Motaleat-e Bastanshenasi-e Parseh (MBP)
Il Vol. 6 Il No. 21 || Autumn 2022 ||

P. ISSN: 2645-5048 & E. ISSN: 2645-5706

Journal Homepage: http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/

°

Motaleat-e Bastanshenasi-e Parseh
(MBP)

Parseh Journal of Archaeological
Studies
Journal of Archeology Department of
Archeology Research Institute, Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Research
Institute (RICHT), Tehran, Iran

Third Archaeological Season Excavation of the
Ancient city of Esfarayen (Belqis) Based on the
Results of Site Magnetometry

Farjami, M.'; Amin-Pour, B.'; Sedighian, H.?; Mahmudi-Nasab, A. A.}

Type of Article: Research

Pp: 323-344

Received: 2021/09/08; Accepted: 2021/10/28
4. https://dx.doi.org/10.30699/PJAS.6.21.323

Abstract

According to historical and archaeological sources, the ancient city of Esfarayen was
one of the important settlement centers of the Islamic era. During its existence and
prosperity, this city was a link between the two famous and big cities of Nishapur
and Jurjan, but from the end of the Safavid period onwards, due to various reasons,
it declined and its inhabitants gradually moved to the new city. So far, parts of the
ancient city of Esfarayen have been excavated by archaeologists during several different
seasons. In the meantime, choosing a suitable place for archacological excavations in
this area has always been one of the most important issues for its explorers, because due
to the limitation of financial resources and the large area of the area, it was necessary
to determine suitable places for excavation in advance. so that its archaeological
exploration can be done with more certainty. For this purpose, at the beginning of the
third season of excavations, six hectares of the city were investigated with the help of
magnetometric method. Then, based on the results of magnetometry, the excavations
of this season were carried out. According to these explanations, the main goal of the
current research is to present the results of magnetometry and compare it with the
findings of the archaeological exploration of the ancient city of Esfarayen. In the current
research, the descriptive-analytical method has been used using the results of field and
library studies. As a result of these studies, many evidences of industrial activities
were identified in the site, including architectural remains of a pottery kiln and many
evidences of pottery production, which are important in the archaeological studies of
the Islamic era.
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Introduction

The ancient city of Esfarayen, which today is known as the city of Belqis, is located in a
vast plain, three kilometers southwest of Esfarayen, with an area of nearly 200 hectares.
Currently, this city consists of different parts such as Arg, Sharistan, Rabz, Hesar and
Khandaq. According to the documents obtained in the archaeological excavations, the
city of Balqis had a settlement from the first centuries of the Islamic era to the beginning
of the Qajar period (Vahdati and Nik-Govtar, 2016: 98). Due to the importance of this
city in the past, several seasons of archaeological excavations have been carried out in
it (Vahdati, 2016, Vahdati and Nik-Govtar, 2018 A and B, Farjami and Sotoudeh, 2019).
But Balqis has a large area and the excavations that have been carried out so far do
not even cover a small part of the city. For this reason, it was necessary to use remote
sensing methods to identify at least a significant part of the city’s landscape and buried
bodies. One of these methods, which is considered one of the branches of geophysics,
is magnetometry. According to these cases, in 2009, and with the aim of identifying part
of the layers buried under the soil and choosing better places for exploration, first a part
of the area was surveyed for magnetometry (Aminpour, 2010). In this investigation,
about six hectares of the area in a place called Tepe-Minar and also the northern part
around the citadel in the southwest side of the city were surveyed by geomagnetism. By
carrying out this investigation, results were obtained, based on which the third season of
archaeological excavations of the site was carried out. According to the aforementioned,
the main purpose of the current research is to investigate and analyze the results of the
magnetometric survey of the area and the exploration that was carried out based on it.
The most important question that we are trying to answer in this research is to determine
the effect of the magnetometric method on choosing a better place for the purposeful
exploration of the Balqis area. The method and approach of the current research is
descriptive-analytical, and the method of gathering information is based on field studies

from magnetometry and archeological excavations of the site, as well as library studies.

Discussion

A- The area known as Tepe Manar The results of magnetometry survey: This section
included 36 grids of 10 x 10 meters. In some parts of this section, confused and jumbled
magnetic anomalies were recorded, which probably indicate the transformation and
destruction of its subsurface artifacts. But in other parts, the magnetic gradient anomaly
map showed evidence of architectural structures and other buried ancient phenomena.
Accordingly, in the part marked with the letter F, anomalies were revealed that could
be related to heated masses such as brick structures or terracotta masses. The results of
archaeological excavations: In order to measure the investigated parts of Tepe Manar with
magnetometric method, three test boreholes were dug in the discussed area. In the first
borehole, all the piles of clay and ash were encountered. In the second borehole, layers

