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Abstract

The county of Tarrom Olya is located in the northern part of Zanjan province, for reasons
such as having a diverse climate, and its special location, in the middle of the provinces
of Zanjan, Gialen, Ardabil and Qazvin is potentially important from the point of view of
archeology. However, the field and library research’s done in relation to this area has not
been as satisfactory in comparison with its size and importance. In this article, for the
first time, the settlements of the Islamic era in Abbar and Darram of Tarrom Olya county
have been examined and studied based on archaeological documents and historical
texts. For this purpose, the 1400 years of the Islamic era have been divided into three
periods, including the first centuries, the middle centuries and the late centuries of the
Islamic period, and have been studied and examined both in terms of historical texts and
archaeological materials. As a result, 25 sites, historical hills, cemeteries and buildings
related to the Islamic period, which were identified in the field survey of Abbar and Drram
regions, have been categorized into one of the three mentioned sections based on pottery
level and analyzed. The purpose of this research is to answer some questions about the
quantity and quality of Islamic settlements in the region, tracing Islamic settlements
or buildings of the region in historical texts and identifying the key Islamic sites in the
study area. The result of this study indicates that a significant number of the Islamic
sites identified in the studied area were dynamic settlements in the first and middle
centuries of the Islamic era. Based on the data obtained from the survey, including the
size of the sites, it seems that some Islamic settlements in the region, including the site
known as Drram Castle, were an important central settlement in the Tarrom Olya county
during the Islamic era. The result of this research shows that despite the importance of
communication in the region, the ancient sites of the Islamic era in the studied area, in
general, have a small size and remain almost as rural settlements.
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Introduction
Despite the location of the Tarrom region between the well-known cities of Zanjan,
Ardabil, Qazvin, and Rasht, it has received less attention in historical texts compared
to the aforementioned regions. The aim of this study, based on a field survey, is to
investigate the identification, quality, and quantity of Islamic-era settlements in the
study area and to analyze some relevant information from historical texts. The main
questions addressed in this study are as follows: 1. What was the quality and quantity
of Islamic-era settlements in the villages of Abbar and Darram? 2. What insights can be
gained from comparing historical texts and archaeological evidence regarding the study
area during the Islamic period? 3. Based on the survey data, which site or sites in the
study area can be identified as the main centers in the basin of the Abbar and Darram
villages during the Islamic period?

It is assumed that the study area housed various settlements during the Islamic period.

Research Method

This research was carried out in two parts: field and library studies. In the field section,
the ancient sites of the study area were examined, and cultural materials, mainly
including pottery fragments, were collected. In the library section, the Islamic pottery
of the sites in the study area was typified, and the distribution of the sites in the region
was examined and evaluated using common methods such as GIS. Additionally, special
attention was paid to historical and geographical texts of the Islamic period in the library
studies section.

Research Background

So far, very few archaeological studies have been conducted in the study area at Tarrom
Olya County, the most important of which was the first season of the survey of Tarrom
County under the supervision of A. Najafi in 2007, as a result of which 96 ancient
sites related to different periods were identified (Najafi, 2007). The present study was
conducted based on the results of this survey.

Discussion

- Historical and archaeological evidence of the study area in the early Islamic era
Historical sources indicate that during the Musafirid rule in the fourth century AH, the
Tarrom region, particularly the fortress of Samiran, experienced a period of development
and prosperity as mentioned in Naser Khosrow Qobadiani’s travelogue. Subsequently,
the Tarrom region became a battleground between the Ismailis and Seljuks and a target
for conquest by Mongol, Ilkhanid, and Timurid rulers seeking to control Gilan. Notably,
Tughrol Beig visited Tarrom Castle in 454 AH and demanded a substantial sum from
its ruler (Ibn Athir, 1991: vol. 22: 375). Various castles and locations in Tarrom, such as
Andjan, Rustamkuyeh, Sheruz, Kufal, Harkam, Samiran, and Qalat, are mentioned in
historical sources from this period (Hamawi, 1995; al-Baghdadi, 1992). Archaeological
findings from eight sites in the Abbar and Darram districts, including Tape Las, Sharfan
Darreh, Ghaybullah, Torobar, Tape Chenar, Mine Bala, Sibisun, and Dam, contain
pottery dating back to the early Islamic period (Figs. 7 & 8, Table 2).
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- Historical and archaeological evidence of the study area in the middle Islamic era
Tarrom also reappears in historical texts of the Mongol era due to its strategic location
on the route to northern regions, particularly Gilan, and its proximity to key centers
like Soltaniyeh (cf. Ibn Khaldun, 1984: vol. 4, 204; Hafez Abro, 2001, vol. 2: 572, 717,
766). The most accurate description of the Tarrom region at this time is provided by
Hamdullah Mostofi Qazvini (d. 750 AH), who wrote:

