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Abstract

This paper utilizes an approach that combines studies of Samanid period artifacts and
textual accounts with modern genetic studies to explore the identity of the people who
were involved in long distance trade from the far eastern regions of the Central Asia into
Northern Europe. Although this study does not analyze the Samanid works, it reiterates
and illustrates how important Iran/Persia was in the history of Europe as well as Central
Asia. The information contained in the artifacts and texts gives us the evidence needed to
understand the vast trade network and the people who were responsible for the movement
of these goods, people and ideas. This study reconfirmed recent genetic studies that the
people, collectively termed Rus or Vikings, were a mixture primarily of Scandinavians,
Slavs, and Turks, with additional admixing with local populations. The importance of
the Persian and Arabic sources addressing contact between the Rus and Eastern people
has been thoroughly discussed by Thorir Jonsson Hraundal. In these texts, the Rus were
referred to by different names including Majus, Northmanni, Urduman, Warank as
well as by other names. One of his many observations is the unmistakable influence of
Turkic culture on that of the Rus. This complex ancestry is supported by recent genetic
studies and will be discussed in more detail below in light of archaeological evidence.
Thus, the term Rus refers to a way of life rather than a homogenous ethnic or cultural
group. However, this study refined the identity of the people responsible by observing
a correlation between the distribution of the genetic haplogroup R1a sub-clade and the
long-distance trade routes across Central Asia to Northern Europe, with the central focus
in Eastern Europe. Despite the vast distance, the evidence indicates that there were
cultural contacts between people with linked ancestry. The study is important because
it begins to reveal the unexpected influence of Eastern cultures on those of Northern
Europe.
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Introduction

The Samanid Empire stretched from the eastern part of present-day Uzbekistan through
to the Caspian Sea in the west. In Central Asia, the Middle East and Europe, the local
traditional religions were being replaced by new ones, resulting in many religious
movements that were related to but distinct from each other. Tribal affiliations were also
slowly giving way to loyalties to kingdoms and nation states. Along with these changes
came laws and new economic systems, as well as new concepts of kinship, legitimacy,
inheritance and marriage. Understanding the beliefs and relationships between these
different groups is important for understanding the causes of conflicts and the creation
of alliances. Increase in long distance trade coincides with the beginning of the Medieval
Warming Period, when the average temperature in the North Atlantic was rising leading
to longer growing seasons and surplus. Thawing of rivers also allowed travel to begin
earlier in the spring and go on for longer into the fall. It is during this time that Samanid
silver coins and steel and swords were moving from the eastern regions of the Samanid
empire, via Central Asia and Eastern Europe, all the way to Northern Europe and into
the British Isles.

This study primarily focuses on the period between the late 9™ to late 10 century. It
does not analyze the Samanid artifacts and textual accounts, but rather uses the evidence
from them to help explain the people involved in these trade connections outside the
Empire. This reiterates and illustrates the scope and importance of Iran/Persia in the
history of Europe and Central Asia. This paper uses a broad anthropological approach
that combines three independent categories of evidence, artifactual, textual and genetic,
to investigate the contacts between diverse groups of people and begin to identify
patterns of behavior. Each of these distinct types of evidence reveals the same pattern
of behavior of long-distance trade and contacts.

Over the past two centuries, many scholarly endeavors have been influenced
by nationalism and modern anachronistic concepts of ethnic identities that do not
necessarily reflect those of people from the past. The terms Rus and Viking will be
used throughout this paper; however, it should be noted that they are being used here as
general terms and are meant to denote people who practice a particular lifestyle which
primarily involved traveling by water to engage in activities including hunting, fishing,
trading and raiding, rather than inferring a particular ethnic group or homeland. How far
individual traders traveled is uncertain but likely ranged from as far as one could go and
return before the weather turned, to longer trips that could last for years.

