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Abstract

Abstract: In the last two decades, as a result of the significant increase in archaeological
field activities in Iraqi Kurdistan, some important sites and artifacts from the Sassanid
period have been discovered. Even though during the Sassanid period, the northern region
of Mesopotamia was considered a part of the Sassanid Empire, many archaeological
features of this region in the Sassanid period have remained unknown. In this research,
which was carried out using a library method, we have studied 42 ancient sites or
monuments in Iraqi Kurdistan belonging to the Sassanid period, which have mainly
been identified in recent years. This research aims to find an answer to some questions
about the location of the Sassanid settlements in the region and the geographical
and environmental factors affecting their formation. The Sassanid remnants of Iraqi
Kurdistan include settlements, monuments, government complexes, fortifications,
water channels, cemeteries, and the local production centers of textiles and pottery.
The results of this research show that Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan have
mainly concentrated in three areas: 1. Shahrizur plain and the area around Dukan Lake
2. Erbil plain, 3. Garmian region. These areas, which are in the form of open plains
and vast inter-mountain valleys, had importance in the Sassanid period due to having
characteristics such as suitable height, abundant water sources, fertile soil, and being
located on the important communication routes and therefore they were as a place for
the formation of the settlements in the mentioned period.
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Introduction

The four-hundred-year Sassanid period is considered one of the important periods in the
history of Iran and the Middle East. The northern region of Iraq, which is today known
as the Kurdistan region, was considered one of the main parts of the Sasanian Empire.
On the other hand, it was important politically and geopolitically due to its proximity to
the Sassanid capital of Ctesiphon and its location between the Sassanid center and the
Eastern Roman territory. Although historical sources provide a relatively clearer view
of the northern region of Iraq in the Sassanid period, the archaeological evidence of the
Sasanian period in Iraqi Kurdistan has not been significant until recent decades.

In the past two decades, a large number of historical and prehistoric sites in the
mentioned region have been surveyed or excavated, among which a number are related
to the Sassanid period. Identification of these sites and monuments can lead to better
knowledge about the economic, political and social situation of the region during the

Sassanid Empire.

Materials and Methods
One of the goals of this research is to investigate the Sassanid settlements of Iraqi
Kurdistan based on the results of archaeological surveys and excavations. Some of
the questions that this research seeks to answer are: 1. What are the most important
settlements of the Sassanid period in Iraqi Kurdistan and how were they distributed?
2. Which areas in northern Iraq, had the greatest importance in terms of quantity
and quality of Sassanid settlements? 3. What are the most important geographical
and environmental factors involved in the formation of Sassanid settlements in Iraqi
Kurdistan?

Data
Based on the distribution of Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan, this area has been divided
into three parts including eastern, southern, and western parts:

Region 1: including the eastern part of Iraqi Kurdistan, which mainly includes the
present-day Sulaymaniyah province, stretches from north to the Lake of Dukan and
Darband Ranieh, from east to the border of Iran and Iraq, from west to the east bank of
the little Zab river, and from the south to the end of the Shahrizur plain. The Sassanid
sites of this region are:

Murad Rasu, Qalatga Darband, Usu Aska, Gerd-i Bazar, Merquly, Tell Sitak, Girdi
Rostam, and the sites of Shahrizur plain including Gerd-i Kazhaw, Bestansur, SSP 4,
Tell Begum, Gird-1 Qalrakh, Sutik Tape, Bakr Awa

Region 2: Southern part of Iraqi Kurdistan (Garmian). The Sassanid sites of this
region are:

Bazyan Palace, Girdi Qala, Paikuli, Sasanid palace of Paikuli, Qalai Gawri, SRP
9, SRP10, Irrigation canal of Kalar, Kani Masi/ Tell Majid, Gawr Tepe, Top Askar
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cemetery, Hawsh Kori

Region 3: Western part of Iraqi Kurdistan includes Erbil and Dohuk provinces. The
Sassanid sites of this region are:

