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Abstract

Aligudarz County is one of the cold regions of Lorestan province, which is located
in the east of the Lorestan province. Green pastures, high altitude, abundant water
resources and the proximity of this region to the Khuzestan plain have provided a
suitable conditions for the formation of nomadic life in this region. From prehistoric
times, this region is connected to the lowland areas of northern Khuzestan by many
nomadic roads. One of this nomadic roads is Khalilabad/Nomkul which passes through
a difficult path along the roaring rivers ‘“Bakhtiari” and “Sarkhao”. During the late
Islamic century this road have been used by tribes of Bakhtiari Tribe Federation which
they spent the summer in the northeastern part of Lorestan, ie in Aligudarz and Azna,
and on the slopes of Oshtrankooh, Qalikuh and winter in Lali and around Dezful. Due
to the fact that this road have not been studied so far and have not been well introduced,
Independent research was necessary to identify and introduce them. The purpose of this
study is to introduce this road and evaluate and analyze the history of the formation of
related facilities based on archaeological evidence. The main question of the research
is what archeological evidence remains from this road and what period do these works
belong to? Research findings are provided through field works. As a result of this study,
four bridges, a large part of the cobblestone road, a cemetery and an inscription were
identified. The study of these works shows that this road and the collection of works of

~ its route was built in the Safavid period.
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Introduction

Nomadism has a long history in Zagros and Lorestan, this way of life in central Zagros
in general and in Lorestan in particular started from the Neolithic period and was
completely prevalent in the chalcolithic age. And after that, it has been prevalent in this
region in almost all periods. Today, it still exists in many parts of the region. The path
of the nomads is called Eil-Rah or Koch-Rah. In most cases, this roads are the most
convenient and closest way to travel from Sardsir to Garmsir and vice versa, which are
formed according to geographical and biological features. One of the main roads of
immigration of Bakhtiari tribes is the so-called Khalilabad-Pole Koll road. This connects
the mountainous and cold region of eastern Lorestan to the tropical region of the northern
part of Khuzestan. Today, this road is used by tribes from the Chaharlang branch of the
Bakhtiari tribe, who spent their summer in the northeastern part of Lorestan, namely in
Aliguderz and Azna, and on the slopes of Ashtrankoh, Qalikoh and winter in Sardasht,
Lali and around Dezful. This road passes through a very difficult mountain path, along
which raging rivers such as Bakhtiari and Sarkhav rivers flow. The efforts of nomadic
communities to overcome these natural obstacles have led to the creation of structures
and facilities whose examples have been identified in few regions of Iran. This article
examines and introduces a part of this road and its facilities in Nomkol region, 22 km
southeast of Mergsar village, Mahro district, Aligudarz city, and between Lorestan and

Khuzestan provinces.

Research Objectives and Approach

The purpose of this research is to introduce and identify the Khalilabad-Polkol road
and the traces of its route and then evaluate the available evidence for dating them.
The present research is part of basic research and its approach is based on historical
approach. The data have been collected in the usual way of archaeological studies by
field visit method. In this method, by visiting the route, its archaeological evidence was

identified and documented, and then analyzed using a historical approach.

Introducing the Archaeological Evidence of the Route and the Works
Identified Along its Route

The archeological works of this road in the Nomkol area include 3 bridges, a large part
of the cobblestone road, a wall in the precipice, a number of cemeteries, temporary
settlements and an inscription.

Bridges: The materials used for the construction of bridges are stone and brick (in
limited quantity) and its mortar is plaster and mortar. Rubble and plaster mortar were
used to build foundations, and bricks were used to build arches, of which little evidence
remains today. The foundations of some bridges are rectangular and have triangular
breakwater (Gachpezan Bridge No. 1) and one of the bridges has circular foundations.

