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Abstract

The historical city of Esfarayen is one of the most important and glorious cities of the
Islamic period, which was one of the important provinces of Neishapur until the Mongol
invasion, and shortly after the Mongol invasion and the destruction of Neishapur, it
was revived and flourished more than before when the Ilkhanids came to power. At the
beginning of Timur’s rule, this city was severely destroyed, and from the end of Timur’s
period to the end of Shah Abbas Safaviy’s rule, it grew relatively slowly with political
ups and downs, and it was abandoned due to the attack of Afghans and population
changes. One of the most important valuable goods that was exported from China to
other regions from the third to the twelfth century A.H. is Celadon pottery and the
other is blue-white pottery. According to the 9 seasons of archaeological exploration
in Shahr-e Belqays, 5 pieces of celadon and 2 pieces of blue-white pottery have been
found, which have not been studied so far, and for this reason, research was necessary.
The main questions of this research are, first of all, what period do these celadons and
blue-and-white porcelain belong to? Secondly, according to the technical structure and
typological comparison, are the pottery produced locally or extra-regionally, and how
did it enter the city of Esfarayen? The third question is the reason for the presence
of this type of pottery in the historical city of Esfarayen based on the archaeological
context and historical documents. The descriptive-analytical research method and data
collection method is based on field and library studies. The results showed that the
celadons belong to the 2™ to the 8" century A.H. and the blue-and-white pottery are
dated to the beginning of the 8th to the 11th century. The celadons and blue-whites
studied are completely non-native and entered the city of Esfarayen by sea and land.
Due to the quality and rarity, the type of motifs and the type of lines and writing themes
are related to the noble and wealthy classes of the city.
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Introduction

Due to the strategic position of the land of Iran, which has always been on the path of
important East-West communication routes from the past to the present, with a branch
of the Silk Road passing through its soil as an intermediary between the civilizations
of the Far East, especially China and Its western neighbors were like Iraq and Syria.
Among the goods exported from China are the famous Celadon pottery and blue-and-
white pottery. Due to the importance of Celadon and blue-and-white pottery, many
countries were competing with each other based on their geographical region at that
time to take over the market for the products of this art and industry. China was the
main manufacturer of this product and Iran was the main highway for the commercial
connection of this product to Europe and Africa. The city of Esfarayen is one of the
important cities of the Islamic period, which was located on the commercial route of
the Silk Road (Moghdisi, 1982: 566); (Ibn-e Howqal, 1986: 188; Jihani, 1988: 149);
(Ibn-e Khurdazbah, 1991: 222). Due to the presence of powerful rulers and politicians
such as Abu al-Abbas Esfarayeni in the Samanid and Ghaznavid periods, in the Seljuq
and Ilkhanid periods such as Saeed Malik Bahauddin Juvini and in the Safavid period,
Abu Muslim Khan enjoyed special growth and development and is one of the most
prosperous and prosperous cities. Khorasan was considered that the commercial
highways passed through this city (Aubin, 1971:121). In addition to crossing the trade
route, the existence of thriving markets (Idrisi, 1409 AH, Vol. 2: 690-693)¢ (Hamiri,
1984: 56), and the production of important goods such as: cloth, metal containers,
pottery, makes merchants and In addition to supplying goods imported from far away to
this city, merchants should distribute the goods produced in this city to nearby cities and
distant places, especially the Iranian plateau, Shamat, Anatolian Peninsula, North Africa,
etc. One of the most important imported goods and popular among the governors and
residents of this city is the dishes known as Celadon and Blue White, of which 5 pieces
of such dishes have been discovered in archacological excavations (Nikgoftar, 2014).
Considering the discovery of this pottery from the archacological context and the lack
of introduction and study of it, and from the mention of writing marks on their surface,
the upcoming article tries to analyze them in the context of history and archeology in

addition to introducing and reading the lines.

Discussion and reasoning:

In the archaeological excavations of the city of Esfarayen, a total of 4 pieces of celadon
pottery were found, one of which is of the Yue type (3rd-4th century) and the rest is of
the Lank Chuan type (6th and 7th century). By examining and comparing these types
of pottery, it can be said that in addition to neighboring areas and extra-regional areas,
there has been direct or indirect trade with China since the 3rd century, considering the
increase in the number of Lankchuan pottery related to the 6th century. And seventhly,