were identified, the surface and subsurface layers are sand, sand and soil, respectively,
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and there is a mixture of ash and soil in the lower layers. Inside the texture of soil and
ash, a large amount of welding furnace and pottery was obtained. Borehole No. 3 also
did not find any architectural works and only a pile of clay and ash was identified in a
hole. B- The north-eastern area of the citadel the results of the magnetometric survey:
In the magnetometric survey of this part of the city, several anomalies were identified.
In this range, anomalies have been revealed in the form of light-colored extensions
and in some cases perpendicular to each other, which can be related to the buried clay
architectural structure. The results of archaeological excavations: In the scope of the
second part of the geophysical survey, three boreholes and trenches were opened and
explored. Borehole number one hit a pile of glazed pottery from the 6th century AH.
It seemed that there was a pottery workshop around this place, because most of these
pots were covered by the wastes from the pottery activity. For this purpose, a trench was
excavated near borehole 1, measuring 6 x 6 meters. After removing the surface layer,
a pile of pottery shards and pottery kiln debris was encountered, which were scattered
on the surface of the trench at different depths. For this purpose, another borehole with
dimensions of 2 x 2 meters was created at a distance in the southern part of trench 2, and
after removing the surface layers at a depth of 30 cm, the remains of a pottery kiln were
identified. The reason for the large amount of strong magnetic anomalies in this area is
the presence of many pottery pits in this area, in addition to the pottery kiln. The date
that can be determined based on the pottery obtained from this kiln is the second half of
the 12th century A.D.

Conclusion

Today, in the world, magnetometry is widely used by archaeologists to identify
architectural structures and buried structures. By using these methods, it is possible to
examine and study many parts of an ancient site without destruction in a limited time.
For this reason, in the archeology project of the old city of Esfarayen, the magnetometric
method was also used during a period. Because not only the area was large, but also the
limitation of resources prevented it from being able to explore a large part of it. About
six hectares of the area were studied in the magnetometric survey of the area, which
was carried out with the Fluxgate device. After investigating and preparing the related
map, anomalies were observed in some parts of the map, which were probably related
to industrial activities. Based on these anomalies, six boreholes and trenches were dug
in two parts of the area to measure the results of the magnetometric survey. In almost all
boreholes and trenches obtained from the excavation, evidences of industrial activities
such as pottery production or pits of potter’s pits were identified. The existence of these
convincing evidences is a clear proof of the magnetometric anomalies of the area. In a
trench, very clear evidence of an Islamic era pottery kiln was found, around which there
were several waste places. Considering these cases, it can be said that the results of the

archaeological excavations of this site are a confirmation of its magnetometry project. If
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these studies continue and boreholes or trenches are created in other parts, we can gain

more knowledge about the different spaces of the ancient city of Esfarayen.
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Map 2. The boundaries of the ancient city of Balqis (green grids show the area investigated

by magnetometry), (Authors, 2022).
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Fig 1-2. The anomalous position of buried architectural structures in Tepe-Menar range on
the right side and the position of other magnetic anomalies of Tepe-Menar on the left side
(Authors, 2022).

tCawl (ascive ) ygad 10 F byl b aS wus olsus] awyy 83505 3| citso j0 a5keS dw
5l Jeols (slmodgs a bgye wilsi o 48 2,8 ISl ly ool 51 g, sl cuod oyl s
Sy g0 a3 055y 1uSTE 5 Jliw slodgs 4 Loles Jgl 5LeS 55 sl taio e Jlad
Sl oyl eel (6)5LaS glatods Joxo (clacynej 5l 03l yobocymod o dxidl (clanylis Lo
il S0 (59) 5 5L Bogaxe )3 0l sy (S gk 50 pod dkeS Ll o oL
aS' uoly 5 K)op5 blis g suial cawdds cla Jlogl by a5l ol (8 yoguas) 3l Iy 3
daw slaa¥as s olols olaa ods 4byls kS, .0 jbslS 3)ld 955 diids ¢,
ooty SLo g sl ol slad¥ )05 0090 SLo g dsle (b ci (a5
cdool Comwddy Jlaw 9 0)5S 9> (63U po> yiwS B o SIa 8l 51550 .0)10 0459 bglses
i ololis o150l gy Loo 15 s S0 5l L 45 (g Ly 5y Lomo 850 aSzem Ll
S (YU v 48 sy o paids .0, S Ta dll e 5l WWo gas U asled ol yo gl
el 035y e 5 lohd laJlogl e (ol e cannd 10l )3 ()58 0,55 9> 3929 5
A3l e SO 290 1ol L g gylane )BT an ¥ 408 8l cowd Jodod ¥ §)locs 5L
a1 g Jlis 31 el g5 g s cemsd s () Lams Ul oSz 55 laS ol 43 0 oloel
(680 89S g cJliw 31 g0y wlabad asleS (ol Bl ot (plulis Al S gy
sl gl ;K0 claaled aile vt a5bd ol 1 a0 7 lasas el Cowdds Kinwogld
2 S 5055 > i ogil (Lo 952y Jdods cumablinos’ dass 5> outs)Sal

