> B

Parseh Journal of Archaeological Studies

Journal Homepage: http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/
P-ISSN: 2645-5048 & E-ISSN: 2645-5706

Iranian Scientific
Archaeological Association

Parseh Journal of Arch

The Structure of Burial Practices in the Iron Age of
Mazandaran: The Case Study of Shahneh Poshte
Cemetery, Babol

Hamed Tahmasebifar!'(:), Hassan Fazeli-Nashli?{"), Mojtaba Safari’*("),
Judith Thomalsky*(:), Jebrael Nokandeh’{"), Nasir Eskandari®(

Type of Article: Research

Pp: 65-93

Received: 2025/05/17; Revised: 2025/06/26; Accepted: 2025/07/20
4. https://doi.org/10.61882/PJAS.1188.302.1

Abstract

A series of field activities including two seasons of survey and excavation at the Shahneh
Poshte cemetery of Babol on the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains in central
Mazandaran in 2018 and 2019 resulted in the discovery of a collection of human graves
and burials scattered throughout this 11-hectare site. Due to the mass of destruction caused
by unauthorized excavations in the cemetery, several disturbed graves were observed
without any classifiable information. In contrast, by conducting scientific excavations in
the 16 trenches, a total of 39 identifiable and Readable human burials were found and
then the collection of information and archaeological findings related to each burial
was recorded and classified. In this study, we attempt to answer questions about the
existence of possible burial methods and patterns and the meaningful characteristics of
these variables by studying a set of different aspects including burial practices such as
the position and orientation of the body, position of face of hands, architectural structure
of the graves, gender and age of skeletons, individual and group burials, and burials with
and without objects. The results of absolute dating and comparative studies indicate that
this cemetery belongs to a long time span from the 11" and 12" centuries BC (Iron I)
to the 4™ and 3 centuries BC, i.e. the Achaemenid to the early Parthian period (Iron
IV), and therefore cultural materials of this cemetery are comparable to intra-regional
ancient sites in Mazandaran as well as trans-regional sites in the Gorgan Plain, the Central
Plateau, and especially the Gilan region. Our research also shows that the Shahneh Poshte
graves follow a specific pattern in some burial aspects including the supine position and
the direction of the face to the south and therefore have long-term burial traditions.
Keywords: Shahneh Poshte Cemetery, Burial Practices, Iron Age, Mazandaran, Cultural
Communications.

Studies (PJAS)
Journal of Archeology Department of
Archeology Research Institute, Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Research
Ingtitute (RICHT), Tehran, Iran

Publisher: Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Research Institute (RICHT).

Copyright © 2026 The Authors.
Published by Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Research Institute (RICHT).
This work is licensed under a
Creative ~ Commons  Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International
license (https://creativecommons.org
licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial
uses of the work are permitted, provided
the original work is properly cited.

© The Author(s)

1. Phd in Archeology, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran.

2. Professor, Department of Archeology, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author). Email: hfazelin@ut.ac.ir

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism, University of
Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.

4. PhD in Archaeology, Director of the German Archaeological Center in Iran, Berlin, Germany.

5. Assistant Professor, Iranian Center for Archaeology (ICAR), Research Insitute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism,
Tehran, Iran (RICHT), Tehran, Iran.

6. Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran.

Citations: Tahmasebifar, H., Fazeli Nesheli, H., Safari, M., Thomalsky, J., Nokandeh, J. & Eskandari, N., (2026). “The
Structure of Burial Practices in the Iron Age of Mazandaran: The Case Study of Shahneh Poshte Cemetery, Babol”.
Parseh J. Archaeol. Stud., 9(34): 65-93. https://doi.org/10.61882/PJAS.1188.302.1

Homepage of this Article: https:/journal.richt.ir/mbp/article-1-1188-en.html


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7482-554X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0724-365X
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-6741-7830
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3693-0002
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6314-9107
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8461-9000

