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Abstract

Previous archaeological research in the Mahidasht region is more focused on the
prehistoric period despite the importance of this large and important plain, almost no
information is available about its historic period. The whole of the Mahidasht plain and
especially its northern part is full of large and small sites of prehistoric and historical
periods. Among these ancient settlements, Quwakh Tapeh deserves special attention
due to its size, settlement sequence, and surface findings. Therefore, in this article, with
a descriptive-analytical method and historical approach, we try to study the site and its
surface findings, and finally answer the following questions: What periods does the site
have and what was the process of its expanding? What do the findings of the Quwakh
Tapeh tell us about the function of sites? The results of the study of surface findings
show that the site is an important settlement that was inhabited at least from the Bronze
Age and probably before that and developed in the Iron Age III and Parthian periods.
Among the surface findings, the Door socket from Assyrian indicates the existence of
a Neo-Assyrian-style building in the site, which according to cuneiform texts related
to the political situation of the Central Zagros in this period, is probably a clue to the
existence of a Neo-Assyrian building. The discovery of coins Howard from the site,
show the importance of the site in the Seleucid period, is probably a clue to the long-
distance trade relations of the inhabitants of this site as one of the most important ancient
settlements along the Greater Khorasan Road in Mahidasht- Kouzaran plain.
Keywords: Mahidasht - Kouzaran Plain, Quwakh Tapeh, Neo-Assyrian Period, Door

Socket, Bes, Alexander, Mazaeus.
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Introduction

The Great Mahidasht Plain is the largest, best watered, and most fertile plain in the
Zagros area. These features, along with its mild climate and, most importantly, its
location on the Silk Road, have been a constant draw for human groups and important
settlements have been established there. In the Great Mahidasht region, numerous
studies by several scholars have identified 550 archaeological sites from Paleolithic to
historical times, some of which are registered on the Iran National Heritage List owing
to their importance.

One of the major settlements of the Great Mahidasht Plain is Quwakh Tapeh in
the north of Mahidasht and southeast of Kouzaran, which has been studied and visited
several times by archaeologists. However, little is known about this site and, despite the
occasional discovery of a small treasure trove of ancient coins, it remains less-known
due to the lack of archaeological excavations.

Quwakh Tapeh is a relatively large mound located 43 km west of Kermanshah and
a little more than 4 km southeast of the small town of Kouzaran. The site comprises a
large prominence 330 m long, 220 m wide, and 17 m taller than the surrounding lands
(Great Central Mound). There are numerous small or large prominences both near to
and far from the mound, indicating a large archaeological site measuring 500 m2, with
a current area of approximately 25 ha.

The mound was first identified in Schmidt’s 1934 surveys, locating Quwakh Tapeh
on a map published in 1940 in the book, Flights Over Ancient Cities of Iran. Some years
later, in the 1940s, the site was surveyed and visited by Stein. Ali Akbar Sarfaraz and
colleagues reexamined the site in the surveys of the Great Mahidasht Plain in 1968. In
1998, during the investigations of Abbas Motarjem in Kouzaran plain, Quwakh Tapeh
was revisited. In his report, Motarjem described Quwakh Tapeh as a site dating back to

the Parthian period.

Findings
Nearly 30 years ago, a student accidentally found a small ceramic vessel containing
a highly important treasure 205 m east of the central high mound of Quwakh Tapeh.
Shortly thereafter, the incident was reported to the Kouzaran police and the Cultural
Heritage Office of Kermanshah then became aware of the discovery. This is how the
treasure was kept safe from plunder and all of its contents were collected and made
available to the government.

According to locals, this small treasure was found about 1 m deep at 205 m east of
the Great Central Mound of Quwakh Tapeh and was revealed by floods after digging a

canal in the mounds. The ceramic vessel contained 141 silver coins featuring Alexander
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the Great, Mazaeus the Achaemenid/Macedonian Satrap of Babylon and imitating
Athenian Owl type.

