obvious condition. However, some of the artifacts found in Mazandaran,
including the Gold Cup of Kelardasht and the Sasanian silverwares, are unique in terms
of artistic and historical value. In this article, we tried to explore some of the hidden and
explicit angles related to these objects. Achieving better results depends on the efforts
of other researchers.
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collecting of antiques have been prevalent among the Iranians, at least since the Qajar
era. At the time of Naser al-Din Shah (1264-1313 AH), some scattered concessions
have been granted to the various western governments for excavation in some historical
sites of Iran. In the historical books of Mazandaran, during the Islamic Middle Ages and
even in the works of ancient poets such as Omar Khayyam Neyshabouri (440-536 AH),
have been mentioned to the treasury and the legend of its discovery, which some of
them are fictional. For example, in the book of Tabaristan history, have been mentioned
to the digging of Hissam al-Dawlah Ardeshir (636-647 AH) in the city of Amol and
discovering of a woman’s skeleton. As well as it is said about the Marashians that they
seized the property of the defeated clans and people’s and buried part of it underground
and hiding another in the fort of Mahaneh-sar. This treasury was so important that
Taimur Gurkan (771-807 AH) always said that the Marashian Treasury was more than
the property of several monarchs which he had dominated over them. In common belief,
historical objects have often of a commercial and profit-making nature, and of course
many exaggerated stories and narratives have been made and discussed about it. In the
past few centuries, some of the folk tales about the monuments of Mazandaran have been
mentioned by Orientalists and Western travelers. Similar to such stories that derives
from the folk notions about the historical treasuries, is heard from the whole of Iran.
In general, the narratives related to the discovery of historical objects in Mazandaran
are scattered, but significant. This article points to the discovery of historical objects
in Mazandaran that are more relevant to the contemporary period (before the Islamic
Revolution of 1979).

Discussion

In the contemporary era, many unique historical objects have been obtained in
Mazandaran while digging in agricultural lands, road construction, landslides, floods
and so on. According to Ezatollah Negahban, before the excavations of Marlik and
Pileh-Qaleh, most of the ancient artifacts in the Mazandaran and Gilan areas were
obtained as a result of unauthorized and commercial diggings. many of these discoveries
are including of silver objects, especially silver coins. In generally regarding to the
accidental way in which such objects were discovered, the available sources do not
give much detail about them and the available references are usually transient and
sometimes ambiguous. Some of the most important artifacts or collections found
in the Mazandaran accidental discoveries that have been specifically studied in this
article include: Historical objects obtained from the cemeteries of Voraw, Ozirak and
DerooshKor all located in the vicinity of Kandlus village in Kojur section of Nowshahr
city at the time of Nasser al-Din Shah Qajar, which included pottery wares, earrings,
necklaces, beads and so on. The accidental discoveries of Konim village and Hezar-jerib
of Mazandaran which discovered by a shepherd in time of ruling of Nasser al-Din Shah
including three inscribed vessels belonged to the Islamic period, the Sassanid silver
mirror frame discovered from Chalus with a Pahlavi inscription, three Sassanid silver
vessels discovered from Sari in 1333, three other Sassanian vessels from Mazandaran
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Abstract

Having a favorable environment, the southern coasts of the Caspian Sea have hosted
human settlements for millennia. So far, as a result of archaeological excavations as
well as illegal diggings, a considerable number of ancient artifacts have been unearthed
from archaeological sites in this region. The nature of many finds from unauthorized
excavations and accidental discoveries are still unclear. These objects, generally found
as hoards, often have unknown provenance and unknown fate. However, some of the
objects, which are discovered from the Mazandaran region during the last centuries, are
unique and their analogous have never been found from elsewhere. These are the main
questions this research tries to answer: 1. given quantitative aspects of the accidental
or unauthorized finds from Mazandaran, what sorts of information can be achieved by
the study of these objects? 2.Which groups of sources can be helpful for the study of
historical objects found by accident in the territory of the Mazandaran province? In
this research, we will focus on certain historical objects from Mazandaran, which have
been discovered either accidentally or by unauthorized diggings during the last two
centuries. A number of these objects are currently kept in museums not only in Iran,
but also in some western countries. Their provenance and fate can sometimes be traced
in historical books, newspapers, travelogues and oral narratives. This study attempts to
show the necessity of reconsideration of the provenance of certain objects as well as
their historical and artistic significance.

Keywords: Mazandaran, Ancient Objects, Qajar and Pahlavi Periods, Unauthorized
Excavations, Accidental Discoveries.

Introduction
The name of the treasure and desire to achieve it, has always been tempting for some

people, even kings and princes. Treasure finding, antiques, buying antiques and
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encounter between Western and Iranian paintings. But perspective was never a problem
for them. It was Muhammad Zaman who, using perspectives in his original works,
dared and crossed the boundaries of tradition (“Sunnah”). However, he could not find a
clear answer. After him, this question was neglected and considered as a style in Iranian
painting, the so-called “Farangi-sazi”. His question, however, had the potential to be
viewed as a question of painting style, as well as the question about the larger context
of our relation with the West.

Conclusion

Iran has inevitably encountered West since the Safavid era, and its arts were no exception.
In that time, Muhammad Zaman made new experiences in painting, of which perspective
was the most problematic one. His style continued until the Qajar period among some
painters. According to some scholars, Kamal-ol-Molk eventually corrected them. But
did they make a mistake? Can art be said to be true and false? No! I finally conclude that
Muhammad Zaman’s “gaze” was lost, and today we can regard his work as a “visual
question” that helps us understand the nature of Iranian art in the modern era.
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While writing the thesis, | encountered issues that needed further study. Perspective was
one of those issues. Formerly, I had read important works such as Panofsky’s Perspective
as Symbolic Form and Belting’s Florence and Baghdad: Renaissance Art and Arab
Science, but it seemed to me that the Perspective issue in Iran had certain conditions that
had to be examined in the greater context of the nature of art in Iran. It is not possible
to describe that framework in detail here, but | would point out that at the time of the
emergence of perspective in Iranian painting, there was not even a word for “Fine Arts”
in Iran. Of course, in Europe at that time such a term had not yet been formed as well,
but the situation in Iran was different. So, there was no theoretical understanding of the
arts at that time and there was also no treatise on perspective. The issue of perspective
was important because, unlike other western techniques, the structure of Iranian painting
and western perspective were mutually exclusive. Muhammad Zaman was among the
first painters to use perspective, but as [ will explain, this use was problematic. In this

article, I will try to show how his works can be considered as a vehicle for this problem.

