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Abstract

Waghf'is one of the oldest and most valuable human heritages that has been widely used
among all ethnic groups, religions and civilized nations of the world and in different
periods of Iranian history and has had lasting effects on societies. The issue of Waghf
and its formation and function have had a long history in the city of Ardabil. The city
of Ardabil has had strategic and geopolitical value in terms of geographical location.
During the Qajar period, although Ardabil did not have the prosperity and glory of the
Safavid period, but people, especially Shiites, paid much attention to that city and until
the end of the Qajar period, they went to visit the tomb of Sheikh Safi. The religious
nature of Ardabil, especially as the origin of the head of the Safavid sect of Sheikh Safi
al-Din and the location of his tomb, has had a great impact on the role and function
of the Waghf tradition in various religious, cultural, social and economic dimensions.
The present study was done in a descriptive-analytical manner. To this end, libraries
and archival documents and Waghfnameh were studied, reviewed and analyzed in the
General Directorate of Waghf and Charitable Affairs of Ardabil province. The present
study seeks to answer the question: what socio-economic functions did the tradition and
institution of Waghf have in Ardabil during the Qajar period and what were the amount,
types and uses of Waghf in Ardabil? The analysis revealed how the socio-economic
functions of Waghf have been influenced by socio-historical events and intellectual
currents of the Qajar period. Due to the religious nature of Ardabil, religious Waghfs
are the most common items in Waghfnameh. In addition, Waghfs have been given to
those people who have actually needed them. Also, new intellectual movements and the

familiarity of Ardabili Waghf doers with new ideas, including constitutionalism, have
had a significant impact on the types of Waghfs.
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Introduction

The institution of endowment as an institution rooted in the history of Iran dates back
to before Islam (Ahmadi, 43:1391). In the ancient period, Iranians paid attention to
following their religion and doing good deeds and especially taking care of the poor
in the society and to maintain the fire temple. have had offerings and endowments
(Salimi Far 1370: 52). Waghf literally means imprisonment. Current charity is usually
interpreted as endowment. Waghf'is defined in Shari’i terms as confiscation of principle
and surrender of benefit (Obeid Al-Kabisi, 1995: 64, Office of Scientific Cooperation
and Elite Affairs.... 2015: 39, Qurashi, 1996: 236). What is meant by “confinement of the
object” is actually separating the endowment from the property of the waqif and keeping
the object from transfer, and the owner will no longer have any rights to that property
(Saadat Mostafavi and Sedghi, 1393: 67). The economic definition of endowment can
be considered as a change in the use of resources from individual exploitation to social
benefit for the present and future generations (Mesbahi Moghadam et al., 2010: 99).

Awqaf played a very important role in the life of the cities and it spread so much that
a special court was established for it, which is known as “Diwan of [hbas” or “Diwan of
Awqaf” (Abdul Sattar Osmani, 1376: 83). In the turbulent years between the extinction
of the Safavid dynasty and the establishment of the Qajar dynasty, many properties
were either taken over by the government or turned into private properties (Lambton,
1363: 128-124). In the traditional Qajar system, most of the civil institutions, even if
the people involved in the government were the founders, functioned in the form of
endowment and relied on a stable endowment system.

Question and Hypothesis: Considering the importance of endowment documents
and the lack of attention to them, the present research seeks to answer this question:
What process did the tradition and institution of endowment in Ardabil go through after
the establishment of the Qajar period and the religious, social and economic functions of
this institution within the scope of What were the developments during the period under
investigation and what was the impact of current intellectual currents on endowments?

It seems that the functions of the endowment were influenced by social-historical
events and intellectual currents of the Qajar period, especially the constitutionalism
movement. With the spread of new knowledge and the intellectual transformation of
the society, endowments in a new style were created, and this process was created in
the constitutional period by creating endowments such as the endowment of a bath,
the endowment of land for the construction ¢« expenses for the needy patients, and the
establishment of schools in a new style and... new dimensions and It is applicable.

