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Abstract

Urmia lake basin is one of the most important cultural basins known in the archeology
of Iran and has had a significant contribution in the historical and cultural evolution
of northwestern Iran. Urmia plain and its surrounding heights have a special place
among them. Due to the favorable environmental conditions in the Iron Age, important
settlements were formed in the Urmia Plain. So far, forty-seven sites related to the
Iron Age III (850 to 550 BC) have been identified in this plain that classified in the
two parts of the settlement sites of the plain (39 settlement sites) and the defensive
castles around it (8 castles). Among the forty-seven sites of Iron Age III (850 to 550
BC), thirty-two sites were formed on previous settlements and fifteen sites were formed
for the first time. Among the thirty-nine settlement sites belonging to the Iron Age 111
of Urmia Plain, thirty-one sites with an area between half and five hectares are small
villages and settlements. Three Sites are between five and ten hectares and three Sites
are between ten and fifteen hectares. The two site of Goy tepe and Dizaj-Takieh, with an
area between fifteen and twenty-four hectares, are considered among the large sites of
Iron Age I1I of Urmia Plain. The distribution of ancient sites in the studied area is not the
same, and among the thirty-nine settlement sites that have Iron Age III layers, a limited
number are located in the higher areas of the western, southern and northern belt, and
the absolute majority of the settlements are located in the flat plain of Urmia. Most
of the settlement sites (about 76%) are less than a thousand meters away from water
sources and rivers, and this shows that the water factor is the most important factor in
the location selection of settlements in this era. During most of this period, Urmia region
was considered one of the Urartian states. The results obtained from the analysis of GIS
maps show that despite the pattern of Urartian settlements, which tends to settle and
administrative management in mountainous and higher areas, the main and residential
settlements of this era were formed in the lowland and their management was only in
Military forts were located in higher peripheral areas.
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Introduction

Urmia plain is one of the fertile areas in the northwest of Iran, and therefore it has been
the focus of human societies from the past until now, and the evidence left behind, such
as numerous historical hills, testify to the establishment and exploitation of this plain
in different prehistoric times. And it is historical. Even though the archeology teams
have investigated the Urmia plain in the past and identified important sites, but most of
them only identified and registered the sites And they have not provided chronological
and analytical information related to the trajectory of the formation and expansion of
Iron Age III sites And this issue has caused the failure to present a detailed map of the
pattern of settlements and the state of the sites in this period. Therefore, studying the
state of settlements, their formation and expansion can be effective in understanding
the cultures and settlement patterns of this period in this great plain. The archeological
survey of Urmia Plain was conducted with the aim of identifying and investigating the
ancient sites of the Iron Age III and also studying settlement patterns in two seasons in
the fall of 2019 and the spring and summer of 2020. The present article, by examining
the sites of Iron Age III in the Urmia plain, studied the formation and expansion of the
sites according to variables such as height above sea level, water sources, distance and
proximity to rivers and vegetation And based on their size, they are ranked and finally,
it analyzes and reconstructs the regional landscape of Urmia plain in the Iron Age3 and

the environmental patterns of the settlements of this period.

The text of the article and the main discussion

The beginning of the Iron Age III in the important settlement areas of northwestern
Iran, including Hasanlu, has been determined following the massive fires that occurred
at the end of the Iron Age 2 and led to the destruction of the settlements of this period.
Chronologically, this era coincides with the emergence of a new pottery phenomenon,
which Young (Young 1965:70) called the new Buff Ware horizon, that appeared in many
sites in western Iran. Based on this, in the northwest of Iran, especially in the Urmia
lake basin, the Iron 3 period has been introduced at the same time as Hasanlu layer
3. Urmia Plain, as the largest plain on the western shore of Lake Urmia, witnessed
extensive changes in the first millennium BC. The importance of the Urmia plain, and
its location at an important crossing in the first half of the first millennium BC, has
caused the attention of the governments of Urartu, Assyria and even Manna. Urmia
Plain in the Iron Age III due to these favorable environmental conditions, especially
the flow of permanent and abundant rivers, numerous springs, suitable and fertile land,
rich pastures and abundant hunting, has received more and more attention and received
a significant population. A population that relies on agricultural livelihood more than
anything else, and the location of settlements has been done near stable water sources
and main rivers And these places have been chosen according to the topography, slope