Muhammad Zaman and the Problem of Perspective

In some of his paintings, Muhammad Zaman has copied the western paintings. In
Persian, it calls “Farangi-sazi” (This terms means making paintings by imitating western
themes or techniques). In these paintings perspective has been used almost correctly
and shows that he was briefly acquainted with this technique. But he also has “original
works” which are more important to my discussion. In the latter works, sometimes the
perspective has been done correctly and sometimes incorrectly and unaligned. Although
these “original works” have a Persian theme, their form is a combination of western and
Persian principles. Contrary to the supposition of a group of researchers, some other
scholars have proven that Muhammad Zaman has never traveled to Italy and India. In this
article, this issue is not discussed and, instead, his remaining works are addressed. So, in
this article, five “original” paintings of Muhammad Zaman are examined: “A meeting
between Afrasiab and Garsivaz”, “Fitna and Bahram Gur”, “Simurgh appearing at the
birth of Rustam”, “Bestowal of a ring”, and Finally “Head of Iraj presented to Salm and
Tur”. I will first show that in them the structure of Iranian painting is combined with
the wrong and correct perspectives. There are two hypotheses about the combination
of incorrect and correct perspectives of these works: First, Muhammad Zaman did not
have a proper understanding of the western linear perspective, which indicates that
he had not traveled to Italy and he did not have academic education in painting. The
other hypothesis is that he, consciously or unconsciously, realized the contradiction
between the Imaginary atmosphere of Persian painting and the Western perspective,
and therefore transformed this contradiction to the image as a “question”. In this paper,
taking into account some considerations, the second hypothesis is defended. In the final
section, two issues are considered: Before Muhammad Zaman and after him. Before
him, Behzad, Reza Abbasi and their followers had provided a groundwork for the
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Abstract

Muhammad Zaman, painter of the Safavid era, in some of his paintings has copied the
western (“Farangi”) works. He has also used some of the techniques of the Western
Modern age painting in some of his original works, having a traditional theme. Among
these techniques, perspective has a great significance. In his copied works, Muhammad
Zaman has used the perspective correctly, but in his original works, sometimes the
perspective has been done correctly and sometimes incorrectly and unaligned. Until
now, some commentators have argued that the use of perspective by Muhammad Zaman
was due to a kind of incompetency and lack of academic education. In this article, in
contrast to this view, it is argued that the point about Muhammad Zaman’s correct/
incorrect use of perspective has been underestimated and therefore, there is a need to
reinterpret what has hitherto been considered as a simple inaccuracy. In his original
works, Muhammad Zaman, has arisen a question about the relation between traditional
Persian miniatures and Western painting. Hence, in this paper, by examining some of
the original works of Muhammad Zaman, this question is discussed and it is claimed
that in the absence of theoretical discussions concerning the relation between the old
and the new elements in painting, the inevitable result was the domination of Western
perspective on Iranian painting. In other words, the works of Muhammad Zaman can be
considered as a vehicle for “thinking”. Imaginary atmosphere of Persian painting and
the Western perspective are mutually exclusive, and Muhammad Zaman transformed
this incompatibility to the image as a “question”.

Keywords: Muhammad Zaman, Perspective, Painting of Safavid.
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The title of my Ph.D. thesis was “The problem of basis in theoretical Iranian art studies”.
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mystics and poets have directly pointed out, such as the military sage, and every color
has a connotation with one’s inner being and his soul, and its use in various aspects of
life has a profound effect on the morale of the people (Nasr, 2004: 5).

Conclusion

According to traditionalist scholars such as Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr,
elements such as form, color, specialization, and use of writing (in poetry form) have
played an important role in Iranian art. Iranian miniature based on the mystical and
religious beliefs of Islam does not merely portray the outward appearance of nature and,
by combining tangible and intangible forms, goes beyond material nature.

Colors have also helped to instill Islamic mystical and religious notions in their
symbolic and semantic functions in Iranian miniature. Literature, poetry, and written
works in the nomadic culture have also had a prominent place, as the word of the
revelation of the Qur’an was a written miracle in the Muslim community. Literature,
poetry, and written works in Islamic culture have also had an important place, as the
word of the Qur’an’s revelation was a written miracle in the Muslim community. The
importance of writing culture was that painting was at the service of verses, literary
poetry.

Thus, the form or form, color, spatiality and enjoyment of the text as illustrated by the
views of Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr in the Iranian-Islamic miniatures
also have more or less similar features. It should be emphasized that the above features
are common to Islamic miniatures and Islamic art, and this cannot be generalized to
non-religious and courtesy examples.
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Introduction

Pure religious and mystical thoughts in the minds of Muslim artists have led to the
emergence of a common spirit in all Islamic artworks. Like most Islamic arts, Iranian
miniature has been subject to the temporal and spatial requirements of each era and has
passed developments. Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hussein Nasr are among the scholars
whose in-depth studies of nature, why and how of Islamic art have led to theories of
Islamic art. In their works, they have described the characteristics of Islamic arts in a
mystical and religious approach, and in the meantime, they have sometimes explained
them in the visual arts, sometimes in the applied arts and sometimes in architecture.

Research Objectives: The purpose of this paper is to first study and understand the
characteristics of Islamic art from traditionalist thinkers (Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed
Hossein Nasr), secondly to compare and analyze the features mentioned in Iranian
miniature with other Islamic arts. And third, recognition of the consistency of miniature
Iran in form, expression, and meaning to other Islamic arts.

Question: The question is: Islamic miniature of Iran based on traditionalist thinkers
such as Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr on what features are similar to other
Islamic Arts?

Research Methods: The research method is descriptive-analytic and research data
(images and miniature and taking notes) to the style library (documents) collected.
Data obtained by descriptive statistics and comparisons have been drafted. Finally, data
analysis using inductive reasoning in terms of the miniature of painting, as an extension
of the total is made. On this basis, a number of the miniature have been studied and
analyzed and the result has been generalized to the whole miniature in Iran.

Identified Traces

in this article, important points are explained in a separate heading, including Tradition
and Traditionalism, the Relationship of Islamic Art with Pre-Islamic Art in Iran,
Burckhardt and Nasr’s View of the Nature of Islamic Art, the Human Position in Islamic
Art and Iranian Painting, Paint in Islamic Art and Islamic Painting in Iran, Poetry in
Islamic Art and Iranian Painting, Balance between form, Expression, and meaning in
Islamic Art and Iranian Painting, Spaceship in Islamic Art and Iranian Painting, Lack of
Views on Islamic Painting in Iran. For example: In Burckhardt’s view, the characteristic
of Islamic art is to be consistent with the spirit of Islam, and this compatibility is at least
evident in its core manifestations, such as the architecture of sacred places. Burkhardt
states: “Islamic art itself is the concept that comes from its name, without ambiguity”
(Burkhardt, 1986: 16).

Nasr also argues that the Islamic view of Islamic mysticism is “art for human” and
since man is the caliph of God on earth and a central being at this level, it means that
“art is for God” (Nasr, 2013: 291). According to Burckhardt: “Colors are the richness
of the story’s inner illumination. Because they are confronted, they are blinding and in
harmony with the harmony of the colors that we find in the true nature of the spectacle
itself (“ Burkhardt, 1986: 88). According to Nasr: Every color has its allegory. As some



34|

Form, Expression, and Meaning in Persian Miniature
Based on the Religious and Mystical Views of Titus
Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr

Hossein Behroozipour?