Tahmasebifar et al.; | 66 I

Introduction

The Shahneh Pashte cemetery is located adjacent to village of Kamikola and southwest
of the Khoshrudpey city and 21 kilometers south of the Babol (Fig. 1) (Saedian, 2014:
321). This cemetery was excavated over two seasons in 2018 and 2019 by Hassan Fazeli
Nashli. The result of these excavations was the identification of 39 human burials in
situ (28 graves) (Fig. 2) which provide a set of valuable archaeological data such as
absolute and relative dating, burial methods including the position and orientation of
the bodies and faces, the position of the hands and the structure of graves. Based on the
whole of archaeological data, the site can be dated to the late 2nd millennium B.C (late
Iron I) to the mid-1st millennium B.C (Iron IV, 3rd - 4th centuries B.C / Achaemenid to
early Parthian). More precisely, the absolute dating on 5 skeletons uphold this period.
Based on archaeological studies between 39 burials, 29 burials belong to the late Iron
I (late 2nd millennium BC) to Iron III (burials 1-11 and 22-39) are called “Iron age
I - IIT Group” and the other 10 burials (burials 12-21) can be dated to the 4th and 3rd
centuries B.C (late Achaemenid to early Parthian) that are called “Iron age IV Group”,
considering the absolute dates of the two burials and their spatial relationship.

Discussion

The study of the Shahneh Poshte burials shows that a set of methods were used to place
the deceased in grave which are divided into two general categories: lying on the sides
and supine. These two general modes include a total of 11 sub-modes. In general, in
the entire [ron Age in this site (I-IV), the lying on the sides includes 13 burials (33.3%)
including 4 burials on the right and 9 burials on the left, supine 15 burials (38.5%) and
also 11 burials (28.2%) lack any recognizable signs. In more detail, during the Iron
I-1I1 period, there were 8 contracted burials (28% of total) of which 4 were on the right
and 4 on the left. In addition, 12 burials (41% of total) were buried in supine. Also, 9
burials (31% of total) were of unknown status. In the Iron IV, there were 5 contracted
burials (50% of total) all of which were on the left and no right-sided burials were
found. Moreover, 3 burials (30% of total) were buried in supine. Finally, 2 burials (20%
of period) were classified as undetermined burials due to extensive damages (Fig. 3-5).
Regarding the position of the hands of the skeletons, during the Iron I-1V, a total of 16
positions were observed which can be classified into three general groups: lying on the
sides, supine and unknown. In addition, the first group includes 6 subgroups (25% of
all), the second group is divided into 9 subgroups (54% of all) and the third group is
divided into 9 cases (21% of all) as unknown (Fig. 6-7). In Shahneh Poshte, three types
of grave architecture have been identified. The first is a simple pit, second is a simple pit
with a clay cover and the third is a pithos. Of the 28 graves in site, 26 graves (93% of
all) are simple oval pits, of which 20 graves belong to the Iron I-I11 (71.6%) and 6 graves
(21.4%) belong to the Iron I'V. The second method, a simple pit covered with big clay
fragments includes only 1 is from Iron Age I-1II (3.5% of total). Also the pithos burial
consists of only 1 grave (3.5% of total) from Iron Age IV (Fig. 8-10). In terms of gender
and age of the deceased in this cemetery, total of 9 burials (23% of all) were identified as
male, including 8 burials (27.6%) in Iron I-III and 1 burial (10%) in Iron I'V. In addition,
there were 14 burials (36% of total) as female including 12 burials (27.6%) in Iron I-1II
and 2 burials (20%) in Iron IV. Also, of the total burials, 16 burials (41% of total) were
disturbed (Fig. 11-17). In addition, 7 different positions of the bodies were identified
in relation to geographical directions including: south-north 5% of all, east-west 2.5%,
west-east 23%, northeast-southwest 10.5% of all, southwest-northeast 10.5%, southeast-
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northwest 10.5%, northwest-southeast 15% and also an unknown direction 23% of all
burials (Fig. 18-19). It is worth noting that for the orientation of face, during all periods,
the dominant method was the south direction with a total of 23% of all burials, and
especially 20.5% of all in Iron I-11I, it was certainly the most common burial method. It
seems that this method was not a priority in the Iron IV and was used less often. After
that, the north direction was the most common method with 15.3% including 10.2% in
Iron IV and 5.1% in Iron I-1II (Fig. 20-21). Regarding other study characteristics, 67.8%
of the total graves are individual and 32.2% are group graves. Among the first group,
53.5% of the total is related to Iron I-III and 14.6% are related to Iron IV. In addition,
group graves comprise 32.2% of the total graves of which 621.5% are related to Iron
I-IIT and 310.5% are related to Iron IV (Fig. 22-25). Finally, about the possession of
objects, in total, 70% of all burials were buried with burial objects and 30% did not
contain any goods (Fig. 26-27). Finally, regarding the amount of possession of objects,
in total, 27 burials (70% of all) were buried with burial objects, and only 12 burials
(30% of total) did not contain any burial objects or grave goods.

