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Abstract

The anthropomorphic monoliths culture has been common for several thousand
years, from the western borders of China to the Baltic Sea and Spain, and it has been
manifested in various forms in archeological findings and written sources in the Eslamic
eras. It seems that the most important reason for the temporal expansion of this culture
lies in its religious and ritualistic nature, and what caused the spatial expansion of
this culture was probably related to commercial exchanges and, as a result, cultural
exchanges. The anthropomorphic monoliths can be seen in human and animal forms
and symbols of fertility The current research tries to answer these questions that what
are the most important factors of temporal and spatial expansion of the anthropomorphic
monoliths culture of anthropomorphic monoliths? And what are the concepts used
in the anthropomorphic monoliths, culture in the prehistoric and Eslamic eras? The
present study, while examining the temporal and spatial expansion of this culture and
introducing its key examples in the geographical area between the Black Sea and
the cultural area of the Caspian Sea, investigates the meaning of the erection of the
anthropomorphic monoliths This type of research is of a cultural-historical analytical
type, the information of which is collected based on documentary and library studies
The results of the present research show that the most important factors in the temporal
expansion of the anthropomorphic monoliths culture were due to their relationship with
traditions and religious rituals, and what caused the spatial expansion of this culture was
probably related to commercial exchanges and, as a result, cultural exchanges. Also,
over time, the anthropomorphic monoliths can be seen in human and animal forms
and symbols of fertility, which in many cases have been manifested in the form of the
deceased person in connection with his burial. The results of the present research show
that although there is no chronological and archaeological connection between the pre-
historical and AD samples, all the samples are related to the ritual burial of religious
rituals and represent a person who probably has a high social rank. This issue has been
reflected in the archaeological texts.
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Introduction

A stele refers to raised anthropomorphic monoliths or stones that are erected vertically
in the ground and have a memorial status and are related to burial ceremonies (Darvil,
2008). Stone steles in the shape of humans or with human motifs have been reported
in a wide geographical area from the western borders of China to the Baltic Sea and
Spain (Tryjarski, 1971: 127). Russian and Azerbaijani archaeologists have carried
out preliminary research activities in the direction of identifying anthropomorphic
monoliths in the Caucasus in the meantime, some sources have studied the culture
anthropomorphic monoliths in different regions in a monograph form (Schachner,
2001, 115, 142; Sevin, 2005; Ngrahamn-Summer, 1979: 68, 70; Burney, 1979: 155-
156). Shahryeri site as one of the most important sites for the development of the
anthropomorphic monoliths culture was explored by Alireza Hojabri-Nobari during
three seasons (Hojabri-Nobari et al., 1379). The anthropomorphic monoliths of the
Tabriz Museum were probably obtained from Qara Dagh region in the northwest of
Iran. These anthropomorphic monoliths were first visited by the German researcher
Gert Grupp (Torabi Tabatabai 490: 1355). The anthropomorphic monoliths of the Tabriz
Museum were recently introduced and reviewed by Adel Yilmaz in 2012 (Yilmaz 2012).
Therefore, the latest research has been carried out in Iran regarding the anthropomorphic
monoliths in the Shahryeri area and the cultural relations between northwest Iran and
the Caucasus (Khanali, 1379). So far, there have been many theories about what this
culture is, although it is not far from the mind that these memorial stones were erected in
different human societies with religious, promotional and social purposes. (Sevin, 2005:
89). It is necessary to explain that this culture has been exhibited in many graves in
different societies from prehistoric times (Agasioglo, 2013) to recent centuries (Yilmaz,
2003: 44). Although the relationship between the anthropomorphic monoliths in the
Shahryeri area and the burial graves was previously denied (In: Graham & Summers,
1979), the author’s recent research shows that this culture has a direct connection with
the burial graves in this area. The anthropomorphic monoliths culture is one of the
cultures that can be seen in the northwest of Iran due to the cultural connection between
Iran and the Caucasus. The present research, while examining the temporal and spatial
expansion of this culture and introducing its key examples in the geographical area
between the Black Sea and the cultural area of the Caspian Sea, investigates what and
why based on the anthropomorphic monoliths Undoubtedly, traditions and burial rituals
in human societies do not undergo changes easily, so it seems that the most important
reason for the spread of this culture from the third millennium to the end of the first
millennium BC in a time span of more than 2000 years in the vast geographical area
of Anatolia is probably the Caucasus. It has been related to commercial exchanges and
cultural exchanges as a result.

Investigating the concepts and scope of the temporal and spatial expansion
ofthe culture of anthropomorphic monoliths

At the end of the 3™ and the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC, the anthropomorphic
monoliths culture appears in connection with Nomads tribes in different regions of
the Republic of Azerbaijan (Fig. 1) (Schachner, 2001: 132). The anthropomorphic
monoliths of Dobandi village in the north of Baku was found in connection with Gori



|39 | Motaleat-c Bastanshenasi-c Darsch (MBD) || Vol. 8 || No. 27 || Spring 2024

cultural materials belonging to the late Maykop culture period (Ibid: 123). The second
example from this period was found around Astara city in Azerbaijan in the second
millennium BC in Syria and Anatolia, anthropomorphic monoliths a special respect, so
that they were often placed in front of the gates and protected the place from the entry
of evil spirits. At Tell Chana in Antioch and at Tell Rimah, anthropomorphic monoliths
slab similar to examples from the Caucasus region and northwestern Iran have been
found (Carter, 1970: 22).

