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Abstract

Ardebil’s Jomeh Mosque is located on an ancient beat that has been the city’s cemetery
for centuries. All written sources and archaeological evidence state that the mosque has
gathered artistic and architectural innovations from the early Islamic centuries to the Qajar
era. Today’s remnants of the building are located in the northeast of Ardabil city and due
to measures to preserve the building, it still maintains its firmness. The main purpose of
this research is to identify the structural, physical and decorative characteristics of the
building in different historical periods. The present study seeks to answer the following
questions. What changes have been made to the spatial structure and structure of the
mosque from the beginning of its emergence to the contemporary period? And in terms
of map and archaeological evidence, which buildings are comparable to the Jomeh
mosque? The research method is interpretive- historical and analytical. In addition,
documentation and comparative studies have been the basis of the work. The data
collection tool is library and field. Based on the results of the research and according
to the narratives and writings of researchers and the results of archaeological studies, it
can be concluded that its original building dates back to the early Days of Islam, which
has been destroyed and rebuilt several times during different periods and has elements
of Deilami, Seljuk, Ilkhanid and Qajar architecture and contemporary era. The current
persistence of the Jomeh Mosque has Seljuk architecture, but the interior and decorative
arrays of the building are in contrast to its fagade. In terms of architectural structures,
this building has a combination of four arches with porch, which is very similar to
seljuk-like, comprehensive and comprehensive buildings of Uremia. Also, the pillar
discovered in The Nave have a clear similarity with the historical mosque of Damghan
and Jomeh Nain.
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Introduction

Ardebil’s plural mosque is located in the northeast of Ardabil city over an artificial
pulse of approximately 5 meters, among the neighborhoods of Pir Shams al-Din and
Abdullah Shah. Among the people, it is known as “Jomeh Masjid” and is among the
early centuries-old Islamic buildings in Ardabil. Studies have been conducted by
domestic and foreign researchers about the emergence and evolution and the manner of
the destruction of this cubic building. Today, only the remnants of the dome and porch,
which were later reshaped and transformed into an indoor nave, and the minaret remains
solitary.

Even some scholars are skeptical about the use of this building as a mosque. In recent
decades, archaeological excavations have been carried out in this mosque and have been
able to recognize some of the architectural features of this mosque. Considering that
this mosque reflects the art and architecture of different periods of the Islamic period in
Ardabil and also as one of the few remaining buildings in the primary and historical core
of the city, identifying and studying the characteristics of this mosque can help to further
understand its architecture, decoration and comparison with its contemning buildings. It
has been tried to collect as much information as possible from the characteristics of this
mosque through library studies, reporting archaeological excavations and using surveys
and visits to the site.

The research questions are as follows: 1) what changes have been made in the
structure of the mosque from the beginning of Genesis to the contemporary period? 2)
Which decorations belong to which periods? 3) In terms of the physical and decorative
Friday of the mosque is comparable to which buildings? The research method is
descriptive-analytical and the data collection method is a combination of two methods
of field and documentary (including identification, study, classification of information,

analysis of them and data collection on the subject of the study).

Materials and Methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical and the data collection method is a
combination of two methods of field and documentary (including identification, study,
classification of information, analysis of them and data collection on the subject of the
study).

Data

Jomeh Mosque, which was once the most elevated building of the city, is formed in the
present situation from three parts: 1- dome house 2- Ivan, which is now a mosque and its
southern side leads to the dome space through a large mouth and elevation. 3- Minaret
located along the middle axis of Seljuk Mosque (Shahbazi Shiran, 2019:9). Considering
the present situation of the mosque, it seems that this building is the same mosque that

historians of the early centuries have described about it. In some sources, historians
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have generalized descriptions of the space of the old mosque.