Discussion

Human skeletons in Shahneh Poshte cemetery are mostly buried in individual and group
graves, including 28 graves which mostly include simple pits, one case of a simple pit
with a clay cover and one pithos. In fact, the architectural of the graves was mostly
in form of simple pits. A simple pit grave with a clay cover is quite unique in this site
and a similar the grave has apparently been found only in one grave in the Lefork
cemetery of Savadkuh which has been dated to Iron Age 111 (Abedini, 2017: 154). Third
group of tombs is pithos type that has many similar older and contemporary examples
in Mazandaran county. Among the numerous similar examples in the Iron Age of
Mazandaran, can mention the children’s tombs in Gohar Tepe (Piller and Mahfroozi,
2009: 19) and cemetery Amirkola in Savadkuh (Abedini, 2017: 154), as well as Qaleh
Kuti I cemetery (Fukai and Ikeda, 1971: P1. XIX, Fig. 2) and Kaluraz in Gilan (Fahimi,
2002: 106-107), Tepe Gyan (Contenau and Girshman, 1935: 12), Maral Tepe of Uzbeki
(Majidzadeh, 2008: 135-136) and Dinkhah Tepe (Muscaerella, 1974: 75). In addition,
this method reached its peak of use during the Parthian period such as Taq bustan in
Kermanshah (Kambakh Fard, 1998: 45), Liarsang-Ben cemetery in Gilan (Jahani et al.,
2023:38; Jahanietal.,2018: 114), and especially in the central Zagros basin (Mohammadi
Far and Hojabari Nobari, 2004) such as Sanandaj (Khosravi et al., 2018: 317), Marivan
(Mohammadi Far and Sarraf, 2006; Masoumian and Rahimi-Galugahi, 2012: 428) and
several points in the city of Hamadan and its surrounding areas (Azarnoush, 1975: 56,
vol. 7; Dailer et al., 2013). The graves of Shahneh Poshte are scattered in different parts
of the cemetery and it does not seem that a specific space of the cemetery was dedicated
to a specific group or class of people in this society. The group graves are in the form of
two-burial and three-burial graves with a slight difference in depth and space compared
to each other, although the attribution of some of these group burials to each other has
been ambiguous. However, the spatial proximity of the skeletons and their burial objects
and the difficulty in distinguishing them from each other led to the attribution of some of
them to a single grave and it seems that even despite a slight difference in depth, there
was a clear awareness in creating a single grave for multiple skeletons. Usually, the
deceased were placed in the grave in various positions, either contracted (lying on their
sides) or supine with different positions inclined to the right or left. The positions of
the hands are usually in front of the chest and face and sometimes in line with the body
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and the legs are also bent in three different degrees: less than a 90-degree angle (high,
inclined inward towards the abdomen and spine: grade 1), 90-degree angle (medium,
perpendicular angle to the spine: grade 2), and more than 90-degree angle (low, open
angle to the spine: grade 3). A few are also supine and extended in line with the body.

Conclusion

The study of the burials of the Shahneh Poshte cemetery shows that there were a group of
methods and rituals related to the burial of the dead, some of which were used more than
others and, in other words, became a burial tradition. Regarding the position of the dead
during the Iron Age and during the use of this cemetery, all the conventional methods of
placing the deceased in the grave were used in the Shahneh Poshte area and despite the
slightly higher number of supine method, it does not have a significant advantage over
the lying on sides method and both methods can be seen as burial methods and traditions
in great abundance. Also, the supine method was the most common burial method
among women with 71% and men did not have any dominant method. In the discussion
of the architectural structure of the tomb, the common tradition and method, the usual
method is a simple oval pit but there are two unique methods, one is a simple pit grave
covered with pottery fragments and the other is a pithos burial, each of which was used
in the form of a grave only as a specific method, not a burial tradition. Finally, based on
the set of burial characteristics of the Shahneh Poshte cemetery, it can be seen that this
site is comparable in many aspects to sites within the region in Mazandaran and adjacent
the region especially Gilan and the Central Plateau. It can also be considered that the set
of burial methods and traditions of the Shahneh Poshte cemetery is homogeneous and
identical to other contemporary sites in Mazandaran and to some extent a continuation
of some pre-Iron Age burial methods in this region.
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Fig. 1: Map of Mazandaran Province, Babol County and Khoshroudpey City (Author, 2023).
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Fig. 2: Aerial photo of the Shahneh Poshte cemetery and distribution of the graves (Fazeli Nashli, 2019).

