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Abstract

The primary questions of this research include the chronological and stratigraphic
situation, the cultural material features, and the cultural interactions of the Tape Gohareh
with other contemporary sites in the Central Zagros region. Based on preliminary evidence
and surface findings, it appears that the Tape Gohareh contains continuous settlements
from the Seleucid to the Parthian periods. The characteristic pottery of these periods
includes painted, glazed, kiln-fired, and plain pottery. The study of these findings, along
with other cultural artifacts from the site, indicates a cultural homogeneity between
this mound and other contemporary sites in the region. This research aims to analyze
the historical and cultural status of the Tape Gohareh and its connections with other
contemporary cultural centers in the Bagestan region and Central Zagros. The research
methodology was based on field methods and documentary analysis, where the former
involved archaeological excavations documenting the deposits and cultural findings,
while the latter included historical sources, books, published articles, and excavation
reports. The results indicate the existence of an ancient site from the Seleucid and
Parthian periods in the Bisotun and Central Zagros region. Studies on the social structure
and livelihood patterns of the Tape Gohareh communities suggest that livestock farming,
hunting, and possibly agriculture, along with other social activities such as weaving,
spinning, and pottery-making, were common in these societies. Architectural remains
from various phases of settlement, as well as characteristic pottery—such as painted,
glazed, kiln-fired, and plain pottery—were among the significant cultural findings. The
analysis of these artifacts highlights the cultural homogeneity of the Tape Gohareh with
other prominent Central Zagros sites such as the Parthian slopes of Bisotun, Sorkh
Dom-e-Laki Kuhdasht, Laodicea of Nahavand, Ecbatana and Sang-e-Shir Hamedan,
Anabhita of Kangavar, and Khurheh.
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Introduction

The ancient site of Tape Gohareh is located in the province of Kermanshah, within the
region of Bisotun (ancient Bagistana). Situated in a mountain valley overlooking the
Chamchamal plain, it lies approximately 4.5 km from the historic remains of Bisotun,
adjacent to the northern side of the village of Gohareh (Map. 1 & Fig. 1). Bagistana, or
modern Bistun, was one of the important regions of Central Zagros in antiquity, and is
mentioned by Isidore in the first century AD as a Parthian city (Schoff, 1914). Despite
numerous activities and research conducted in Bisotun and the Central Zagros region in
recent years, our understanding of certain historical periods, such as the Seleucid and
Parthian eras, remains limited. Given the significant political and historical influence of
the Seleucids in the Central Zagros during the third and second centuries BC, only a few
sites, such as Laodicea (Rahbar & Alibaigi, 2011), Ecbatana (Azarnoush, 2007), and Sorkh
Dom Laki (Shishegar, 2005), as well as scattered artifacts such as the statue of Heracles
(Bernard, 1980), an Ionic column base in Bistun (Lushe, 2006), stone vessels and a broken
stone basin from Dinavar (Ghirshman, 1971), the Kermanshah Greek inscription (Robert,
1967), a capital discovered in Shiyan, a Greek inscription in Eslamabad (Alibaigi ef al.,
2020), and the Daya Cave in Sarpol-e Zahab (Alibaigi et al., 2023), have provided us
with insights. In this light, archaeological research and excavation of the Tape Gohareh at
Bisotun, a site with cultural remains spanning the Seleucid to Parthian periods, could be
a valuable endeavor in understanding the region’s historical and cultural developments
during these eras. The key questions of this research are: What is the stratigraphic and
chronological sequence of the site? What are the characteristics of the cultural materials
from the Seleucid and Parthian periods found at Tape Gohareh, and based on the existing
cultural artifacts, what level of interaction did this site have with other contemporaneous
regional sites? Moreover, what was the social and cultural status of Tape Gohareh in the
region during the Seleucid and Parthian periods?

