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Abstract

Inscriptions in the decorations of building of the Islamic period have been noticed by
artists since the early Islamic centuries. Overtime, inscriptions are damaged by various
factors and need to be restored. Considering that every year in the country, a large
amount of restoration operations are carried out on damaged historical monuments,
including inscriptions. It was seen through the investigation that in most cases the
restorations are tasteful and sometimes incorrect. In order to find the most important
causes of incorrect restoration in written inscriptions, the qualitative method was used,
and the grounded theory method was used to analyze the data. This research is practical
in terms of purpose. The data was collected through field observations and interviews
with 12 people related to the restoration of inscriptions and by purposeful sampling, and
the data continued until theoretical saturation was reached. The results of the research
showed that in addition to the lack of criteria that agree with the theoretical foundations
of restorations, due to the prominence of the calligraphy and category, factors such
as self-centered empiricism, the variety of viewpoints, knowledge and awareness of
the traditional master craftsman and the rules of restoration and the lack of the artistic
perspective of the traditional master craftsman. For various reasons, inscriptions have
led to incorrect restorations, and of course, the lack of training courses by the institutions
in charge of restoration has also been involved. Also, the variety of approaches in
the restoration of inscriptions and lack of attention to the rules governing the art of
inscriptions are considered as the most important consequences of the restoration of

inscriptions.
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Introduction

With the beginning of the Islamic era and the restoration of human and animal depictions,
the use of inscriptions with religious, literary and historical themes reached its peak
with various calligraphy methods and styles. This enduring art that is inscription is
still performed by artists to this day. Inscription like other historical works, suffer
from various physical, chemical, biological and human damages, and from various
perspectives of value, aesthetics, originality, legibility, unity and integrity they suffer
serious damage. Therefore, despite the important characteristics mentioned about this
category of written works, the need to pay attention to this category of work is revealed
in restoration operations. The importance of paying attention to the issue among other
valuable historical and cultural work is important in the sense that there is a lake of
criteria in accordance with the theoretical foundations of restoration, for the restoration
of areas lacking in this category of valuable written works. Although in most cases, the
restoration of this category of works is often done under the supervision of restoration
experts, the approach and methods of doing the work in different examples are not
subject to scientific principles and are mostly tasteful and sometimes incorrect and
without regard to the ruling principles, they are restored on the art of calligraphy and
inscriptions and it has caused distortion and sometimes loss of the of the inscription, its
values and message.

According to examples of the restoration of written inscriptions ,when the restoration
of a written inscription is done incorrectly , in fact, readability , integrity and beauty (
Beauty is in harmony , balance, proportion , even beauty in observing the rules and
recognizing the values and materials have been used (Qutbi, 1352, 31) the inscription
is distorted and the audience , when viewing an inscription that has been incorrectly
restored , gets the visual pleasure of seeing the harmony and connection between the
words in an inscription will bs deprived. In fact, carrying out the restoration operation
should reduce the inconsistency caused by the lack of space and help to read the work

better.

Method Research

The upcoming research is applied research in terms of its purpose, because the researcher
seek to obtain information that can be used in practical situations or solve a problems
by means of them and obtain a solution to a problem. This research is a qualitative
research in terms of method and in terms of data collection, it is based on field studies,
interviews, observation and collection of documents and texts within the framework of
the grounded theory method. The interview was conducted with the purposeful sampling

method and until the theoretical saturation was reached 12 people were interviewed
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among the restoration experts, inscription artists and master traditional craftsmen.

Grounded theory and systematic coding were used to analyze the interviews.

Research Background

Although restoration of inscriptions has always been one of the concerns of restorers,
it seems that a comprehensive, coherent and effective study has not been done in this
field. For example, the following can be mentioned: the Scientifics specialized and
professional restoration community has not restoration of inscriptions of mosaic tiles in
Iran (Soleimani et al., 2014), researchers have criticized the methods of restoration of
mosaic tiles but there is no mention of the causes of its correct restoration. Also, sources
such as Quchani (1365: 51), Bler (1394: 30) and Qader (1391: 86 &103) mention the
non-original restorations of the reason for that has not been discussed. By checking the
databases related to non-Persian theses, unfortunately, no example similar to the subject
of this research was found. In line with above investigations, Persian sources were also

carefully checked.

