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Abstract

Sassanian seals and sealings were used in all levels of society and administrative
organizations during historical periods, including the Sassanid era. They have played a
significant role in our understanding of various historical aspects of this period. Among
the motifs carved on Sasanian seals that reveal the beliefs of their owners, the image of
women as an important population of Sassanian society is also engraved on the seals.
Seals inscribed with female motifs are considered important sources for analyzing the
position of women in this period and reflect society’s attitude towards this group. This
article aims to investigate the motif of women on Sassanian seals by introducing a
seal from the Bu-Ali-Sina Museum in Hamadan. Through library studies and direct
observation of the seal, the Authors discuss the symbolic aspects and interpretation of
the inscription on this seal, describing the female motifs present. The question raised
is the relationship between the character on the seal and the owner. To what extent
does the inscription reflect feminine concepts? Seals engraved with the motif of women
were likely owned by women, indicating their individual independence and social status
during that period. While women in the Sassanian period were less involved in business
and politics than men, the presence of seals with female motifs demonstrates their
acceptance and legal position in the administrative and economic affairs of the time.
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Introduction

Seals are considered one of the most significant discoveries in archaeological
excavations, shedding light on the mysteries of the past. Seal motifs provide insight
into the cultural and civilizational evolution of different historical periods. On
pre-Islamic seals, motifs depicting women engaged in daily activities, as well as
symbols related to mythology and religion that reflect the social status of women,
hold great importance. Alongside these depictions of women, images of animals like
dogs or scorpions are sometimes carved, suggesting the religious and mythological
significance of women. Women in pre-Islamic times were often associated with the
queen or goddess of water, Anahita. The main objective of this article is to explore the
significance of the motif of women on Sassanid seals, using a seal from the collection
of the Bu-Ali-Sina Museum in Hamadan as an example. By analyzing the motif and
inscription on this seal, the article aims to address the connection between the motif
and the seal’s owner, as well as how feminine concepts are reflected in the inscription.
However, due to the unknown origin of the seal, establishing its exact chronology

poses a challenge.

The Motif of women on Sasanian seals

The image of a woman in Sasanian seals is a symbol of the queen or goddess Anahita.
Her role in these seals is in the form of a profile, half-length, standing in awe of a
woman with a long and fringed dress as a symbol of the waves of the boundless
waters, similar to Anahita’s tunic while raising her hand and holding a lotus branch in
her hand. In some seals, the image of the queen is engraved next to a man, either the
king or the wife of the woman. The queen and the king face each other in profile and
look at each other. Sometimes a tree can be seen among them, which is a symbol of
the tree of life. (Brunner, 1979: 47). In the motifs left on Sasanian seals, a woman is
depicted as giving thanks and to show her marital status, she is either holding a flower
that is a symbol of offering to the gods or she is holding a ring that shows her marriage
contract. Sometimes the female figure is shown as a person holding a royal crown in
the air and dancing (Brunner, 1978: 61). The role of a woman on Sasanian seals is
sometimes seen next to a child in sitting or standing positions or while holding the
child in her arms. It has been said that these kinds of seals belonged to the Christians
of different parts of Iran, in which the role of the woman was the symbol of Mary
and the child was the symbol of Christ (Mesbah Ardakani and Dadvar, 2008: 179;
Brunner, 1979: 42; Harper, 1978: 145). In most of the Sassanid seals depicted with a
female figure, the name of the owner of the seal appears in the inscription around the
female figure. (Mohammadifar & Malekan, 2013: 5).
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A Sasanian seal with a female motif at the Bu-Ali-Sina Museum in
Hamadan

The seal, with registration number 4635, is made of Soleimani agate and measures
18 mm long and 8 mm wide, weighing 3.3 grams. There is a crack in the right margin
of the seal. The image on the seal depicts a standing woman, possibly wearing a
cloak, looking to the right. She has long hair and is holding either a flower or a bird
in her hand. Below her hand, a ribbon hangs, potentially a belt around her waist. Her
dress appears to be shaped like a tank at the bottom, tight on the leg, and flowing to
the ground like boundless waters. The motifs of the moon, star, and flower or bird
are significant on this seal, along with the motif of women. The seal under study
bears an inscription on the margin indicating the owner’s name (Hu-rdy) and family
relationship (son of Hu-dén), suggesting that the seal likely belonged to a woman.
Symbols like the star, flower, and dove, associated with the goddess Anahita in Iranian
mythology, further support the idea that this seal was owned by a woman in Sassanid
society.

Interpreting the seal inscription for research purposes, the text on the right side of
the main seal reads from 1 o’clock to about 6 o’clock. The inscription includes the
words “Ho Roy” and “Ho Din,” which may be a title or name. The suffix “an” at the
end of the second word indicates a relative connection. Based on the Middle Persian
script and seal morphology, scholars suggest that this seal likely dates back to the late

Sassanid period.