o2l 315 3ol S 295 Byl 515 (Sloj 8 o |y abogmo ol 0ls5 o (235 Sl g
(I5es! Jolsl s tcolsen /. poo¥ 5 ¥ (sliodcas TV yal) 8angl s o) 8yl baols) Us (1
o sl edSul 5l gl iy g9y y2 VTS e Loyl 85l 558 gl Sl
Ao 59y 32 Slampliie 5 (o (5B Lo ol b o o LS | 00iyS3 5ej B3 clinsysS
o) Bl lalllan Sl 3558 o 4500 Loyl y2 35 Jlies gyl m5gty o Simh
(esgl st P33 byls S5 Tyl 51l 3l 35l o lxte wba3¥R cllla oI5 1y b T
asdl g Ao Jliw slacinw (o )Kunll clacodgime Juods 50390 ITT oy ol yuwws o 1T yal
)5 daw 4 L 135 (] ol 5 (g3 Lusl 8ol calbogomo (0l )0 Al o sz (S et
s ()liS7)5 o Sao cynl puas slajlh 15585 (lolaz § 39 dnlys o Jlws yal
V¥ oS lbao oyl shls 09)8 2l 52 b s et Bl tul Jino yo oy Sl o
ool pas Gladbyzs ;500 i 5 (a3 dus (2l b duanliio plie 0 Lo das (il 9 0352
29 eblys )dny Laydai 51 (509,890 L Loxia) 33 ol st (s )88 (sl
oode s AL BT oyl 09,8 (ylsie comed (Atindind ;3 YALYY s WL Y glapudas) b5
Fyb 09395 Loyl (1Ko bl db as g5 L a5 (aniodigsd )0 VYLV (olb 3 i) 1500 opudasde
05,5 s parge (SIS lgl 5 _izolsem bygd 5l fpoo¥ 5 F (slaods) o cyabs 93 3 llnc

OFF () o Lo JoB) siws IV O_QT

A 4oy lhawry 3B (S5 b Janipe (5120015 (Sl g (o

295 53 LSl (588 Curiog

Lacdls g logeis 3l (slacgemme 45 dad o lias atiodigd oliwysS slapins dallae
9y o 0dlgd S Aid 90 4 a8 ol odiis o oolasw] ygS )0 a8y 3,8 (ool B ¢l
o2 o2l 8550 Jsb plos 55 (s 1058 o ernnis GLBIL) ey g5y 2 0dlss 5 Lngley
o200 (g5l 5Ll L ety 1 oulss ot e (sl () B8 40 5 Cnsly sl



1965 s e 5 oy st i e | AP || 4

D5 bou i e is ol o 3Ne a5g8ym A8l 55 (YAY) (B i)Y (i v g 0355 (ZYA,D)
4S5t g o oy Lagli el o as¥h (S5 ooy L consline [, 15T 45 005
¥ dzy0 g (o5 dagly) Yz (a5 doglh) V Ay yguody 4L L cslize 35 Langily Ay
S slacdls degamo cyalplo £(Ne IYAY LIS g0) W9 oo (9 pands (Lo dugls)
Coming 09,8 LS 0 dndl g Lo sanaibs 5l 458l Gluas | U |y acindgs ¢liwysS jo sl

(¥ 9 \")_:91.@3) dg-d o)l_wl)_:) cedls Wy u‘yua ‘uaxm.ab

(M o) Jb Bl g oo solkg sy sl 9y oalsd VB i (S Slroged (Sl (pladiges oY gl

HALAS
Fig. 3: Examples of some burial methods, in order 1 to 3: lying on the right side, left side and supine (Fazeli Nashli,
2019).
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Fig. 4: Graph of the percentage frequency of skeleton placement modes relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).

0955 31 b)) Jolt 1) Sipes &m0 L Lok g oy (sodos 5y pm 0dlys 4530 ()