“Tarromain is a warm province to the north of Soltaniyeh, a day’s journey away, and
the harvest is very good in its highlands, and most of the fruits of Soltaniyeh come from
there. At first, there was a city center called Firuzabad in the land of Lower Tarrom,
but now it is completely ruined, and the town of Andar in Tarrom Olya has become the
city there... The people of that province are Sunni Shafi’i, and that province has five
parts: First, Upper Tarrom (Olya) was a vassal of Qala Taj, it includes about a hundred
villages, and Jezla, Shawarzad, Darram, Jiya, Qalat, Zarand, and Shind are among its
most important villages... (Mustofi, 1957: 71). Mustofi’s reference to Darram is the
oldest reference to this place in historical texts.

At least seven sites in the study area in the villages of Abbar and Darram, including
Abbar Cemetery, Torobar, Mine-Bala, Sibison, Dam, Kelavlagh, and Imamzadeh
Vazneh-Sar, have had medieval Islamic pottery, especially Seljuk-Ilkhani pottery. These
potteries are mostly glazed, sufficiently fired, and have various types of decoration,
especially incised patterns, incised patterns under the glaze (Sgraffito), and underglaze
painting (Table 3, Figs. 9 & 10).

- Historical and archaeological evidence of the study area in the later Islamic era
Historical records indicate that the Tarrom region remained of interest to Safavid rulers
due to its proximity to important Safavid centers like Ardabil and Qazvin. For example,
in 911 AH, Shah Ismail spent winter in Tarrom (Badlisi, 1998: Vol. 2, 137), and in 969
AH, Shah Tahmasb went to Tarrom for hunting (Ibid: 217). Pietro Della Valle, who
traveled to the Tarrom region via Ardabil in 1619, during the reign of Shah Abbas I,
reached Darram village through a narrow and difficult valley (Della Valle, 2005: 331-
332). Della Valle’s description contains important information about the geographical
features and communication routes of the region during the Safavid period.

From an archaeological point of view, some pottery sherds from the site of Burhan
al-Saltaneh date back to the Timurid-Safavid period (Table 4 & Fig. 11). Notably, glazed
pottery, including azure-glazed pieces likely from the Seljuk era, and monochromatic
pottery with green, blue, and turquoise glaze possibly from the middle or late Islamic
period, have been discovered at the study sites.

During the Qajar period, Tarrom continued to serve as a route for royal campaigns
and recreational activities, with notable figures like Agha Mohammad Khan, Fath Ali
Shah, and Naser al-Din Shah visiting the region (Fasai, 2003: Vol. 1, 645 & 720; Etemad
al-Saltanah, 1988: Vol. 3, 1605). During this period, Rawlinson, while traveling to the
region, mentioned Abbar and Darram as the two main places in the region of Posht kouh
(Rawlinson 1840: 62-63). According to Rawlinson’s description, it is likely that part of
the facility known today as Darram Castle is remains of the palace of Abdullah Mirza
(d. 1263 AH), the son of Fath Ali Shah who was the ruler of Zanjan during the Qajar
period. Based on our survey, Darram Castle is a large site dating back to the pre-Islamic
and Islamic period, covering an area of about 20 hectares.
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Additionally, based on the architectural style and type of materials, a number of
buildings in the study area, including mosques or Imamzadeh, probably belong to the
late Islamic period (mostly Qajar), of which we can mention Siahroud Bath, Imamzadeh
Ebrahim, Imamzadeh Khatun Khadijeh, Burhan-ol-Saltaneh Mansion, Khasareh Bath,
Khasareh Mosque, Molanour, and Imamzadeh Vazneh-Sar.

