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Abstract

Today, architectural heritage management faces many challenges due to the extent
of assets, limited financial resources, development threats and change in concepts
and social values. Accordingly, comprehensive principles are essential for integrated
management and conservation prioritization. Most developed or developing countries in
the region have reached a logical framework for the classification of immovable cultural
heritage as an instrument for management and conservation, But in Iran, an independent
policy and approach in this field has not been presented yet. This study tries to develop
theoretical concepts in the field of classification system by reviewing the constitutions,
national guidelines and experiences of countries of the common cultural field of Iran
in East and Central Asia. The main question is the types of approaches, Classification
levels and how to evaluate the assets in the decision-making process in the countries
of the region. Due to the subject, the research approach is qualitative and with the
method of documentary study, first, policies and actions are reviewed and regulated and
then the content analysis done by descriptive-interpretive and comparative. According
to the research findings, achieve an appropriate mechanism to prioritize the level of
conservation for the implementation of integrated policies in order to raise awareness of
local communities and economic participation, respect the rights of private owners and
facilitate future decisions, has been the main aims of classification. Architectural heritage
classification in case countries is done with a Managerial- Conservative approach in a
specific system. In this process, after comprehensive identification and listing, based on
criteria of Cultural Significance, Historical and Architecture importance, Outstanding
Values, Uniqueness, Authenticity and Integrity, Aesthetic features and at risk, by the
advisory committee in the presence of government officials, experts and stakeholders,
level of assets is evaluated and determined. Finally, classification is considered as a
tools to explain the management approach and level of conservation.
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Introduction

Architectural heritage, like biology, requires an integrated and centralized organization
system and pattern for classification, given the wide and diverse range of assets. Iran has
many cultural properties from prehistoric period to modern times that are difficult and
intricate to manage and protect based on the current situation. Despite the passage of
more than one hundred years of modern cultural thought in Iran, to date, no independent
policy and approach for classification of immovable cultural heritage has been presented;
while most developed or developing countries in the region have reached a logical
framework in this regard.

One of the main challenges that led to the formation of this research is the lack of
appropriate tools to create a unified procedure in decisions and conservative measures.
This study tries to help develop knowledge in the field of management and conservation
by review, survey and analyzing constitutions, guidelines, policies and experiences of
countries with a common cultural sphere with Iran in East and Central Asia. Achieving
the aims, approaches, evaluation process and criteria for classification of architectural
heritage in other countries in the region is the main purpose of this study. The two main
questions of this research are: 1-What policies and approaches have the countries of
East and Central Asia used in the system of management of assets and classification of
architectural heritage? 2-What is the level and process of decision-making in evaluating
the classification of the architectural heritage of these countries? This research has a
qualitative approach and the method used is descriptive-interpretive. Research data have
been collected and organized through documentary studies and have been evaluated by

interpreting and analyzing the content.

Identified Traces

Japan is a leader in the classification of heritage among the countries of the East Asian
region, and the Republic of Korea has largely followed its policy. Tangible cultural in
Japan are first divided into two categories, “national treasures” and “important cultural”,
and then national treasures are divided into two groups: “architectural heritage” and “fine
arts and crafts”; finally, architectural heritage is classified according to a “Designation
System” at three levels: national, regional and local. South Korea first classifies its
heritage into three levels: national, provincial, and local, and then categorizes each into
different groups. Thus, South Korea’s cultural heritage is classified into five levels based
on national, provincial, or local significance, period of construction, and location, with
intangible, tangible, movable, and immovable heritage.

China lags behind other countries in the region in terms of classification due to
many challenges such as the large number of assets, political conflicts, as well as rapid
development. China’s architectural heritage is classified into three levels of protection,
including national, provincial and local, and unclassified assets are listed and registered

only to inform the Authorities of the location and type of the assets. Hong Kong, in
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a specific process and according to an administrative system, classifies architectural
heritage into three levels, including: Grade 1: Buildings with outstanding features and
competencies that must be maintained; Grade 2: Buildings with special qualifications
that are protected selectively and on a priority basis; Grade 3: Buildings with relative
competencies that will be desirable to protect and if conservation is not possible, other
methods and tools can be substituted.

