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Abstract

In the problem statement, necessity of the research, it should be mentioned that the
metrics: standards, norms, principles, and specific criteria are created from within
traditional Islamic art that have not been borrowed like Western art, which has been
less comprehensively addressed. Hypothesis: There are two aspects and, realms in the
rules and concepts of metrics that exist integrally. Some of these principles relate to
the etiquette, foundational teachings of jurisprudence and Islamic texts, the observance
of spiritual manners, ethics, and human virtues, while another part pertains to the
formal aspects of the works involved. paying attention to both the outward and inward
dimensions simultaneously. General objective: extracting the above aspects from a
holistic perspective, top-down and deductive, from the whole to the part. Identifying
all the platforms from which metrics can be extracted from their essence and core.
The formal and external aspects are quantitative, formal, and tangible, while the non-
formal and internal aspects are philosophical, qualitative, content-based, intangible.
The form or external aspect aligns with the content and meaning inferred from the
inner form associated with it. It also defines and describes the multidimensional nature
of traditional arts that leads to categorization. The mentioned items in response to
this question are how the contexts and backgrounds from which the metrics can be
extracted are identified? The importance of research: understanding the necessity or
lack of traditional art history writing in the realm of traditional and extracting intangible
heritage from within oral culture and transforming it into written form. The tools for
data collection: library resources and interviews with expert professors in Tehran. The
research method is descriptive-analytical. The findings and results of the study: reaching
contexts with two different classifications within the core of society and culture along
with their subsets. By being dependent on various factors, metrics are extracted from
within them by identifying them, leading to a relatively comprehensive classification of
the metrics.
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Introduction

Extracting metrics from layers of history, culture, and art depends on many diverse factors
that researchers rarely discuss or analyze. The need to identify the contexts that allow
experts to extract metrics in traditional arts counts as a fundamental issue and invites
a unified and deep top down view and at times a reverse view. These contexts include
tangible and intangible aspects and the analysis and interpretation of texts grounded in
the logic of these works, which often draw on revelatory, hadith based, and narrative
sources and other principles that guided traditional Muslim life from transmission to
reason. The results draw on historical sources and treatises left by artisans and craftsmen
and finally shape the rules, principles, and metrics of Islamic traditional art. The Muslim
view of crafts, trades, and arts shaped a process of production that did not generate the
experience of the Western Enlightenment. This process treated art as one of many efforts
and actions that guide the human being toward ultimate perfection, which held great
importance. One question in this study asks which tangible and intangible aspects shape
the extraction of these metrics and how researchers classify them. The main hypothesis
states that two realms in the rules and concepts of metrics function in an integrated
way. One part relates to etiquette, principled thought, and Islamic texts, the practice of
spiritual etiquette, moral conduct, and human virtues, and the other part relates to the
formal aspects of works. This means a combined focus on the outward world and the
inner world. The secondary hypothesis asks which contexts allow experts to extract
these metrics. The study aims to identify these contexts and grounds and finds that
the metrics draw on principled thought to evaluate artworks, on their cultural setting,
the spirit of the time, historical periods, style, tools, literature, poetry and mysticism,
chivalric manuals and treatises, oral culture, and many similar sources that help build
a relatively coherent classification in the history of traditional arts. They often include
technical skill and tools, aesthetic qualities, style, shape, form, color, structure, historical
periods, or social and popular connections. A metric means a form of measurement that

researchers use when they examine and evaluate a specific feature or a set of features.

Discussion

Indicators are utilized across various disciplines such as mathematics, statistics, and the
social sciences, as well as more broadly in data analysis and performance evaluation.
Fundamentally, indicators enable us to examine and measure characteristics in
quantitative—and in some cases qualitative—terms, and to make informed decisions
based on these assessments. In this study, the indicators are predominantly qualitative.
Traditional art encompasses a set of indicators, some of which are dispersed throughout
different historical and scholarly sources, while others remain undocumented and