Conclusion

The analysis ofhistorical texts and archaeological evidence provides valuable information
about the settlements in the Tarrom region during the Islamic period, including the size
of the settlements and communication routes in this region. Based on the data in Table
5, which was calculated based on our field survey, eight sites (44 percent) are less than
one hectare in size. Eight sites are between one and five hectares (44%), and only three
sites of Gerdeh Tepe, Tepe Qabristan, and Qala’e Darram are larger than five hectares,
all three of which are located along the Qezel Uzan valley, along the main roads of the
region. However, compared to the cities of the Islamic era, even these three sites are not
considered large settlements. The map in Fig. 12 shows the distribution of Islamic sites
in the study area regarding their sizes. Overall, these statistics indicate that most of the
settlements in the Islamic period in the study area were, in fact, small, rural settlements,
which is in exact accordance with the medieval geographers’ descriptions of the Tarrom
as a region with numerous villages but no major city (see: Hamawi 1995: Vol. 2, p. 6;
al-Baghdadi, 1412: 249).

It seems that Darram Castle can be considered a central settlement in the Islamic
period in the Tarrom region due to its vast size of more than 20 hectares and its special
location in the middle of the Qezel Uzan River valley, and the availability of important
environmental components such as access to water resources and communication
routes. Considering the description of Della Valle and the location of the Islamic sites
in the study area, mainly in the Qezel Uzan River valley, it seems that the old roads in
the study area were in accordance with the topographic conditions of the region and to
a large extent coincided with or were close to the modern road.
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Fig. 1: Location of the study area on the map of Iran, Zanjan Province, and Upper Tarom County (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 2: Islamic sites within the study area, classified by the rural districts of Abbar and Darram; site numbers

correspond to table numbers (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 3: Ancient mounds of the study area containing Islamic layers, arranged from right to left according to the
order mentioned in the text (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 4: Archaeological sites with Islamic layers in the study area, arranged from right to left according to the order
mentioned in the text (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 5: Islamic cemeteries of the study area, from right to left: Kuh-Kan-e Olya Cemetery; two examples of
Islamic graves from Sibisun; and the Emamzadeh Vazneh-Sar (Authors, 2022).
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Fig: 6. Islamic architectural structures in the study area, from right to left, according to the order discussed in
the text, in addition to the Emamzadeh Vazneh-Sar structure at the site of the same name (bottom, left) (Authors,
2022).
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Tab. 1: Supplementary information on Islamic-period sites and structures in the study area of the rural districts of Abbar and
Darram (Authors, 2024).