The policy of management and protection of architectural heritage in Turkey and
Egypt emphasizes the implementation of laws with international standards and the
promotion of world heritage sites as tourist destinations and the use of existing capacities
such as local councils, endowments, municipalities and the private sector. In these
countries, decisions on classification are made by interdisciplinary advisory committees
at the regional and national levels. The Government of India considers classification to
be a subset of the categories “economic”, “cultural” and “environmental” and considers
this policy to be in the interest of society and the people. Indian architectural heritage is
classified into three levels: One: Buildings of national or historical significance. Two:
buildings of regional or local importance and Three: Important buildings for the urban

landscape that evoke architectural, aesthetic or sociological features.

Conclusion

The process of architectural heritage conservation includes inclusive activities
that the provision of management tools can greatly help to prioritize and facilitate
actions by responsible Authorities and the community. Therefore, it would be
useful to develop logical principles for classification of architectural heritage by
reviewing the experiences of other countries. According to the research findings,
achieve an appropriate mechanism to prioritize the level of conservation for
the implementation of integrated policies in order to raise awareness of local
communities and economic participation, respect the rights of private owners and
facilitate future decisions, has been the main aims of classification. Architectural
heritage classification in case countries is done with a Managerial- Conservative
approach in a specific system. In this process, after comprehensive identification
and listing, based on criteria of Cultural Significance, Historical and Architecture
importance, Outstanding Values, Uniqueness, Authenticity and Integrity, Aesthetic
features and at risk, by the advisory committee in the presence of government
officials, experts and stakeholders, level of assets is evaluated and determined.
According to the structure of laws and policies in East and Central Asia,
architectural heritage works are classified into three levels: National, Provincial

(state, city, and region) and Local (municipalities and councils).
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China (© Chen Yingjie, 2019).
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Fig. 2: “Rampa Temple” is an example of Grade I architectural Heritage of India (© Archaeological Organization
of India, 2019).
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Tab. 1: Goals, Policies and Approaches, Classification Criteria of Architectural Heritage in the Countries of the Asian

Region (Authors, 2021).
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Tab. 2: Levels and Classification System of Architectural Heritage in Asian Countries (authors, 2021).
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1. Robert Pickard

2. Classification

3. Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties, Law No.214, 30 May 1950
4. Designation System

5. Registration System

6. Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA)

7. Cultural Heritage Protection Act No.15639, 2018

8. State-designated cultural heritage

9. City- or Province-designated Heritage

10. Cultural Heritage Resources

11. State Administration for Cultural Heritage (SACH)

12. “National Emphatic Cultural Property Protection Units”
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13. “Historical Celebrated Castle-cities of China”

14. Islamic Tombs (01/12/2019), Chen Yingjie, Quanzhou Maritime Silk Road World heritage Nomination Center:
whec.unesco.org/en/documents/180647

15. Yuan (1271-1368)

16. Ming (1368-1644)

17. Qing (1644-1911)

18. Statute for the Preservation of Scenic Spots, Points of Historical Importance, and Articles of Historical, Cultural,
and Artistic Value.

19. Qinghua

20. Cultural Relics Law, 1982

21. Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, 1976

22. Declaration Monuments

23. Grade Buildings

24. Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO)

25. The Leisure and Cultural Services Department

26. Antiquities Advisory Board

27. Step-by-Step approach

28. Architectural Services Department (ArchSD)

29. Handbook of Conservation of Heritage Buildings, 2013 (CPWD)

30 National Policy For Conservation For The Ancient Monuments, Archeological Sites And Remains, 2014 (NPC—
AMASR)

31. Historic Significance

32. Historic Integrity

33. Historic Context

34. Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961

35. Ramappa temple, India (14/03/2019), ASI: whc.unesco.org/en/documents/182793

36. Charter for the Conservation of Unprotected Architectural Heritage and Sites in India, 2004

37. NOUH Guide Concerning Buildings of Peculiar Value

38. Law No. 144/2006
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Journal, 9 (4): 2907-2916. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.asej.2018.10.002.

- Act No.15639., (2018). “Cultural Heritage Protection Act”. Cultural Heritage Ad-
ministration of Korea. English statute is provided by the Korea Legislative Research In-
stitute. Retrieved from: https://law.go.kr/LSW/IsInfoP.do?1siSeq=203735&viewCls=en-
gLsInfoR&urlMode=englsInfoR&chrCIlsCd=010203#0000 (access date 2/25/2021).

- Agency for Cultural Affairs., (2009). “Preservation and Utilization of Cultural
Properties”. Retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lists of National Trea-
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