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Abstract

Numerous silver coins from the Samanid dynasty have been unearthed in Russia and
various European regions, suggesting significant trade interactions between Asia and
Europe during the 4th century AH, and illustrating the Samanid dynasty’s international
relations with European merchants at that time. This study addresses a central question:
How did the Samanid era’s trade expansion extend to Northern Europe? Utilizing
Islamic historical documents and numismatic evidence, this research seeks to trace the
Samanid dynasty’s trade routes across Western territories, with a particular focus on
the Dirhams issued by Samanid emirs found in Eastern, Central, and Northern Europe.
Employing historical-analytical methods through documentary and library research,
the study explores the trade dynamics during the 3rd and 4th centuries AH/9th and
10th centuries AD. During these centuries, the Khazars served as a pivotal trading link
between the West (Bulgaria, Russia, Byzantium, and the Baltic coasts) and the East (Iran
and other Islamic regions). Ancient Islamic records reveal that the Samanid dynasty’s
international commerce was highly developed during this period. One notable trade
route ran from Samanid territories to Eastern Europe and the Baltic Sea shores. Key
regions such as Khwarazm, the land of Oghuz, Volga, and the Baltic coasts were crucial
to the trade activities along this route, which is examined in this study. The discovery of
Dirhams from Samanid emirs, including Ismail Samani, Ahmad Samani, Nasr II, Nuh
I, and Mansur I in Eastern, Central, and Northern Europe, serves as evidence of the
extensive trade exchanges during this period.
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Introduction

Researchers have segmented the history of the Samanid dynasty into two primary phases:
the pre-independence period (819-875 AD / 203-261 AH) and the post-independence
period (875-1005 AD / 261-395 AH) (Jalolzoda, 2018: 15). While there is consensus
on this chronological division, numismatic findings indicate that the origins of the pre-
independence era may extend to as early as 191 AH'. Coins serve as a dependable
resource for exploring this subject, and it is recognized that during the dynasty’s initial
phase in Transoxiana, local trade utilized Bukhar Khudahs coins, which were confined
within the region (Ibid: 17). The discovery sites of Samanid coins suggest that in this
early phase, the coins did not circulate beyond the borders of the Samanid realm at
the time. In the subsequent period, known as the independence era of the Samanid
dynasty, the regime operated under the “official endorsement of the Abbasid Caliphate”
and received “authorization” to produce both gold and silver coins (Ibid: 18). This
era saw the exportation of Samanid coins beyond their dominion. This study employs
ancient Islamic manuscripts to investigate the Samanid dynasty’s trade interactions with
territories outside their domain, and numismatic evidence from beyond the Samanid
borders corroborates the expansion of their trade relations into broader European
regions.

Research Objective: The aim is to explore the trade pathways utilized by the
Samanid dynasty for international exchanges in Western territories and to analyze the
Dirhams issued by Samanid emirs found in Eastern, Central, and Northern Europe.

Research Question: How did the Samanid dynasty’s trade activities extend to
Northern Europe during their era?

Research Methodology: Utilizing a historical-analytical approach, this study
leverages documentary and library research to assess the spread of Samanid coins
outside the traditional boundaries of the Samanid dynasty. By examining numismatic
evidence alongside historical and geo-historical documents, the extent of the Samanid
dynasty’s financial interactions with Northern Europe is scrutinized. In this study, areas
where coins have been discovered are treated as “primary data,” whereas “historical and
geo-historical” documents are used as “secondary sources.” Through detailed analysis

and classification of the collected data, conclusive results will be derived.

The Introduction and Decline of Samanid Dynasty Dirham Imports into
Europe

Starting from the late 9" century AD, the Samanid dynasty began exporting substantial
amounts of silver coins to promote trade with other regions (Perrie, 2006: 54). Serving
as a conduit, Russia facilitated the export of silver to Europe for approximately two
centuries, a process through which Samanid Dirhams were introduced to Sweden
(Kovalve, 2002: 3). Numerous caches have been unearthed along the Volga River, from
western Russia to Kazan, revealing stocks of Samanid Dirhams. In the 10th century

