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Abstract

Although seals are considered in more studies of art history, they can be an essential
source for studying the socio-economic situation of ancient societies. The seal studied
in this article was found during the Authors survey Gohargoosh Tepe with one of the
local guides from the village of Fattahabad, Delfan County, Lorestan province, in the
soil from looter digging part of the Tepe. Stylistically, the cylinder seals comparable to
this seal were previously found in various areas in the western part and even in central
Iran. This article attempts to answer questions concerning chronology and stylistics by
studying and comparing the stylistics and iconography of the Gohargoosh seal with
comparable samples. The other goal is to investigate the role of Ellipi in the first half
of the first millennium BCE in Pish-i kuh and the potential relevance between their
appearance in the region and the Assyrian seal case study in this article. By studying the
Gohargoosh seal from various aspects, this seal likely belongs to the Iron Age II and
from the ninth to the seventh centuries BCE, and its style is related to the Neo-Assyrian
era, which can reflect the increased interaction between Iran and Mesopotamia after a
dark and obscure period in the Iron Age I.
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Introduction

Relations between Iran and the Assyrian Empire increase sharply in the 9th to 7th
centuries BCE. At this time, the Assyrians annexed large parts of western Iran to their
empire. If we do not consider account of the cuneiform texts regarding the presence
and domination of the Assyrians in western Iran, only a small number of archaeological
finds can be pointed to long-term relations or the presence of Assyrians in the region.
(Reade, 1995; Curtis, 2002; Radner, 2003; Alibaigi 2019). Recently, during a visit to
Gohargoosh Delfan hill in Lorestan province and the Central Zagros, an Assyrian-
style cylindrical seal was founded, which may lead to the relations between the Central

Zagros and the Assyrian territory.

Gohargoosh Tepe

We know many settlements of the first millennium BCE in the Nurabad region that
Gohargoosh is one of the largest. Considering that many Iranian Iron Age specialists
recognize this region as part of the Ellipse realm and Assyrian written sources discuss
the connections between Assyria and Ellipse (Medvedskaya, 1999; Grayson et al. 2014:
334; Grayson and Kirk, 1996), the study of the findings that provide clues to these
connections can be exciting. This Tepe is located at the perimeter of Khaveh plain, 1.5
ha wide and 18 meters high (long 47.93932696 and lat 33.97512114, elevation 1700
ASL). Gohargoosh has been identified for the first time by Clare Goff, and according
to the genre of Lorestan pottery, she has suggested the date of Iron Age II and III to
occupation in this site (Goff, 1968: 107). In the survey of 1999, Garajian has pointed
to the remains of Neolithic, Iron Age I, II and III, Parthian and fifth and sixth centuries
AH in this site (Garajian et al., 2005: 47). In the Authors’ field inspection in 2021, the
cylindrical seal investigated in this paper is found in the soil of one of the dig pits of

Gohargoosh Tepe.

Cylindrical seal

This seal is 2.3 cm high and 9 mm in diameter. It is made of faience, with a hole in the
center of its length to pass the string. The seal impression represents two birds with open
legs and wings and open-ended beaks that convey a state of conflict between two birds.
The legs, body, neck, beak, tail, and wings are engraved by lines with feathers attached
to them, and in some cases, by pressure. The front legs of the birds are separated, and
the back legs are close to the frame line at the bottom of the design, and at the top of
the left bird is a semicircular form close to the frame line (Figure 2). The birds have the

exact similarities, and petty differences are symmetrically engraved opposite each other.

Stylistics and Dating
An executed design of great and probably monster birds on the seals of the eighth and
ninth centuries BCE has been typical since dating to Shalmaneser III (858-823 BCE).
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For example, seal No. 1 in Figure 3, from Nimrud’s excavations, representing a group of
great monster-like birds (Parker, 1955: 104). This seal, comparable to the Gohargoosh
seal impression, comes from the North-west palace of Nimrud, probably Sargan II (722-
705 BC) level, and Parker dating it to the Sargon II reign (Ibid). Another seal impression
comparable to the Gohargoosh seal is a seal from Palestine, Level IX Baisan (Beth
Shan), made of faience and represents a procession of birds, strutting, with wings raised
(Figure 3: 2) (Parker, 1949: 31). A cylindrical seal in a personal collection in Los Angeles
(Figure 3: 3), closely paralleled to Gohargoosh seal, showing the quarrel between two
birds. The style of this seal is also Assyrian and dating to the 9th to 8th BCE.

Furthermore, in some sites excavated in Iran, such as the Surkh Dom-e Lori (Schmidt
et al., 1989: 413), many cylindrical seals comparable to the Gohargoosh seal have been
found. Schmidt seals No. 4, and 5 figure 3 of Surkh Dom-e Lori have been classified
in Neo-Assyrian linear-style cylinder seals from the 9"-7" centuries BCE (Ibid, 416).
From phase 7 and layer D of Goran in Hulailan valley, a seal impression on potsherd
founded above floor level from the top of the T2 wall. The scene shows two complete
figures and parts of two more (figure 3). This seal impression referred by Thrane to
Neo-Assyrian linear-style cylinder seals and dated to about 800 BCE (Thrane, 2001:
87). Moreover, there are several comparable seals to the Gohargoosh seal in the ancient
Iranian Museum (Figure 3. No. 6, 7, 8, 9). These seals, attributed to the Qazvin region
along the Silk Road, dated to the Iron Age III and are considered local seals influenced
by the Assyrian style (Saed Mucheshi, 2015).

Conclusion

According to analogies of Stylistics, iconography, and chronology, the Gohargoosh
seal is closely comparable to seals of Mesopotamia, western Iran, especially Pish-i
Kuh Lorestan, and even the central plateau of Iran. This seal has a Neo-Assyrian
style from the 9th-7th centuries BCE (the end of the Iron Age II and III). Unlike
stagnation in both writing and archaeological evidence Iron Age I, regional and trans-
regional interactions increased in the Iron Age II, especially with the Mesopotamian.
Gohargoosh seal, an Assyrian-style seal, could have found its way to the region through
trade, war booty, or population movements in such a context that we are witnessing
an increase in Central Zagros interactions with neighboring areas. In addition to the
importance of the Gohargoosh seal in art history and stylistics, it represents a socio-
economic organization and presumably of regional and even trans-regional controlling
economic and commercial management system in the late Iron Age II and Iron Age III.
The development of such an economic system can consequence of the rise of the Ellipis

power in Lorestan Pish-i Kuh.
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Fig. 1: The landscape of Gohargoosh valley and Tepe, view from north (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 2: The Cylindrical seal of Gohargoosh Tepeh (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 3: Some Neo-Assyrian style seals comparable to the Gohargoosh seal: 1- The seal yielded from Nimrud
excavation (Parker, 1953: Plate XV), 2- The seal yielded from Baisan (Beth Shan), Level IX (Parker, 1949: Plate
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Mucheshi and Tali, 2010: 90-91).
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Fig. 4: The seal impression yielded from Tepe Guran (Thrane, 2001: 87).
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Table 1: Characteristics of Gohargoosh Tepe pottery (Authors, 2021)
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