Conclusion

Inscriptions are one of the most important and valuable works of the Islamic period
and they are a living document from different perspectives such as historical, artistic
etc. Restoration of inscription has always been one of the concerns of restorers. But the
results of the interview and data showed that the main factor in the variety of approaches
in the restoration of inscriptions and the lack of attention to the rules and regulations of
inscriptions in the process of restoration operations is self-centered empiricism. Among
the traditional craftsmen and even the scribes who are somehow related to the restoration
process of the inscriptions, ignorance of the restoration rules or even ignorance of
the different aspects of the inscriptions can be seen. Also, looking at the conducted
interviews, it can be pointed out that the role of the custodian institutions in relation to
the restoration of inscription is weak, unfortunately, in this field , training courses are
not held for the inscription writers and traditional masters, and it seems that by holding
training courses and obliging inscription writers and traditional masters to participate
in these classes, recognizing the values of the works and observing various aspects in
the matter of restoration are institutionalized. Even though in most cases, restoration
operations are carried out under the supervision of restoration experts unfortunately,
due to the lake of standards in the restoration of inscriptions shortage areas, diversity
of approaches in the restoration of inscriptions and even incorrect restorations can be
seen, also, it seems that one of the challenges in the field of protection and restoration of

written inscriptions is the theoretical issues related.
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To the restoration of this category of valuable written works: because the theoretical
reliance of the theoretical discussions of conservation and restoration is often focused
on Western theorists and their studies and theories, which have been explained from the
viewpoint of a group of researchers and following the statements of summits, charters
and such. Especially, when these theoretical rules are put forward in a general way and
without considering the spatial, temporal and cultural background, they usually face
constructions. In order to correct and solve these problems, attention should be paid to
the local knowledge, which can be a way forward in view of the existing knowledge in
the field of Iranian architecture and the rules governing the art of inscriptions, and in
order to add new concepts and foundations to the field of conservation knowledge and

restoration can be considered.
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Tab. 2. Key propositions and categories of propositions resulting from interviewees’

answers to interview questions (Authors, 2019).
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Fig. 1. Paradigm model resulting from interview data (Authors, 2019).

) st Bl 51 (WU (55500 y92m0 b (ol 5900
Lol 51 (A YAS () Ken §  Jlals) (casl aslllas g o590 Jolin (5350 y52me by (Lol jaoro
AN ¢ o) (azye boplas iy s dalllas (gl oanior diilo calises (cLlsy 31 LndusiS 45
CoBIs 5 (Sangd g cepde oelanl lulyi baims Sl (i g (ol 4y ogdler (O
ol yim 50 Jol 315 clapn alasil g (A5 IYAY (Bdiunld) (diiwe 343 loj diopin
2> Aoy 5 005 0l Sioge (slaadadd jI (S o)lsen LaaiS Coope a8 Laul 1 5 Al o
sl (slacuoge ¢ Lol joome (34855 (3l 53 il 135 o Canye Lo diS il (glodyens

ol (gylidgs e dnsS canyob ol

Sl byl 9 65550 y9m0 b (Jeolygome & bgiye 3,08,
loass )o candl (ol 5 et clacwpe 03,5 o5 sl Lasal osete 5l
S SIS )3 350 Joalgs i an =Y oo pails cley -V iaisle (g0)lge gy ligd
Copng O9e (sl b e ol L bLiyl o 5 (Jgie (slaolys ol aaS sl Shs-V s



Ay (s iy Sl | ¥ ¥o |

Lol i8530 B 4usS laioyis 5 i h0kewl gl (sl ) (lmoygd o ccunye
OBl alpls 0955 os LSas ol L g 35 oo hSeid cpises Lanoygd oyl asliwlie
stz IS0 4o it 5 WS o T (2Ll cnpe LAl L B S latoyin g s