Received: 2019/09/23
Accepted: 2019/12/19

Abstract

Pure religious and mystical thoughts in the minds of Muslim artists have led to the
emergence of a common spirit in all Islamic artworks. Understanding the nature and
purpose of Islamic art in the last century has attracted the attention of many scholars
and researchers and their studies have led to various theories about the philosophy
and wisdom of transcendent Islamic art. Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr,
including intellectuals who use a traditional approach based on religious and mystical
views to explain what, why and how Islamic art - architecture, applied arts and visual
arts. The question is: Islamic miniature of Iran based on traditionalist thinkers such as
Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed Hossein Nasr on what features are similar to other Islamic
Arts? In this study, the visual and content characteristics of the Islamic miniature of Iran
are explained based on the religious and mystical views of Titus Burckhardt and Seyyed
Hossein Nasr and the degree of similarity of Iranian miniature in form, expression, and
meaning with other Islamic arts has been studied. Accordingly, after collecting some of
Titus Burckhardt’s and Seyyed Hossein Nasr’s theories on Islamic art and examining
several Islamic era miniatures through surveying and documenting, the data obtained
have been drafted in a descriptive and comparative method. Finally, data analysis was
performed using inductive reasoning. Based on the findings of the research, elements
such as form, color, specialization, non-representation and use of writing (in the form
of poetry) have given Iranian miniature, like other forms of Iranian art and architecture,
special meaning. On the other hand, the form, expression, and meaning of Islamic
miniature in Iran are in line with the mystical and religious views of Titus Burkhardt
and Seyyed Hossein Nasr, and these views are not only true about non-religious and
court images.

Keywords: Islamic Art, Burckhardt, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Iranian miniature, Religious
and Mystical Views.
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Exfoliation revealed that the building has three phases and several phases of
architecture: 1- The first phase consists of a primary building with local materials that
has a base of crushed mud and extensions of walls with 32 cm adobe and 8 Cm 2- The
second period, which features with interior tile decoration, dome shingle, and shingle tile
decoration. This architectural course was created due to the demolition of the original
dome and with the aim of rebuilding it by a comparative study with other monuments
in the Seljuk period. The materials used in this architectural, 23 x 23x5 cm mud brick,
which were common materials during the renovation of the building and were used only
in the dome to strengthen the mortar. In the second period of architecture, two rows of
the niche have been built in the interior of the building 3- The third phase belongs to the
contemporary era with materials of brick and cement to consolidate the main building
created in 1358 by the trustee and other residents.

Conclusion

Inthis article, Lowdaricheh chartagi is introduced with a descriptive-analytical approach
in its historical-cultural context and spatial limits and then the function and history
of this structure are explained using a comparative approach. Research results and
evidences ranging from similarity of local building materials and plan of Lowdaricheh
chartaqi with the pattern of Sasanian fire temples and Chartaqis throughout Iran as well
as Marbin and Ardestan fire temples in Isfahan, orientation of Lowdaricheh Chartaqi
opposite to Mecca, the absence of signs of Mihrab (the main element of religious
buildings of the Islamic era), The use of local materials in construction, lack of tomb
signs and the difference with rectangular vaulted tombs of Islamic period, limited
interior space of chartagi and its isolation similar to other chartaqis of Sassanid period,
presence of porches and hallways around the structure before the changes made in
1358 Hijri Shamsi and its current religious use, proximity to water resource (a Qanat is
located 60 meters West of the structure), all suggest that Lowdaricheh Chartaghi was
a construction from Sassanid period or early Islamic centuries with religious usage.
Upon the advent and spread of Islamic religion in this area, this structure has been
preserved like many other monuments because of its religious importance and status
as well as clairvoyance of Muslims relative Lowdaricheh to other religions and has
changed application as a liturgical-religious structure for newly convert Muslims and is
now a Hoseiniyeh. Muslims and is now a Hoseiniyeh.

Reference (Selected)

- Abonaim Esfahani, H., (1999). Isfahan News. Translated by Noorullah Kassali,
Qom: Islamic Science Research Center, Geography of the Islamic World (2).

- Ahmadi, A. A., (2010). “Space and Society in the satellite towns of Isfahan in
Safavid era: Case Study Moorchekhort and Ghortan.” Doctoral dissertation on
Archaeology, under the direction of Dr. Hassan Karimian, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Tehran (unpublished).



131

Introduction

Burkhart city is located in the central areas of Isfahan province. The Mountains Karkas
of Height 3000 meters north and northeast and the rest of the area forms a relatively flat
plain. The Lowdaricheh quadrangle was visited by the authors in the summer of 2014,
during the enlargement of its adjacent bypass. Upon visiting the building, the four-story
plan was built and immediately mapped by experts on the site and its contemporary
adjacent spaces and with the permission of the Isfahan Province’s Cultural Heritage
Office, some of the interior areas were peeled to identify the materials. The historical
identity of the building remains unknown to this day.

Aims and Necessity of Research: To understand the identity of the building, it was
attempted to provide a relative understanding of the history of construction and use of
the building concerning historical texts and archaeological evidence.

Questions and assumptions: The most important research questions are the time
of construction of the building and if the evidence is found and discovered and the
know- how of it’s restoration. One of the most important research questions regarding
the use of the building since its construction. According to preliminary assumptions
and with the outline of the building plan, the chartaqi building of the Lowdaricheh
of the Sasanian period and the early Islamic centuries was considered religious. This
hypothesis was confirmed by conducting research.

Method: Fortunately, with the permission of the officials of the Isfahan Cultural
Heritage Bureau, supervised by the Cultural Heritage Representation of Burkhar, the
plasterboard was exfoliated in some parts of the internal body. 3 phases of architecture
with different techniques and materials were identified, the first phase having two
different sub-phases. Finally, it is attempted to introduce the Chartaqi of Lowdaricheh
with a descriptive-analytical approach, in its historical-cultural context and its spatial
range, and then to perform comparative studies with a relative land-use approach and
dating.

Description and Introduction of the Building

The monument is Situated 60 meters west of the ruined aqueduct, which is one of the
most important water resources in the area. The floor of the building is street well-nigh
122 cm high and all Building wall 466 cm high from level to below the dome. Is Dome
height 333 cm. The dome of the Shengeh is 122 cm high. The sides of the building
vary from 470 to 480 cm. The width of the current porch is 179 cm and the base of the
base is 114 cm. According to the trustee of the building, the entrance to the southeast
of the building was blocked by him in 1358 Hijri Shamsi, which shows the entrance to
the exterior of the building. The date of blocking the northeast entrance was unclear
during the layering and visibility of the materials was found to be of the second phase
of the building’s architecture (mid-Islamic period - Seljuk period) and indicates that
The rebuilding time is blocked due to the near and unnecessary passage, and only the
opening and arch of this entrance can be seen in the interior of the building.