A Llab g cowly (coloo 69y o oaolss AYL (Y JS517V,0 5 (090 31 7¥¥) I- TIT .y a
3 odlgd AU (Y JS 51790 9 (0y90 51 ¥F/) I- TIT oy &l 09,8 51 b5 ) Joltn :¥  Siues
5 (009931 1Y) I- T eyl 09,851 51305 Y Joli a1 (e d2po L Lol s sl solo o5y




| vo | oh\San g B priloglo

o Jolit ) (Sused dopd L Lab g o (so-lon (g9 2 oalyd AW (F£ 851 70
iy Llab g oo (oler 59y 3 0amlys WL (B S5 Y/0 5 ()9 31 7% F) LI 2l 09,8
1 odeolgd &YL (5 ¢ IS5 77,0 g (0y9 31 WF7) T- TIT yal 09,5 51 bV Jolits :¥  Sges
Y ol (S 51 0ViA) (e85 0 L gan s pasc ol (Siagas dnpo L Lol g o o5 lo s
SI7A 90590 31 YV IV T 09,8 55 w35 ¥ g (S5 70 g 090 31 ZV) T-TIT yal 09,5 )5 (s
o ¥ Jolis s olasel yo ouisls slaly 5 ¢ solop 55y 3 oualss WL (V <( S
4 JolS) Sl L iy (55 0 o nlss AW (A JS 5170 5 ()93 51 Z70) IV yl 0,8
0395 51 V) LTI 5] 09y 13 152305 Y oLt (S 51 7A) 0yuda5 ¥ Lo gazro 1(00stjlyo SolS Laly
Cdi 69y o odales AL (S5 7V0 5 0590 51 7Ve) IV oyl 05,8 50 35V o (JS'51 70
Jolis (S 317¥2,0) (2305 A Lo gacrs s(sly (55 la 4 Jsloto Laly g ass¥l s JolS) 5L L L
50399 31 Ve7) TV (y ol 09,8 )5 1835 Y g (S 51 70 9 0y93 5 ZY N I- TIT yal 09,8 3 b ¥
Stz o Joloze Lab g as¥l 2 JolS) 5L L ety (g9 o odnlys 4s¥L (Vo (S 31 77,0
(S 51 7A 5 0393 31 700) I-TIT ] 09,8 33 4895 ¥ Jolis (S 31 7230) 585 ¥ Lo goen (s
L ioyplaine g Gascinl Lab g as¥l (W e(JS517Y,0 5 0y50 31 73e) IV (ynl 09,8 )0 ubaiN g
03 4 Jals (S 31 YANT) 3050 Lo gomo 4o dinsd (sLo s335 ¢y Lioyd Sliiad oy
570 g 0yg3 31 Z¥) TV ol 0958 30 b5 ¥ g (JS 51 ZYYY g 0y90 31 Z¥V) T-IIT oyl 09,5 )0
22395 90 B8 oI5 g pyye (slmogeis plas 2l 895 Jgbo 53 cdeaiyd (S
L3l bguts 3l ool ity oS olaas 295l 5 4583 5 o0litanldyge Ay asgd ogyome
0 (B soged ploieds 9y 93 8 9 3l sloy Ao ouplsd beud o (i gy Lol
ey Sl plas oo j0 aS im0 lis wladllas cogdle ds . distun sdalive JB  lgly
ol Al GLogslo) ity o odlss gy Sil3 o 5 0y Copis boads yas 0l s
a8 Wilowsd,S 495 5Ll s b o udiV0 « 305 ¥ A liojl 4 gygbods 315 3939 (61Kl
40100, o ol o3 daais 31 Ladye 9 009 (4Lj 4o (Bdate (XYF) pdiiVe Lol 5o
L 5Ll gt Lol ccitlises (805 slaoges L 5 crad o) Legazs 9925b 1803 ol

el 0390 Loyl 09y )liayd (B guid yoyi Jgeme (S5 31 71V, 0) yad3Ve

LCwd 5pdylyd I
Cwd GpeSylyE NS g garmeys catiyaigd obwysS ;5 TV U T ol clasyss Job o
Sy gy odls Lasley (55 2 dlsd (S 09)S a4 aS 05 sl L Lo dSul
0955 Ui Jolt slag 4 odplyd s 09,8 it (gaatis BB asinl s L)
4 delol ) 45 At (g B (S 31 70F) 05,505 43 4 L3l pg0 09,8 s (US'31770)
(JS3171) 3y90 43 L paseinels cdls cyguods pos 09y (i o 0 dalgs dxsloy Lol
353 bl a05g0  olwlis ol ol cumwl Judod nccws 48 el ola b as 5l acws ol
Ay olodgs 3o el 93 305y 13y Loy ed Hobdo Lo pudas 5l By 48 Sloul 5l el
Lol (Slohd ol dalal jo a8 aslodgs oolatlyyge 85V £ g azeyd LA ccdlsas ]
T 090 b conlize s (658 850t < ISygods .l oais a3ly] JS'3)50 ¥A 4 o
(550 yslas) coul o

odpled g dLooygd plod ;o eoliiuwl 3)50FA ¢ goxo 51 : L glay (595 o Ddlgs (]I
IV oyl )0 805 ¥ 5 (V) I-IT (ol 1o o dushe Jolis (Z¥0) b)Y 5o IS )0 g loo 40
oY ol 10y 9 oS g9y rawd tlagley 69y 1 odmlsd () fcawl ouis oolawl (7F)