Conclusion

Seals are crucial sources for understanding the history and culture of ancient Iran.
The variety of carved patterns on seals from the Sassanid period provides valuable
insights into the religious beliefs of that era. The motif of women on these seals,
whether alone or paired with other symbols, highlights their significant social status
in Sassanid society. Women, particularly court women, who owned seals were
actively involved in commercial and official matters. The presence of feminine
motifs on seals challenges the perception of women’s limited roles in business
and politics during that time. The motif of a woman alongside a child emphasizes
family values in Sassanid society. Additionally, attributing certain female motifs
on Sasanian seals to the goddess Anahita underscores her importance in religious

themes of that period.
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Fig. 2: Profile of a woman with the clothing of the goddess Anahita on a Sassanid seal (https://www.britishmuse-
um.org/collection/object/A_1880-3503_1).
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Fig. 3: The image of the queen next to the king on a Sasanian seal (https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/
object/A_1880-3501&1533164001)
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Fig. 4: The motifs of men and women in Sassanid era with the concept of marriage (https://www.britishmuseum.
org/collection/image/425635001).
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Fig. 5: The motif of woman and child on Sassanid Mehri (https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/ob-
ject/A_1880-3503_1).

ol 5 s Byl LS 33 o 52551 p sy s 4 i Sl sLage 251,

ol eaSlo o 1y Lo Sl o 48 el oael (DOxXt) () 85l LadusS oyl 51 By 50 ol

loasle 51 o5 s (ol Kiod) pL Lages ol sl S o0 phelae 05 S basgs e

9 @L.ul.w :\Lulw)l.:\.fol,,zg (<J9|).¢Jm)| S)}_g)aln» 9 ((&.3[.3 )\)Lo» sc\_;l.:.o PR aS ouel cujLwL,u
.(Mohammadifar & Malekan, 2013: 5) cwl «SGby ohasd 31 (S6 b i on




| Yy | ity g gy

Compinel 5y 52 45 313095 1) K pU sl 8595 (6523551 55 sbage sl S
4l ¢ ypo 5 D9 g0 (19485 Sliayl 850 33 5 Cnsl 0 008 sy d s S sy
(Sygmas) Cawl odi 00uS YL el g cdow wlals (asls Gl L ases wygod
odi S (py> (655b st dLanaSle dSLe Sy (solen S jpe Blybol j5 (Vo \YAS
) .(Lukonin, 1967: 218) c.cw!

G984 Glato pies 0l 48350 ol Bainaglas lubs lage 51 (32 12 0Ly @900 sugas
(padix3a) « jlisoby 45’ Aol lyer 4 5laito Yoomo (laypo (yuin cawl 004 Hlodsloyu
LS Gl comt clanl g (SelB madge Lol .ocaly jolad] (sais e sasles
sl plool gl o3Lioly .(Brunner, 1979: 38) wiesls (dudag kadagbanug) 4515 55 eolgsls
2138 BasiSiee 51 (S (S8 sloolyhB )3 390 (ySae gl teaily 5Ly (Solgls jpe an 095
(SFATYY cdaglesl) disly

e U e gr 550 55 0 dolo (W U o0

A goye gy VA dobods (slawka gdie iz 51 F270 (5 loit 0 (5 jo95) 1o
2 (55 gar 1> (5055 S ) Cas Al )3yl ppS YUY 0y L e oo
D)5 o cmly o 9 ol 4B IS] jBed 4 GL_M; |)_Q>Uo aS aad o glis eoliwsl edl>

S ol lisl (6)las 5l cawd yo3.0)15 (sloas s b J§a9_> Cawd 30 9 ylo wil [T u_,Lm,o
3 et il )3 4 (g5 ol il i 35 oS 0 45 el saipeS AL YLass!
0258 G1)S o2 SOl Bt 4 e 59y B g 00 S5 gl Blaw Jomo )2 48 sl JSCs gloyos
aS ol ol 13l ype ol 5o o s ;LS )0 0a5n b 8s o5l cole gl . cml ouis
Dg o dxs o Lol )o Lol ooles pudlie 4o dods joba

ORR9T2 2590 s S ALo RIS (b3
ks o baye o5 s 40 ol 48 e Sl 1 ) Ly ol yoguas (Sussey ol (el
LS 98 el ()L L bLsy 150 (gl 9 bl iy Jeole g 9yl ehsnd |y il 5 (S5 ole
£5500 5| g Lol s 4t by slvgyd g oyl dlos oy 53 ¢ ioydl Byglal 5 03]
o315 ab 0390h g 03, ole 4 g8 dbhas ol 29 5l (slavplasl 51 (ogls oLS 5507 5,0
590l VEY WYY (i ¢ ) Bjg0l) Wit Sloul cblges dged plo s 5 9 s puitwss
L) ol.é’a&lg LSL“EU 59y u_db Sais ole o (<p_§\.g .)/.f.))',g» by 3100 AYAD « 5yguain