Since the end of the second millennium, 13 stelae have been obtained from the carving
site of Turkey (Ozfirat, 2002: 299). In the first millennium BC, we see the number
of anthropomorphic monoliths in the region This importance is undoubtedly directly
related to the increase in the skill level of using metals, especially the use of iron metal
(Khanali, 2017: 461). The samples belonging to this period were obtained in Shahryeri
area and Qara Dagh region of East Azerbaijan Considering the sanctity of the Shahryeri
area, it seems that different people have prepared memorial stones for themselves or
their deceased relatives to have a memorial in this sacred area. An example of burials
without corpses in the geographical scope of the Balkhi-Marvi culture (Tughluq, Ganor)
(Sarianidi, 2007: 51) in the city of Sokhteh in the southeast of Iran in the period (2500-
3000 BC) (Seyd Sajjadi, 2005: 31) (Hojabri-Nubari, 2009: 112-125) has been reported
in other words, it seems that the Shahryeri complex is a type of cenotaph, or “empty
tomb”, “empty tomb”, “tomb of the unknown soldier”. As mentioned in detail in the
previous section, in the centuries of AD, anthropomorphic monoliths with different
characteristics such as monuments of warriors, heroes and symbols of fertility have
emerged in connection with the burial of people. Human statues are mentioned in the
texts according to different situations in AD periods with titles such as Dash Baba,
Bal Bal and Badiz (Yilmaz, 2003: 45-40). It can be said that Balbal is the stone of the
captured soul of the enemy and it is not in good shape, but the deceased himself or his
relatives put it on his grave as a memorial stone. In recent centuries, in a wide area
in the Near East, stones in the shape of a ram (image 10), a horse (Fig. 11), a turtle
(Fig. 12), and in some areas, male (Fig. 13) and female genitals (Fig. 14) were placed
on graves as Grave markers are used, which in general seem to be related to fertility
symbols Investigations show that in the millennia discussed in this research, no findings
have been found on worshiping the dead and making allegories of people and animals
with the aim of praying to them. It seems that these anthropomorphic monoliths were
generally built to commemorate prominent people and symbols of fertility, and their
association with burial sites indicates that this culture was associated with the belief in
the world after death. So far, there have been many theories about what this culture is,
although it is not far from the mind that these memorial stones were erected in different
human societies with religious, promotional and social purposes (Svin, 2005: 89).

But what can be understood from the study of the development of the culture of
anthropomorphic monoliths is their relationship with traditions and rituals that are
manifested in the form of the embodiment of the deceased person in relation to his
burial. It is necessary to explain that this culture has been exhibited in many graves in
different societies from the prehistoric period (Agasioglu, 2013) to the recent centuries
(Yilmaz, 2003: 44) in the form of different symbols, and in general, their evolution can
be seen. From memorial stones to fertility symbols Among the other concepts that are
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shown on the anthropomorphic monoliths is the ritual of sacrifice. This ritual is shown
in the form of animals on the anthropomorphic monoliths of Hakkari and Astara. It
seems that the example of humans with smaller dimensions who are unbalanced and
fallen on the ground on the edge of the central person to whom the stele belongs are
carved on the stele. be an example of human sacrifice.

Conclusion

The main topic of this research is to investigate what and why the anthropomorphic
monoliths are erected In this regard, at first, the area of temporal and spatial expansion
of this culture was explained In the prehistoric period, this culture generally spread in
the geographical area between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, and among the most
important traditions related to burial during the 3rd, 2nd and 1st millennia BC in the
geographical area of northwestern Iran, the Caucasus, and eastern Anatolia has been
In recent times, this culture has spread from the western borders of China to Europe
In centuries AD, the culture of anthropomorphic monoliths has been mentioned in the
texts of poems and archeological findings with different names such as Balbal, Badiz,
Dash Baba, etc., which shows many characteristics in the traditions of their beliefs and
other In terms of historical and geographical sequence, there is no connection between
the culture of anthropomorphic monoliths before history and the beginning of history
and AD, or at least it is not known so far. However, the written sources about Balbal
and Badiz are among the most important semantic data of this culture. anthropomorphic
monoliths culture has been common for several thousand years, from the western
borders of China to the Baltic Sea and Spain, and it has been reflected in archeological
findings and written sources in the periods after AD. It seems that the most important
reason for the temporal expansion of this culture lies in its religious and ritualistic
nature, and what caused the spatial expansion of this culture was probably related to
commercial exchanges and, as a result, cultural exchanges. anthropomorphic monoliths
can be seen over time in human and animal forms and fertility symbols This culture in
the mentioned areas, although there are visual differences in some details, but in many
cases, they have common features. The level of visual and technical similarities is such
that it emphasizes the connection of this culture during the time under investigation
in a wide geographical area. So far, there have been many theories about what this
culture is in this regard, religious, promotional and social goals were mentioned, but the
investigation of the development of anthropomorphic monoliths culture in the context of
time and space shows that this culture is related to the burial of traditions and religious
rituals. This issue has also appeared in archacological texts and findings.
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Fig. 5: Stelae obtained from the Hakkari site in Turkey (Sevin, 2005: 35-37).
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Fig. 6: General view of the ritual space of the Shahryeri site, Ardabil province: Northwest Iran (Author, 2017).
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Fig. 7: Example of a human-shaped stele from the Shahryeri site, Ardabil province (Northwest Iran).
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Fig. 8: The Kyrgyz State History Museum, 8th century AD, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (Yilmaz, 2007, 160).
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Fig. 9: Warrior stele (Agasioglu, 2013: 24).
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Fig. 10: Ston Ram, Azerbaijan Museum - Tabriz city (Author, 2017).
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Fig. 11: Horse-shaped gravestone, Republic of Azerbaijan (3¢denanes, 1986: 63).
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Fig. 12: Turtle-shaped gravestone, Republic of Azerbaijan (Agasioglu, 2013: 39).
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Fig. 13: Gravestone, Anar Meshkin Shahr village, Ardabil province (Author, 2017).
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Fig. 14: Stelae, Khalid Nabi Gorgan cemetery (www.tabnak.ir).
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