The remarkable thing about the architectural structure of one of the bridges (Bridge No.
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1) is that the bridge’s pillar are not in the same direction. Half of the pillars (4 of them)
are located on the north bank to the center of the river in one stretch and the other half
in one stretch. Concecontlly the bridge has taken the shape of a broken half cross and
is fundamentally different from the well-known structure and pattern of bridges that
basically form them directly. The structural features of this bridge have not been seen in
any of the known bridges in Lorestan and the western region of the country.
Cemetery: There is a cemetery 400 meters west of the Kol bridge and at the
confluence of two rivers, Sarkhav and Bakhtiari, where tombstones with designs and
inscriptions from the late Islamic era can be seen on some of its graves. This evidence

shows that this place was probably one of the resting places along the path of this road.

Cobblestone

The distance of 12 kilometers from bridge number 1 to the abandoned village at the
beginning of Nomkol Valley passes along the edge of Sarkhav River and inside a very
narrow valley. In different parts of this road, they have cut rock, created cobblestone and
paved road (in dry form or using mortar) and built a wall. In the steep parts of the route,
they have created a wall, the height of some parts of which reaches 10 meters. In some
parts, by cutting the rock, they have created a narrow way to pass. At the beginning of
the route and in the place known as “Tagh Jangi”, they skillfully created a wall 10 meters
high and 15 meters long on the body of the rock and created a passageway 150 cm wide.
This wall is 20 meters high from the bottom of the valley where the Sarkhav River
flows. According to the difference in the arrangement of the stones in the body of the
wall, which can be seen on its exterior, two stages of construction can be distinguished
in it. Probably, after the initial construction, the wall collapsed in later times and it was
restored and rebuilt again. At the end of the path that crosses the west bank of Sarkhav
River, a one-kilometer-long cobblestone road has been created using crushed stone and
plaster mortar, the minimum width of which is 60 cm, and the maximum is 2 meters. In
some parts of this road, small valves have been installed to direct surface water, which
pass the water under the road. By passing under the road, these valves direct the water
that comes to the surface of the road from the rock west of the road to the riverbed. This

road rests on the rock on one side and leads to the river on the other side.

Inscription

On the west bank of Sarkhav River, there is an inscription in Nastaliq script on a rock
at the end of the road. The inscription consists of four short lines. The text of the
inscription is as follows: “It was finished in the year 1091 by Yusuf Khan, the master
of Isfahani”. The content of the inscription refers to the completion of a project in 1091
AH. The intended plan refers to the same paved road and the facilities along its path.
This inscription clearly indicates the date of construction of the road in 1091 AH during

the Safavid period.
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Conclusion

In the current research, one of the nomadic roads in the east of Lorestan province was
introduced by relying on archaeological evidence; this road has connected the east of
Lorestan province to the northeast of Khuzestan province. In the very difficult parts of
this road, which is called Nomkol by the people of the region due to its passage deep in
the valleys of the Kul Mountain, they have started to pave the path, build several bridges,
create arches and build walls in the precipice points leading to the river. The bridges
built along this road, in addition to having some features in common with other bridges
in Iran, also have other features that have not been identified in any region of Iran so
far. The characteristics of the bridges and the presence of inscriptions on the side of the
cobbled road clearly show the construction date of this road and the structures along its
path in the Safavid period. This inscription shows that this route was used at least from
the Safavid period onwards. Conducting an archeological survey in this area and along
the route of this road from Dezful to Aliguderz will reveal more archaeological evidence

of this road and other roads in the region.
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Fig. 1. The map of the trails of Lorestan province, prepared and edited by Mehrdad
Zarinjoi, the blue rectangle shows the range of trails studied in this article (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 9. The old cemetery on the northwest side of bridge No. 2, Nomkol (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 10. Tombstones of the old cemetery on the northwest side of bridge No. 2, Nomkol
(Author, 2018).
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Fig. 11. Perspective of Nomkol Bridge No. 3. View from the East (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 12. Map of Nomkol Bridge No. 3 (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 13. Two of the foundations of Nomkol Bridge No. 3, seen from the east (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 14. Map of Chalancholan Bridge, and the triangular breakwater used in the foundations

of this bridge (Safaizadeh, 2011: 222).
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Fig. 15. Creating a wall in the body of the rock for a passage (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 17. Valves created to direct surface Fig. 16. Remains of the cobblestone
water (Author, 2018). road of Nomkol Road (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 18. Creating a wall on the river bank to create a passage (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 19. Remains of Gashmar road (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 20. Remains of Miro-Ra road (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 21. Remains of Gorbani road (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 22. Inscription on the side of Nomkol cobblestone road (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 23. Close-up of the inscription on the side of Nom Kul paved road (Author, 2018).

