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Abstract

The Iron Age in the Middle Asia and an important part of it that called Khorasan is a
Transitional period between prehistory and historical period. This period always has many
ambiguities and questions; Especially in Khorasan, where the lack of archaeological
studies is strongly felt. In this area, the Neyshabur Plain has a special position in terms
of archeology and is undoubtedly influential in understanding the cultural components
of the Iron Age in the region. In the current study, Milad Tape, which is located almost
in the middle of Neyshabur Plain, was sampled as a systematic survey. The purpose of
this work is to obtain information that can be used to advance the long-term goals of
interpreting the Iron Age in Khorasan, especially Neyshabur. In this regard, the most
important question is how Iron Age in the perspective of recent studies of Khorasan
cultural field. In Milad Tape, whose surface is flat and smooth, sampling of cultural
materials has been carried out in the framework of a systematic survey in order to study
the Iron Age in a comparative approach with the typology and classification of pottery.
Also, by using the settlement pattern of the area and other settlement components of
Milad Tape, it is possible to fully examine and read part of the unknown structures of the
Iron Age of the Neyshabur Plain and, accordingly, Khorasan. According to the research
results, Milad Tape, which has a settlement sequence in the Iron Age, can be interpreted
in the framework of the Early to Late Iron Age of the region. Pottery typology studies,
also show similarity with the Central Asia Iron Age, which is known as Yaz I to I1I based
on the material cultural of Yaz Depe area. In general, in the comparative approach,
Milad Tape samples are closely related to Yaz pottery tradition.
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Introduction

Among the archaeology and cultural periods of Khorasan, there is a lack of studies in
the second and first millennia BC. Although the first study of this region that led to the
recognition of the Iron Age, dates back to the 1980s (Riccardi, 1980). In recent decades,
archaeologists have tried to make the knowledge of this period more complete (Vahdati,
2015, 2018; Basafa, 2021, 2020, 2015, 2016). The most important archaeological
investigations consist of Atrak River project in North Khorasan (Dana, 2015 and 2019;
Vahdati, 2016), Daregaz Plain (Basafa & Hedayati, 2020), Neyshabur Plain (Basafa,
2017), Roshtkhar Plain (Rezayi, et. al., 2018), Gonabad Plain (Basafa, 2021) and
Birjand Plain (Dana, 2014).

From the mentioned researches, it can be understood that neighboring cultures are
very important, such as the ancient Dahistan culture in the northeast of the Mazandaran
Sea, which can also be seen in the plains of Gorgan and North Khorasan (Lecomte,
2005) and Yaz culture (Kohl, 1984: 193).

In completing the archeological information of Khorasan Iron Age, Neyshabur plain
sites are very important because of the location of Neyshabur plain and its environmental
potentials (Rezaei & Basafa, 2019). Milad Tape (Fig. 1) is located in this geographical
environment, which belongs to the Iron Age. Milad Tape and other sites like Se Tape can

show new evidence of local cultures and cultural interactions with Central Asia.

Materials and Methods: This research relies on the material cultures that
collected from the systematic survey of site. It’s most important cultural materials are
potsherds, were first studied in a statistical approach and then analyzed comparatively

in comparison with neighboring cultures.

Data

In the sampling conducted in Milad Tape, were obtained various stone tools such
as blades and chips, metal melting slags, furnace welds and a significant number of
potsherds. A total of 1586 pieces of potsherd have been sampled from the surface of the
site, and among the three general categories of rim, body and floor, the most abundant
pieces belong to the body. From the total samples that can be dated in Iron Age I, the rim
has a frequency of 1%, the body 93% and the bottom 6%. In the Iron Age II and 111, the
rim and the bottom with an abundance of 3% and the body with 93% of the total have
the most parts. Among the examples that can be dated in this site, where a comparative
approach was used, three periods can be distinguished from the Early to the Late Iron

Age.

Discussion
Looking at the most important cultural material of Milad Tape, we can say that its

pottery components are closely related to Central Asia. In the Early Iron Age, in this
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site, an important phenomenon is low-quality handmade pottery, which is considered
one of the main characteristics of Yaz I. In the middle and Late Iron Age, the previous
statements also apply, and its morphology also shows that similarities in terms of
construction and form can be seen in Milad Tape pottery in these periods as well. In
this context, double-lobe pottery, which is defined as the most important characteristic
of Yaz II and III cultures, was produced in a wide range with minor changes in the
Neyshabur plain.