Sply 538yl S ol

LavdsS aS ool 51.(A YAS (ol Kan 5 Jlalo) (] o (Jos slaspaly JLssar sl
35509y £9-5 48 00 Eel LaauS 10 0508 Slss cnpo (gl (gylire 290 il sl
sl awd ool 3o ey leladl glyal s 4o (6B S delgB g sl 4o dngipde 5 oy
g 03 yybgs L]

S dzu
50yl dsle calisee (ool 5l g dit ol ¢)lyg0 dxecisyyl BT ymysmten 31 (S0 Lo duusS
ol 0393 Staye (slaadued | So oylgan Lo disS cope disund 0455 diw S5 g (Syib
Lo dssiS Cosyo o ao,Susy 6555 55 ool Jols 45 5l 5Lt Laools 5 duslas 31 ol gl Lo
Jedgs (S0, cape lilos wigy 13 ()BT AS (ylsd 5 aelgb cole) 4 angipas
Lo dsS ooy lidas 159y L it 4S8 1B ausS s> g giw oy Sokw] o yo ol
3yg0yd) dtS i liste 099 3l aBTL v L g tope oyilgd an  aBTL caniwn bL)! o
ol oabplsl glaanlas 4 (B L yn pa 05 00 0300 (i hOLL)
o 50 aliwlio 45738 0yl La S conpo ol b bL3)) o Jgo (claolys uuqu 90 SypS
Syso a3 9 998 03 )8y (i hOkwl 5 ghBS AL (gl (jsel (sLaoygd cdins;
ol 39 ESpb o i S0kl g 9B ALS 9, p3le 5 (citjgel (sliveygd (458 5okl
e ds wlilie Lol g o Lol conyo s ol laoliiylS s Laiys cnpo cslilas eyl 13510
LSLQW)A =9 Lm:\.wf Cnypo yd L.tb.))gs.ga) &5_&: suwdwyly C_lm),o).))l_ﬁ.xa dgud
Conyo g cublas 5 50 48 oo il 51 (So sy o AT iz e 1395 0 0920 Ol
Stocdiiyl () libgs LT3l diass ol cnge b lasye (6o cnlio )5 2925 () libgs (slmasS
o 51y dasks 1 $Shate lél cngo 5 cblin (6,15 s gy bas (ST ASTys s
555 ol 51 25,8 oS5 L cnlis 5 Laslyis ool 4 consl Lal eliylas 5 elalllas 5
u_:l A.Su.:‘ UP > HOBW PR o u_w.)u.:bl L5‘>)‘9-‘° 9 Lm)w sL_(au»‘jal LSL.QMLJ
b g (o) (e i o A2l g 5 g ke (S Cpgods 3By (a5 0l
Wie o2l 38 By g ol sl g o0 9409y (2 JaBLS L Yo ase 9 ¢ ylae
425 5 Sl G)lone diej )3 39290 laarsld & A5 L AS 20 dn g5 oy (10ld 40 1L
55U (Slo 5 pstlio 0938 (sliuslyys 5 usl LiSaly i o () B0 48 1 oS> wsls o

alvlis

AD-20 :(B) ¥ abypn daabhad (i gpdian,d



| ¥y | iohian g gpradads

REONEN S SRPPRNC P NCTSIR WA A1 0175 O(| NSVORSPY || 0 g

bl olhol oyt Shag ealg> (o (VAT (gige coliBlonnl -

335 YoV g 0532 1 (2SO gy (Ss (VF80) g S g il gl -
s 1 0lRg LSl mmlyal da i hassy ag s

ol oty e (U Japo den )3 icumye (353 LOYAY) coplia (g5 —

Lad> copde ylate 5l glojge )BT 859 5 carales oo cprnss) (VWA cpos «(Symmas -
5oyl T oy sy caasss (glyiSd Dl -cbaasmo bl 3l Ll bLs asls
NEREAIWALTY) ul_e(o..ol)_hm ol u_i‘.m)ﬁ