130

Relative Chronology and Comparative Functional
Analysis of Davazdah-Emam Chartaghi in
Lowdaricheh of Burkhar County in Isfahan
Province: A Monument from Sassanian Period to an
Early Islamic Centuries

Mohammad-Sadegh Davari', Hamed Hoseini Dolat-Abadi?,
Hasan Kamali Dolat-Abadi®

Received: 2019/10/13
Accepted: 2019/12/15

Abstract

Lowdaricheh is a neighborhood in the town of Burkhar 9 km north of Isfahan. This
monument is adjacent to the ancient cemetery, which has become a receational spot
today. The northwest-southeast direction of the momument and its plan is a quadrilateral
that later interferes. Due to its location 4 kilometers east of the historic city of Gaz
(with settlements from the Parthian and Sassanid periods), the study of this building is
important in its historical-cultural context. In this regard, while taking advantage of the
archaeological survey ofthe Lowdaricheh quadrangle, itprovided arelative understanding
of the history of its construction and it’s use and as a basis for future comparative and
comparative studies in the area, as one of the first studies of archaeological activity in
the city. The most important research questions are the time of construction and the
use of the building since its construction. According to preliminary assumptions and
with a description of the plan of the building, the Lowdaricheh building of the Sassanid
Period and the early Islamic centuries was considered to be religious. This research
has been done by examining the history of the building in historical texts, evaluating
the materials and decorative elements of the building, analyzing the architectural plan
and comparing it with other neighboring and simultaneous buildings. The results of
the research indicate that the chartagi-e- Lowdaricheh building of the Sassanid Period
or Early Islamic centuries was used by the (Zarvan-Ardashir) Fire-Temple, which was
built by Ardeshir Babakan after the capture of Isfahan at noon in (Khar) village. The
entrance of the Islam into the area has changed it from a Fire-Temple to a Hoseiniyeh
and to this day its inhabitants use it as a religious building.

Keywords: Chartaghi, Sasanid, Early Islamic Centuries, Lowdaricheh, Burkhar County
in Isfahan.
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follows: edge 52, body 3 and floor 8; From the above-mentioned pottery, 42 pieces from
the Sassanid era and 21 pieces from the Islamic era were identified. The color of the
pottery is one of the most prominent features of pottery considered in the classification
of pottery. This color is divided into three main groups of brown, pea, and red in the
Sassanian Shirkooh pottery.

In addition to the aforementioned cases, the classification of the studied pottery
of Shirkooh Naein into its fragments has also been considered. Accordingly, the rim
components can be classified into eight distinct groups. Based on the typology of the
pottery, five types were identified: Bowls, jars, earthenware, dish and bottles that make
up the largest number of bowls and jars in the earthenware collection.

Suggested Chronology of Sassanian Shirkooh Pottery

One common way to identify the presence or absence of communication between cultural
communities in neighboring areas is to compare their cultural artifacts with each other.
To relate these potteries to relative chronology, to match the samples to Sassanian sites
excavated and to have chronologies and sites found from archaeological excavations
in Iran: Hajiabad, Mellian, Abou Nasser Fars Palace, Yazdgerd Castle, Oltan Ghalasi
Dasht Moghan, Torang Tapeh Gorgan, Defensive Wall, Bandan Darges, Siraf and ete,
and out of Iran archaeological excavations of Tal Aboushrifa, Kish and Bergotiat in
Irag, Kusad United Arab Emirates. Accordingly, it was found that the type of pottery
studied in Shirkouh was most similar to the set of pottery obtained from surface surveys
of Farsan plain, Torang Tapeh excavations in northeast of Iran, Yazdgerd castle and Tall
Abusharifah in northwestern Irag. Given this, Shirkooh is one of the Sassanian sites in
the Naein region that has pottery traditions of this period.

Conclusion

Specifications of Shirkooh pottery and their comparison with different Sassanid zones
indicate the taste of Sassanian pottery in this region and similar shapes in different
periodic zones Sasanian is recognizable. Therefore, Shirkooh pottery is a local and
indigenous species that can be seen in other areas. In general, the Shirkooh region is
culturally influenced by western evidence such as Yazdgerd castle area and central
Iranian plateau, especially east of Isfahan province, Chaharmahal Bakhtiari province and
Farsan plain. In fact, based on the typological studies and comparisons of pottery with
other Sassanian and Islamic sites, it seems that the settlement is located in Sassanian and
early Islamic periods. As we know, the pottery at the end of each period is usually early
or even later in the period and does not disappear all at once, such as the area where the
Sassanian pottery of the early Islamic Times There has also been a continuing trend and
it is difficult to identify.
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Describe the Area of Shirkooh Naein

Naein, in Isfahan province, is a town located in the desert margin. Pakooh region is
one of the villages of Naein located in the northwest. The ancient site of Shirkooh is in
the vicinity of Separo Village located 6 kilometers away from the west of it. Due to its
strategic location, this region has always been suitable for human settlements. Among
the evidence which represents a Sassanian settlement in Shirkooh, one can mention
a fortress, a Cahartaq (four arches), and Soffeh (Terrace platform). Before briefly
discussing the main topic of the article, each will be briefly mentioned.

Cahﬁrtﬁq (Four arches)

The Cahartaq of Shirkooh, located in the central part of Naein, can also be placed in this
category. In 2002 (1381) the monument was listed as a national property of Iran with
the registration No. 7222 and after that, it was restored by Shah-Hosseini. The Cahartaq
of Shirkooh is a square-shaped structure with approximate dimensions of 10 meters. Its
current height is 12/40 meters, dome height is 6/10, and the internal height is 6/59.

Shirkooh Fortress

The position of this fortress is in such a way that on top of it the Cahartaq is visible and
on the other hand, the fortress is pretty obvious from the center of Cahartaq. Thus, these
two structures are not far from each other. The plan of the fortress is almost irregular
and a steep slope makes it hard to reach. The materials used in the construction of the
fortress are cobblestones for the walls, mud-brick in towers and plaster as the main
mortar of the entire building. At the interior of the fortress there is a rectangular structure
which its directions are north-east south-west and somehow overlooking the low level
of the plain and the village. Due to unauthorized excavations inside the fortress, a piece
of plasterwork was found; this piece is 16 cm long and 9.5 cm wide and its surface is
engraved.

Terrace Platform of Shirkooh (Soffeh)

Terrace platform is located at 38 7.33 N, 52 59 24 E. It is constructed at the farthest
end of the site which connects it to the mountain. The main construction material of
this Soffeh consists of cobblestones of the river. Since this terrace platform is flat and
elevated, from the top of it the fortress and Cahartaq are remarkably visible.