.(Brunner, 1978: 128) cwl ou]}_,,s Lmo)lfc,o):’uo 90,85 Boyls 13 i od dled )]
SS9 bll ggeine (Sh1o g coronl 35l o jogat )LiS)s o)l (s 10yl (i
329y g i 8yl Hlaa e g jo ol (b b copyy 8yl dled 55 0yl !
ly JlwSias 553 5 cawl Bl jopmw 395 48 (i 50 ;LS )0 (Ag) 5 (SS)glcany
o Slolu 31 13 (g 53 0yl g ol SLad (FVEY VWAY chicusgl) el odol camd o oSl
Sl 3)90 50 .09ub 00 6000 5 (g 310y o30S g L dSw (5 (SISl 8y50 yo ceisly 0yl
P53 diyed g oyl g ole L S a50s Hall e aSiw (59 (I olyendy 0yl g olo 5
Brunner, 1978:) 3> syl Saayd 1o SleS claags blsd;l Lol coenl 5l oLlis  sloke

(128
Lyl 55 oylyan Lo JS tcusl ol y jlians Lok pim 55 IS dylo i 1 S8 s
bl oles adY .50 oo oolawl imSiiu ¢lgisds 5 asloder wdde olisidyy oo



m)\iwmo\:..a\eo\.sm| “A |

bl yo y3ls 8. (Brunner, 1978: 115) cewl (6y9,L sles ,Ul g zlaoyl bl o ol
Bivar,) cowl coiiy) opd b dass 8510485 (cpublul porie 50 5 (Siuole s Luall S oles (oS
00081051 yej CByxo yB9ls (cramn puboluol 13 yuis o <(VoF VWAD ¢ Gyguate g 49015 £1969: 25
u_>bf}(9.«m LRIy oLe‘.? sl ((0“9)73}‘» el u_i;,;al,o dles (gau Lngo”b_wl).) 9 0Ju
ol a3l IS s o eSOl oS 5l plite 53 (59 9 I o o 535k 5
35 599 5)-9’_9,a Sy>ge (iniole ype d5ged )0 8l 8 pdldcund j3.(BYD \YAS (45)ls)
Wogy e ol 30 48 ol lausxe 5 486l ol @5 A L(AY=F DV YAS (oud) cowl odi odnline
pines 5 5L oo ;3 48 IS ol syl -5l oo asye Lieall (cssbopol 4y S o
S o gt pas )3 g ol o pBe A8 Cnl wpiygs 5l (goled Db o Ay gyE
Foskes sl (Sye o g0yl (S35 (591 iyl sy dles ko (ol bl 5
.(Brunner, 1979: 42-48) ccwl JleS 5 by ypdae (2l s cloply slaSy 8o cowds
il lays |y dzmi &S s s L s gy dmid Winizas lusiisell 3| 5
YYD YA ol ol ol sla Sios 5l (soles b Lol (cosbojpl 51 (goles 35 carinloass
slaSialige 1 39250 yolas L wls caws jo 548 Sluls slaoge 55) 0L yugbas
(Yoo :\YVA ;68 <Brunner, 1979: 4) cowl dunlio L8 ol

93595 5 0 yguods o8 Ll yim yd el Lea bl olyan 45 gloasy sles I REVPPN-Y
bosye Gite ©93bonl b 35S (SUsn sbolisl )5 058 0 00088 uguaian (gl JSB4y (28
ol 0l oo ddl 35 55 st ilsre ds bl 10,800 (B 51 (gl dle 454uS
2 oggtle s (O ATAS (o lg) 4305 0 (o sk Al (ogspr sl 595 Loises,
i o 9 415 o (hayly yalas ) yesslls Lol 1o a8 ol (giim bl 3l y3kie LialiT ,LiS
99t (AAY=AAA VYA (0,8 T g Cign) ol 5 (cols 5 (o) LIS aSlo c(gig0) it
poen 515 03359l 093 (pagllo JS 0y 393 lgol Ypams 3513 (coges ol s sl
ohb pBlna aS aal o jlods pin i L (ola conlo gyl sl olal yo Lagys
bl Juad 5Ll ales ]y jlo ao ugglls (13555 cala |y jlo S cpad g 5,5 o soLas
ol y230L (wggllo (195 4S5 0yl 392941y y3Lo ol ogslle (aSile diz wim > il 0
leyd b woslls byl i vi sdy dnlgs o 5 4S9 acdd 395 0ljgms o jo 1S
il sd gglb and Sakine Lin )5 el an g B o L Sl g La Lo 5l (o
5y13) el LY 30 ol U yeblol ity 15 005y oyl g 1S o Unel gy ool 5 sl oo
(OYS-OYY :\YAS

B3 2)90 o duiS (ulgs
asS ol 0 el £ el 29 U S cusln 51 Lol e o]y o 0 ppo dusS (50,8

g £90 3)‘9 L;l.e(".}l)d an .ol uw FL’ L» u‘?.a.c ASDM).O.» (29 9B) 9 ((59) 9R) E)|9 99

8 (B0, 5) L e 99 8590 st g laniiianl 5 j2lg5 1) Jou>
Tab. 1: Reading and transcription of the seal of Bu- Ali Sina Museum (Authors, 2023).
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Fig. 6: Bu-Ali Sina Museum seal with a woman motif (Photo by: Mohammad Naghi Seyedi tabar).
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