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Abstract

The historical site of Vigol and Haraskan is located near Aran and Bidgol city in the north
of Isfahan province. The archaeological studies of the first season of this site led to the
identification of the central part of a fire temple and a small part of its circumambulation
corridor. The second season of the archeological exploration in the fire temple was to
identify other spaces around the central part of the fire temple. Archaeological studies
revealed that since this fire temple was built in the urban context, it is more important
than the fire temples that were built away from settlement areas. Beside architectural
evidences, religious elements and decorative stucco relics found in this fire temple,
the identification of several Sassanid Pahlavi inscriptions on the walls of the eastern
circumambulation corridor of the fire temple and two Ostracons added to its importance.
Pahlavi inscriptions founded on stucco plaster of the dado which are written in a beautiful
handwriting. Unfortunately, except for a few inscriptions, most of them cannot be read
and require extensive research. In this research data collection about Vigol fire temple
and its Pahlavi inscriptions was done by field methods and linguistic and descriptive-
analytical studies. The main questions of the research are: What is the content of Pahlavi
inscriptions and what themes do they include? What period of time does the estimated
date of writing these inscriptions include? Given to linguistic and archeological studies,
the placement of these inscriptions inside the fire temple, the content and of them has
religious themes, and according to their writing style, these inscriptions were probably
written in the 7" and 8" centuries AD. According to the dating of the inscriptions, it
seems that the fire temple of Vigol had a high reputation until the early Islamic centuries
and was probably abandoned forever in the first of 9" AD century.
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Introduction

Vigol ancient site has located in near Aran and Bidgol County in central of Iran (figl).
That is a vast site which covers more than 120 hectares, is currently covered with a
thick accumulation of flowing sand. Archaeological excavations in the year 2010 led
to the discovery of Sasanian fire temples in the site of Vigol and Hraskan, and the
identification of four arches and a part of the circumambulation corridor was done in
the first season of the excavation (Javari & MontazerZohouri, 2022). The second season
of excavation in Vigol fire temple began in May 2021, which was aimed at identifying
other spaces around the central part of the fire temple.

One of the most important evidences is the discovery of several Pahlavi inscriptions
on one of dados and two walls which covered with ocher in the western corridor. These
inscriptions, in addition to providing some religious statements, help us to identify
the existence of the fire temple.In the procedure in the first stage, the found Pahlavi
inscriptions were read, and along it, they were compared with archaeological and
historical evidences. The number of inscriptions identified in this fire temple are six,
but three of them are readable. Also, two pieces of written pottery (Ostracons) were also
identified, which are still not readable due to high erosion.

The second season of the excavation of the fire temple was dedicated to the four-
arched doorways (char taqi) of the fire temple on the north, east and west sides(fig2). In
the next step, the exploration focused on identifying the spaces of ambulatory corridors
in the north, east, west, and south sides around the four arches of the fire temple.
Archeological studies as well as historical evidence about the fire temples led to the
recognition of several architectural phases in this religious building. The second phase
of the architecture of this fire temple is related to the porticoes built in the east of the
fire temple and the third architectural phase is related to the period of the change of use
of this fire temple in the Islamic period, when some spaces of the fire temple, such as
the northern and western gates and the gates in the eastern corridor, were blocked with

mud brick walls.

Inscriptions
A total of six inscriptions have been found on the walls of the eastern ambulatory
corridor in the southern part, of which three inscriptions have been read. Among the
six identified inscriptions, two inscriptions are on the eastern wall, one of these two
inscriptions is written on the northern dado and the other is written on the upper part
of the southern wall on which has an ocher cover. Four other inscriptions were written
on the western of the southern part of wall of the eastern circumambulation corridor in
front of the inscriptions on the eastern wall which all due to erosion are not readable
(Fig3).

Inscription No. 1 located on the western wall is considered the clearest inscription

in this collection, which is written on the stucco plaster of the wall with a legible and
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well-written script that is in five lines(Fig5). The text of the inscription was read by
Professor Dieter Weber, a specialist in ancient languages, which is as follows: The text
of the first inscription, according to the transliteration and reading of the inscription, has
repeated and practiced writing the word “wrote” (nwbsht), which can be fallowed this
word in other Pahlavi inscriptions. A number of thin pieces of plaster of this dado of
the eastern wall of the Eastern ambulatory Corridor, which contain Pahlavi letters, were
identified during the excavation at the side of the floor of this corridor(Tablel). These
thin gypsum pieces are part of the dado of the wall and contain several connected words
and part of a legible and sometimes indistinct letter, which are written on the plaster
using black ink with a pen, just like the original upper inscription. In terms of the dating
of inscription number one and other inscriptions, according to Professor Weber, who
studied this inscriptions, this writing style of Pahlavi script belongs to the late Pahlavi
script, in other wise, to the early Islamic period, almost equal to 7th 8th centuries AD
are relate.