There are many competing theories with valid arguments that tend to confuse and
cloud our understanding of the past rather than elucidating them. It was the intent
of this study to provide an independent argument that would either support or refute
contested theories. Some of the most debated arguments include what caused the Viking
age, and the ethnic identity of the Rus, their conversion to Christianity, or their later

involvement in the Varingian Guard, the elite military unit of the Byzantine Army. What
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these studies increasingly show is that the idea that the Rus were a homogenous group
of pagan Vikings from Scandinavia, is inaccurate. This group of people spent most
of their life on the move, rather than living in one location in a settled community.
Accurately identifying who these people were and their role in history is necessary for
understanding the interactions between different groups of people who met through
peaceful or forceful means.

This study begins by looking at the distribution of Samanid silver coins found
in great qualities in Viking contexts in Northern Europe (Naismith, 2005). The year
the coins were minted provide the earliest possible date for the trade and indicated
their place of production. The second type of artifacts are swords and ingots made of
crucible steel. While their origins in Central Asia are not proven, this is a distinctive
and identifiable method of steel production that is only known to have been produced
in certain locations in Central Asia and India, to be traded widely across Europe,
Asia and into Africa. Most notably, this steel was used to create one group of Vikings
swords referred to as “Ulfberht” (Feuerbach, 2016). These and other artifacts began
their “life” in Central Asia, alongside the coins, and then traveled to Northern Europe
where they were eventually deposited and became part of the archaeological record.

The next aim was to identify the people responsible for the movement of the coins
and steel, beyond their broad identification as Viking. For this the textual accounts were
consulted. One of the major scholarly arguments is the identity of the Rus because
there appears to be inconsistencies in names and descriptions in the textual accounts.
There are still major gaps in our understanding of this time period, so claims that the
information in the texts is false, simply because it does not fit with modern preconceived
ideas, is unwarranted. This paper does not evaluate the texts for accuracy or veracity,
but rather considers them to be a form of “archival testimony” that reflect the beliefs
about a particular group of people or events at a particular point in time.

Finally, recent genetic studies were used to refine the identity of the most influential
groups. Genetic studies can tell us about the makeup of people in different locations in
the past and present. They can reveal the percentage of similar genes in populations and
identify the movements of people. These studies can tell us where the gene is found and
in how much of the population has it. However, they cannot explain how those genes
arrived at those destinations or why or when it occurred. The genetic distribution pattern
requires additional information about past events, and knowledge about past cultural
traditions, such as kinship and mating patterns. It is this intangible information that can
be extracted from the textual accounts and the distribution of artifacts.

One of the most valuable aspects of the Persian and Arab textual accounts from
the Samanid period is that they record some of the last vestiges of these people and
their traditions before kingdoms and Christianity changed the shape of Europe and the
people’s way of life forever. Although there is a diverse range of archaeological and

textual evidence from this period, our understanding of the customs of different groups
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of people and the interactions between them is unclear because of the sparsity of written
sources in Europe. Therefore, one needs to look for information about these people from

the trade in artifacts and in the textual accounts from Samanid Empire.

Artifactual evidence

While many studies on the early Medieval period concentrate on armies, raids and
wars, it is during the 10™ century CE when goods traded between regions of Western
Asia and Central Asia and Northern Europe appear in significant quantities. There is
archaeological evidence for an extensive trade network between the people of Northern
Europe and Central Asia (Watts, 2015) particularly during the Samanid period. For
the coins and steel to have reached Northern Europe from Eastern Uzbekistan, they
would have had to travel great distances, around 4000 miles/6000 Km. The number of
Samanid coins exported to Northern Europe is estimated to have been over a million
a year (Kovalev 2002, 12). Over half the coins date to the reign of Nasr II (914-943
CE) (Naismith, 2005). There was a sudden reduction in coin imports after this time,
corresponding to the decline of the Samanid Empire. While the number of coins from
eastern lands declines, there is an increase in Carolingian coins in Northern Europe
(Garipzanov, 2005: 65). This increase coincides with the formation of Nation-states
and the growing importance of Roman Christianity throughout Northern and Western
Europe. These coins give us a small window of time to investigate the people involved
in this trade.