In the early Islamic centuries, a space called a mosque, a large fence around the city
with gates on four sides and a crucifix-shaped market that formed these factors formed
the main core of the city. Archaeological studies in recent decades (1974, 1988 and
2019) can help. The discovering of northern and western naves with the base of the
pillar as well as their similarity with the pillars of early Islamic mosques is consistent
with the statements of Islamic historians. Descriptions mentioned in historical texts
about the mosque can help effectively within the area of the building. It is also said that
in the early centuries, the city had a mosque (Baladi, 1967:167-163). The Safavid travel
writers’ report also mentions the Friday of Ardebil Mosque and shows that the building
was still functioning in worship before this period despite destruction in some parts and
has attracted the attention of tourists (Yousefi, 2020:913). This is a reason for historians

and Orientalists who have described and visited this building.

Discussion

Our knowledge of the building in the early centuries is based on historical sources and
archaeological reports. The mosque in the Deylamian era had the foundations of thick
and polygonal pillar. In the Seljuk period, it was fourfold (Torabi Tabatabai, 1355:284)
and a low-rise dome. In the Ilkhanid era, in addition to the construction and restoration
of destroyed sections, the thickness of the southern wall has increased (Siro, 1988:184).
And tile and gypsum decorations were added to it. From the Qajar era, the foundations of
four-sided pillar were obtained (Shahbazi Shiran, 2004:28). Archaeological discoveries
have led to the identification of three architectural periods indicating the evolution of
architecture from historical period (problems) to Qajar era in this section (Yousefi,
2020:912).

The ancient excavations of Shakhti have shown that contrary to what was thought
until then, the Jomeh Mosque was not exclusive to the dome and the remains of the
porch, but had several extensions and components and encompassed a wide space. In
total, seven pillar stands emerged from the total base of western nave pillar and showed
that more remained intact (i.e., 34 and 35). Also, in 1988, the first trench encountered
the remains of a huge stone wall stretching west along the outer wall of the southern
wall of the dome. The wall itself is built on ancient remains and underneath it are buried
pieces of brick inscriptions in the prominent Kufic script.

The construction of northern pillar is based on a kind of reminiscent of the pillars of
our pre-Seljuk mosques (3rd and 4th centuries AH) including the historical Damghan
Mosque and the Nain Grand Mosque, and these pillar should be considered as pre-
Seljuk. The minaret of this building is completely solitary and there is no sign of its
connection to the Seljuk building. In terms of the type of plan, it is possible to compare
the Jomeh Mosque of Ardebil with the Bersian Mosque and the Grand Mosque of

Uremia, which is one of the buildings of the Seljuk era.
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Conclusion

In the 4th century AH, Ardabil city was the largest and most important city of Azerbaijan
according to historical sources and the center of that state and the headquarters of the
army. On the ruins of the primary mosque, one of the primary pillar mosques, which
is composed of different courtyards and naves, parts of it have been destroyed and the
soil has been destroyed. According to archaeological evidence, the initial mosque had a
columned nave map with a map and pattern of early Islamic mosques. Ardebil Mosque
in its Seljuk form consists of a dome and a porch in front of it, and the results of the
Jomeh mosque survey show the continuation of the application of such proportions
before the construction of the Ilkhanid era. According to the map, these mosques are
comparable to their contemporary buildings including the Bersih Jomeh and the Jomeh
Mosque of Uremia. According to the comparison of the building with the Barsian
community, it can be said that by following the usual customs, the Chahartaghi Mosque
of Barsian has at least definitely influenced part of the detailed structure, facade and
map of the Jomeh Mosque, and the plans of the building (Barsian Mosque) have been
expressed completely differently in the work of the next architects (Jomeh Mosque).
The other is that Ardebil’s plural mosque is so closely based on the Jomeh Mosque
of Uremia that the direct architectural impact of the Jomeh Mosque of Ardebil on it is
hardly undeniable.