M};w\;&o\&u\g&\ﬂ“&nl Vs |

Jolie laccws :Lagles g5y 5o sdlss (Y < IS 51 7% 5 (0)90 31 70,0) I- IIT ol 05, S 5|
Lagles 69y o odoled (¥ JS 51 7F) g (0y90 31 70,0) I-IIT 1yl 05,8 51 1805 Y Jolis :cyguo
o 0deolod (F ¢ JS 5175 g (090 31 70,0) I-IIT oyl 09,8 51 1805 Y Jolis :aSls o ldvccws
7YY g (0599 51 2V, A) I-IIT (] 09,8 51 805 Y Jolis teygun Joolie comly cowd slagles (s,
7Y, A) T o] 05)8 51 805 ) Jolis 108 9y o wd slavglas (g o 0dles (8¢S 5]
LYY 0335 ¥ Lo gozen : aseionls yeews :(Lasley (o) o 0dnlss (5 S 31 LYY 5 (093 1
IV oyl 0558 55 835 Y 5 (JS 51 7%,V 5 0595 51 0,07) I-ITT oyl 09,8 15 35 ¥ Jolis (JS'5!
(S 3) ¥ g 0y90 31 70Y)

AWl byt dmoygd plas jo el A g game 5 55 LIBM / oy (59 1 04led (&
slaoygd yo OBV ol (Z5Y,0) O=d45YE 5 Jf).)}l_gélb L Cdo 69y y ol wlgs
95y 0dwlod (V sl o ooliuw] (NANV) TV oyl )50 43 a5 A 4 (Z7Y0,F) 11T ]
2 o35 Y Jols (JS 51 0E5) (35 ¥ Lo goome 1S g o808 53y s 5Ll / ety
31700 50,90 51 ZEV,5) IV ol 09,8 35 4 ud05 ¥ g (S5 7)) g 0y90 31 720,0) I-IT y-al 05,8
ool 09)S 5l e85 Y ol 150 ol b 5L slo/ ety (53 5 0 mled (A e(JS
Jolis reuls ps ecws LGB / oty (o) yu oduled (A4 S5 7¥) 9 (0y90 31 70,0) I-11T
5Ll /et gy yo odoled (Vo s JS3IAVY 5 (0)90 31 ZY,A) T-IIL oy o] 09,8 51 oy 1B05 )
¢ JS 51X 5 (0)90 31 2V, A) I-IIL y ] 05,8 51 pud05 Y Jolit 1y olusel yo ouiisylyd v cews
09)5 31 B3 ¥ Jols st ddd (g9 )iy o cewd LGB / ety (55) 3 0amlgd ()
Sy comly cawd 5L G / ccin g5y po odled (W IS5 ZAN g (0y50 31 7)) I-IIT -y o
SITEN g 0y90 31 70,0) -TIT oy 09,5 33 s ¥ Jolis (S5 Z5Y) b ¥ L gaes 108
Ll / cuo g9y 32 0l (WSS SIZNY 5 )93 51 ZAN) TV ool 09)8 )3 (895 Y 5 (JS
05yS 30 yd 5 ) ol (JS 31 7¥))) (305 ¥ Le gasmo 1l dlasiel yo o aiislyd ey ccwd
OVF (S 31V 50590 51 ZAY) TV cynl 09,8 55 a5 V o (JS 51 7YY g 0y90 31 ZV,A) I-IT ya]
L5X) b5 ¥ Lo gozmo 1y liiel 53 00tjlys con cwd LG / oty 59y y o bwlss
IV oyl 0558 50 835 Y 5 (JS 51 7%,V 5 0590 51 70,0) I-IIT 4ol 09,8 15 35 ¥ Jolis (JS'5!
N g 5B () ez Cewd 5Ll /ey (g9)  odalss (V0 (U SIAYY 5 0)90 51 7AN)
Y o (S5 2% 9 0593 31 70,0) I oyl 09,8 55 (b3 ¥ Jolis (JS 51 75Y) oy3 5 ¥ Lo gomo
(S 3VY 50390 5l ZAX) IV yal 05,8 13 ubas