contain conceptual gaps. Due to the oral nature of transmission and other contributing
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factors, these indicators must be identified, extracted, and developed from within the
tradition itself. In order to construct cultural identity, heritage must first be shaped;
thus, the heritage and identity that emerge require safeguarding to prevent them
from falling into obscurity. The identification of indicators of Islamic traditional art
is grounded in historical texts, travel accounts, critical analyses of artworks, and
meticulous documentation of artistic objects. Such documentation plays a vital role
in preserving and transmitting knowledge regarding Islamic traditional arts. Futuwwa
treatises and similar manuscripts serve as valuable resources, offering interpretations
and analyses of Iranian traditional art and its cultural, popular, historical, and aesthetic
values. These sources significantly enhance the understanding and interpretation of
artistic works. Given the significance of Futuwwat-nameh treatises and related texts,
scholars and specialists in Iranian traditional arts continuously examine and investigate
these materials, employing them to refine, expand, and enrich the corpus of indicators

associated with Iranian traditional art.

Conclusion

According to the available documentation, indicators represent specific standards which,
within Islamic traditional art, derive their norms, principles, and criteria intrinsically
from the tradition itself. This study has been conducted through a holistic approach and
by employing a descriptive—analytical methodology. In this manner, by describing the
underlying structures and addressing all relevant details, the indicators of traditional art
were extracted and analyzed from within the sources and concepts under examination—
sources that have sometimes addressed these indicators only indirectly—while fully
considering their contextual frameworks. This process involves identifying the rules and
principles that Muslim thinkers have articulated through their reflections on crafts and
artistic practices. The intrinsic and esoteric dimensions of traditional art indicators—
those pertaining to inner realities, metaphysical aspects, wisdom-oriented foundations,
qualitative, conceptual, intangible, and virtue-based values—include: Futuwwa treatises,
ethical principles, adherence to manners and propriety, manuscripts, biographical texts,
legal and judicial documents (such as marriage contracts), gravestones, literature,
poetry, mysticism, symbolism, and spiritual archetypes of Islamic culture; as well as oral
traditions such as myths and legends, proverbs, narratives, statements of transmitters,
the conduct of spiritual masters, mentors, elders of communities and indigenous groups,
teachers and apprentices, and even ordinary people; along with guilds and professions,
socio-historical context, the spirit of the times, eras, geographical settings, dynasties
and rulers, and social hierarchies—all of which were thoroughly examined. Likewise,
the external, quantitative, formal, and tangible dimensions of traditional art indicators

were also analyzed. These include the visual and physical aspects of artworks: formal
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qualities, the outward and corporeal realms, aesthetic properties, form, shape, color,
structure, method, school and style, technical skill, technique, tools and materials,
qualitative geometry, and recurring design patterns (such as calligraphic letterforms,
vegetal motifs, arabesques, and khata’i patterns). Nevertheless, even formal aspects
must convey symbolic reflections of higher metaphysical realms, such that the artwork
serves as a sign or manifestation of those spiritual dimensions. Collectively, these
indicators are employed within traditional art for the evaluation and interpretation of
artistic works. The distinctive perspective of Muslims regarding crafts, trades, and
artistic practices has generated a trajectory of artistic production that does not stem from
the experiences of the Enlightenment in the West. Rather, in this trajectory, the focus
is placed on the perfection of the human being and the pursuit of ultimate existential
completion. Therefore, art—similar to other endeavors and actions of the Muslim
individual—is regarded as a path leading toward the attainment of human perfection.
For future research, it is recommended that such discussions be addressed in a more
comprehensive and structured manner, in order to overcome the fragmented treatment
of standards and criteria across various sources. Whereas in the West there exists a
cohesive system of classification regarding Western art, a similarly comprehensive

framework for the traditional arts of Iran has not yet been fully established.
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Fig. 1: Two types of classification of metrics (Author, 2025).
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Fig. 2: Definition of art in social classes (four art), (Author, 2025).
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Tab. 2: Extraction of metrics based on objective and subjective approaches from the Pir Bakran tomb (Author,
2025).