Considering that the quadrilateral and porch composites are more closed than
Fermi’s four-porch plan, therefore it is more proportional to the cold climate of Ardabil
region and finally, due to the fact that the body is subject to climate or function and the
porch is located in the four-fold plan on the northern jab, it is naturally used in mosques
as a cold part. Also, the decorative arrays used in Ardabil’s plural mosque have been
used in perfect harmony with the construction periods. Considering the identification
of decorative arrays, the Seljuk period to the end of the Qajar era was enumerated for

interior and exterior decorations of the mosque.
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Fig. 4. A view of the pillars of The North Fig. 3. A View of the Pillars of the West
Nave (Author, 2020). Nave (Author, 2020).
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Fig. 6. Western Dome (Documents of the Fig. 5. The Great Brick Dome (Shahbazi
Cultural Heritage Organization of the Shiran, 2019: 123).

Country with Changes).
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Fig. 7. Paths and carriers of Ardebil’s Jomeh Mosque (Author, 2019).
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Fig. 8. Ilkhanid Gypsum Altar (Author, 2019).
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Fig. 9. The facade of the roof of the new mosque beam (Author, 2020).
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Fig. 9. The space inside the mosque’s nave and how to transform sides into domes (Author,
2014).
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Fig. 10. Details of the southern part of the building (documents of the National Cultural

Heritage Organization).
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Fig. 12. Circular multidimensional pillar between minaret and western nave (Shahbazi
Shiran, 2019: 126).
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Fig. 13. Pillar in the form of incomplete rectangle cubes between minaret and western nave

(Shahbazi Shiran, 2019: 126).
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Fig. 17. Seljuk Minare of Ardebil Jomeh Mosque (Author, 2019).

(SreB Sy (k5 iyl 45 cosid i ) Ao o At Siaw 93 i () g uonnd )
43S ol PANTAY (b 55led) Consl (e 1939 sligsd Bl 0lyaSs ilod (g5l 53,10
S a3 e ol ol o 0l ) 5118 89 9 2y dme sl b (suige s LLyl g
Arems oyl cpmimad (VAD AYSY cgpaum) conwl 0dis 03558 )] A5 L dBlus 4 5 0091 (6,500 sl
b e ()85 5 wlsi oo A4S sl (ot iy Lol eyl el Ly
sladngy 3o 5 3 5 b olgSeisl )1 sddis (g AiS SaS ol Siighy 40 hlisee
o9 -3 Y L yo Ly alises sl al Gy jl oy g e039 Byzelan byg0 4 slate Lis
P93 8y50 (cogas iy el 0013 5y oo i (4l 10 A8 39 oo £ 9y Lis il By90
a5 el (53995l gy o] oS 5 ol St Sl 5 o (5 sla Sy S
dgais Ly oad g3luoybigd wlindys spmavein Lopyds (ligy oo Iy (sandd sl pllan (colos
1o o ol doolol yd yioman {OVAF VYV (gyum) WS ol BLdasl  Beoduw 890 clisys
31393y oz L pgus 8533 ol aylysd il g Clyors cdlus Bgad 0 a2 5L 45
slaallsl caso Lo ol b o ailiwkin (VA0 :len) 391 jlociids ¢ gy0d 5y2x0 piiid
sl 00 0381 ) Jgin 5o Lo o] cliasciis 45 el 0a5le gl s Lis ol




COABEHEL 5 || PO || s il oL roon st

YA 015)0) Jodyl dres domune sladsly] ) Jgdn
Tab. 1: Ardebil’s Plural Mosque Arrays (Author, 2019).
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Fig. 18. The mosque and the minaret of Bersian. Reconstruction Form (Author, 2018).
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Fig. 20. Gonbad Transitional Area in Fig. 19. Bersian Mosque (Shahbazi Shiran,
Ardebil Jomeh Mosque (Shahbazi Shiran, 2004: 76).

2004: 111).
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Fig. 21. Exterior view of Urmia Jomeh Mosque (Author, 2017).
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Tab. 2. Comparative comparison of Ardebil’s Jomeh mosque map with other buildings

(Author, 2019).
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