from the reference of historical documents about the rule of the Jovini family over
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this city, their good relations with the Genghis family and the handing over of the
government of the western part of Khorasan to this family (Jovini, 2012, vol.2, 222)
and the political-economic journey of this family to Mongolia (ibid.: 222) and from the
discovery of coins from this period in neighboring regions (Nikgoftar & Behnamfar,
2008) and extra-regional (TFOHUBEKSAAH, 2003) it can be said that in this period,
Lank Chuan pottery came through the trade route of the Silk Road. That Esfarayen was
located in one of these important commercial branches (Maghdisi, 1982: 566); (Ibn-e
Howgal, 1986: 188; Jihani, 1988: 149); (Ibn-e Khurdazbah, 1991: 222) entered this city.
Among other pottery that can be seen in China and Islamic lands in a significant way
after Celadon is blue-and-white pottery, the production of these vessels became common
in the states of Jijiang, Jianshui, Yusi and Jiangshan from the Yuan Dynasty, but the best
type In the Jindjin states in the city of Chin Khwa (Chin-Hwa), which was related to the
imperial furnaces (Bahranipour, 2022: 8). In the archaeological excavations in Shahr-e
Belqays, 2 pieces of blue-and-white pottery were identified, which according to the
decorations and technical structure belong to the late Timurid and Safavid periods and
the Ming period in China. It has been stated that according to the reference of historical
documents and archaeological data mentioned above about the importance, value and
use of these vessels and from the motifs and lines used and the examination of the
technical structure of the vessels which proves that they are non-native, in general, it can
be He said that these dishes were made for the order or use of the rich class and nobles

in this city.

Conclusion

By studying the piece of Chinese pottery in the city of Esfarayen, so far, two prominent
pottery types of Celadan and blue-and-white have been obtained, the first group of
Celadan; that by comparative comparison of this species in terms of technical structure
such as; The type of paste, glaze and construction form with examples of ceramics
obtained from the sites of the Islamic period such as; Siraf, Mehruban, Kish, Neishapur,
and Bandar Najiram, it can be said that this type of celadan is imported and non-native,
and in terms of chronology, it is similar to the Yue and Lank Chuan types at the same
time as the Samanian period until the end of the Ilkhanate period. The increase in the
number of Lankchuan type of celadan along with other archaeological evidence and
historical documents prove the prosperity and prosperity of this city in the Ilkhanid
period and a transregional and global trade connection. Among the other types of pottery
that were mentioned are blue-and-white pottery, according to the comparative studies
and examination of their technical structure, this type is also imported, according to the
references in the historical documents about the destruction of this city in the attack of
Timur and its lack of prosperity. It can be said that the presence of this type of pottery in
this city dates back to the late Timurid period and the early Safavid period, during which

time this city prospered again. According to the taxonomic examination and comparison
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of the pottery, which is completely similar to the pottery discovered in Hormuz, Taiwan,
and the samples obtained from North Africa, it can be said that probably these pottery
were indirectly and transregionally and globally from China to the port of Hormuz. And
through the south-north highway and through the Jerjan-Tos commercial road, which
was restored and reconstructed by Amir Ali Shir Navai in this period, he entered the city
of Safrayan. Due to the rarity, quality of construction, themes and motifs, and on the
one hand, historical documents indicate that these dishes were used in royal banquets or
royal tombs, and from the discovery of these pieces from the citadel and noble houses,
it can be said that these dishes are unique to The privileged and prosperous classes
belonged to the historical city of Esfarayen. In general, the Chinese writings in the blue-
and-white earthenware of Esfarayen city are as follows: the text of container number 9,
the writing on the bottom of the container is incomplete and illegible, and the text on the
bottom of the container contains the Chinese word called (peace, comfort), (longevity),
(happiness) and (health). The text of container number 13 is written with the comparison
and typology of the Chinese word du-ming-nlen-zuo, meaning the construction of the

Ming period.
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Fig. 1: celadon of the 3 and 4" century A.H. discovered from the Shahr-e Belqays Esfarayen (Vahdati, 2010: 115).
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(Wilkinson, 1973: 258).
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Fig. 4: Long Chuan Celadon discovered from the
historic port of Najiram, comparable to the sample
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Fig. 3: The Longchuan sladden discovered from the
Shahr-e Belqays Esfarayen (Nikgoftar, 2014).

from Balqis city (Toufigian, 2021: 198).
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Fig. 6: Sample of Celadon Long Chuan discovered
from south of Iran in Williamson collection (Toufigian,
2021: 198).
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Fig. 5: The Longchuan Celadon discovered from the
Shahr-e Belqays Esfarayen (Nikgoftar, 2014).
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Fig. 7: Celadon bowl discovered from the Shahr-e Belqays Esfarayen (Nikgoftar, 2011: 232).




i ” VY ” ol Gyt i claaillin ) a5 SRS |

LOFF TAY (e 5 and) S 3 BgiSe ylgn KOY (0N Digad :A S
Fig. 8: Sample of Celadon Long Chuan discovered from Kish (Faizi & Mehjoor 2013: 146).
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Fig. 9: Fragment of a blue-white porcelain dish with discovered Chinese writings from the historical city Belqays
(Farjami & Nikgoftar, 2010).
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Fig. 12: Dish belonging to Jiajing (WWW. Pinterest.com).
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Fig. 13: A Chinese plate discovered from the excavations the historical city Belqays (Nikgoftar, 2013: 134).
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Fig. 14: A Chinese plate discovered from the excavations of Hormuz Island (Danshpur, 2007).
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