Classification and Typology of Shirkooh Naein Pottery Found

The Sassanian Islamic pottery of the Shirkooh area of Nain County is varied in form Data
were obtained from three Cahﬁr‘gﬁq sections, Shirkooh fortress and Soffeh. A total of 760
pieces of pottery (Sassanian and Islamic) were collected in the study of Alamdar haji
Alian. Then, during field re-examination by the authors, 80 pieces of pottery (Sassanian
and Islamic) were collected from the surface of the site; The present study was classified
63 stratigraphic fragments, typology and finally chronology. From a comparative study
of 63 pieces of pottery obtained from surface examination, the number of fragments is as
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Abstract

Pottery as one of the major handcrafts of human societies plays an important role in
rebuilding past culture and civilization. Classification, typology and chronology of
pottery are of great importance in archaeological studies. The abundance and variety
of pottery in situ has made it possible for the archaeologist to obtain the best cultural
evidence for the recognition of ethnicities and communities. Pottery documentation and
species identification is one of the technical principles in archaeological studies. One
of the less well-known areas in the archaeology of Iran’s historical period, especially
in the Sassanid period, is the present-day area of Isfahan Province in the Central
Iranian Plateau. Introduction and study of Shirkouh Naein area previously carried out
by Alamdar hajiAlian was selected for the research since it was evaluated in terms
of statistical population and type of cultural materials of the Sassanian era from both
architectural and cultural point of view.

Keywords: Classification, Typology, Chronology, Sassanian Islamic Pottery,
Epistemology, Shirkooh Naein.

Introduction

The research method is descriptive-comparative and the results have been analyzed
based on comparative studies. In fact, this article focuses on documentary studies,
especially and studying written documents and field studies. Also, using the results of
archaeological field survey, the obtained pottery was classified, classified and finally
compared with the key archaeological sites of this period, and their results were
compared.
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Conclusion

In general, this paper seeks to examine the role of environmental factors on shaping the
human ecological spaces of the first millennium in the city of Kaleibar, and finally, the
ecological factors have been survived three thousand years ago in the life of the modern
nomad tribed, are being analyzed.

Referring to the types of landscape, it should be noted that those areas which are
located closest to the Peigamchay River and its main valley, due to their location on
agricultural land, are within the average height of 1500 m. suitable climate, proximity
to the river, easy access to exchange routes, the richness of alluvial soils, forest cover
and the rich rangelands of its peripheral parts make it possible to establish permanent
habitats. The best example of these areas is in the southern half of the Peigamchay
Valley. The type of landscapes in the northern part of the city can be very difficult to
identify, but given the high altitude of this part of the city and its cool climate for half a
year, the existence of mounds, river avoidance and proximity to many springs, the rich
rangelands, along with the slight scattering and excessive corrosion of the pottery, may
be attributed to the settlers in this area. The relative results in both the north and south
sections of the study area of the valley indicate the dominance of the nomadic or semi-
permanent settlement patterns.
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how ancient settlements taking advantage of geography science, since the influence of
human and environment throughout the life of the planet has been unequivocal.

In this study, the factors affecting the formation and distribution of human settlements
and the spatial distribution were considered. A total of 72 ancient sites were identified
in two seasons with two types of settlement patterns, permanent settlement and pastoral
nomadic settlements. The method of exploration in this study was pedestrian survey
and stepwise scrolling. The whole study area of 306 square kilometers was surveyed
and scrolled. The relationship between the identified sites with the river and its distance,
height from the sea level, the proper slope of the land for settlement and its overall
environmental status were carefully analyzed.

The exploration was carried out based on maps of 1.25000, site visits and surface
sampling. Finally, the findings were analyzed in the Global Mapper program. The
study area was morphologically taken intoconsideration from the past, by the livestock
communities due to its high mountains, deep valleys and mid-mountain plains and its
placement in the nomadic tract. Because of its proximity to the valley of the Aras River,
the small Caucasus Mountains (South) and the Qara Baq of Azerbaijan, as well as the
Kaleibar Chay River, and suitable annual rainfall, it has a humid climate, the existence
of the Arasbaran forests was its most important feature. All of these factors have made
the climate suitable for a settlement of at least 3,000 years ago for the communities in
which it resides.

Field Work
The method of this study was field survey and almost all the study area was surveyed.
the majority of the sited restricted into the historic Kurgans and sites of the first
millennium BC which were obtained in the southern regions. The study of sea level
elevation indicated that almost all of ancient settlements were formed at altitudes of
1400 and 1500 meters above sea level. Slope percentages showed 5 Kurgans (first
millennium BC) less than 5% slope, 18 slope effects between 5 to 10% slope, 20 slope
effects between 10 to 20% slope effect, and slope between 20 and 30 slope effects.
And 1 effect on the slope between 40 and 50%. There is a direct correlation between
the river and the number of sites. As we move away from the riverbank, the number of
yards’ decreases, and the closer we get to the river, the greater the number of yards. But
in the southwestern part of the region the volume of sediments is higher and probably
part of the buried archeological findings. The item of Resilient lands indicates that the
topography of the river bank in the southern part due to the mahogany collision was not
necessary for settlement.

The adaptation of the modern nomadic tribes showed with the map of the identified
ancient sites. The route of the ancient nomadic nomads is somewhat in line with the
present-day route, and of course there is some change in direction.
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Abstract

The present paper is about the result of two seasons of archaeological exploration in the
southwest of Kaleibar Township in the Arasbaran Area of the East Azerbaijan Province.
The first season of archaeological exploration was conducted in 2014 and the second
season was conducted in 2016. The purpose of the first season of exploration was
salvage exploration to identify ancient sites in the area within the Peigam- Chay Dam.
Regarding the Tumulus that were discovered in the area of this dam, and considering
their incomparability in the northwest of Iran, the second season of the exploration
was carried out and in 2016, the area was re-examined. In this survey, the role of
geographical factors such as altitude, distance and proximity to the river and the springs,
the percentage of slope and access to pastures in the creation of ancient rural settlements
were analyzed. concerning the distance and proximity to the river, it was found out that
almost 95% of the ancient settlements were located 500 meters or less far from the
rivers and most of them were located at altitudes of 1400 to 1500 meters, considered
a suitable altitude for residence. In terms of slope, the settlements were created at a
slope of less than 10%. With the Geo-Reference of the map, the nowadays nomadic
roads were estimated on the map of the study area, which the sites identified on that,
the human has used the path to migrate three thousand years ago, as today’s tribes
also traverse. Therefore, it can be proven that the migration pattern has continued here
for three thousand years, and the chosen human model has been a nomadic or semi-
permanent life style.

Keywords: Kaleibar, The Analysis of Settlement Patterns, Spatial Distribution,
Peigamchay River.

Introduction
In Archaeology, reconstructing the natural environment is trivial in order to understand
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could have been places to store gifts presented to the temple by people. The existence
of a pillared hall is another redundant element in a castle because a castle is a military
structure which is invaded frequently and may sustain huge damage. Based on my
hypothesis the hall was used as a place for congregations.

The variety and quantity of graves including familial, individual, shared, and in
some case buried collected bones and skulls (similar to Changbar graves) indicate the
respectability of this structure circa mid-9" century to mid-7" century B.C.