5 St yd Ol | g Ol g ey | s
A Gl o (Slokal | palio g Ladlod yiulod 1ok
3 Pl ote Sl | g Flog, Clpilig us | 090 Flpt Ry
) 2Ll Kayd | glaaais) oMl
(Logole st (wgete
5 2L pole uyte 5 Bl | g J5 Sl gl g owrin JW1 | S OIS oy deone &y
doze glals poles bl |l pleass y plals o
Al bl el | Sliog g (I8 5 eoSleal | enie
)98 b (S 455 (5,50 oS | b
U HRESTSCp a
ol (g)le @i b sl
158 VY <o) 5,0y by
(Pirbakran, N. D) oLl cp\¥VY
I by gyl geos Jdoar | bajgeY g dojond slaoals | Sbel OIS o daone Ay
5 Slare S Ahb e | oS5 o)l g Ktulse (155 0P 92k psle (wypte g Bl
Sgycee sledes (i sloyin | 4 4 (KIS (S S| etia | deoe glble polee bl
ot oSl alisee balad | (g8 g o suldgl aaslis
Shg g bS5 Slono J i o e
S8 Ol & and Gl
VY £ 38 VAY (ool (5,0 ot 8o
(Pirbakran, N. D) Lt

Copotl 4 a5 L a8 S8 (i Ul i g o D9k 40 Aiblg5 o0 45 0iS o oy o
g sllae ]y molio ol polie sl d ol (i jia liaaseie g (Lt oLy g Ladeliogid
S o odlatusl Lo ol 51 ol sy (slavdminn (13,5 55 8 5 S5 (sl 5 1S oo (oniye
e 5 ey wliwl .ddys) 5 (o) dn g Cawl (gOpoilgny Ladobicugid jo Jol o
bl S Al st e (g e 3)lg dlssy pass (JST 5 tcawl cgd oMl
jgalis ) bl o JUA! Awddin ¢l wiSlon 45 (510 S50y 5 <lae § i Byge]
Silome slime (S el Sl co 3l Slex lar g aid  ayld Joleo (g0503l9>)
ddsyo do AbL iz S50 L g asb odasy J3 o850 4 a8 ol STl by (sgne 50
(o o sy AAOSgd 53 (7 ATAY ) (bl 00 Bl gy (Sl 5 (Sologl>
39 0] Cwdds s Bliol ;550 delicugrd (g59) 45 Caml del g ol aisly old dobicugid
s poy D9 bl drdld D99 LT gpS S o yd 4S5 olaaionil s Lacdls 50, s
SLyla)S s blew sl (glaegozme Jolis cagye g ol plusil coplusl a8 conl cgyo cnsid J