In addition to the influx of silver coins, steel and swords were also traded to Northern
Europe. Their unique place in society provides the opportunity to understand the role
they played in the events and interactions between and within people, and under different
circumstances. Swords were a symbol of nobility and the tool of the elite warriors, so
they were often mentioned in textual accounts. There are many methods that have been
used to make steel for swords. Crucible steel was a distinct method of steel production
that is distinguishable from the steel being produced in Europe at that time. This steel
was the choice material for swords because of their reputation for high performance
quality, some of which also had a desirable water pattern. Evidence shows that the steel
was being produced in vast quantities through the Samanid Empire. Archaeological
evidence indicates that it was being produced in numerous locations throughout Central
Asia at this time, including sites such as Pap, Tuva, Akshiket in the Ferghana Valley
(Rehren and Papachristu, 2000), and at Merv, in Turkmenistan (Feuerbach, 2006).
Two of the most notable scholars who recorded crucible steel production in Iran/Persia
were the polymaths Al-Beruni (973-1050 CE), and Omar Khayyam (1048-1131 CE).
They record various steel “recipes” as well as the location of other production centers
throughout Iran/Persia (Allan and Gilmour, 2000).

Swords made of crucible steel can be distinguished from those made by other

methods using scientific analysis (Feuerbach, 2006). Although comparatively rare,
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these swords have been found in Europe. Alan Williams (2009) studied a group of
swords collectively known as “Ulfberht” and he discovered that some of the swords
have a microstructure characteristic of crucible steel. When considering the number
of Samanid coins found in Viking contexts, and the amount of crucible steel that
was being produced in these regions of Central Asia at the same time, it is plausible
that the steel too originated from production centers in the Samanid Empire. The
likely location was the Ferghana Valley where there are mountains of mineral wealth
and archaeological sites that indicate the production of crucible steel ingots on an
industrial scale. How these artifacts reached Northern Europe, the extent of long-
distance trade networks, and Eastern influence in the lives of Northern Europeans are
questions that have not been adequately addressed. Where trade items travel, so do
people and ideas.

Trade went in both directions. There is further evidence for connection between
the Vikings of Norway, Orkney, Shetland Islands, and Samanid Persia, through the
Walrus Ivory trade. Walrus ivory was a luxury material used for carving high status
items including chess pieces, religious art, and it was the preferred material for sword
and knife grips (Khorasani, 2006). Ivory from walruses that only live in Greenland and
eastern Canada were found in archaeological context in Kyiv, evidence of a 4000 km
trade route (Barrett et al., 2022).

The study of the imported coins, along with William’s discovery, produced a knock-
on effect that led to subsequent research resulting in the ability to link some of the
“Ulfberht” swords with Haakon “the Good” Haroldson of Norway (920-961 CE),
and some of the swords to King Athelstan’s other nephews (Feuerbach and Hanley,
2017). Haakon grew up in the court of his foster-father King Athelstan of Britain, but
his biological father was the Norwegian Viking Harold Fairhair. This discovery was
significant for a many reasons. It provided a date for the sword distribution, around
935 CE, which is consistent with the coin dates of the first half of the 10" century
(Feuerbach and Hanley, 2017). This information allowed for sword types to be linked
to specific groups of people, and this also correlated with their kinship relationships to
King Athelstan. It also identified previously unappreciated family relationships. Thus,
the information gleaned from the Samanid period coins and the steel for the swords,
combined with historical accounts, lead to the ability to link the “Ulfberht” swords to
individuals and their supporters.