el o2l et pScawd b sl gla By (50 890 (slaaiges ylie (olal L (4w 5 SC
A o plias |y xS Fob L glejen 9 (s5ho 8)90 (Sloj; 3L 50

S5 a2
2 0l Ol aliedg2g 5 (Aix (iiisy lshd e 32 e arme e slaglss
bslyds ol gd Gy logyapms b (SlimnsS dtlate ol (gylg>wa )LiS 50 i) ol
Gblie ilisee Jlgol 55 el 00, walyd | atlaie )3 (i sS (S5 SISt sl (rmslie
e pliwod bl s (g gblie as ol bl oy sl oolinl b gl liwl 5 oo
e Loeh ol ol 51 (S0 (bt il dals 0 s8I pols gl )3 ool oiis oo
20 el 00,5 0 Jruaiie liwsgd bl Byt o &1y liasy) bl Byt oy Jol (sl 10t
POy 35553 JsS 095 (sloeyd o )3 il g Jdoas aS o ol el e s sl s
Sl Jo iz e L e ub)fup&._.» @ plaBl g w0 0duol (JsSper pL L dilais
o odbasle gla s .aslesS aslaog do psie slaolsyy bl jo yls o (aisy 5L
i oyl 6o Ly 5 S0 b Syiiio (cln Sig byt cshId Sl ysogdle codls oyl oo
ol )l ot ool ol 51 (slailate gea 5 1S5 4 4515 55 5 S0 sl S
ool s 4y pludl 555 d¥lus 55 i yolatods iyl 5 ol ad o Lt 3 s
sl (Sig w00, 095 g5 e o ailsdg) (55) 4 Lo Jy Slasly )8 3ble )



Sy polid ity e || PEA |

O e gooslus g 01> ol i Lo o)l gy (B3 S Bolx )8 )0 S 39255 o g
Ao 8)99 3l RS Ciwd juuws ol aS WB S o i A ol aad o Lis |y (gabuo b9 yo
a0 )3 (S50 )93 31 35 coadd (gudlg s yols Sl 0 i et 009 ooliwldy g dads
2hbyss oley Jsb )5 (2llan Jolgs Sl 4 a5l Lol ol onis oluliss o3l
Job 2 adbate gLidlan bnly b gudate jo e (gl culio (gloy s &S S g o st
545 Ol S B3l (0l & s 3 51595 9y 2l o0 gy 00lisanl BB polae y5boay o)L
15 diad i wlids bl gy S plosl Ty sl sass ass L Sbiwb oly Ll S yes 5
02l 3) i (ol bl amlgs 550681 SB35 31 ol ol ol yaame Jobo 50 5 atlato ]

58 solss IS sl adlaie claoly Ll , S50 5 ol L]

&3Sl
g cobbdiainl ellas g aolpiduy ybls 40 debupw gaws 1353 9 (39910 2991 5353 (UL
5 5 JlaS ol (al e JUl 51 clogs g (hise 03 o S8y bls 45 (Sge whane 5B
'P)“) ‘) ul_au.ﬁ‘

aolislid

08T 5] s sl ol s a5 5 2y Y8 .(1¥20) cdpos colizos] -

L beslnmoaslSes (bl ol slaoly (plulidy (o) (e cdalidgen -
5 Loy dallla g oasyps poloolys) 5B 893 L L5 5t ety s 31 lyxas (gl ylil
(o0t i) gl yim oBLails ¢ asliboliols diisy) aoliiylS Lol bl (alyaslyls