It appears that Tape Gohareh was continuously inhabited from the Seleucid through
the Parthian periods. The cultural remains of this era include notable decorated, glazed,
clink, and plain pottery. The study of these finds, along with other cultural materials
from the site, suggests a cultural affinity with other contemporaneous sites in the
Central Zagros region. The research on the social structure and livelihood patterns of
the communities of Tape Gohareh indicates a prevalence of pastoralism, hunting, and
possibly agriculture, as well as other social activities such as weaving/spinning and

pottery-making.

Discussion

Excavations at Tape Gohareh revealed two trenches, Trench 1 (10x5 meters) and Trench
2 (3%x2 meters), which uncovered cultural remains including architectural structures,
pottery, decorative stones, glass artifacts, storage jars, pestles and mortars, metal objects,
evidence of pottery-making activities, and the bones of both domestic and wild animals,

as well as an Islamic-period cemetery.
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The architectural remains consist of five distinct phases from the Seleucid and
Parthian periods (Fig. 2, 3 & 4). The first phase includes a floor made of plaster or lime
mixed with gravel. A 20 cm layer of ash above this floor in both trenches suggests the
possibility of a widespread fire, marking the end of Phase 1 habitation. The site was
reused in Phases 2 and 3, with more extensive and higher-quality architectural features
compared to later phases. It is likely that these communities had a higher social and
economic status compared to the societies of Phases 4 and 5. Phase 4 saw a decrease in
architectural construction, and Phase 5 shows more significant construction activities,
although only stone foundations of the walls remain. Phases 1 to 3 likely date to the
Seleucid period, spanning roughly from the mid-3rd century to the mid-2nd century
BC. For Phases 4 and 5, a middle Parthian date is suggested. Additionally, excavations
uncovered 20 graves from an Islamic-period cemetery. The animal bone remains from
the site indicate the presence of domesticated herbivores (cattle, sheep, goats, horses,
and donkeys), wild herbivores (boars), and carnivores (dogs). The economic structure
of the Tape Gohareh communities seems to have been based on pastoralism, with the
highest frequency of animal use being sheep (30%), followed by boar (22.5%), cattle,
goats, and horses (15% each), and donkeys and dogs (2.5% each) (Chart. 1).

The site’s pottery is classified into four groups (Fig. 8, 9, 10 & 11): plain, decorated,
clinky, and glazed. The plain pottery from both the Seleucid and Parthian periods shows
similar forms, with no significant differences in shape. However, finely decorated
pottery is characteristic of the Seleucid period at Tape Gohareh. These decorated pottery
pieces were not found in Parthian layers and likely date to the mid/late 3rd century to the
mid-2nd century BC. Two decorated pottery fragments were recovered from Parthian
layers, but the quality of their craftsmanship was inferior. The earliest glazed pottery
pieces at the site likely date from the late 3rd century to the mid-2nd century BC. Clinky
pottery fragments were found in cultural layers likely dating from the late 3rd century
to the 1st century BC. Pottery traditions at Tape Gohareh show a cultural affinity with
other Central Zagros sites. These pottery pieces can be compared to finds from the
Parthian Bisotun slopes, Kangavar, Sorkh Dom Laki, Laodicea of Nahavand, Ecbatana,
and the Sang-e Shir of Hamedan, as well as from Khurha Central (Kleiss, 2007;
Kambakhshfard, 1995; Shishegar, 2005; Rahbar & Alibaigi, 2011; Azarnoush, 2007,
Afshari & Nagshineh, 2014; Rahbar, 2003). Additionally, in some cases, comparisons
can be drawn with sites such as Ghale Yazdgerd (Khosrowzadeh et al., 2021), Nushijan
(Stronach, 1974), and extra-regional sites such as the Elhaei site in Khuzestan, Susa,
Pasargadae (Sharifi, 2005; Haerinck, 1997; Stronach, 1997), Failaka Island in Kuwait
(Hannestad, 1983), and the Uruk site (Petrie, 2002).