Cow! 099_3 u.’?:.]a_w).:) 4:,}(
gf)l uﬁ,&dw 3.:9.»:.@ (@

3350y Carnsg Ly eyl S it 53 45 (65500 it 1 i b lide (oanty 2 g



1390 b iy J [ 1) oy ity einn | ||

Ezo

P50

240

200

160

120

o] 40 80 120 160 200 240 280)

Jhoags 3 oudadllne Sgume urblize s Jlogl 5 eyl 5 ppas Gligyen ¥ pgas

Lo 85, K5)
Fig 3. Overlay of Google Earth image and magnetic anomalies of the studied area in Tepe-
Menar (Authors, 2022).
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Fig 4. Google Earth satellite image of Belgeys city and the specified range of boreholes and
trenches, 2020
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Fig 5. The beginning and end of excavation in one of the trenches in Tepe-Menar section
(Authors, 2022).
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Fig 6-7. Determining the anomaly of buried architectural structures on the map on the
right side and determining the position of anomalies related to industrial activity on the
map on the left side (Authors, 2022).
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Fig 8. Marked areas more important to excavation (Authors, 2022).

o i 51 agnl 5355 a0 (gyte il 00 Gas ;39 o)l 10,8 pglas 5 asleS sloul L 2o
Il (6055 6818 Jomo (ol Blybol 15 dS sy oo platds .0 3)g5 1 . Bk moiied (18 ylo L
B8 g0 33 (58 i cdlad 5l ol (slagayygn |y badlinw ool ity aSTyz sanals 252
oA Cuond ol 15 )3 (068 YU oo il Ul aisls gz (5o ) <2l progdle
e Lol ot axlo (3l S e SO L Lo aS i paseitin 5090 (ot Jlo2 090
By oy (B30 i3 S Y Blod gl JSb 4 x5 L 355 Gasiiie aste ol 5435




% | RN || orbitons s o bliss s ooy aatad |

Al )8 s Soa a8 ogil ate S 3l S b 80,8 (o e g0 0008 St
3o e gl e x5 2Ll 53 9V ASLS SGop (glailys jalate (yred s ot gyd)
Azl o §3 00l Cyguods 45 Wi 3yad g Jliwedys agsl ds e &Y cosloy
Hasds 4 0es (slasSa la Jlaw ol (iST (A jogad) cadld 05 Ciliste (sla Bos 4o
sl axsy o 5y5 B Jlias ol 00 Lol o olaalls il 51 o 1y dysy o0
)5S Lo e o> lyeias] labad i At colakab : oLty 35850 Simyb olgo
031> JS oyl 5l (88T 355 1l 05 Sy 5 i Db o lalad 055 oo
S 0929 Ao gl Wilgi o 29290 (slaaibly oles a8 el pgainy b ol 4 ) Lo
azily SO0 30 0)5S 09 (sl dilis Lo cand ol 5o il oMl (g0 (68 0lius 85 S
slate yrands i s Wil 058 slaally 185 claalls 5 syl S1 lan 45
Lo 45w slool ¥ dasly g cond )0 (So0p dlols 4 yie YV olol L 500 LS SO
ol b (2lolids (8w 8,58 SO (Ll yo b Yo o y0 (xhaw laaY conlsy 5|
Oy g 5 B Coow 310)98 S0 (g)lome Ll (olulids 5 oS ()8 sLiad cde s LS
el 50 o slaa¥ coilay jlaes o e Fx0 oLl b il SO 40 Jous 9 08 T
Sygods ol J315 45 0 lolits () Saus )5S (glopls JolS Hlus Lo G ol ool (a5
039450 3ol 33 Wb cmmblize (sla Jlogsl oLy wlie a0V L Ve jslias) 290 wyd 5 ()l
4S8 (Bl el o ol 55 (680w )90 Glgld slaally d52g (o Slins )5S ogdle

(cwl paskin oylgsd 3o Jlaw srodsy cwly oo jgai j3) ¥ i&.ﬂ).? ) obb g lanl A yeal

.(V¥oo solf.ﬁ)&)
Fig 9. The beginning and the end of trench No. 2 (in the picture on the right, the ceramic
piles in the wall are clear), (Authors, 2022).
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Fig 10. Trench No. 3 at the beginning and end of the excavation work (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 11-12. The map of the pottery kiln and the large volume of pottery finds related to it
(Authors, 2022).
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