The evidence illustrates the complex nature of cultural influences, contacts and
religious traditions that were occurring side by side. Interestingly, although Haakon’s
father was reputed to be a follower of Odin, Haakon “the Good” was a Christian and
he could not speak the local languages in Norway. The majority of his supporters to
whom he would have given swords were from Scandinavia and Baltic regions and
primarily followers of Odin and Thor. Furthermore, non-Christians were known for

serving Christian kings, illustrated by the story of St Christopher. Others lived their lives
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as Vikings, but converted to Chrigtianity later in life, such as Olafr Sigtryggsson Viking
ruler of York and Dublin (and also King Athelstan’s nephew) who was baptized in 942
CE, and also Sigurd Hlodvirsson converting Orkney and Northern Isles to Christianity
in 995 CE (Gylfason,1997).The conversion of the Rus of Kyiv in 988 CE was not the
first group of Viking-Rus to convert to Christianity but the most discussed. Haakon was
a Christian but was buried as a pagan, whereas Olafr and Sigurd lived as pagans and
died as Christians. This illustrates the problems with generalizations and describing
all the Vikings and Rus as pagans; it is imprecise and skews the way the evidence and
events are understood. One reason the Samanid period textual accounts are so valuable
is because they offer additional descriptions and accounts of these people at virtually
the same point in time, and not only from multiple cultural perspectives, but also from
different geographic angles as well.

The importance of the Persian and Arabic sources addressing contact between the
Rus and Eastern people has been thoroughly discussed by Thorir Jonsson Hraundal
(2014). He explains how these texts give an “alternative narrative” of the Rus. In
these texts, the Rus were referred to by different names including Majus, Northmanni,
Urduman, Warank as well as by other names (Hraundal, 2014, 69). One of his many
observations is the unmistakable influence of Turkic culture on that of the Rus. This
complex ancestry is supported by recent genetic studies (Maroti et al., 2022) and will be
discussed in more detail below in light of archaeological evidence.

Genetic studies have given the most unexpected discoveries particularly that these
Vikings were not an ethnically homogenous group, but rather, their genetic heritage is
far more complex than initially believed. It has often been assumed that these accounts
are referring to the same or similar group of people or culture, most commonly referred
to as Vikings who left their homeland in Scandinavia by the sea, to trade and pillage their
neighbors. With more research, this simplified understanding has changed dramatically
in the last few decades. Previously generalizations have been made, but these are too
broad to be of great use in identifying specific groups of people and their actions, but by
teasing out traits and characteristics, we can begin to see the behaviors and influences
of distinctive groups of people.

Even before the 10" century there are accounts of the long-distance trade in swords
and other goods. The Book of Roads and Kingdoms written by the 9" century Persian
geographer Ibn Khurradadhbih, described different groups of people, from the Rus in
North Europe to the people of Indonesia in far southeast Asia. He discusses various trade
routes and the people who are undertaking this trade. According to Ibn Khurradadhbih,
the Radhaniya were Jewish traders who travelled from Europe to China and back.
Among the items they traded were furs and swords. Crucible steel was known in China
for centuries as pin tie, and it was said to come from the “Western Barbarians” (Laufer,
1917: 515). The languages the Radhaniya traders spoke included Persian, Arabic, Greek,

Frankish, Andalusian and Slavic, indicate the major groups involved with trade between
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the Middle East and Persia, but also Byzantium, Western and Eastern Europe including
the land of the Jewish Khazars in the northern Caucasus.

Ibn Khurradadhbih also records that the Rus also traded in furs and swords and that
the Rus are one of the Saqaliba people. This implies that he does not consider them an
ethnically homogenous group, and this description corresponds with later genealogical
accounts of royal marriages (Lenhoff, 2015) as well as the genetic studies (Mardti et
al., 2022). Ibn Khurradadhbih makes an important observation when he states that
Rus, “pretend” to be Christian. This is significant because it would fit the description
of an oath swearer. These were non-Christian mercenaries that would be in the service
of Christian kings and thus would have to act in a Christian manner. This also fits with
the contemporary story of St Christopher, the sailor who wants to serve the greatest
king and ends up carrying “Christ” across the water; thus, physically transporting
Christian pilgrims, and metaphorically carrying the message of Christ across the seas.
St Christopher was born a pagan but later was baptized a Christian (Stokes, 1890). The
story parallels the lives of these Rus transporting people, goods, and ideas.