—p93 b sl cbangS (ST 3¢ b dogme (pslS (Bl5S) (WAF) oLyl St -
5 S B Sl plojlus (g Coglre ¢ oulid bl bty chlassl s - (emtis
) 58 (S80S

Ulp s liwy) oliwl (Sl sla Jo (Ko siue ()8 .O0FAY) ¢ oyal o0l olano -
(0au83 piitie) i) il (55,8 g (o ( (S lyne JS o)lal bl 5550

3550 1R slsy dus Aogs wlib ol (unpn ()55 OVAF) (Sl (ol -
(09 pittio) (saolid bl 80 im gy sliwl

hol Glapue (cahom ol (2lad plogbu uloh .(WWAA) (udew W9t -
sy ol sl 0B olis odas] g 53 slgmas ol L sy il oL
(oS pliie) (wydoCanyS oy L;wl...wulm:b Lg)_:&)

- Abdi, K, (2002). “Strategies of herding: Pastoralism in the middle Chalcolithic
period of the West Central Zagros Mountains”. PhD dissertation, University of Chicago.

- Adeli, J., (1384). Report of the Archaeological survey of Bakhtiari dam area.
Publications of the Archeological Research Institute.

- Amanolahiy Baharvand, S., (1367). Kochneshini dar Iran, Pajoheshi dar bareyeh
ashayer va eilat. Tehran: Agah (in Persian).

- Bernbeck, R., (2004). “Iran in the Neolithic”. In: Persiens antike parcht: Katalog
der Ausstellung des Deatscher Bergbau-Mueum Bochum, Stollner, Th., Rainers Slotta,
and Abdolrasool Vatandoost, Bochum, Ed.: 140-147.



| yea | g

- Hole, F., (1974). “Tape Tula’i, an Early Campsite in Khuzistan, Iran”. Palorient,
2: 219-242.

- Izadpanah. H., (1350). Asar Bastani va Tarikhy Lorestan. Vol 2. Tehran: Agah, (in
Persian).

- Mortensen, 1. D. & Nicolaisen, 1., (1993). Nomads of Luristan: History, Material
Culture and Pastoralism in Western Iran. London: Thames and Hudson.

- Mortensen, P., (1974a). “A survey of Early Prehistoric Sites in the Hulailan Valley
in Lorestan”. Proceeding of the 2" Annual Symposium on Archaeological Research in
Iran, 2: 34-52, Tehran: Iranian Center for Archaeological research.

- Mortensen, P., (1964). “Additional Remarks on the Chronology of Early Village
farming Communities in the Zagros Area”. Sumer, 20: 28-36.

- Mortensen, P., (1972). Seasonal camps and Early Villages in the Zagros, in Man,
Settlement and Urbanism. ed. P. Ucko, R. tringham, and G. W. Dimbleby, London:
Duckworth.

- Safaizadeh, A., (1391). “Documentary report of historical bridges of Lorestan
province”. Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Documentation Center of
Lorestan Province, (in Persian)..

- Shishegar, A., (1384). “Report of the 7™ chapter of Surkh Dom Laki’s excavation,
Kohdasht Lorestan”. Lorestan cultural heritage documentation center, (in Persian).

- Shishegar, A., (1384). Report of the second-sixth chapter of Surkh Dom Laki's
excavation. Publications of the Archeological Research Institute, Research Assistant of
the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization of the country, Tehran, (in Persian).

- Yosofvand, Y. & Nistani, J., (1389). “The communication routes of the western part
of Lorestan province during the Sassanid period and the early Islamic centuries (with
an emphasis on the spring routes)”. Quarterly Journal of Islamic and Iranian History of
Al-Zahra University, 44: 207-179, (in Persian).

- Yousofvand, Y. & Niestani, J., (2022). “The cobblestone road of MiroRah: Evidence
from the late sassanianid and early Islamic centuries’ road-building in western Iran

(Lorestan province)”. Iranica Antiqua, 56: 245-259, (in Persian).