Research Documents: In this article, 84 dedication letters have been studied and
analyzed The endowment letters were obtained from the document center of the General
Department of Endowments and Charitable Affairs in Ardabil province, exclusively in
Ardabil city, and their file numbers will be mentioned in the references. In the following,
the endowment letters will be discussed and analyzed based on issues such as religious,
economic, social functions, the gender of the Waghfs, trustees, and the social status of
the Waghfs.
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Analysis of Endowment Documents based on the Gender of the Benefactors
Explaining the role and social status of Ardabil women in the endowments of the Qajar
era because it refers to the explanation of the presence of women in various political and
social arenas in the Qajar and Pahlavi eras, which is important. Among the studied Waghf
letters, there are 11 Waghf letters related to the Waght by Ardabil women According to
Table 4, from the beginning of the Qajar period to the 1960s, we can see the expansion
of the presence of women donors among the studied samples. It seems that in the process
of the constitutional process, Iranian women also try to achieve their natural and social
rights and engage in a wise and wide-ranging struggle in many ways and emphasize the
realization of their demands in the social, cultural and political fields (Afari, 1377: 5).
The process of describing women in the studied area has a forward tone, in accordance
with the general trend of the country, and it indicates that the tradition of women’s
endowments is gaining ground under the influence of the prevailing political, cultural
and religious currents. Perhaps another reason for favoring and paying attention to
endowment among women is related to the new political, social and cultural reasoning
of Iranian society in the era of constitutionalism against the tradition and modernity of
government and society and citizenship rights, and it has brought individual freedom for
women. (Ajdani, 1386:7). In the deed of endowment on May 2, 1346, (file number: 3),
a woman gives half of her dowry to her husband and donates the other half to a mosque
in Ardabil. Ardabili women have given endowments such as agricultural land, land,
house, yard, shop, village and residential building in numerous letters of endowment.
The place where these endowments are spent is for building, repairing and spending the
mosque, giving prayers, charity, and the expenses of the imam of the congregation, etc.
In the deed of endowment on 20 Jumadi al-Thani 1326 AH, Khursheed bequeaths the
profits from her endowment from the village of khoshkehRood (with a compromise with
her niece) in Ardabil to be spent on charity and charity of Hazrat Seyyed al-Shahada,
peace be upon him (file number: 1/ x) The proceeds from the Waghf nameh of Jumadi
al-Thani 1334 AH, Maryam the daughter of Muhammad Qoli, who owns a shop, should
be spent on Imam Hossein’s funeral (case number: 16). In her letter of endowment dated
25 Jumadi al-Awwal 1341 A.H., Rugiyeh Khanum Dokhtar Marhamat has assigned the
income from her shops and residential building to carry her husband’s and daughter’s
body to the highest honors (file number: 5/R).

Conclusion

Waghf is good and a valuable heritage with various religious, social and economic
aspects, and the remaining Waghf nameh are like valuable documents in order to
explain the process and social system of their time. The importance of examining the
dedication letters of the city of Ardabil, on the one hand, in terms of the social situation
(the nature of Ardabil’s relationship with the Caucasus and the role of its market in the
commercial relations of the region in the last century) has strategic value and political
geography, and on the other hand, in terms of the role of Azerbaijan in the current

of thought. Constitutionalism is very important as the center of the most important
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developments of the Qajar era at the macro level, this article explains the impact of
the intellectual currents of an era on the cultural and social manifestations crystallized
in the documents, and at the micro level, the results of this research showed that the
new intellectual currents and the familiarity of endowments Ardabili with new ideas,
including constitutionalism, have an impact on the type of endowments. It has made
significant contributions, among them the expansion of endowments among women, the
construction of hospitals, baths, and schools are among the clear examples of this issue.
In other words, at the threshold of the society’s familiarity with new knowledge and the
intellectual developments of the society, endowments in a new style were created, and
this process was created in the constitutional period by creating endowments such as:
endowment of the bath, endowment of land for the construction of the bath, expenses
for the needy patients and the establishment of schools to New style, etc finds a new and
practical dimension the impact of new ideas and new health teachings on endowment
can be seen by comparing these two timelines In the Waghf nameh of 3 Muharram 1286
AH, the type of reception in the ritual ceremony on Thursdays is specified as tea, coffee
and hookah (file number: 10/). In case, in the deed of endowment on 8 Dhul-Qaida 1332
lunar year, the donor has bequeathed all the objects and tools, except for the Sarqalians,
to be used in ta’ziyeh and benevolence of Hazrat Seyyed al-Shoheda (case number:
5/k). In fact, it can be seen that in the Qajar period, due to the increasing influence of
religious beliefs and beliefs in the society, the neediness and poverty of the people of
Ardabil due to the occurrence of natural and social events and crises, as well as the new
intellectual currents of various people from guilds, owners and From businessmen to
ordinary people, social endowments have been placed alongside religious endowments
as a priority. Throughout history, religious figures have taken the majority of donors and
endowment affairs and had a special place in this matter, but after the beginning of the
constitution and the beginning of the new century, family responsibilities and especially
trust in the classes and personalities Social has prospered more than before Examining
the social status of the donors shows that merchants and tradesmen account for the most
frequency. In general, it should be acknowledged that somehow all benefactors were
part of the business and market class it is interesting to pay attention to the expansion
of the culture of endowment by Ardabil women after the intellectual currents after the
constitutionalism, which seems that in the process of the constitutional current, women
appear more and more in social arenas to achieve their natural and social in terms of
the social status of the benefactors, who were generally from the merchant class, the
endowment of commercial buildings is the second most abundant after real estate and
farms. It should also be added that in addition to these mentioned cases, endowment
in the field of health, treatment, drinking water, as well as in the field of education in
the process of time and in terms of social issues, gradually occupies a larger part of

endowments.
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Tab. 1. Examination of the endowment in terms of subject from the beginning of Qajar to
the 70s of AH. (Authors, 1400).
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Tab. 2. Investigation of endowment in terms of the social status of endowment trustees from
the beginning of Qajar to the 70s of AH. (Authors, 1400).
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Tab. 3. Investigation of the endowment in terms of the social status of the endowments from
the beginning of Qajar to the 70s of AH. (Authors, 1400).
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Tab. 4. Investigation of endowments in terms of gender of the wagqifs from the beginning of
Qajar to the 1970s (Authors, 1400).
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Tab. 5. Examination of the endowment in terms of the type of competitors from the
beginning of Qajar to the 70s of AH. (According to the fact that some dedications may

belong to several competitors, the total number is more than 84), (Authors, 1400)
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