Tell Amiyan, Canal A of the village of Kawr Gosk, Erbil city, Qasr Shemamok, Tell
Khazana/Khazna, site no. 31, Baqrta, Satu Qala, sites n.3, 8, 4, 22, 24, 25, 27&28 in
Erbil plain

Discussion
The geographical and environmental factors affecting the distribution of Sasanian sites
in Iraqi Kurdistan are:

1. Topography: The results of this research, which are reflected in Fig. 12, indicate
that in total, about 76% of Sasanian sites of Iraqi Kurdistan are mainly located in the
mountainous plains, and only a handful of the sites are located in the mountainous and
high places outside of the plains.

2. Height above sea level: Most of the Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan are
located at an altitude of less than 600 m, and only a few sites are located at an altitude
of more than 1000 m (Fig. 12). The lowest areas are located in the Garmian region, i.e.
in the Sirvan river valley and the Kalar plain, which is mostly less than 300 m above
sea level.

3. Access to water sources: All the Sasanian sites in the Kurdistan region are located
near permanent water sources, the most important of which are Great Zab, Little Zab,
and Sirvan. In addition to that, a significant number of sites are located next to permanent
springs or smaller rivers, such as Shalar River in Penjwen, Wadi Shatwan and Tanjero
in Shahrizur Plain, Tavuq cay in Chamchamal Plain and Shiwazor and Chai Siwasor in
Erbil Plain.

Access to Fertile Soil

The plains of Shahrizur, Erbil, and Garmian, where the largest number of Sasanian
settlements are located, also have the most fertile soil in the region for agriculture
(Yasin, 2014: 240).

Proximity to communication ways

Most of the Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan are located in the plains that were on the
path of important commercial and political roads between southern Mesopotamia and
the Sassanid capital on one hand with the land of Azerbaijan and the Iranian plateau
in the east on other hand and the land of Eastern Rome, Asia Minor and Syria in the
north and northwest on another hand. The existence of the Paikuli tower and some other
important sites in the Sirvan river valley indicate the importance of this communication

route.
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The extent of Sassanid Settlements
Most of the Sassanid sites in Iraqi Kurdistan are less than five hectares in size, which are
considered small settlements. Therefore, we can see a significant difference between the

extent of the Sasanian sites in the north and south of Mesopotamia.

Conclusion

In this research, we have studied 42 sites or monuments of the Sassanid period in
Iraqi Kurdistan, which were mainly discovered in the last two decades as a result of
archaeological excavations or surveys. Some of the mentioned sites, such as Gerd-i
Bazar, Gerd-i Kazhaw, Gird-i Qalrakh, Girdi Qala, Paikuli, Top-Askar, and Hawsh
Kori, can be considered important sites of the Sasanian period in Iraqi Kurdistan. These
sites contain information about memorial buildings (Paikuli), government complexes
(Hawsh Kori), fortifications (Merquly, Gerd-i Kazhaw, SRP 9), water canals (Kawr
Gosk, Kalar), Burial methods (Gerd-i Bazar, Top Askar), beliefs, economy and local
centers for production textile (Gird-i Qalrakh), pottery and other livelihood aspects in
Iraqi Kurdistan during the Sassanid period.

The result of this research shows that most Sassanid settlements in Iraqi Kurdistan
are located in low-altitude and mid-mountain plains such as Shahrizur plain, Sirvan river
valley, and Erbil plain. Among the advantages of these plains, we can point out access
to permanent water sources, fertile soil, and location on the important communication
routes that connect the west of Iran to the south of Turkey and east of Syria. In general,
although most of the Sassanid sites discussed in this article lost their importance and
were abandoned in the following periods, the plains where these sites were located, due
to having ideal conditions and Geographical and environmental factors are still the main

centers for urban settlements in the Kurdistan region.