Sage doz i sy ) (s (g3 (Slens 3\ mansS pinss (VAT ) S b -
3 Sy ol ol zlS

w5s Ol yolee Kinyd 1 lied  pi B\ L(WWAD) ¢y 5 LSL -

L 28 Lol )3 LadgeaS cope colio sl gy (oLl L(OYAY) cyomsly ¢ o) -
o8zl oy atyl pulityS Aol bl (il gy ot ¢y 8 (slalome 1 55 855
(otsytie) olabol i

Opgel g ohlal ol syl ecsydinlyd o dazyi i (e L(VTAY) ey g -
e Ol edll Gl

(ol )3 Byre (23 (Lo dnsS coope (os 9 (5313 Jsoh (VYRY) cygpe « Slosbow -
i 08D Eeope diiyl ity S Aabobl ale g dylis duiS (6350 dnlllas
(odid pintio) ylpdo!

Byre (B GBS (IVAF) o i gpudionyd gty codliiumy tymgp « Slosluw -
Lo 10l -y 5

e 3 Blyyesd 683808 5 (6,580 3 (sl i olis L(OYAY) lige Bl -
sl i s lalllas Lo Lt g

ladllas dwmwge sl ) Lidl jLige danyi . ) cmagiiig> L(VWAY) ¢ gyloail ¢ fouits -
> SHIRETS

S8 SIS 5o (WAS) e oo (2l 5 1o guingay3d 1 gt o Jlalo -
S 10lS (833208 Jgoo g 20ld) Sty pede y

855> 1l «oleg Lopededus daz i (W) (655585 LOTAS) gy caslSe —
; Sy

32\ 2 dpad 1 ST (sl pole 53 (S B85S () {(WWA0) edgualie colgsuiul) -
-£99 uL> N 50‘)—&3 LG gye53 hb\;\

£93 Ol o ol W a3 (050 el s ¢ Biliad -

u\)_m L;\_méﬁosm LS\)—E Copda Lg\_n:..m\) (OYAN) ‘KH ‘9_4([59_» 9 ‘Q)Uﬁ ccylid -
290 Ola (s oaly 1 lyad (s joy den i Sa

0310l ol 3850 13l . Gluis e dorume (g5lwdiiume 5 ladllasy L(VYAY) ¢y joL8 -
(odispbizie) poyld pliwsl (Simpeslye S

G Glare 9 35 (G2 B\ (el ¢ 3 sl 3 (34555 L (WWOV) chumgooso o sulad -
195 : 0l A oo

9 4giS Wiz g (e Aoams lhdh 95 domame (sLadnsS (1)55) . (WFD) cllie ¢ Slagd -
(o ite) yoylb gl | Kimdlyno IS oylal sliasl 50 5l (e i



m)\ﬂwmo\;.a\eo\,sm| YFY |

RS Bl mlyliasme do s - sl Nhg 33 ) 158 (YY) (S ey domo
.).Aol;m LS‘J"*"

&5 Sl (Ll g cuope Jgane sloogs (2bph (YAY) (s s dal Sl -
oLy domane yilas dewallie g da glali (63)90 dalllas) (rope ylas aass 3l Gl )5 (3yne
(odaspiaie) olpdol yim ol8lasly coaye diyl w8 Aol L (ot 3948 dmune clgeine

Jsol U LnanssS 5o ogo gy a5 Jsao! gallas i lSely L(07R0) cdiinyd coly S -
S s calialyy s oslul cedlol bhis 5 caducaeles jolaedy (cungiigs dslsd g
(oastiytiie) oldiol ;b sl Eeape duyl pwlitylS Labipbl

o 1OIRS (S gy (dos (Sei)y L(VTAL) ey des coyagn -

g do i eblis Mol o ygiine g Jouol dady)lliwly .OY YY) Sy coipiSys -
AYI-ITD YoV o5\ asbdad ¢ il

5l )LLas 5 Ldlb s dasro Aoz 5 (g lame N> s L(VWAY) S 52 S0 -
j9y 105

- Adi, A., (1999). “History and Theoretical foundations of restoration of cultural
objects”. Translated by: Farahmand borojeni, Faslnameh-y- Honarnameh, 2 (5): 85-95.
- Akasheh, S., (2001). Islamic painting, Translated by Tahami, Tehran, Art field.