Ibn Khurradadhbih also records that the Rus had two major north/south trade routes
originating in Northern Europe; the western route went via the Dnieper River through
Ukraine to the Black Sea ending in Constantinople, while the eastern route followed
the Volga River to the Caspian Sea and then on to Bagdad. The Radhaniya may have
been from Radhan, a city in Iraq near Bagdad that had a large Jewish population and
Christians that were members of “The Church of the East”, the eastern branch of
Christianity that goes back to the earliest days of the religion. The association with sea
travel and Baghdad as a destination, could support the idea that the Jewish merchants
employed Rus as sailors. Furthermore, the Church would have also been involved with
the trade to these different branches.

The fullest source on the Rus and other cultures of Central Asia is found in the
accounts of Ibn Fadlan. His descriptions of the people he encountered is detailed and
insightful, and worth further study from an anthropological perspective. For part of
his journey, Ibn Fadlan travelled with an embassy sent from Baghdad to the Finno-
Ugric Khanate at the northern part of the Volga River, in 922 CE (Lunde and Stone,
2012). As for the people of Finno-Ugric Khanate, it is significant to note that Fadlan
claims the region had recently converted to Islam, further illustrating the far reach of
cultural diffusion via the rivers from Bagdad towards the Northeast. His accounts of the
Volga Rus are often cited as examples of Rus customs in general, but this is problematic
because this assumes that the Rus were a single homogenous ethnic or cultural entity,
which they were not.

Fadlan describes these Rus swords as being broad bladed and of the “Frankish”
type, and he also reports about a blacksmith called Tikin, who sold steel to the Slavs,
once again indicating the Slavs as a significant player in the trade of steel and swords.

Thus, Fadlan’s reports clearly show the complexities associated with the movement
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of steel and swords from various regions being transported northwards though Eastern
Europe.

The Persian geographer Ibn Rusta claimed that the Rus use Sulayman swords, and
this is usually interpreted as an Arab or Muslim sword. His accounts are of particular
importance because he records behaviors and what was believed about other parts of the
world including the British Isles. The Anglo-Saxon world was also aware of the Islamic
world. Beckett’s (2003) study of “Anglo-Saxon Perceptions of the Islamic World, also
clearly demonstrates that the clergy knew of the Islamic lands and traditions. In regard
to Rus customs, he states that when a son is born, he is given a sword and no other
property from his father. This is consistent with information found in the Icelandic
sagas. Harold Fairhair said that women inherit the land, while men inherit the title of
king. The inheritance of property through the mother’s line is consistent with some
tribal societies, particularly in those where the men are away for long periods of time
and engage in risky activities such as those undertaken by the Viking or Rus.

The patterns that are witnessed in the earlier texts are also discussed a century later
by the Andalusian traveler Abu Hamid (1080-1170 CE) (Lunde and Stone, 2012). He
discusses swords that match the locations of crucible steel production as well as the
steels characteristics. He states that they are “from the lands of Islam, made in Zanjan,
Abhar, Tabriz and Isfahan, but only bare blades without pommel or decoration;
simply the iron blank as it comes from the furnace, after being tempered in water for
a considerable time, until when it is hung from a string and struck with the fingernail
or with some object of wood or iron, it resonates for a long time (Lunde and Stone,
2012: 78). The description of the steel is consistent with descriptions of the “ring” of
crucible steel and the trade in ingots rather than forged blades. He also records that
swords from Islamic lands were traded to the Bulghars who then trade them further
North to the Yura people.