Called ol 9 £95
a o
% ol 5 o
'q:: 4 Jlw 05155 v 2
_?ﬂ —j’ 3\ 4 &9 aw e e Ol % ’1 a
: EN = R Cud . X
=z 3| G| 8| s [31as5) bl 3 3 3
i o 2| k (2250 5%
5 | 4] 3| %
- Rl g
E1 D
S ool — gyl N: vs” of‘aa/s " s yd 45
Ol pas )l T R Ol 13 4
* ® IAPENE Y e Gpdogs 6y VA Aol ., ¥ B \
okl liysS re e HTHE Oy S E:-$A%Y fa/0" ol
Yol 0y )3 pol e B pbgis 6 yte YO+ N: vs oo -5i5 "
ol - &yt FRAY o E0E P RS RS Sy S - ., .5 olSesly a5 M
olal o leiblo 4 (YU ¢ imdglio E:-fA°v" a/0)
sl - i 51 N: v 00 ¥HA" Y .
[T T30t PP RS Gy Sy E:-fA%y £/va” (S
Mool (o i £oilol Ne v aanon A fegeze ¥
" " " _ 5 3 e )eSe ALl ' »
[T S ! 2R B SR E:-$A°A Y/YY" }9;){,’
g L ; " N:vs” o' vy " . "
s " e b _ 5 5 eme VVEALLG ' . 5 s
29 2 St s e b 2ol Gy syt ) B AN YA/E" 8
]
= by ol HUS ol G (640 A ALl N: vs® af'v/sa "
OPR) 8 Yo 2l e S .
Mol S Sl ® (o Y i ., Y SRR 5
e S o E: YAV ¥/-v" R oR
dde S 058 slusgy (Bpbogs (sxe ¥Yr dlols | N YETAY Y |y | —eS o ysS
oMl * » lasysS - . are’ npptl Y
ol — s b3l s E:-$A°05" oAy Ue o8
Sepl o6 )yl N ovs® oa'vVE "
ORl pas 8y T .
#* #* \ bl5s5e (sl ¢ Jlod (g0 YY dlols o 0 4 03 A
ol ol sS i stoss o Job e E:-¥A" Vor" el
i o6 sl . .
piiw 5”:” . il s WWE ol gl plums | NEW TR | e |
#* sy , .
YRR < ;;\A)’f sty (kg E:-fA oy vy podijg o33
X 3 A . N: vs" oA"Yy " L
ool S SISl #* # # &)l ol Y 39y )i (liwgy (B Jled (550 OV Aol Eoo¥A%00” 7" -\ s 45 Ve
Sl e o, o (sl loss s sio YD+ iluols Nevs anan A o
B ol ) gyl sliws (Byd Jleds (550 YO+ Alold A s yiB 45 N
= &l Fed S 9215 by (Bpdleds (550 EoofA%00” $A" Ol p3 4
"o e 5 ol SYY ALls Newe e T s ads
* Y D Hlwdd gt o SYY dlold , <¥q S dald \Y
ol (s I R omd s o E: YA YY" i
. ; . N: v o 'ysiv "
oDkl #* # &)yl Y 2l s 5oL gliwg, el s Eo by’ va/a" “oY Jbgye W
Sl 1l [ ol i (sl cdl NevvE oA A e ¥
* & Y D ol L L cél , -00 > A \
[T (T30 [22s] P RS l)) 2 E:”f/\o\‘\ ‘,./‘,n Phe e
"l — )l . 0y lms b el " N: vy vary” s w
#* & Syl L W g o QY+, -0 Ao VO
& oy’ el o o Sliwg) gz s OF: B fASY YEN s 4
Sl bl & T s LS55 S g il Newvvivesz v 5
* * So ) 4> L S 5 58l , YA . o \
[ Qt;..;),f o8 2 r»e g OW P O R 2 ) E:fA°0Y §/+" Qg
Mol I ) ¥ 15 limd bS5 sl Yy Ne vy v A
#*® ¥ > by (LS ¢ sl " " > , -0, > WV
[T [E0 ot s WP Shwy) Lo S ) E:-$A°DY anv” £
) § . Nooyy?oviey/ "
B # plo> - el oliads 390k slisg, cél 5> EobA%DY’ v5/A" -0 39k plo> A
15 ol ol5 0y (sliwg, <l j3 N: vy s'vn " Sljplel
u,.,MA.,I o3ljelel _ [AS] 00 ) (Stwy) 2 7 ., 5. o2)p! \a
E:-¥A"ay" WA wsnlypl
Mol J5elol 135 i oS s (sltaog, iy Newrnorl Ty | el |
35 - D ol o500 sl [ut: P . .
= o3ljal e o 4 (slwgy b, B fA%Y ANE" s
Sl 1 il v 15 o big (glimg, il New' vt St ¥
& #* & D iy b W cdb , . x \
e &l £ ld Gl (slisg) 8L B fAA 150" &y
. . i ) . JAHR A AR ARV VIR
oMl S Sl # ol5,15" Ylaas | o f p &S el liwns &S o D959l (3 (gliwgy Bl o Eoova'to’ /50" R 395k At
ol lians 39)ly (sbiwg) <l N: vy’ -A'vvin” Oy Ojles
Mool * S O las LV Ky , N2 Yy
- Sghee ) eV 3 Sy E:-¥Afy” s/ve” adaldl
135 liad 0)lud (sliwgy Jlosd 5520 ¥AR ) N: vy’ A o/ "
s > Slwg)y S P} .
oSl ® los - EotAry a/o” BV ojlus ples e
Sl [ ol o)lus sl il Ne vy enes) L
#* - >yl S gbusgy céb > 2N 5 Aotuo Yo
[T [20aS] °)! Sty 2 S50 ) E-- A6\ v/ov" ) 4




| voy | a5 AL s

o g Cow
2215 5 ;o] laglinmd (e ousyye 3 0 (pluolits (slaabgome o Ul ¢ hmsiy ol 5
Looy59) oShaol (oo 0ly5 (ool yaianss (99y8) p e odhasl 19 Jolid (3loj platio 4o
5 Sz (L2 B ;3 TU (s5ho (slmaygd) yolio oodlal lygo 5 (grio 5 (SRbl  Bonbas
ol 0dud duaplie  Suyli (ygte (slaodla b adols ciledlbl g laxd S 1,8 o 5 dozs )90