and type of soil so that water supply to the land can be done easily and also have
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fertile soil. Among the forty-seven sites of Iron Age III (850 to 550 BC), thirty-two sites
were formed on previous settlements and fifteen sites were formed for the first time in
this settlement period. Among the thirty-nine settlement sites, thirty-one sites have an
average area between half and five hectares, six areas have an area of between five and
fifteen hectares, and two areas have an area between fifteen and twenty-four hectares.
Among the four major settlement and non-settlement sites of this region, namely Goy
tepe, Bari, [smail-Agha Castle and Dizaj-takiyeh, two sites of Ismail-Agha Castle and
Bari Castle are located in the mountainous areas overlooking the Urmia Plain And as
fortresses and defensive fortifications, and two settlement sites, Goy tepe and Dizaj-
takiyeh, have served as the central places of the plain. By looking at the distribution
map of the settlements of this era and paying attention to geographical variables such as
distance and proximity to water sources, agricultural lands and the size of the areas, the
pattern of settlements in the region can be determined. Most of the sites are formed in
the plain. Considering that water has always played an important role in the formation
of these establishments and is considered an important indicator for their analysis, It is
obvious that the flat areas and near permanent springs and rivers have been given more
attention by these tribes. The higher areas of Urmia region have fewer settlements.
These settlements can be considered as seasonal settlements, because they were forced
to leave the place immediately when the amount of water decreased. Therefore, it seems
that the permanent settlements are mainly formed along the permanent rivers. Other
geographical variables such as distance and proximity to fertile and suitable agricultural
lands and altitude above sea level are effective in this increase in population and

settlements.

Conclusion

Among the 187 hills and historical sites identified in Urmia Plain, forty-seven sites from
the Iron Age have been identified. Two pottery traditions have been identified, including
the Urartian pottery tradition and the local pottery tradition with simple Buff Ware with
the influence of late Manna pottery. In addition, suitable environmental conditions have
made the Urmia plain one of the main agricultural areas of Azerbaijan, so that this
area is considered one of the key areas in the development and population increase in
the northwestern plateau of Iran (Biscone 2003:167). Settlement patterns in the Urmia
Plain, including residential settlements in the bottom of valleys and low plains and
close to fertile lands and water sources, especially permanent and abundant rivers in
the region and the creation of fortresses and defense fortifications in the higher parts
and on top of the rocks. The establishment of residential centers in the Urmia plain
was done during the dominance of the Urartu in the alluvial lands of the plain And the
main military centers have been built in the form of strong fortresses in the surrounding
heights of this plain and The small sites in Urmia plain, which are less than nineteen

sites and their size is less than three hectares, are residential units and small villages that
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were engaged in agriculture And other settlements of this era in the Urmia plain, which
number up to eighteen settlements, are between three and fifteen hectares in size. And
they are managed by two large and central sites, Goy tepe and Dizaj- Takiye. Therefore,
according to Chrystaller’s model, Goy tepe, as the largest settlement site in the Urmia
plain, controlled the central and northern sites of the plain, and Dizaj- Takiye, in the

second place in size, controlled the southern sites of the Urmia plain.
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Fig. 1: Location of Urmia city on the map of the country ‘$§§888¢
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Fig. 2: General distribution of Iron Age III sites in Urmia Plain (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Tab 1: Table of general characteristics of Iron Age III sites in Urmia Plain (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 3: A part of the defense fortifications of Bari Castle in the north of Urmia Plain (Authors, 2017).
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Fig. 4: The perspective of Ismail Agha’s Urartian castle in the west of Urmia plain (Authors, 2019).

Slylas g Joe pwliis yliwl dawgs b .(Renfrew & Bahn, 1991: 36) cowla ol 51 (puSams
55 lllas glgs ey adae ool 51 (S0 a8 0508 bbbl yls ;S0 pole 51 Slgly
4y JOlg3 oo 48 ol lacdlay adassl gylyiiwl (o8 colalllas .3y0p (gl yiuml
Sl e sl Siog g 03lusl colus coslalllas (ol 0gs e 5 bl o Molas sl
s s w.a.as‘b.)b 9 4.3[5-.)9) dsle u_:lbw L, 9)5\:\)&) L: Lbu] U_JLAQ :\.‘a.:‘) codb s Ll
Syl g L Juo 3l eolatuwl (leo gl 33 .(0AY AYAS odlide) dad o )8 wwyp Oyg0 1y g




i ” AY " eyl gl Ll 5 oy sl g (sbemmagsls ||

OF0Y (oo y15) dnld 8 dals 51T o] puas Jlins digod 28 yguas
Fig. 5: Sample of Iron Age III pottery from Qiz Qale Castle (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 6: Sample of Iron Age III pottery from Tepe Makki (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 7: Distribution of Iron Age III sites in Urmia plain based on height above sea level (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 8: Diagram of elevation classes of Iron Age III sites in Urmia Plain from sea level (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 9: Distribution of Iron Age III sites in Urmia plain based on distance and proximity to water and river sources

(Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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Fig. 10: Diagram of the distance of Iron Age III sites in Urmia Plain from the river (Khanmohammadi, 2021).
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