Conclusion

Ziviyeh was on the way of frequent invasions of the Assyrian and Urartian and as it could
be considered a castle to defend, it also could be considered a temple for performing
religious rituals, being placed on hilltop to prevent plunder age. This hypothesis is
worthy of attention due to the found artistic and decorative artifacts, probably offered
to the honored resident of the structure. It may be deduced that Ziviyeh structure was
a sacred temple, where people offered gifts to in order to worship their God(s) and
honor the resident person. They buried their loved ones near this sacred place. Changbar
and Malamacha cemeteries are of these types of cemeteries which the variety of burial
methods indicate ritualistic burials.
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highlands to prevent plunder age. One of these temples is located in Ziviyeh on high
hills. So far, this structure has been considered to be a castle by researchers. Based on
new researches, considering the structure of the enclosure, its location on the hilltop
and the variety of cemeteries surrounding it, this study is an attempt to suggest that the
structure is a temple.

Problem Statement

The ancient hill of Ziviyeh has been introduced as a castle for seven decades. The
important point is the believability of this structure functioning as a castle. Researchers
may have considered it to be a castle because it was located on the way of invading
bordering governments or because it was on the hilltop. This study tries to suggest
another probability; regarding the centrality of the Ziviyeh structure and close studying
of the surrounding sites within a particular radius of 10 kilometers with due regard to the
excavated cemeteries surrounding the hill, the structure is probably a religious temple.

Goals and Objectives

The Mannaeans were frequently invaded by neighboring governments which like other
governments it resulted in construction of strongholds. Constructing other structures such
as temples alongside governmental castles was a governmental obligation. Regarding
the remaining of its structures and various golden artifacts found there, Ziviyeh hill’s
structure has more characteristics of a temple than those of a castle. If we could prove
that Ziviyeh’s structure was a temple, we might be able to change the attitudes and the
approaches of Iranian archeological investigations on religious beliefs of those people.

Methodology

Historical descriptive-analytical approach has been used for this study; and by using
field and library studies the structure and its function are introduced and the data has
been analyzed and its relations to the structure has been discussed.

Argument

The Ziviyeh structure is built on an uneven area which its natural slope rocks helped
its architects. The remains consist of a stone stairway entrance surrounded by pillars,
chambers, warehouses, a pillared hall, stone benches, and a paved yard. The achieved
divisions can be categorically compared with those of Nush-i jan. With due regard
to lack of any battlements being found, primarily we may deduce that it has only an
adoptive structural likeness of a castle. It has to be mentioned that one of the most
important characteristics of a castle is the existence of battlements, which is absent in
Ziviyeh structure.

In case of considering Ziviyeh a temple, regarding where it is located on highlands, it
should have been an important temple in Mannaean era. The entrance stairway has three
pillars which are redundant in a military castle because they have decorative purpose.
Moreover, the existence of numerous chambers used to store grains and provisions, also
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Abstract

Western Iran during the first millennium had been fraught with significant incidents
in the Assyrian and the Urartian era. In this historical period, the Mannaean local
government had been frequently invaded by the Assyrian and the Urartian. Therefore,
these invasions and the need to defend the country and its national structures had
obliged the Mannaean government to construct strongholds so as to prevent plunder and
destruction. Apparently it is the time a structure is built on Ziviyeh hill which is known
to be a castle by researchers. In the present study, according to the major structure of the
building and the tombs around this site, Ziviyeh is suggested to be an important temple.
Paying careful attention to this structure and the excavated areas around the Ziviyeh
hill, it is claimed that at that time, besides constructing castles, Mannaean government
used to build some buildings for undertaking specific rituals. This must be noted that
religious rituals had always been of considerable importance for the governments. The
major question is: If the structure discovered in Ziviyeh is not a castle, what had been
used for? Explaining this, the authors have tried to hypothesize that the probable use of
the Ziviyeh structure had been religious and ritualistic circa 7" to 9" century B.C. in the
Western Iran. This study having an analytical-historical approach, using field studies
and library data, tries to introduce the structure and study data and their co-relations.
Keywords: First Millennium, Mannaean, Castle, Worship, Ziviyeh.

Introduction

In 7% to 9" centuries B.C the Mannaean, an independent Iranian government, was
located in the West of Iran. It was on the way of bordering governments of the Assyrian
and Urartian and therefore it was invaded frequently. These invasions caused the
Mannaeans, similar to other governments, to start constructing castles and strongholds
in order to survive these attacks, as well as other constructions such as temples. Due to
their locations on the way of invading governments they constructed these temples on
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seems that due to the presence of such animals in this region, they have been engraved
on the seals.

Conclusion

Thousands of years have passed and humans have been lurking for animals to feed
themselves and their offspring, trapping them or hunting them with very simple and
basic hand tools. The most important manifestation is the role of animals in their beliefs.
Totem and totem worship. According to them, their great soul has become an animal
or a bird after death, as a result of which all of them have been created from an animal
or a bird. Therefore, this animal or bird was sanctified by them, and in all aspects of
their lives, such as religion, magic, ordinary and everyday currents, especially artistic
creations, it was manifested and found a significant presence. By examining the animal
motifs used on the south-eastern lattice seals, their importance in the life of the people of
this period can be achieved. This importance has been so highlighted and valuable that
they have illustrated their artifacts. It is also possible to understand the existence of this
type of animal in its bed and environment and its functional role in providing livelihood
and subsistence economy of the people of this period. Animals whose importance and
position are rooted in the thoughts, ideas, beliefs of these people.
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animals have become an integral part of his life. This attention in the Paleolithic times
was in the form of paintings on the caves wall, which somehow created a sense of
power and superiority over these creatures, and somehow reflected his mastery over
hunting. In this way, archaic man, without writing, only made the future known to his
imagination and beliefs, instead of just visual arts. However, today’s human beings
cannot experience their ancient culture and discover their mystery. Because some of the
elements that today seem trivial and are part of human biological practices were once
sacred and divine to them. Scientists and anthropologists have different views on the
emergence, evolution, transformation, and diversity of the gods. But we can still draw a
weak line from this. It may be somewhat plausible that it has a direct relationship with
the production system and the environmental characteristics of humans in the emergence
and development of gods. From the logic of practical philosophy, man has created gods
at the shepherd stage that are different from the gods at the agricultural stage (Darwish,
65: 1355). During the Neolithic period, this dependence was inseparable from the extent
to which humans were interested in domesticating animals and using them in their daily
life (agriculture and animal husbandry). He also designed and used animal bones on his
artifacts, including pottery. And it has benefited from agriculture and commerce. During
the Bronze Age, the interest in animals was not only diminished, but also had a special
place in the way that the role of animals was performed on reticular seals specific to
southeastern Iran. Important questions that are addressed in this study are: What is the
role of the applied seals and for what purpose? The purpose of this study is to determine
the status and importance of these animals in the life cycle of these populations, and the
hypothesis is that the function of animals is essential in the economic and livelihoods
of these populations.