In completing the studies, environmental factors are very important, and based on
this, Milad Tape is located in the range of 900 to 1200 meters above sea level in terms
of height, and in terms of the settlement pattern, it is located in the lowlands of the
Neyshabur plain (Fig. 7), which has suitable land for population development. The
study of Milad Tape water resources, which undoubtedly played an important role in
choosing the location of the sites, shows that there is a direct relationship between the
water resources and the location of the site, so that its small distance from the water
sources has caused it to grow well in terms of dimensions. Milad is located near Kale-
Shure in the center of the plain (Fig. 8) where many waterways and streams flow into it,
the most important of which flowed a short distance from the site. This satellite has been
able to facilitate access to water resources for agriculture and livelihood. The study of
land use (Fig. 9) also shows that Milad is in a good agricultural position and probably
suitable water sources have caused agriculture to be carried out by hydroponics in this
area. Based on this, the location of the settlement surrounded by suitable pastures has
provided the conditions for animal husbandry and livestock breeding for the livelihood
of the population of the area. Based on the mentioned materials and in the general view,
Milad Tape has created suitable conditions and platform for the use of agriculture in
the region. On the other hand, the existence of pastures has provided the grounds for

subsistence economy based on animal husbandry.

Conclusion

Due to the strategic location of access to water resources and the use of fertile soil, Milad
Tape is one of the important sites and settlements in this area, along with other sites,
especially Set Tape. By analyzing the cultural materials, a settlement sequence from the
Yaz I period and its continuation to Yaz II and III was observed, which shows that it was
of special importance in the Neyshabur plain and was efficient in drawing chronological
horizons and presenting cultural components along with other sites. The few analyzes
of the settlement pattern of Milad Tape also show that suitable water sources were
available and the agricultural land was ready. This location selection pattern is also
observed in Central Asia. Based on biological patterns, fertile soil, and agricultural use
in the effective use of land in the Milad Tape area, it shows that there was a permanent
settlement with a livelihood based on agriculture in its settlement area, which may have

been three hills. The influence of the cultural characteristics of Central Asia and Yaz
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culture in Milad Tape, according to the typology of pottery, shows the influence and

cultural interactions.
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Fig. 1. The location of Milad Tape in the Northeast of Iran (Authors, 2019).
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(Authors, 2019)..
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Table 1. Characteristics of Milad Tape potteries in the Early Iron Age/Yaz I (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 5. Pottery sketch of Middle and late Iron Age/Yaz II and III Milad Tape (Drawn by
Farshid Masihnia)
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Fig. 6. Pottery sketch of Middle and late Iron Age/Yaz II and III Milad Tape (Drawn by
Farshid Masihnia).
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Table 1. Characteristics of Milad Tape potteries in the Middle and late Iron Age/Yaz I (Authors,
2019).
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olas ol ansls Ladbgoe 03510 )0 (oo i ST o 45 e (o polie dallae
Alold a8 g0y )15 3929 dbgome (6158 5 (ol golie oo (soslime Alngly 45 a0
o JIS (S003 50 9%ee b Al  gd Wby ol plassl U sus el ol polie 31 o] Sl
Kgus o 435y ol o s9te (ol oy 9 Lndnll 4S 0Bl (A ppgas) o 3S)e )0
Lo 4155 Lo ey ol -l 481 oy oo 51 oS Aol Lol oo 51 45
los sl Golasylyel 5 (535l gy (ol golio s (usyiio
I8 smslie (535LES Cmbge )3 agodhe amd o Lt 523 (1 ju9ad) (2Dl 5p)lS Alllae
plrl abgze ool )3 (ol el Gogyan (555l B oad G cowlio (ol alio Yazslg 4 S



9700 bl s s | 72yl | amaiy guiibs iy Shodne || Y0 ||

[Fa6*00"N

--------

I 14000 - 18000

I 15000 - 22000

® Site I 22000 - 25000

[ o-3000 I 25000 - 25000

[ 3000-7000 I 29000 - 33000

[ 7000 - 11000 [ 33000- 36000
I 11000 - 14000

0 15 30 &0 90 120
-——

58°D0'E 5900'E

(5 20 lo bylo 53l (2 hlo) sl s 15 (ol rlio polslyy 4ot (553 A s
Fig. 7. Location of Milad Tape based on water resources in Neyshabur Plain (Drawn by:

Maria Daghmechi).

36" 00N

® by
il sl
s YL oty o e iz
T s [ e
B et s ) S0
T
[ e
o 15 30 &0

Kilometars

56°00'E

(Bt lylo:jl S1b) GIS ladids o oyl 6)l8 wluly asoe gyl sl cundes A yugual
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Maria Daghmechi).
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