-

Ayl (il il Sl (—ols Aol _ad

.”Y\il

5 s
v JL

http://journal.richt.ir/mbp :as i sy JULS
P. ISSN: 2645-5048 & E. ISSN: 2645-5706

[N pr——ryp

o

auddl) @lhe Jladi ya ilwle Lyl il dallias
i L 0y iy LAS Ayl pa (O liwa)S

| cado g
S 13,8 £ ylol dgld
gl o g9
10 -VFY ;a0
YFoV/0V/ Y 1 iy Gty 5 £V Foo/00 /o) :edlyya ooy

4 https://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.21.115 (DOI) Jtuzs dustis

L RVCETN

e

Olewd)S o8l o b linl (Shise slacgllad pSasa ol does )3yl das 99);
Lok 893 33 A D535l ennl o S Lok 3y0 51 oo LT 5 Linabogima e (3l e
Lo Shg 5l gl Lol cody o sloisas (alitinls oyl gald 51 L850 Gle Jlos ddaie
ol 4 Lisls ol 51 ol bl Bl 53 ol bygd 55 ddlaie oyl 5l liwl
1L il A gee Y 81t cciensl o plLal (Sl BlES gy s &S gy cyal 3
loads oLl 3l w53 i) Gl 30 Bides 45 5Ll 3y30 s boyae 50,
g (B e (P 0 2l Ghagh ol 5l S ol 48T 8 (s 390
H5e e 5 (ldhae Jelse 5 ddlate Slulo glayitwl (S8e coaBse 510 ous g ylae
Lol (gl (slaabgme glosl Jolts Ble liwa)S Sluls )Ul.csla ol 5,8 S
155 Lomg2 35 o Uiy sS ¢ Loyl (gL JUIS clolSomins] o piogSin (sLmde gao o ol
oelBl Lol gl a8 aimo o Lts (gl ol dzets - ditad Jlis 5 Sl g
Y eolSe0 dnlyo Gl bl dsl g ygaei coid ) s 3Syete dunb dow ;0 Lides oliwsyS
2 0ke gy ooy 53U slocand JSba a8 3blis ool lefS dlate ¥« J
Ly (2l bt colio gLyl g2 (2o Siog 3l (61053 Jdod ctin Loy, Al o
5 4l coenl Sluls 855 53 (b3l pte Glaps jw o B8 5 505 Jol> SLs
gyee sloives 0)93 oyl il yidin 35503 5 (63 SUSE Jome Judd ey
oty Lo < bl c3lye coobis,S waldl oy E3lauulss

Ayl il Sl ol dolilad
Bl 93 ¢ gl ity IS g5 iy
Ol ol 5 B0)S 9 (Bir Ay

SRS g (S A0 sty 1yl

ol (B)odinns au Glato 125 3>
Creative Commons jg=xo o8 odiuny 9
lis 45 o 55051 alxe 4 Attribution License
bgio yldS Sl ag wlobas oy oty Cls
adshylanlag g i 8 Calie Bod aSel 10
555 oyl adome ol o allio

ol gt sl ST o821 gl sy s gl il 0358 s wlisrlinls (6585 gyzetals 1
(U gtns btanss) Oyl el el LsoShol olfT o315 el anly ¢ solis oliasly 06,8 ylioliasl T

Email: mafifarzad@gmail.com

olasS by (liwsS mldl) Blhe Jlod o Slobs slaylhiiwl dalaey (1)) ol ( blo g gl (Lol :allie a4y glayl
.(https://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.21.115)  Wo-VFY :(Y)) £ cam)y (elbblinl lllas b liosglnl
http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/article-1-660-fa.html :dy Slolw 3 alio Lol dio