Animal Motifs

Thousands of years have passed, and humans have continued to ambush, trap, or hunt
for their own livelihoods and for the survival of their generation. The hunter-gatherer
thus established a long, intimate, unbroken bond with the animals through hunting, and
owed his long life to them. It is not clear to us what kind of animal that human was
feeding at that time, or what beliefs, beliefs, and beliefs they had. Our scant information
only includes the remains of bones and the kind of tools that come from ancient sites
and give a very clear picture of those communities. However, this little information
suggests that from a Paleolithic perspective, everything was sacred. “Everything that
human beings have used, felt, seen and loved, has become a holiness magazine,” says
Mircha Eliade. Therefore, even the animal, which was all human, could not be sacred
(Eliad, 32: 1372). The first evidence that we can find in the hunter-gatherer beliefs and
ideas is the paintings they left in the dark caves. And. Perhaps these paintings “were a
means of human control of the animal and of the animal being called to the hunt. In this
way, the man was supposed to first capture the prey in the depths of the cave and to take
his carcass out of the cave easily” (Asadian Khorramabadi, 58: 1358). Animals such as
eagles, scorpions, cows, goats and fish are found in the lattice of southeastern Iran. It
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Abstract

The motifs in Iranian art carry the concepts and themes that represent the worldview of
human societies; the motifs that embody the seals reflect the legacy in which the context
was created. The present study studies and analyzes animal motifs on lattice seals in
southeastern Iran; one of the most interesting phenomena of the Bronze Age cultures in
Iran is the prevalence of lattice seals in the southeast of Iran. These types of seals are
generally made of bronze as well as silver in rare cases, and various alloys made with
the missing wax method. The purpose of the present study is to identify their concepts
and themes and to identify the factors that were involved in creation of the motifs of
this period. It should be noted that these seals are made in the form of squares, circles
and triangles and include geometric, plant, human and animal motifs. No substantiated
theory has been put forward regarding the importance of substances on metal lattice
seals. Obviously, information extracted from specimens used in the lattice seals of the
southeast Iran during the Bronze Age can greatly shed lights on many of the ambiguities
in this area. From this point on, we attempt to document the various conceptual and
content dimensions of the design, based on a descriptive-analytical research method,
relying on a library study method and assuming that the design of these designs is based
on the surrounding nature and Indicates the importance of animals in the live hood of the
people in this area, we discuss and analyze. The findings of the study indicate that these
animals depicted on the seals have a significant influence on the lifestyle and status of
these animals in the religious and intellectual beliefs that overwhelm in this area..
Keywords: Iran, South East, Seal, Compartmented Seal, Animal Motifs.

Introduction
Since the emergence of man on the scene, his attention has been focused on animals.
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light brown, cream and red. There is also a wheel maker in the collection of handmade
pottery. The temperature required to bake most of the pottery has been sufficient. The
specimen of the Bronze Age is a hot dip galore comparable to the clay samples obtained
from the hills of Yannick (Burney, 1961), Burton-Brown Hill (1948), Haftevan (Burney,
1973), Gijler (Pecorlla,and Salvini, 1984), Cole Tape (Abedi, 2011), the Kohneh Tappeh
Cy (Zalaghi and Akhalari, 2007) the Kohneh Pasgah (Akhalari 2008) and the Barouj
Tappeh (Alizadeh and Azarnoush, 2002).

Conclusion

The percentage of the volume of distribution of pottery on the surface of the site
indicates that the period of dynamism and prosperity of this site has been in the era of
urbanization and urbanization, and it seems that during this period, and for the first time
in the plain, there could be a center with an area of more than 16 hectares said that the
existence of such a center in the Khoi Plain is likely to be in the context of trans-regional
trade.
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The ancient Bronze Age in the northwest is part of a widespread culture called the
Culture of Kura-Aras (Rezalou and Zaban Band, 2016: 17) or Yaniq’s Culture (Burney
and Lang, 1971: 44, Dayson, 1973: 686-7) Is known. n this regard, Dozdaqgi Khoy with
an area of more than 16 hectares of the largest settlements in the north of Lake Urmia
is related to the Bronze Age, which has cultural works of the Neolithic, Copper, Bronze
and Iron Age periods. The percentage of the volume of distribution of pottery on the
surface of the site indicates that the period of dynamism and flourishing of the site was in
the Bronze Age, and it seems that during this period and for the first time in Khoy plain,
there could be an over-the-center center Of the 16 hectares, he said that the existence of
such a center is likely to be in the context of trans-regional trade. Therefore, attention to
the above-mentioned cases, as well as the study of the status of the Dozdaqi area in the
Bronze Age, is one of the most important goals of this research in terms of the presence
of cultural materials related to the three old, middle and new bronze periods on the site.
In this research, 20 samples of the Bronze Age clay collected from the surface survey
and speculation to determine the area and privacy of the study area and typology.

The Dozdaqi Khoy Area

The Dozdaqi area consists of two parts of the east (Dozdagi area) and the western one
(Hill Dozdaqi) separated by a sandy road (Picture 1). This ancient site is located 1.5
kilometers southwest of Khoy city, in the central part and 1 kilometer north of the
Amirbiq village, in longitude N: 38.31 23, and latitude E: 44.5514 with an average
elevation of 1200 meters The water level is formed in the middle of a mid-range plain
and the fertile part of the plain on the eastern side of the Qodwokh Boghan River.
The most important bio-properties of the Dozdaqi field are as follows: the area of the
fertile and cultivated land, the amount of precipitation, the appropriate height, access
road, the presence of pastures and suitable vegetation available around the site, fuel
resources, abundant water resources and most importantly, there was a salt mine in
the east of the area. This ancient work has brought the most important potential and
conditions of economic exploitation based on agriculture, animal husbandry, trade and
cultural exchanges (salt, rock quarrying, etc.) with neighboring areas.

Typology of the Bronze Age Crystal Enclosures

In this paper, 20 pieces of samples of pottery sherd that were collected during the
speculation of the field and area of 1395 from the surface of the site were studied and
typified (Plan 1 and Table 1). The color of the pottery is varied, and in this regard, the
pottery of the collection can be divided into three groups: brown dumplings, gray dwarfs,
red pottery, besides in one color case Black beetle. In making most of the samples,
the binder is used in the mineral and the surfaces of the clay are smooth and smooth.