Abu Hamid also describes the Saqaliba (Slavs) as Nestorians like the Byzantines
(Lunde and Stone, 2012: 76). The term Nestorians is hotly debated in scholarly circles,
but nevertheless, it seems to be used here to mean that they are Christians and belong
to the Church of the East, rather than to that of Rome. He also mentions that he met
a man who married into the Muslim community, indicating it is a multi-religious city.
Furthermore, he states that in Kyiv, they are descendants of the Maghribs and they
look like Turks. Maghribs is a term used to describe people from Northwest Africa and
Spain. This claim has also been debated and dismissed as inaccurate, even though he
was from the region and his other accounts are deemed accurate. When considering the
Byzantine history of the Maghrib prior to it becoming part of the Islamic world, the
extent of trade with the region by sea, the multiethnic nature and the various religious
sects and long-term contacts, there is no reason to assume that his account is unreliable.
Umayyad Spain was known to be ethnically and religiously diverse, with Muslims, Rus,

Jews and Christians living and intermixing together.
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Genealogical and Genetics Evidence

What accounts for so many names for different groups of Rus in the tales and reports?
Are they Scandinavian or Slavic? Why are there seemingly contradictory accounts of
their “ethnicity”? The descriptions in sagas of mating practices of Vikings indicate the
widespread polygamous relationships (Raffield et al., 2017). Polygamy, having more
than one wife, was not an uncommon behavior for certain groups. Its effect on the
culture including the distribution of genetic material, deserves more objective study. It
has been linked to increased violence and competition over resources, but it might also
have facilitated the transfer of knowledge, the movement of people and trade items,
over long distances. Harold Fairhair, for example, had at least two dozen children with
least 6 women in many locations outside of his homeland in Norway. Furthermore, the
sagas tell of movement of kings and queens from the British Isles to locations eastward.
Christian women are also known to have had children with powerful men in the Islamic
world. The women are often referred to as coming from lower strata of society and
the terms “slave” or “servant” are often used. These terms are used to discredit the
maternal line, because the women’s kin were initially the landowners and the group who
supplied the military might, whereas the male lineage was tied to divine right to rule
and the church. With the changing religions and the accompanying changes in marriage
laws and inheritance systems, the negative terms reflect the new concepts of legitimacy.
Referring to someone as illegitimate discredits their right to inherit and to rule. Treating
the maternal line as insignificant results in missing the influence of half the population
and this, in part, explains why this time period seems so difficult to understand.

To compound the problem, classifying children as the product of either a marriage
partner or a concubine is a product of anachronistic scholarship rather than objective
study. From a broad anthropological perspective, “marriages” come in many forms.
The concept that marriage requires monogamy and a life-long commitment is a product
primarily of later Roman Catholic church doctrine more than past customs. Dismissing
women as concubines and children as illegitimate is a culture distinction and does not
necessarily reflect the beliefs or customs of the people that lived at a different time or
place. This long-distance trade, and the preponderance to genetically mix with local
populations can begin to explain some of the genetic distribution patterns. For example,
Abu Hamid claimed that red hair and white skin of the Kyrgyz was due to their mixing
with the Saqlabs (Slavs). There is some genetic evidence for this as well, specifically the
R1a sub-clade gene which is found in the highest concentration in Eastern Europe, but
pockets are also found in other Eastern Regions of Central Asia. Many of these locations
where the R1a sub-clade are found in the population is also where there is evidence of
crucible steel production. Furthermore, Muqaddasi states that there are six stages to the
journey from Merv to Amul and “the fifth stage on the desert route is called Ribat Baris,
the same name as the Slavic envoy” (Lunde and Stone, 2012: 223). This is significant

because this area seems to correspond with traces of Eastern European genetic evidence.
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Interestingly, there is also a concentration in northern India where Urdu is spoken which
could explain the description of the Rus as Urduman. The various names of the Rus
could indicate the location of the homeland of that group, rather than designating a
single ethnic or cultural makeup.

Geographic areas being named after the people who live in that territory is a common
practice; the use of the suffix “-stan” meaning “stone” in Anglo-Saxon (Foot, 2011) or
“land of” in Persian (Maciuszak, 2008). This is of particular interest because of its use
in personal names in Britain during this time, King Athelstan, meaning “Noble stone”,
Archbishop “Wolfstan”, and St Dunstan who was in charge of both The Church of the
West and the Church of the East. Dunstan was also reported to be a blacksmith who
kept the devil away with his tongs. Even a cursory investigation of some of the artwork
produced during this early period shows close parallels with Eastern lands. The genetic
evidence also indicates eastern connections.