‘rvﬁﬁ))l—w 09)5)3 u)_L:..a.o 9 umb by ecwd Crog umb \VF QML’ (z
39 o5 4 Loty (S 31 771) 1ymsdis Yo L gz o ) s iials 5 pgss Coprivg sins
(S SHVY 5 0y93 5l ZANY IV (yl 09,8 53 435V g (S 31 ZVAN g 0y90 31 72Y0) I-TIT -y a] 04,8
A10)ly5 slys I byt 1T yal sy Jo o 3 &S i ol o K00 (lS5 51 cileiyd
Sl9d o el ol 53 sl 00 Iy sl ienleS Lacdls plod s 42lhs 3959 s
(W) 390 ¥ L GL 3L 890id) dipms dundB (55) (5)dopd Cpguody e Sgpd 4 3lxia
o IV ol 3)99 0805 Vo (hloyd i o (5lodi plouil )50 Y L5 Y jo Lo gy (Bl g 009
Sy 9 0393 poaipe bor it (1F),5) )50 O Lo Gl gus) (K 5 o5t (g9 o cunsd B5p it
Cwd w8 (55) Ceml) Cwd (gla gy AS(Gysbody tilods 2l (gpsaS (Slohd L La g
N g oS (£9) o Cawd 5 ol dliel 53 sl Con Cawd (i el o sl ol
g oo 0B Lie (ZAY) 3y VL Lpis pluSya



| vy | oh\San g 5 plogls

LI T

BV sl

COVFF (B, E0) o ygs S ds o I cusd (88 slaedls  Sllyd Moy jloges 10 ygual
Fig. 5: Graph of the percentage frequency of hand positions relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 6: Types of grave structure in Shahneh Poshte Cemetery, in order 1 to 3: simple pit, simple pit with big sherds,
pithos (Fazeli Nashli, 2019).
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Fig. 7: Graph of the percentage of the frequency of grave structures relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).

H850 ;500G L bl o Lo SO ) ot 9 0181 pus o oo coning) o dw 45 jiimghy
(g A yoolas) cowl oy cdla Vs Jols sl as)S

33 b5 ¥ ol (S 31 700Y) 0305 F Legosmo s paseiials S0 UL 04,8 (1 : 3L (I
(S 51705 5.0y90 51 70) IV yml 0958 53 4B ¥ g (S 51 7Y,0 g 0y90 31 77F) T-TIT oyl 09,8
LI oyl 09,8 33 32395 ¥ Lol (S 51 706%) 030305 ¥ Lo ganro s yaseiols )lgn g 2JLL 09,8 (Y
&ILL 09, S (¥ (S 51705 50590 31 Z¥0) TV yal 09,8 55 b5 ¥ g (S5 7,0 g 0y90 3 ZY¥)
S S1Y,0 9 (0y90 31 7Y F) I ol 09,8 51 bV Jolis s yaseiinals ymseials

21955 33 35 ¥ Jalis (JS317%,5) 35 ¥ Logazes 0 cls> & )3 (F 280 (0
&I 09,8 (0 4( S 31 7,0 g 0y93 31 Z0e) IV iyl 0958 53 a5 V g (S5 720,) 5 0y90 31 75) I-ITT
JLoSy 1db 09y (5 < IS 31 77,0 § (0y9 31 27 F) T-TIT 1yl 09,5 51 3V Jolis 23,0 JLusyloo
Jolis 1350 aseinols @b 08,8 (V¢ JS517Y,0 g (09 31 %) T-TIT 1yl 09,8 51 o3V Jolis 20,0
3 omd5 ) Jolis t gy ilo adl 09,8 (A < JS 51 70e0Y g (0y90 51 VYY) I-TIT -yl 09,8 51 b5 ¥
S 7ZAWA) b5 ¥ Lo gamo 103 Sl yloo &b 09,5 (4 ¢ JS 51 7V10 g (093 31 Z¥F) I-TTT oyl 09,5
736) IV oyal 0g)8 55 pud a5V 5 (S5 O 5 0593 51 7¥2,%) I- Tyl 09,8 35 pdus & Jolis (JS
75N I 0 09y8 51 25 ¥ Jolis Lo a5 JwiSisn b 03,5 (10 5(JS 517,05 0393
o35 Y Jolis (JS517VeY) (yudas ¥ Lcygm 10y s 3L 05,8 (W< JS 5170,V 5 (0y99 ;|
((JS517%0 9 0590 31 7Ne )IVO_ml 08)S 33 3835V 5 (IS5 V5 g 050 51 ZNe¥) I- IIIO_ml 0355 3O
WY S 5700 5 (0y90 31 75 A) THIIL y ] 09,8 51 805 Y JoLis : aseituols (ylg adb 09,8 (VY
(S 51 7%,0 5 (0995 51 100 IV oyl 0,8 31 b ) Jolis L gazeo z yaseiol Jluwylen 3l 05,5
S 515,09 (0y90 51 79 F) I ol 09,5 51 805 ) Jol : jaseinels JLw Sy &b 09,8 (VF
JS 500 g (0995 31 75 A) T-TIT iy 09y8 51 405 ¥ ol : ascines aseinls &b 0g)8 -V0