On two levels, most of the pottery is covered with thick or thin flowers to peppery,



Parseh Journal of Archaeological Studies

% ” 10 ” Motaleat-c Bastanshenasi-c Darsch ||

The Dozdaqi Area; Establishment of Bronze Age in
the North of Urmia Lake

Afrasiab Garavand!, Karim Haji Zadeh?, Fatemeh Malekpuor?,
Akbar Abedi*

Received: 2019/02/10
Accepted: 2019/06/28

Abstract

Khoy Plain has attracted various tribes in terms of geographical conditions and suitable
environmental capacities over the course of thousands of years, and has been the basis
for establishing human settlements in different periods. The pattern of dispersion of
the areas identified in this mid-range plain in the Bronze Age reveals the emergence
and existence of a large center called “Dozdqi”, which in this period becomes a very
important center. Dozdaqgi with a height of 1200 meters above sea level is an area
with more than 16 hectares and 24 meters above the surface of the surrounding area,
the highest prehistoric area of the plain, which is located along the permanent river
of Ghodvokh Boghan and the springs and wetlands. The existence of a salt mine as
an export commodity in this area, as well as obsidian artefacts (imported goods) in 7
different colors. The percentage of the volume of distribution of pottery on the surface
of the site indicates that the period of dynamism and flourishing of the site was in the
Bronze Age, and it seems that during this period and for the first time in Khoy plain,
there could be an over-the-center Of the 16 hectares.The existence of such a center is
likely to be in the context of trans-regional trade. In this research, 20 samples of the
Bronze Age pottery sherds were collected from the surface survey and speculation to
determine the area and privacy of the study area and typology.

Keywords: Dozdaqgi Khoy, Bronze Age, Pottery.

Introduction

The late fourth millennium and early third millennium BC, one of the most important
milestones not only in Iranian history, but also in the history of the Near East. This
period coincides with major events such as the formation of the first city government,
the beginning of urbanization and the expansion of its line.
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Findings and evidence of politico-administrative and economic documents such as
seals, seal impress, counting tokens, seal the container door and pieces of baked mud
have been found in the settlement layers of the Lapui mound.

In all from excavation of the Lapui Monud from Trench 1 in layers 04, 05 and 06,
five pieces of intact shale in type of bivalve and fragments of average length 6.5 cm
(largest) and 3 cm (smallest), width 4.2 cm (largest) and 1.7 cm (smallest) obtained.

Conclusion

The most important achievement of excavation of the Lapui mound is the identification
of archaeological deposits in the site that have been identified and classified into 20
layers and the settlement phases associated with that have been identified in the trenches
and stratigraphic sound up to virgin soil. Cultural - material remains obtained from
the excavated layers of the Lapui mound along with coherent architecture and variety
of identified functions, including workshop, kitchen, residential, and uninterrupted
settlement sequences identified in stratigraphy, as an integral part of studies Lapui mound
has been great importance in the cultural explanation of the 4th millennium BC and the
Lapui period of Fars. The variety of types of structures in the layers reflects the type of
temporary settlement with a permanent architectural style, with a coherent and intensive
architecture in the site. According to the studies, all the layers and cultural materials
belonged to the Lapui period, which dates back to the 4th millennium BC. The results
of study and analysis of the little cultural material obtained of Lapui mound indicate the
presence of inhabitants of this site during the 4th millennium BC and coincide with the
late Bakun period (new Bakun) and the beginning of the Lapui period until the middle
of this period clearly and possibly later.
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important phases of the pre-history chronology of this region and south of the Iranian
plateau. This period was named by the characteristic pottery of layer A5 of Tal Bakun
and derives from the name of the Lapui Village in the Zarghan area and was recorded in
the Fars chronology. The cultural horizon of this period dates from about 3900 to 3400
BC and fills the gap between the cultures of the Bakun and Bansh.

Necessity and Purposes of Research: The importance and necessity of excavation of
the Lapui Mound is actually the accumulation of cultural data within the archaeological
deposits that have led to an understanding of objective relationship of the material and
layers with each other, and so far this has not happened in the excavations of this cultural
period in the Marvdasht plain. The main objectives of this study are to clear up the
ambiguities mentioned above in the Lapui Period and to determine its cultural sequence
in chronology of the South Zagros and Fars cultures in Marvdasht plain.

Research Question and Hypothesis: The most important question in this research
is to study and analyze the cultural and settlement data which obtained from excavation
of mound, in order to explain the 4th millennium BC of the Fars. To explain such a
journey, the hypothesis of the achievements of excavation of this site can be stated that
the diversity of cultural materials found in the various sections of architecture and the
various cultural materials is categorical and noteworthy in some respects, identical and
close to other similar cultural sites and some are unique.

Research Methodology: In this study, we tried to utilize the results of field research
of Lapui Mound and comparative library studies. The most important method of data
analysis in this research is based on statistical methods with comparison and analysis.
By excavation of the site, significant quantities of cultural material have been obtained.
Therefore, the identification of Lapui period and cultural features of this period on the
Lapui Mound in the 4th millennium BC, based on the study and analysis of cultural data
through field studies, documentary and interdisciplinary studies begin and has been
dealt with.

Geographical Location of Lapui Mound

The Lapui Mound is located 3 kilometers south of the Kor River. Its height is about
2 meters, 140 meters’ length and 130 meters wide which cover an area of about 1.2
hectares. The mound is located 1573 meters above sea level (Abdi, 2016).

The excavated trenches in the Lapui Mound
The excavation focused on two trenches, T-1 in the middle of the mound toward to
southwestern part of the mound and T.2 in the central part of the mound.

Material and Cultural Data from Excavation of Lapui Mound

During the excavation of Lapui Mound, a total of 6249 pieces of pottery with a total
weight of 80.497 kg were obtained. According to the studies, the stone as raw material
obtained in the excavation of Lapui Mound with a variety of heated stones, small stone
decorative containers, artifacts and stone tools are mentioned.
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Abstract

The Fars province is one of the most important areas in Iran in term of pre-history
archeological studies. This region has good natural talent due to its diverse environmental
infrastructures. During the Samnard’s archaeological exploration in the year of 1972
AD, according to the identification of polished red plain pottery in several sites of the
Marvdasht plain and excavation of the Tel Bakun in layer 5A, an important period was
identified in the Fars chronological sequence which called the Lapui period. Over the
past few decades, due to limited recognition of the material-cultural characteristics
of the Lapui period and the short duration of cultural continuity (3900-3400 BC),
uncertainties such as the precise beginning and end of this period, livelihoods, socio-
cultural mechanisms, specialized production and economic remains. The variety of
cultural materials obtained has consisted of several layers of settlement, architectural
structures, pottery, handicrafts and stone utensils, animal figurines, materials related to
administrative and administrative techniques, ornamental and miscellaneous objects that
have been studied and evaluated. The present study is related to the study of cultural and
settlement materials obtained from the excavation of Lapui mound and its conclusion
is a confirmation of the cultural-settling continuation of the 4th millennium BC and the
Lapui period in Marvdasht plain which in this research has been addressed.
Keywords: Fars Province, Marvdasht Plain, Lapui Period, Excavation of Lapui Mound.

Introduction

The Kor and Syvand rivers are the important rivers in the Marvdasht plain that have been
effective in establishment of settlements and sustaining of them. There are humerous
mid- mountain plains along the course of these permanent rivers, the most important of
which is the Bayza and Marvdasht plains. The beginning of archaeological activities
and sequence identification of the Fars chronology is based more on the sounds of the
Louis Vandenberg (Vandenberg, 1952: 54-75). The Lapui period is one of the most
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