Inscription No.2, this inscription is written in one line, which probably reflects a
religious theme(Fig 8 ). The text of the inscription says: “(donated) to $ad ruy baxt
Azarmugh”; in another sense, “it was charmingly presented to Azarmugh”. This
inscription is of special importance because it contains the name of a Zoroastrian priest
of this region in the Islamic period, “Azarmugh”. This evidence also tells about the
existence of Zoroastrian religion in the early Islamic centuries in this region and the
insistence of the residents of this area to preserve this religion.

‘L §’tlwdbht ’clmwk

0 Sadroybaxt Azarmog

Inscription number three, which is written in two lines, is still not possible to provide
a consistent reading and translation due to erosion and lack of clarity(Fig 8 ).

1 KR MNW wit’y Y ZNH ... I’d

2BYN ...... Klyt...-b’k wlt’y Y ZNH

The phonetic writing of this inscription is as follows. In this inscription, there are
words that include some illegible words and some Huzvaris, which are as follows: (KR”)
with the reading of “har”:(evry); (MNW) with the reading of “Ke, Kes”:(which); (BYN)
with the reading of “andar”:(in,inner); and (ZNH) with the reading of “en”:(this).

Conclusion

The discovery of Pahlavi inscriptions in the fire temple of Vigol, in addition to the
linguistic and grammar value in the field of linguistic studies and the Pahlavi lines of
archaeological importance, is a great help for further understanding of the fire temple
of Vigol as a fire temple with the rank of Adran, which is in the rank of local fire
temples. The first important point is the place where these inscriptions were written
in the fire temple, all of them were written in the eastern circumambulatory corridor

in the southern part, on the stucco plaster of the dado of the western wall and on the
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ocher cover of the upper part of the eastern wall. It seems that due to the location of
the porticoes as places related to religious ceremonies in the east of the fire temple
and the role of the Eastern circumambulatory corridor between the interior of the fire
temple and the porticoes, this corridor has gained more importance and is a suitable
place to insert religious inscriptions. In addition to including statements of religious
nature and Zoroastrian tradition, the inscriptions help us in determining the historical
and archaeological chronology of this fire temple. Based on the studies, according to the
writing method and the type of pen, these inscriptions were written in the early Islamic
centuries, which prove the religious persistence of the Zoroastrian community in the
region until the early Islamic centuries on the other hand, the inclusion of the name
“Azarmug” as a Zoroastrian cleric (Mubed) in the early Islamic centuries in central Iran

is of particular importance.
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Fig. 1. Location of Vigol and Haraskan sit (Javari & MontazerZohouri, 2022: Fig 1).
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(Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 3. Location of the Pahlavi inscriptions on the eastern and western walls in the Eastern

circumambulatory corridor of the Fire Temple (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 4. Location of the Pahlavi inscriptions number 1, 2 and 3 on the eastern and western

walls of the Eastern circumambulatory corridor (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 6. Pahlavi inscription number one (Authors, 2019).
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Table 1. Thin and broken pieces of plaster with Pahlavi letters identified under inscription

number one (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 7. Bitumen was found on the floor of the eastern circumambulatory corridor below

inscription number one (Authors, 2019).
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Ay (gl sy alan | Y0o |