Ay (gl iy Sl | VYo |

dodiio
Syl Aabaie s oyl gyl o cias bl 5l Sy ololals congSa Ul oyles 3590
bl By93 55 susl poge liwd)S o Bl 4 5381 45 (Blye Jlooth dlate gy o0 Lo
©yglme do dx gl (bl cdy o sloisay Sl alicals gpald ol slaizw sl (S
ereizead ¢ Sluls laliol yio 5 (ol 5 (sl 3550 5 CD cyginnd e b y5She &b
Py iy 9 Sl coagSs 5550 Jolbas  oldlax bloda Gle Jlod aSipl 40 4l
ol sldhan g (b plasil pScawd cglofng cgenl 5l (amb joboas tesly )5 By
Jlots dslaio §| L;,swss)wgmw.% (50l golie 5 gte 4 Sl 039 )loy9 5y
Sleie cdgd awbuw @les a4 Bdes aS L¥oas Lol i o cawdds Slwke 3590 )0 Glye
L hogpe (sl pbisl als 58 g0 bype 42838 018 93 50 Glie (553550 slocesSs
Spliz @lhe obawsS dlate )3 (pasl jaba cloluls byg 5 qosl jsbas (liwboly!
sl 0395 gy 5 )8l g o U]

spa> dald (e joiS 0 aBBZee b Yoo Jdods casdS dad 55 50
HUS 50 dlise (rrod 45 (aolodgy Glye liwd)S 0 oyl Glukis glinl 3l gylesiny (slaogS
855 (A8 Wy Slasdine] o L8yaS> dhato ol 1 45 s bl 5 ogr Nstans a2 55
Fb e g abgome aod deits 55 sl 035 55She dilate )5 (uslib il sla sy
0 byoye oo (glod glperl )2 48 Wlodds (pglS Lo g (mayye Ble Jlo )2 (505l 5
oy el 4 15 e T g Lavabgee oyal i aS il ds dngs Ll Lol y5
lyeds adbato ool colazaly b (golatdl comby colis colesys § (Kb slgs
dalllas £ 3090 43 s s ol 2 SBUIES 058 et Slusks (2 Laanls 88 31 cae i
iy bt by (glayl il

il (glasols lalllas olusly ol imshy s (hdaly 9y § Slad)d b Somys
o) wlBl 53 o plolits (Sluls ladbgome g llas doms 4 (oliass el -l
S 3435 Capabyo g 23S Wl Lol sl Sy 5 sl 5l (gt gy 5 S hpogs
3390 syl (anyy o laml adeasl () i) ol oas (astie 45 S soym Lol
el ool bl Lo gglS o by 5l Juol> gl polly Blye liwd)S waldl s Slul

A sl weslboly @SEel 3 Giesk ozl 45 Lol iy 5l (B
Syguodz 4o Lol (iS5 conl pluS Gle Jloc 55 Sl )93 (il 38T (o 5pre
55705 G 43 oisS 5 (58 blodas Ll ygd 5 e Jlais ;5 ooy pAS Y S 039
shee 9 (2Whin Jelse opiere ¥ Senwl 009y cgenl Glie piian (Shlo byl
SakalsS 3l Jlois 5 loles slaglyinal 6,8 IS, Judd

ol 03¢ an g5 Pl Blye ylwd,S )0 awlid il clacadlad (sl das 93 40 a5l dea 5L
S ol 31 (puliglinl ale JBlow )3 as8Seg0 sl jhaghy gl (oS! Ll
u|9_..c L’ LSJULOJ: e 9‘ U‘)M 9 (Q)BL;O&W |)_Q)>) ] 039 )Ua.ul .3_5-)])_‘4059 &)WS
998 oB8lin) wlarsloy o JoSGb plids Glye liwayS o Slwlw jasle Sl slo SO
HUD Glgie b (ol bl syl wliis) S adaio dals bl cpuizmon L(OYS =Y IYAY (]S on
«(obdes| 9)‘)T>) Ja.wy «u—’)@r”u*-’ Jleis e adso ) J>‘9.w ‘_;’LMJLAJ 9 L;’K.wl stb)‘)_o.uu] 9