Genetic studies can identify gene variations and compare them between populations
to investigate the movement of people over place and time. One gene variant of interest
is the R1ala sub-clade because it seems to have originated in the Caucasus and Eastern
Europe, and then spread to other areas (Underhill et al., 2015). This gene is passed
down the paternal line, from father to son. When and how this variant reached these
populations are questions that genetics cannot answer without additional cultural
information. It is significant to note virtually only one Rlala variation is found in
Scandinavia, the British Isles and Iceland, and it appears during the Viking period (Lall
et al., 2021). It is found in the highest percentage on Shetland and Orkney (Goodacre et
al., 2005). The Icelandic saga’s state that it was Harald Fairhair who claimed the islands
for Norway in 875 CE. These islands are known to have been bases for Vikings and
walrus hunters out of Norway. This suggests that the R1a variation in Northern Europe
was a particular group of Rus, that had ancestors who were from Scandinavia, Eastern
Europe, including an ancestor of Turkic origin. The study of a women from a Viking
burial in Trondheim revealed her Eastern ancestry (Krzewinska et al., 2015). Given
what we now know about the extent of admixing of populations, it is likely that she, or
her maternal ancestor, traveled to Norway via Eastern Europe during the Viking age.

There is other potential evidence found in naming systems. It has been argued that
the names Harold and Haakon are not Scandinavian in origin. Haakon the Good was
named by his uncle-by-marriage Sigurd Haakonson, after his father. Decades later,
Sigurd marries Haakon’s half-sister, and carrying on this tradition, Haakon “the Good”
names this nephew Haakon Sigurdsson. It is important to note that Sigurd is both
Haakon’s uncle and nephew by marriage. This kinship system needs further exploration
to better understand how people understood their relationship and responsibilities to
each other. The similarity between the names Haakon, and the name of the Fatimid ruler
al-Hakim (985-1021 CE), and the ruler of Umayyad Cordoba al-Hakam (915-976 CE),

is intriguing and may not be merely a coincidence. Al-Hakim is described as having



| 231 || Motaleate Bastanshenasic Parsch (MBD) || Vol. 7 | No. 24 || Summer 2023

blue eyes and red-blond hair, and it is argued that his mother was a Melkite Christian
of Eastern Christianity. At this point the connections are primarily speculation, but the
intermarriage of Muslim men with Christian women during the 10" century is known to
have been practiced in Umayyad Spain and elsewhere in the Islamic world. With more

research it may be possible to better understand these complex relationships.

Conclusion

The evidence created during the Samanid period allowed the research to progress resulting
in new insights into the identity of the Rus, and the people living in the surrounding
areas who did not leave many written records of their own. In particular, the Samanid
period silver coins and crucible steel artifacts, together with the information from the
textual accounts, and coupled with modern genetic studies, show a correlation in the
distribution of artifacts, and patterns of behavior. People were engaged in long-distance
trade, and they were having intimate contacts between people from vastly different
cultural and genetic backgrounds. Further research from an anthropological perspective
on different kinship, kingship, and marriage practices, along with more research on the
artifact distribution and religious practices, should identify specific clusters of evidence
and refine specific patterns of behavior for particular groups of people.

The strength of this study is that it combined independent evidence and different
perspectives to identify clusters of behaviors, relationships, and links between groups.
The need to identify the Rus-Vikings as a single homogenous ethnic and cultural
group of pagans who ransack peaceful Christians before returning to their homeland
in Scandinavia, is a product of modern history more than evidence. In the same way
the term Viking refers to the activity, vik as a place for trade, Rus refers to an activity,
“people of the river”, rather than a specific ethnic or cultural group. This is evident
by the various descriptive names given to them, the variations in their customs, their
genetic diversity, and the distribution of artifacts. When all this the information was

taken together a definite pattern of behavior appears that can be tested in future studies.
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