o) dlodges aalllaa |y Koy 808l (g5 lay (slaansS a8 (B Hlas 4 s L
o2l -3loats ()85 (87 p90 5 o) (s9%e it U ptis (18 SLoj 850 50 Lvaas
od (oShasl (s 0198 L5 0S5 oyl 48 35l o gy 48 ] (gt sl 455
9 i 3529 L adlato (ol )3 dmely Sl anisly (o ¥lg jLzel gliz e g 0392 E95 80
Oobe (S S 1 job doda bals L plebanil Olyel L asd S0 (sla sl
adlie jlgen Spd (B 950)d Fl Sy 9 ogte loxd 5l el (ol asless
1)) 6y 4 485 31 e olns iy S qulie yolis . ensl 33Lo 55 (5 diilas dnlllas 35
bolsr gl oaliad liwlss ot (ol )5 (bl )o a8 0 9)bg) (Slhol (25 b dasy (051,
A8 by ol 4 10,8 SLET] Lnllo ety oliilysl 5 53,8 ciblyo el .50 Uy el
ATV 5 VoA YTV 6y 330) e diiSS gl ly Lo a8l caiiSS yaaml 5 0SS Ty oanS ) blabianor
Lyl (gl iSiaitsS b ity dnols &S consl o0lidl 3Ll 55 03 55 (0ls, eyt Lo
cs08) Wlodges o aSiasl yaslo (yibgy g (i) S Lads 10 g (e gl ol cB oy
Salol 3 bt bl § 5yl (Laolis, (YOF-YDS § YFY (AF-AD SA-AY (FO-55 1\ YOA
dns & (adyen s 0851 Yansl oSl ol 48 ol Cllae ol LS ool 19,3
00S Hsdde g Lalad 3 (g3lwdgdue 4S cawl odis coglrol (60)3)8 Slhss iesuiwd
e oyl (gl dalal yo s ddos (ol 3l saiiSdgdume (slaylesd s yo (B8 pde yolis
325 0805l 258 g0 ly2g Adad (sl ISl cogem L (raBigyzd s ¢y Jolgl 50
el 00B Sypte diwond (gl

) S dzu

Slalllae 55> )5 (550 9 (b ol Gl yrogde SS9 Sl )0 (ssloy (slodns oS
Sy Sl g calin (ol cwlisplinl coenl Ghls (oloy boas g byl
SBlyb copaly 1o Sen a8 ol saSiisl o LaansS ool 5)B0 Jome e ppeo 4SS
B Giso 38 ity (59 3 9 s )lsed S BBy 1 s B 50 B
loieds Lo 3lsy ol b (6818 4 a5 L — JUESPURRY IR WS S O Y PO
et it il o (s3yaly by i 5 03551 355 )3 (b e L L) 55 0
iy i § (i canle U laoy)liS 7 )0 jogile Laanss  cowl odss  dde sladnsS
U ang b casd S go clallbe bl aoles o code e sa8isl ol bl bl
(reBisyz p3d 5 Jol 8) (oSl piansis 19y 8 50 LS ol o B 95 5 ()80 8oty
5 039 odms] puians 49y 8 L5 ddlate i) drels 00 s Wge aS wilods )55
58550 0ll 0o eodlasl Al 19,8 )0 ) doge S plgie s (ga3dh L 50 50800 5]
M‘)‘J)P)J uoL> LrM.on‘

aolislid

4 gk i)y 4 55 (lallusy) Ny b ponydyS) ey (VTAS) (lolis b isyd T -
3550 100 sl (Sl s 1anliclly g lonnis ey e cbgilsl (5 pgn b
el Sy Gy Laalllo



| yoy | s g 5008 ke

:oltg ool iatio (ygolod days (Jgl ada L gy GeaS T LYY Gy g -
e wllawl

(045 pi 1 ylyes ‘ny doo i.o:-); RN\ 52 (OWYYY) (o o Sol e 6y -
50 s ye modaall Al o] Syi ol 10 B (o

u‘)_e‘.} cdﬁ.ﬁ)‘ u.»AJ‘J%JM_w C_.\Jua.’ u\5_>> (WYYY) ‘Lo)_nyh\.\_w cu;Lwl.Q.HdJag‘) -
) g

Q\JS“QA -((0—%5 u.:&_w }l 9_3 ‘ﬁﬁgj‘ 5)93).&.3) O&A‘)‘)) .(\\:00) 6\-\_2_?50 56)3—&‘5)&'&&0 -
NUV-YVA :(VWV) ‘M>\g G”\“”Q\'“"\"

- Azarfaranbagh Farrokhzadan, (2007). 4 narration by Azarfarnabagh Farrokhzadan
(a treatise on Zoroastrian jurisprudence attributed to the third century AH). Transcription,
Translation, Descriptions and Dictionary of Hassan Rezaei Baghbidi, Tehran: The Great
Islamic Encyclopedia Center, (In Persian).