This treasure has a total weight of roughly 2 kg and the very small amount of green
oxide on the coins shows they were minted with high-grade silver. It seems likely that
the treasure was deposited during the Early Seleucid period, given the time span of
the discovered coins and the lack of specimens more recent than the Antiochus I or II

period.

Stone Door Socket

On our first visit to the eastern slope of Quwakh Tapeh in 2014, we found four pieces of
white limestone, one of which was used as a staircase, in the courtyard of a deserted and
half-ruined house. Near another house to the south of the site were several other carved
stones, one of which, if not an obelisk base, is probably a small stone casket. Our recent
visit revealed that the owner of the abandoned house had removed the stone staircase to
the edge of his farmland. Examination showed that this carved and ornamented stone
was not an ordinary stone fragment, but a very large door socket in the style of the
Neo-Assyrian period. Similar door sockets were uncovered in Neo-Assyrian palaces
or temples of the Mesopotamia, including the temple of Nebo in Khorsabad, Neo-
Assyrian palaces at Nimrud and Khorsabad, and Neo-Assyrian provincial capitals such
as Arsalanatash, Till-Barsib, and Ziyaret Tepe. This monumental door socket indicates
that Quwakh Tapeh was not an ordinary village, but rather a place with important
constructions, the most important of which was likely a complex dating back to the

Neo-Assyrian period.

Conclusion
The results of our investigation into Quwakh Tapeh-especially the extent of
archaeological deposits and the existence of numerous and varied pottery collections
and stone objects—indicate that Quwakh Tapeh was an important center in the Neo-
Assyrian period and that it contains significant archeological remnants. The discovery
of the door socket in the Neo-Assyrian period is particularly interesting. If this door
socket belongs to the Assyrian period, it is in fact the second Zagros site, after Tapeh
Giyan in Nahavand, to reveal remnants of the Neo-Assyrian Empire of the 8th century
BCE. Given that the Assyrian cuneiform texts speak of the conquest of the region and its
annexation to the Neo-Assyrian Empire, the discovery of this finding may be important
to tracing the Assyrian settlement in Iran, which is frequently mentioned in the texts, but
missing from archaeological remnants.

The discovery at Quwakh Tapeh of a small treasure trove of ancient coins dating back

to the 4th through 3rd centuries BCE is also significant. The finding of the Athenian Owl-
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type coins in the heart of central Zagros, far from their minting location, is important
in itself, and will bring forth various topics for further study. The most recent coin in
the collection dates back to the four Century BCE. This suggests that the treasure found
at Quwakh Tapeh was likely deposited in the early Seleucid period (before 320 BCE).
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Fig. 4: Remains of a row of stonecutters in the southern section of the stream and in the southern ridge area

(Quwakh Tapeh Archaeological Research Project Archive).
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Fig. 5: A curved stone block located 200 meters southwest of the main Tell (in the farmland of Touraj Alizadeh)),

(Quwakh Tapeh Archaeological Research Project Archive).
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Fig. 6: A view of the seasonal stream located in the south of the site, passing through the perimeter and inside

the site. People are standing on the southern part of one of the heaps (Quwakh Tapeh Archaeological Research
Project Archive).
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Fig. 7: CORONA image from Quwakh Tapeh and its surroundings, 1. Holloway 2. Old canal (CORONA
photograph, 1969).
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Fig. 8: The black lines show the Holloway surrounding the settlement (Authors, 2021).
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Fig. 9: Examples of Iron Age (4, 5, 14, 15, 18), Parthian (1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 13), and Sassanid (8, 12, 16, 17) potsherds
from Quwakh Tapeh (Drawing by: Sumayeh Zeinali).
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Fig. 10: A glazed oil lamp found in the water canal section located in the south of Quwakh Tapeh (Quwakh Tapeh
Archaeological Research Project Archive).
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Fig. 11: Views of the door socket discovered at Quwakh Tapeh (Quwakh Tapeh Archaeological Research Project
Archive).
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Fig. 14: Agate stamp seal with the image of a bird (crow) found by the residents of Quwakh Tapeh (Quwakh Tapeh
Archaeological Research Project Archive).
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