AN iAoy ol

COYAY )l o g (Blo YAV Lten]) Cowl oipy ploul do ool dnly oSl ol sisls o
ol gl )3 Eot g Slasles ,UTg Lavdbogons 51 g5 218 2lass y5STho gy Lol
(godato sla olS g o sy 8 dmd S0 o eiasdn b gla L ) 09 05 Jolts 30
ilonyl a8 ool 488 @50 e Jlot pd (Alollpn ulisplinl slacks by
—59yS sla gl 40 g5 e c0ds y e Slusl 893 51 ()L iS4 aS el o ntee
el bwgs ol5S 63,8 sla oslS «(Squitieri, 2022) . YoVY L Yo)o (sba Jlw dlols ;s 5L
bwgs &, 8 60,8 5glS (Tamm et al., 2018) .p YAV L5 )0 (sl Jluw ;0 geusge 0Bl
a5 bglS . (Wicke, 2020: 463-64) .p YoA5 JLus 55 980 ol8iitils wlitrlinl lin
YA L Y10 (sl Loy 38 608 (sla yslS . (Potts et al., 2018) .p Yo\A Jlus 3 ity 3,5
Loy 8550 sla 4oslS s ((Duyrat & Bresc, 2018) oyl o8iily it oy lewls ala lhwgs
3,5 oLl (MacGinnis et al., 2020) .p Yo¥o s YoV & (sla Jlw jo asly dyo o

e lwd)S ) Gl Sliwl gladbsme 1Sl 4 an gl (Bus)KS (ISba
23100y (i ol ()% 9 (295 (b GRS Jold V=¥ BB as 5blis ey j5Sde ol
ety enlgs Ln i ool 51 Sopm Ul g Ladbogmo s Lol o a8

3l plws,S ealdl Slulw sLaabgocs

By liwdyS Sl (B ey 1) dilaie (]

dabyd Jloots 5 Jlois caomnw 31 058 o0 1030y (55950 dilowdiw oyl Btos 4 dilaia oyl
Coix 3y SasS Clyogy (Bt ol B oy jleihe 5 ol jro U By el uipo 9 50
ol 1y vy adlate ol Slobe sladbgste .3)l5 sluel ygye0is e al goio s

293 Cadd 8390 §1 2,5 duilosbos (lias! glustis (sl eloga
29y pbyien (o189 A loyd (B Jlads 55 caily 41y Bagaee 3 H(Jguy 310) 'gous S1yed -
Srdbgome (ulS L e Yo 2 Jlu o dusly dinyd (b il ©lides .ol 28ly (S 65 O
oo aS 0t ololiss Lol 8o pe 93 Jgmsydlpe 53 s LT Jgmsydlye g dSeunl gl cdiyyo 5343
69956 byaad o ol i .ol Slulw by90 4o Cgumie (S 8lg0 G Jolis canss
MacGinnis et al.,) 15,5  Slwlbes i 035,40 Ly clakad 5 g uw S0y oy bael g

(2020

Lol 5l oo BEWE A b jolS )0 .ol zdly asly a8s e (cloasl yo 1 uiyyd ol -
sl ol sylone (L 3l ity Sopo 51 oy (0 SbglS Bastie 4 a8 a8l S1SCal 890
las (3Ll Hlea 50 .00 yugal) cowl sdui solaiuwl lulw 3y90 Jolgl jo dugsls udus ploail
oy olands glous 9 oLl slaglosunnl Jolis (pda5dlge 9y 9 M Laylos 5,
(Pou y53Lio) 9 c(pgd plad (gl joyy e Jgl youlivn e Jgl yundyh 131 (ol dSs 5 )0 cdiiond
d (W Agl 800 5l a8 aitd ol cdSwl Ll Lol o) S lS Buidie 40 aiils 1,8
ol regd o Abogme e tuming 53 LaysS ol p (Slibl olyands (s 5 (Gslao
.(MacGinnis et al., 2020) Jlodgs oy dogsl sla pudis la il Shleds g Wlodis 80

S ol b o ol il g ous ably dusly 4865 8ogu50e 55 dSeusl gl ¥ dunl gavgl -
Ol b Jliw colalad Jolis caSwl guol  Slusb (cloaidl (Y yoguas) cowl gyl 590 4o bgoyo
el b wlss chlo gl 5l (B aS canl 03 d slaoped wlahad pioren (glojgyud
.(MacGinnis et al., 2020) diiwd 0y93 -yl