! olygd M 03958 53 axlllaesd,go Ao Ul bl g (S, U dalgl
dilaio C")L’ sL;lf)%‘od.’ ol O‘)ﬁ" u_»l)b ra)Uo dilaio L;lfwb.w Cordg &_aLa L;o‘)l.w‘ Ol)gb
L)M? u‘).&_o)l.o qul)l cdu.wdg).) d.o.‘a.wu_a] ‘)_’) ‘el bJ)Po)fOI)JJ}Log u%@)bb f)Lb
ol Pl ol 093 (e 5 s gy (2Lliaz 9 (S0)b igte )3 b o0 0350
(Sydasl (FY NAVe ccadogl LOAY :VFVS caidd -l 1 .S y) (pylor HSr = s JCsl 4
c@s&»«mw‘ YYD cs).,w.&).‘ob :d_.’ .QS.)) <<ln|)_la.\|>) ‘(\GA !\C AYeA ‘5#9}.9 L;'*él) N HAYY
AN AR RSO S ) @3y (VoY AIYYF  Bagis 140 .S y) (ymoylbor (WA NYFD

sl odis o)Ll (Vo) g YVE \YAY ¢ 0sa) (pylor 5 (YA Ng ATV ¢ solasd!
el 9 ,L2g) obd blie (odbusl 0lhgd s 09y B ) dg2se polie Bolle
094 cc\._’s_a(_ﬂ? uLa)BLw.z ‘ul.u.u.;dl JAL»A u.bbo LSL.Qu‘Julb 9 L.wa5§.> Ls"’b)"l"’)ﬁwu
G599 SLI8y93 (redisz plaz 0p8) (phbluer coosSs by93 clangpz! 53 ol
)55 L?x\g‘b\.»s 3).»0-).»0\; sc\m\.s)s_»:).) UT)‘ Ls]c\.w;d_{w] 039 ul)m_w).) 05394y sra)Uo dilais
:\_o.\a.uo)_» ub).%l_»wo L5)|..\.oLc) 3)9) HU)L’ C"b9 )] Lral.hu»?u (WYY gyu&rob) Cowl odld
pLd adoxjl il oas s o\ o YN QLS )0 oges < ool g0 (S0l uge 50 oyl
lepl) B Yo Jlw j0 (ol gundrg s Aoy (plosliyols ade pylls yrol yolino o oy
B2V Lo 0 oyl 4 ¢ alid Bgypro oy (L pugmeloper yaw ((VFV Az Y Ye
= OLipe 9 Ologumg e (YVF N z coled) ¢lpmais 50 )_..ol « L b O)S‘Jw yotaieds
292 U090 (wgatme g 5l L;L(b@.lfg LJ‘9-‘°| colaig.3.aYY Jlu o (<)§L~wo o2 Seo) uLw).\.’
@ pylb (cloployd (Bl s ybiper 9313 oLy g (VoF 1Yo z (ylad) pylbs 13 jguacs a8 So 0
.(\Ov Yo C cdl.o.h) P)Uo )D Ls‘d"”& )\) .d._:o?’\”o ‘_JLu: )\) OL?QL")\ST u‘).ogb ((fb.:.ﬁl)..sl o= MJ»
2 etk s glals s L 5 () ddlate ) (g555 Sgmame pllablusy Lo g2 4y o (iR
dgrumo 9‘ .\_’)).9 o s(D)Uo J.al.w )9_<Juo JrC BWert SHlew ég\)..ct\,’ g (<d9_3}_é 3 g0%0) d)_.a.»
5 obleebosl gl e Bnes cpyls dslato ol 31 oo (VY 4 OF NYAY (o) 9,5 jagds
sl 0393 8 5 4225 45 50053 L]y s (Lo 2SS o 5 oAbl
oyl ML (ggmsds oS 32 FYF Jlas 3 bgds ey ollalasy eyt 151 s
‘)""‘U"‘) Sy 9‘ d])_g)l.f»:’.) )‘}Jb\'oo dSw.u‘? dﬁ}lﬁ .))539.5 Codd dy Liged I) 899 \)L.«»)S
gty b ol jl ey dals 4. 3.8 ¥OF Ll yo based 395 Sodpab (VIO VY z OYVe
o2l YV i len) ol dsls caws Hlia g ,Lud Hlia oS el jyde L?dToLiml;; Plo
Lol 355 At oyl (e0Latdl Coratl s Baoelas 3y9 sl 5 pyllo &ilaie 536y 5| LSl L3
.\_ISL;o o)\_.i':l fo)Uo PRl «)_:.’51”)').3» Fl_,dg 2o A ! oJ)S)j_w fo)Uo dilaie <\.>La.’>u.u dg> 4