T y2l 09,5 31 (b5 ) ol 1 jasiteals SalS) ascinals 09,8 (15 2 paseinel (z
(S 31 77Y) &ILL 5,58 A Lo gazn 13305 ¥R Lo 31800 (a5 51 JS 579,00 5 (0999 51 1K)
039 (S 51 73e¥) oy 05 ¥ (glylo (ASygbods ((SILw WY L5 8) 854S w095 4S5 0)l0 049



08 ] s | 75 5| smniy i iy e || Ao ||

(ool Commin L) b5 ¥ g T-IIT yn] 95 do bgoye (aseivnls o L) xd05) 45
W) Llss s 09,5 a0 laito (JS51700%) 305 ¥ iz o 108b o IV ol 4 bgyyo
35 ¥ g T T 80 4 by e (sl cammins L) (udds ) 4S axwn (Lo AL
&b 0,87 IS 50 by oS ol 43 cablinl 4 el TV yal ab bgpe (astinls cymuis 1)
a3 plod o 3l (S0 LA) Ules w09y S aSoa 08 85 (JS51ZVEY)
Sl Vb cpaSy (ol Lloddil o9, S cpmgus (S5 10F) 83 # L g gomey ascbpaiged
o I-IIT ] do -late (yastinels Commin ) g (5 Commin ) dyo Coanins V) (5ud 5 0 Jolit 45
((SILwdo 5 ¥0) Jlosylo  goww 09,8 ity TV oyl 8590 40 bgage (350 Cranin V) bl |
V oLty S el YU caS g lohd Lol 09, S oy sosd (S 517VT) (35 A L g50zxey
Copuniz Vg () Stz V) 305 Y g T 2l 4 glato () Comanin £ 9 30 i 1) (b5
g50ze0yd (Vs d (SILsde) JLusSpy gt 05,8 it IV (g2l 895 iy gy (s diols
i ¥ Do i V) T 40l 8590 40 bgupe (Kot dS 0390 (JS 51 AYY) 805 ¥ (glylo
Lo )] oy 45 05515 399 adogima oyl 30 3181 51 0958 dun . dtiands (yaseiiels Gt V g (5
S8l Jolis s 0y 815105, le 48 ol 0395 e § Lawseis bl calisee J¥od
09 5918 ol cpgd 09,5 53 9 <(JS 51 210) (b ) (g5l (asiiiols oy L 3L
o 3 SS9 (Sl eSSl (S5 7Y10) BV (55l (i g s o3k 555
ol pows 09y S cogdledy it )loyg 5y Syt livwysS iz 9 (i sLoog)S
22 €dS 9 (Slshd (e b 1S 51 EYE) ediile ghlo (aseinals (s L &L 018D

sl yl35 55 Loog)S plas oy

10.2

Ll B 11 Y
.“ro,&i

S »g gl .\,_,; 2-‘:'9 & .“-9 'v /

AOFF G BU30) Waoygd S 45 o iy 3 o Conm (Sllyd Loyd 510503 1A ygeas

Fig. 8: Percentage frequency chart of age and gender relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 9: Percentage frequency chart of the ratio of adults and immature relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 10: Percentage frequency chart of burial orientations relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 11: Percentage frequency chart of burial orientations relative to each period (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 12: Percentage chart of the frequency of orientations of burial’s face relative to all periods (Authors, 2025).
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Fig. 13: Graph of the percentage frequency of individual and group burials relative to each period (Authors,
2025).
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Fig. 14: A sample of group graves and burials in Shahneh Poshte Cemetery (Fazeli Nashli, 2018).
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Fig. 15: Graph of percentage and frequency of burials based on burial objects relative to all periods (Authors,
2025).
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Fig. 16: Chart of percentage and frequency of burials based on burial objects relative to all period (Authors,
2025).
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