9700 3t s s | 71 ke ay ity b || Y ||

EQ54QD 1213
—
o em

MacGinnis, 2021:) 48535 oLy 3] BgiSo Sl 4w g bt A58 (slo i :cawly ) ypguas

(figs8&9
Fig. 1. From right: plan of the Area E monumental building in Qalatga Darband; a Sasanian
coin from Qalatga (MacGinnis, 2021: figs 8 & 9).

O B, K05) aSiwl gl b goee (gladygd .Y yuguas
Fig. 2. A view of Usu Aska (Authors, 2021).

ot Bl S8 O ot oo 3%ty e 13 ctplankis e Jlact o il 2,8 -

o ylias els donss i polS e VoIV g Yo)d VoIY sla Sl jo (1800 (ol (Y yoguad) el
b Slule bygd 5l (olaysS b BlLisaS 50 ol yuas 4 byye il G sLles oS
Al G Jolis LanygS o inglS (4l 155 5Y 4 s Lol 558 AY 3laas § gaxa)d .ol ot
i 50 lodd oilidgy b Siwanss jl a0y L a8 ((Bydio g5 31 155 59) ditu 00l
2928 Cakx D9 0 (383 555 55 ezt dus by 99 55 (B g et G L (ZAMA) O)lse




St 5 | AYY || e dios s ot ot s oy o |

LT B K0) 4o @B 4 1 51 ik so)S dbgze (slasygd .Y yuguas
Fig. 3. A view of the Gerd-i Bazar (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 5. Potteries, iron tools and a lead piece from the Sasanian layer of Tell Sitak (Ahmed
Saber et al., 2014b: fig. 18 & 19 & 21 & 22).
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Fig. 6. Sassanid potteries from Gerd-i Kazhaw (Tamm et al., 2018: abb. 25 & 33).
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Fig. 7. The Sassanid building in Gird-i Qalrakh and its findings including loom weights and

Sealings (https://uni-frankfurt.de/69948448/Gird-i-Qalrakh; Wicke, 2020: fig. 9a & 9b).
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Table 1. The Sassanid sites of region 1 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 8. Plan of the Bazyan building (Déroche, 2015: 11).
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congresses and busts of Narsi which are kept in the Sulaymaniyah Museum (Authors, 2021).
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Table 2. The Sassanid sites of region 2 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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Table 3. The Sassanid sites of region 3 in Iraqi Kurdistan (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 12. Map of the Sasanian sites in Iraqi Kurdistan (by: Abbas Bavarsaei, 2021).
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2. Qalatga Darband
3. Usu Aska
4. Gerd-i Bazar
5. Peshdar
6. Merquly
7. permagroun
8. Tell Sitak
9. Girdi Rostam
10. Shalar
11. Syrazur
12. Gerd-i Kazhaw

13. Bestansur
14. Tell Begum
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15. Gird-I Qalrakh

16. Wadi Shatwan

17. Sutik Tape

18. Bakr Awa

19. Tanjero

20. Bet-Garmai

21. Girdi Qala

22. Chamchamal

23. Shorsh

24. Tavuq cay

25. Honey-Comb Ware
26. Paikuli

27. Nodsiragan

28. Garamea

29. Syarazur

30. Xayan 1 Nikatra

31. Qalai Gawri

32. Kani Masi/ Tell Majid
33. Gawr Tepe

34. Hawsh Kori

35. Adiabene

36. Hazza

37. Tell Amiyan

38. Canal A of village of Kawr Gosk
39. Qatul al-Kisrawi
40. Nodh-Ardasirakan
41. Qasr Shemamok
42. Shiwazor/Shiwasor
43. Tell Khazana/Khazna
44. Chai Siwasor

45. Baqrta

46. Bagarru

47. Satu Qala
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