| ¥aq | s

Loy g 5 Jolye atylen <ol plate 5 sl o35 ol 4 5 M Sl lal Bl 5 S
48 el ol S BN sus B gid 43 o] colo 5 e ccluind g 495 5 a5l b
5 ol o cat§il) augs ol Jgl y3 g ol Jrdlls a0 05 8L s 5l enydad Lol 55 Jlawsl ol
ool plie )l )3 o il g @155 cpgas )3 d(CanlS y (Satis) Bruw p9d 3 (5555
ol tois Ol g Bty 53 e 5 Slan ol 55 gyd sl bl Lol
9 Lt )3 9 (ogmleinl)) commpas foiin )3 ¢ 5) Bl o) umo g 50 ooles pBy
23 Sgpdlple 5,8 5803 £ 5050 (VATAY (1)) (el (ido8 g dgas 4 3,8 snsl
Lolbogles 5'S'L o) (b catn a8 ddlsy g o 40 (sdio sy g ol g OL
o2l oyilsn Jguol s 3yl 800 5100 AYAY (108) g 5L ls" L o 6L Yoz 5"
Jiio ol (ol 4o pitin a9 43S (20095 5 Sl Bpol) 355 @lBsl b 3peilsay a8 ol
(Pl o)l (e Bliste slagly 40 wlgn b g 098 0 BU (ooliwl plie 4o 15095 292
odeel (G308 ©5Syy 3 W oo AL gd ;3. (DA YA ¢ 0)S) (Wlgsw GLS .. g (gaid Sy
(ohlwens) dio ol (goixe loliawh (bl 5las i) 9 9 maiz 12 3padlen 45 col
29 g0 00,2p L S0y A ol lsreas Jupn 515 el oz 5 s )l el e
=5 bl cdllas ol den ol aald azb (o) (b 8 )0 1y Lol s GLeT o1y
AXAY ¢ 132,) (ens] _g5gSLo _Slxo (sl Lylisl plas 5 Jlae) Lot g comsl s g g3lee oSlao
(A
g sl olyad 08 LTI S0 5 L 5pS 0 plos ) Jolhe 51 Gy sl 45 las 2
o) bl 5 o] paslyus -l 00y )l 40T pogiio b g y0 Lo (o gl 5 (6o’ pogio
an g Slusd o5 ol ited L 5 )5 los g ol 0uslyd (@] t0ss pgods aby>
22 5B Jpdd @98 dn ads S S col it ddalypred a9 Col 8 0
S 0 (leinl Lﬁui)lfd.fwl oJ...oTJ._)A.: 09568 claoyes 4o = oo o oSl Sinyd
Layn g clebus 3l (B 50 aled o "Col'ly Lo e ol il 0 42 50 Slats wlSllo
6o g (sgime Ol painte codl sladllusy . Wlangs y 800 (B 0 g 0l ddgs sl
S T 1 sl Samd yallae Sl (glain dod 48 Lol 31 . cmlagin il o gpnlls
3N Wy Lol 5 gl -3y 0ly 35105 giSio ool 45,505 gy s (g5 o i
(3 A b et O3l ctlogs 5 52 g0 sy ol )3 el Blas pror o Cogunte o) sl
S 5 gidish (83 gy Sy g JSb g (8,568 (slroges L blas (39)0 Jl>
OhleS 5o 00 ol 1505 )5 48 Sog ool 4o colie bl sl a0 45
ool 5 5 3 oly Lo lio g Loy ;803 ol 50 e (il a0 g e 09 0 By
el ly Lol sisle 5 (gine Sslan L (i Jas cas cbliol wlinh ¢ gal (slogs s
Sanyh dp a8 25 oo atiys BTl yi (ol )b 48 sl 4l y5Lo ST 5500005
NYAS «(05:8) gt mudlyd My gl 32 Gl aolio sl baaibsy ol oS 01959 51 (1!
s 2 (63l g Ul b udate (sgine 3 (315 (sl diopin (s jugas Baa L el (0
253685 583 (e ysbodn) 25 o o o 35 iy sy Jto 500 Ly 5o odls]
2 0l s sl ailig S5 8 iz S5 cogy S5 ol 85 Gl 585 il 85 S
Sl coley ccal colie djie du (gpim 3l 5 (YYV-Y VY Y Vo clyn) (s cus Ay
o Bhao (($155l05 Cannb 4 plyinl 5 S5y 5 7o) g ol 5 0lge 5 )il ks 50 (gaieyin BB
Lo dobicngid o il coast Aoy o)l clan g plac] pul pallie Sl bys djie 4
g Wlasld 255 gl ads o JalaS ety (Sade ladeslgns lasle (JSsba



(95 ] i o [ 15 850 || dmagy i omdly ci\adlne || Foo ||

Sy sl 0 ol ladian l03,S o cpanai |y dsals 5 095 (s bolgy ol ol
25 0l e )] slmogle (s 33,8 oy (slis 5 50l I (sLals o o Ll
OUNMESVE S IS IVETROT T SIE FEVPIE 13| KETSRRVINRCre: B TIpRRURtay S
cgid b oo 39 Sl (Samgd e oelorn (ol oy g Lol slo)ly 48
AFA 9 FY YY) (gdammo y13) cawl 3> celbl o b 315 cosly gl 0gn9 0,50

48 ol ozl eiasl B3] pgal ySlol B350 5 s Lols dalicngzd Jguol 51 Lo oot <
(Y Jga) ol 350 (i slapin (slvazinw (S IS )

O 005)K0) debiegid y5 blo (Shog i o>
Tab. 3: Characteristics of the builders in the Futotnameh (Author, 2025).
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1. Discriptive

2. Basic Research

3. Qualitative

4. Presupposition

5. Hypothesis

6. Canon

7. An accepted principle or rule, a criterion or standard of judgment, a body of principles, rules, standards, or norms,
Canon, however, comes from the Greek word kanon, meaning "rule." Although canon has a variety of meanings, ..."an
accepted rule,"

8. Kanon

9. aftaboy macc¢ede vakilam zanjil gardaneSune

10. Courtoise
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