078 e s [ 75 8 |y iy ea || QY ||

AYY0 cj)_mb)aolj) 509 9909 i dion aS canly )_A.>u‘ 9)1.9')‘)‘.._4;“.: oL’LS).) 9 \)9_»)4_Mm)§45
S92 wlinlie )0 p-0 (Lredisyzd )i 08) @ Hrcte Ol Bhix (agh .(Y-0
05558 plyal Loy 33 45 Lol oxeds (gladostir 5 2l crolas gl pylls dlate yolne §
Oh9d ol aolie 5 iz o ((FF OYOF ccatogl iy .S ) ol atigs oy cald 08
@ldg) (ealaadh 0N\ s g (3. 25YF ©ldg) (g0 wsBby NN gon CLS aloss
Nz VOF g ¥Y Yz V5 i)z VA0« (g90> 140 .gf.)) Cow! 04l o)L.i:l bis, ul).m.w cfalf)_zb
COFOY 9 YWNA MAY =Y & «VA¥y VYo :Vz IVY Nz VY cgoladl yan 10z YAS

5l (Sl dllaadyge dalaia aigp (slalie Julos 5 4oy ¢ oolis sl s alas 5|
co).bol.é)_.i': ‘uu\ld\_u JALM’ sﬂjbg)_gg] Lgl.ho[:..@b)b 4.‘997(9 ol wfw.) aS cowl U"‘
A L;OMI ol)gd J_:‘al LSLQ‘JLQ.M) LS')") PO 9 (Y Gt JL;M s)l.a..} duu 9[.39)53 64\.”&.44..9
A sV sl JS) it 1SS eyl 5 OIS oty e ady IS s (sh1d Logas U Jlias oyl
(Vg

113

(V¥ ‘O@&)&) P|535).3£,Jdlhom.>)é ua)l.u:l obg) e 05)3 & ]o,g).a dl.bd.lo,:u U»L?: s Jliw:y J&:;
Fig. 7: Representative pottery from sites dating to the Early Islamic centuries in the rural districts of Abbar and
Darram (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 8: Pottery designs of the Early Islamic centuries from sites in the rural districts of Abbar and Darram (Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 2: Characteristics of sites and pottery from the Early Islamic centuries in the rural districts of Abbar and Darram (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 9: Representative pottery from sites dating to the Middle Islamic centuries in the rural districts of Abbar and
Darram (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 10: Pottery designs of the Middle Islamic centuries in the rural districts of Abbar and Darram (Authors,
2022).
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Tab. 3: Characteristics of sites and pottery from the Middle Islamic centuries in the rural districts of Abbar and Darram (Authors, 2024).
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Fig. 11: Pottery dated to the 16th century from the Borhan al-Saltaneh site, rural districts of Abbar and Darram
(Authors, 2022).
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Tab. 4: Characteristics of pottery attributed to the Timurid—Safavid period from the Borhan al-Saltaneh site
(Authors, n.d.).
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Tab. 5: Area/extent of Islamic-period sites in the study area of the rural districts of Abbar and Darram (Authors,
2024).
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Fig. 12: Distribution map of Islamic sites in Abbar and Darram, based on site area/extent (Authors, 2024).
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