Conclusion
The findings from the cultural excavations at Tepe Gohareh suggest three distinct phases
of settlement, beginning with the Seleucid period from around the mid-3rd century to

the mid-2nd century BCE. Following this period, a relatively small settlement from the
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Middle Parthian era developed on the site, and then, possibly towards the end of the
Parthian period, a larger settlement emerged. After this phase, the site was abandoned,
and eventually, a cemetery was established on it during the early Islamic period.

An examination of the social and economic structures of the site reveals that the
communities of Tepe Gohar followed a consistent subsistence pattern throughout
the settlement phases, primarily involving livestock farming, hunting, and possibly
agriculture. The discovery of cultural artifacts such as mortars, spinning whorls, slag,
and discarded pottery suggests other societal activities, including agriculture, weaving/
spinning, and pottery production. Additionally, items related to personal hygiene,
cosmetics, and adornment—Iike small glass vessels and decorative stone beads—were
also found.

Among the most significant finds were distinctive pottery pieces from the Seleucid
and Parthian periods. The analysis of these finds indicates that Tepe Gohareh shares a
cultural homogeneity with nearby sites in Central Zagros, such as the Parthian terrace at
Bisotun, the Anahita Temple in Kangavar, the Sorkh Dom Lakki of Kuhdasht, Laodicea
of Nahavand, Ecbatana, and Sang-e Shir in Hamadan, Khorheh, and in some cases, with
Nushijan and Ghale Yazdgerd. Although some pottery pieces resemble those found at
sites such as Pasargadae, the Elhaei site, Susa, or the island of Failaka in Kuwait, and
Seleucid-era Uruk, the cultural similarities are not significant enough to confidently

discuss a broader regional connection.
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Table 1: Chronology of architectural phases at Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 2: Location of Trenches 1 and 2 (Reza Azizi, 2023).
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Fig. 3: Aerial view of Trench 1 (Reza Azizi, 2023).
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Fig. 4: Aerial view of Trench 2 (Reza Azizi, 2023).
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Fig. 5: Plan and section of Trench 1 (Chehri, 2023).
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Fig. 6: Plan and section of Trench 2 (Chehri, 2023).
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Fig. 7: Glazed pottery from the Islamic period (Chehri, 2023).
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Fig. 8: Simple pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Chehri, 2023).
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Fig. 9: Painted pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Chehri, 2023).

S/ Sekuw ylaclal Jlauw
291850 el odel awdds Susl (5Spe w)Sly lejan sladbgme , 503 55 ool Jlaw
02545 13 (WA ¢ So Je) ol odiis iyli S dalad (SO Lo (ygiamnr (5)b dield dbogro
Lo 51 45040 dods S oS clabad 15 Lo o s 5 dol cwddy Jliww ol 51 (ST 0luias 53
C3y g oy dlo Bl (69556 Bad o Jlias oyl Als | ol ai oS B unlip B
Lol g as)ls |y (SGlS'L g (gdine canpls Jliww S s bl cplovus] Lol cayly cowlio
b jo a8 canl ol Lol LIl Ky asloass o 400 51 (6)09 @m0 b 3ylge (g5l )0




9500 [] o Jow || 75 &5 Locits | dvly ool ey co\adlne || YA ||

72 93 Ygamo (LA 395 o 0000 55 (b g s (LB 5 039 0,5 U oy 51 (lake
(¥ (.J9J"> Vo yiga5) Cowl odld {>L>u| d)_lo u_>)l> 9 u_l>|d Cb_.wg.)

COVFY (o0 ) 0325545 Yol Jlaws 1Yo yyguas
Fig. 10: Glazed pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Chehri, 2023).
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Fig. 11: Clinker pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Chehri, 2023).
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Table 2: Simple pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Table 3: Painted pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Table 4: Glazed pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Table 5: Clinker pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Table 6: Islamic pottery from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Chart 1: Identified animal species from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 12: Other finds from Tepe Gohareh (Chehri, 2023).
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Table 7: Other finds from Tepe Gohareh (Authors, 2023).
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