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Abstract

In recent decades, cultural heritage-related concepts have been widely investigated, and
agricultural heritage has been adopted as a concept of cultural heritage because of its
contribution to livelihoods, food security, and the world economy. This consideration from
2002 to 2018 led the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to develop a framework
known as Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) and to introduce
global agricultural heritage sites accordingly. The GIAHS committee presented five
criteria for incorporating the sites in the list of globally important agricultural heritage.
Biodiversity, local awareness and techniques, socio-cultural values, food and livelihood
security, and visual landscape were included in the five categories; thus, this article aims
to evaluate historic farmsteads in the central Iranian regions. Historic farmsteads were
thought-about an efficient agricultural production system characterized by architectural,
economic, social, and cultural features in the past, the traces of which are still available.
The main research subject concerns the growing destruction of farms following climate
changes, the migration of owners and beneficiaries, and the lack of community knowledge
about their nature. The research main goal is to introduce Iranian historical farmsteads
as a globally vital agricultural heritage system. Thus, the research seeks to investigate
the issue through an interpretive approach and an interpretive strategy and to use field
studies and document research to respond to research questions on Iranian historical
farmsteads in conjunction with global agricultural systems. This research concludes that
the potentials of historical farmsteads meet GIAHS standards. The GIAHS secretariat
can also identify the Iranian historic farmsteads in the first stride and then register them
internationally. It will help many historical farmsteads as a large part of the Iranian
agricultural heritage to be dynamically conserved.
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Introduction

In recent centuries, traditional agricultural activities have decreased, considering
numerous reasons, along with the rapid development of cities (Oosterveer & Sonnenfeld,
2011). In the meantime, preserving cultural heritage for a sustainable livelihood has
received much attention as many studies on sustainable development have focused
on people, the environment, and cultural heritage (Ojomo, 2010). As a result, a new
concept known as agricultural heritage was added to cultural heritage. Then, in 2002,
the conception of globally important agricultural heritage systems (GIAHS) was
developed by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) in the international arena.
The first global GIAHS summit was held in 2018 after 16 years (Behzadnasab, 2019:9).
GIAHS was introduced to the world not as a specific product or geographic area but as
a recognized system. The National Committee of GIAHS was established in 2014 in
the Iranian Ministry of Agriculture Jihad called NIAHS, investigating issues such as the
irrigation of aqueducts and migration of nomadic Qashqai tribes (Joafshan-Vishkaea,
2015:18). Each GIAHS site should have a historical and contemporary aspect and can
be restored and developed to the benefit of future human generations.

Therefore, many sites with agricultural heritage potentialities in Iran can be regarded
as possible candidates in the future. This article aims to focus on “historic farmsteads of
central Iran” as a proposal for inclusion in the GIAHS list to evaluate them according to
the five criteria mentioned above. In the central regions of Iran, especially Qom, Kashan,
Niasar, Semnan, Isfahan, Meibod and Yazd, these farmsteads have two physical and
functional characteristics, but some criteria for their implementation have already been
established (Raie, 2017:230). Historic farmsteads were efficient agricultural production
systems of the past with architectural, economic, social and cultural features, the remains
of which can still be seen today. Presently the main problem is the non-recognition
of such historic farmsteads as globally recognized agricultural heritage. They are
considered to be threatened by various factors, such as climate change and migration
by landlords and beneficiaries. The research aims to introduce these farmsteads as a
globally important agricultural heritage system. Thus, the research seeks to investigate
the issue through an interpretive approach and an interpretive strategy and to use field
studies and document research to respond to research questions on Iranian historical

farmsteads in conjunction with global agricultural systems.

Data

Farmsteads in the past had two functional and physical systems. These systems, which
are based on lived knowledge and techniques, are experience-oriented and traditional
and have caused the formation and consistency of farmsteads from the past to the
present. Much data related to traditional knowledge about architecture, agriculture,
civil, economic, legal, cultural, social, and political fields can be introduced and revived

in the heart of Iran’s historical farmsteads.
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A) Physical system

1. Order of position and formation including; Methods of choosing the location of
farmsteads with two priorities of water and security (Raie, 2020: 59);

2. Order of form, including; Building a farmstead based on two forms; Agricultural
castles (figures 7 and 8), and agricultural complexes concerning the security (Moradi et
al., 2016: 6-13);

3. Order of Water and agriculture lands including; Methods of exploiting and
extracting the water of the rivers, Qanats (figure 3), wells and springs, irrigation and
water supply and the like (Tavangar Marvasti, 2015: 269);

4. Formation order of physical elements, including; Methods of construction and
maintenance of dependent structures (figure 4) such as; the Lord’s and serf’s castles,
reservoir, mill, caravanserai, bath, mosque, Hosseiniyeh and Selkh (Beheshti & Raie,
2016: 10).