- Ayatollahi, H., (1997). Basic of visual arts. Tehran, Samt.

- Bler, Sh., (2014). The first inscriptions in the architecture of the Islamic era of Iran.
Translated by: Golchin Arefi, Tehran: Art Academy

- Brajer, I, (2005). “Dilemmas in the Restoration of Wall Paintings: Conflicts Between
Ethics, Aesthetics, Functions and Values Illustrated by Examples from Denmark”. The
Art of Restoration- Developments and Tendencies of Restoration, Aesthetics in Europe
(Munich: ICOMOS, 2005): 122-140.

- Cameron, Ch., (2009). “The Evolution of the Concept of Outstanding Universal
Value, Conserving the Authentic”. Essays in: Honour of Jukka Jokilehto, Edited by:
Nicholas Stannley —price and Joseph King, Rome: ICCROM Conservation Studies, 10:
127-136.

- Fazaeli, H., (1981). Line teaching. Tehran: Soroush, Second Edition.

- Ghader, H., (2012). “Studies and documention of the ancient mosque of Shiraz”.
Document Center of General Directorate of cultural Heritage of Fars Province
(Unpublished).

- Great, P. T., (2008). Retouching of Art on Paper. London: Archetype.

- Hooman, H., (2006). Apractical guide to qualitative research. Tehran: Samt.

- Ishaghian, M., (2013). / want to become a researcher. Isfahan: Neveshteh.

- Matero, F., (2000). “Ethics and Policy in Conservation”. Newsletter, 15 (1): 5-8.

- Mittone, L., (2010). “The use of neutral colours in the retouching of large losses in
wall painting”. (www.create.ac.uk). (accessed 2017/10/22): 300-304.

- Mohammad Hasan, Z., (1998). Iranian art in the Islamic era. Translated by:
Eghlidi, Tehran: Seday-e-Moaser.



| YfY | iohiBen g padad

- Mora, P.; Mora, L. & Philippot, P., (1983). Conservation of Wall Paintings. London:
Butterworth.

- Qochani, A., (1986). Report on the inscriptions, of Shiraz, Nou Mosque, Atigh
Mosque and some scriptions and tombstones. Shiraz: Document Center of the General
Directorate of Culturak Heritage of Fars Province, (Unpublished).

- Qotbi, N., (1973). Research in the definition of art and a standard for measuring
arts. Tehran: Zavar.

- Salsali, M., Fakhr movahedi, A. & Cheraghi, M., (2007). Research in medical
sciences. Tehran: Boshra.

- Shayestehfar, M. (2005). Elements of Shiee art in painting and inscriptions of
Timurids and Safavids. Tehran: Publications of the Institute of Islamic Art studies.

- Shimel, A., (2002). Islamic calligraphy. Translated by: Afshar, Tehran: Institute
Islamic Art studies

- Soleimani, P., (2012). “Theoretical and practical principles of restoratiob of mosaic
tile inscriptions in Iran, A case study of Ghaffarieh Dome, Maragheh city”. Master’s
Thesis (Unpublished).

- Soleimani, P.; Vahidzadeh, R. & Farahmand, H., (2015). Moaragh tile inscription
in Iran. Tehran: Hampa

- Strauss, A. & Corbin, J., (2013). Fundamentals of qualitative research, techniques
and stages of producing grounded theory. Translated by: Afshar, Tehran: Nei.

- Youkilhetou, Y., (1998). History of architectural preservation. Translated by:
Talebian & Bahar, Tehran: Rozaneh.

- Youkilhetou, Y., (1998). “International protection standards, principles and charter”.
Translated by: Cheraghchi, Faslnameh-y-Asar, 29-30: 121-135.