- Balazori, A. Y., (1995). Fotuh al-Boldan. Translated by: Mohamad Tavakol, Tehran:
Noghreh (In Persian).

- Boyce, M., (1995). History of Zoroastrianism. Vol. 1, Translated by: Homayoun
Sanati Zadeh, Tehran: Toos Publications, (In Persian).

- Boyce, M., (1987). “Ata §”. In: Encyclopedia Iranica, edited by: E. Yarshater, vol.
I, Fasc. 1, 1-5. London and New York: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

- Boyce, M., (1968). “On the Sacred Fires of the Zoroastrians”. Bulletin of the School
of Oriental and African Studies,31: 52—68

- Boyce, M., (1975). “On the Zoroastrian Temple Cult of Fire”. Journal of the
American Oriental Society, 95: 454-465.

- Boyce, M., (1979). Zoroasirians, their Religious Beliefs and Practices. London:
Routledge and Kegan Paul.

- Bucharlat, R., (1985). “Chahar Taq et Temple Du Sassanide: Quelques Remarques”.
In: De Lindus aux Balkans, R. J. Deshayes (ed), Editions Recherche sur les civilizations.
Paris: 461-478.

- Bucharlat, R. & Lecomte. O., (1987). “Fouilles de Tureng Tape”. Les Periodes
Sassanides et Islamiques. Editions Recherche sur les civilization, Paris.

- Javeri, M., (2012). “Archaeological Site of Vigol”. Gamaneh, 2: 43—54. [in Persian]

- Javeri, M. & MontazerZohouri, M., (2022). “Vigol and Haraskan Fire Temple:
Archaeological Evidence About the Veneration of Fire in the Center of the Iranian
Plateau During the Sasanian Period”. IRAN. https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rirn20/0/0

- Kaim, B., (2002). “Un Temple de feur Sassanide decouvert a Mele Hairam,
Turkmenstn Meridional”. Studia Iranica, 31 (2): 215-230.

- Khosravi, Sh.; Alibeigi, S. & Rashno, A., (2018). “The ossuary of the Palang Gerd
fire temple: New evidence of Zoroastrian funerary practices during Sasanid period”.
Studia Iranica, 47: 51-73.



Ay w\;.:;o\;..;\eg\.s\b.a| Yoy |

- Montazer Zohouri, M., (2021). “The Tomb of Gour: A New Model of an Old
Tradition”. Parseh Journal of Archaeological Studies 5 (17): 191-218 (in Persian).

- Rahbar, M., (1998). “Decouverte D’un Monument D’Epoqu e Sassanide A Bandian,
Dargaz (Nord horassan) fouill es 1994 et 1995”. Studia Iranica, 27/2: 213-250.

- Rahbar, M. A., (1999). “Dargaz”. (Khorassan): découv ertes de panneaux de stcs
Sassanides. Dossiers 'Archéologie, 243: 62 - 65.

- Rahbar, M., (2004). “Le monument Sassanide de Bandian, Dargaz. Un temple du
Feu D’aprés les Dernieres Découvertes 1996-98”. Studia Iranica, 33 (1): 7-30.

- Rahbar, M., (2008). “The Discovery of a Sasanian Period Fire Temple at Bandiyan,
Dargaz”. in : D. Kennet, P. Luft, eds., Current Research in Sasanian Archaeology, Art
and History. Proceedings of a Conference held at Durham University, November 3
and 4™, 2001 organized by the Centre for Iranian Studies, IMEIS and the Department of
Archaeology of Durham University. Oxford, Archaeopress: 15-40.

- Ravandi Al-Qasani. R., (1955). Divan. edited by: Seyed Jalal Al-din Urmavi,
Tehran: Majles (in Persian).

- Qomi, H. M., (1979). History of Qom. trans. by: Hassan b. Ali b. Abd Al-Malek
Qomi. Qom: The Great Library of the Grand Ayatollah Marashi Najafi (in Persian).

- Schippmann, K., (1972). Die iranischen Feuerheiligtiimer. Berlin.

- Weber, ., (2007). Einige Bemerkungen zur Palaeographie des Pahlavi. In: M.
Macuch, M. Maggi and W. Sundermann (eds.). lranian Languages and Texts from Iran
and Turan, Donald E. Emmerick Memorial Volume (IRANICA, ed. M. Macuch, 13),
Wiesbaden: 433-442.