B) Functional system

1. Order of ownership and exploitation, including; types of ownerships, customary
law for planting and harvesting, the terms of exploitation between the lord and the
“Diwan”, methods of assigning real estate and land, endowed farmsteads (Lambton,
1966: 250; Foran, 1999: 57; Pollak, 1982: 351; Sheikh Al-Hakmaei, 2009: 9 and
Safinejad, 1989: 43);

2. Social and demographic order, including; compilation of the social pyramid of
the farmstead by the lord, methods of selecting serfs and residents of the farmstead
from tribes far and near the farmstead, settlement methods and living standards in
castles attached to the farmstead and the like (Tavangar Marvasti, 2015: 298- 305 and
Yaghmaei, 1990: 296);

3. Order of economy and livelihood, including; Methods of collection and audit of
taxes and tributes by Diwan and lord, rules of income generation, selling and sending
products, communication between the lord and serfs and the like (Taleb & Anbari, 2008:
153- 155).

Discussion
The FAO provided five criteria for identifying agricultural heritage systems worldwide;
biodiversity, traditional knowledge and technology, socio-cultural values, food and
livelihood security, and visual landscape. This research investigates the locality of
Iranian historical farmsteads in conjunction with agriculture heritage criteria. Regarding
the first criterion, there is a significant relationship between historical farmsteads and
agro-biodiversity. The presence of water in different regions diversifies agricultural
products, livestock and poultry.

Planting of damask rose and the production of rosewater in Niasar farmstead, as well

as straw oil extraction in Nahchir farmstead in Isfahan, can be cited as good examples



Raei; | 348 I

in this regard. Concerning the criterion of local knowledge, the farmsteads are said to be
based on living experiences and old knowledge. These problems are recognized in terms
of two physical and functional characteristics. The third criterion deals with cultural
values and social entities at the farmsteads. Fixed population rates and the presence
of a group of beneficiaries and stakeholders suggest that farmsteads have achieved
sustainability with the collaboration of these groups of people over time. The fourth
criterion concerns food and livelihood security. Historical farmsteads have, at various
periods, been regarded as economic and production businesses for people, landlords and
the government, making significant contributions to the agro-tourism sector. The fifth
criterion evaluates the farmsteads’ landscapes. The population, physical environment,
and agricultural lands can all be used, to illustrate the natural, cultural, and historical
landscapes of central Iranian regions. Landscapes are presented on both an internal and

external scale.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the historical farmsteads in Iran significantly met the five
criteria after carefully examining them. In addition to their historical significance,
historic farmsteads continue to exist today and contribute to food and agricultural
security in various places. They have gradually adapted to their surroundings, producing
assorted products based on cultural and economic values while retaining and increasing
agro-production knowledge and practices.

Local residents and stakeholders have worked together in this regard throughout
time to maintain the farmsteads. Farmsteads have been a product of continuous human
presence in the environment, creating cultural, historical, agricultural, and visual
landscapes. The GIAHS secretariat can first identify historic farms in the central regions
of Iran and then have them registered globally using executive guidelines. It makes it
possible to study a variety of vital and previously disregarded farm data, leading to their

dynamic conservation based on location and time needs.
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Fig. 2. Capabilities of historical residential farmsteads (Author, 2022).
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Fig. 3. Elements of Qazibala farmstead in Qom and its water sources in the aerial photo of
1968 (Author, 2022).
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1968 (Author, 2022).
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Fig. 5. The pyramid of the social system in the residential land-owned farmsteads (Taleb &
Anbari, 2008: 159)
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Fig. 6: Location map of Nosratabad farmstead in the aerial photo of 1968 (Author, 2022).



19700 sl | i s | 71500 [ sy sy Shde || Y80 || )

AYAA (gdgiysl WS 50 2bledgs deyte .V oguas
Fig. 7. Daulatabad farmstead in Orthophoto, 2019.
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Figure 8: Historical map of Nosratabad farmstead in Qom (Documentation Center of the
Cultural Heritage and Tourism of of Qom, 2019).
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Fig. 9. Visual landscape in the historical farmstead of Terazabad, Meybod, 2016.
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Tab. 1. Compliance of historic residential farmsteads with the criteria for identifying

agricultural heritage of global importance (Author, 2022).
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1. Agriculture Heritage
2. GIAHS: Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System
3. NCGIAHS: National Committee of GIAHS
4. Action Plan

5. Dynamic Conservation

6. GIAHS is not about the past, GIAHS is about the future.
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