1. Refer to the Metropolitan Museum, artifact number: 39.40.124.250; Neyshabur-Qanat Tappeh excavation: and also
the Metropolitan Museum, artifact number: 39.40.124.412; Neyshabur-Sabzpoushan Tappeh excavation: 1939 (URLI,
URL2).
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AD, these Dirhams made their way to Northern Europe and Scandinavia through the
territories along the Volga and the Bulgars residing in the Middle Volga, as corroborated
by texts from the Islamic era (Jonsson et al., 1989: 251; Kovalve, 2002: 1). Ibn Fadlan
reports that the route from Transoxiana to Khwarazm, extending to Itil and the Bulgars,
as well as the pathway from Bukhara through Khwarazm heading northwest directly
towards the Kama River and the Bulgars, was heavily trafficked by traders (Ibn Fadlan,
1966, 98). He provides a detailed account of this road; in Bulgar, he noted the presence
of Muslim groups, including those from Khwarezm. The principal trade route originated
in Khwarazm and traversed the territory of the Khazars, situated on the northeastern
coast of the Caspian Sea (Hudud al-’Alam, 1993: 122-123), reaching its capital, “Itil
,” at the Volga River’s mouth in Russia, and proceeded towards Eastern Europe. The
Russians exchanged goods with the Bulgars for Samanid Dirhams, facilitating the
introduction of these coins into the northern regions of Russia (Kovalve, 2002: 3).
This trade eventually extended into Scandinavia?, and the unearthing of Islamic coin
hoards in Northern Europe substantiates this assertion (Heidemann, 2010: 9). Samanid-
era coins that arrived in Russia were utilized as money for trading purposes and were
locally circulated, gaining popularity in the 10th century AD (Grossman & Walker,
2013: 332). Over the course of the 10th and 11th centuries, these coins traveled from
Central Asia to the Baltic area (William, 2016: 63). In the 10" century, Samanid Dirhams
became extensively popular across Northern Europe, with numerous coins discovered
in Norway, Denmark, and Sweden (Grossman and Walker, 2013: 332). The decline of
the Samanid dynasty signaled the end of the influx of Samanid Dirhams into Europe,
resulting in a reduced number of these coins reaching Scandinavia (Johan 1980, 4).

Conclusion

Geographical sources offer valuable insights into the trade routes connecting the
Samanid dynasty’s territory with Europe, detailing the merchants active along these
routes and the goods exported from European nations to the Samanid domain. The
Samanid territory was linked to Europe via several pathways. The principal starting
points were Transoxiana and Khwarazm, situated along the Amu Darya River. During
this period, the link between Russia, Khwarazm, and Transoxiana was established
through Itil in the Volga Delta. Another starting point was the coastal cities along
the Caspian Sea. Furthermore, an additional route connected the Samanid dynasty to
regions along the Volga and Itil , beginning from Rey and extending to the Caspian Sea
coastline. This route, traversing through Transoxiana and reaching Merv in Khorasan,
enabled the substantial movement of commercial goods from Khorasan, Khazar, and
Kama Bulgaria to Rey. Additionally, there was a path leading from Itil to the Russian
territories, specifically to Kuyaba in the west and Tselinnoye in the northwest. Along
these routes, merchants carried goods from the Samanid dynasty’s territory to various
locations in Eastern and Central Europe, including areas around the Volga River in

Russia, as well as Poland, Germany, and Hungary. In exchange, they imported products

2. Northern Europe (Denmark, Norway, Sweden)
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from these European regions, notably including Slavic and Finnish slaves. During this
period, the coins initially utilized for purchasing goods in Russia, Bulgaria, the Qebchaq
steppe, and other adjacent areas were traded for goods in the Scandinavian countries
(Sweden, Norway, and Denmark). Additionally, Khwarazm traders moved up the Volga
River to acquire commercial products, thereby enabling the importation of goods from
Eastern Europe into Kama Bulgaria, the capital of the Kama Bulgars, and subsequently
to Khwarazm. Russian traders in Kama Bulgaria engaged with Khwarazm merchants
and journeyed to the land of the Khazars to conduct trade. The Khazars played an active
role in facilitating the transport of goods from the Samanid territory across the Ural and
Volga regions and further into the Baltic, acting as effective intermediaries. In this period,
traders from Russia, Iran, and Viking communities converged in the Bulgar region to
trade goods. Additionally, Hungarian merchants transported slaves from Scandinavian
areas to the markets in Bulgar. At the same time, goods from the East were being
imported into Scandinavia. The Vikings moved their merchandise southward, engaging
in exchanges or trades with Eastern goods in the Volga region. This trade primarily
facilitated the influx of silver into Northern Europe, while Scandinavia exported furs
and slaves, commodities that were attractive to the Samanid dynasty. Numismatic
evidence along these trade routes reveals that, over the years, Samanid Dirhams made
their way from Eastern Europe to Northern Europe. These coins have been discovered in
various Northern European regions including Scandinavia, Scotland, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Finland, and the Baltic coasts. Typically, these Dirhams are linked to rulers
such as Ismail Samani, Ahmad Samani, Nasr I, Nuh I, and Mansur 1. The primary
minting locations for these Dirham coins were largely in Samarkand, Al-Shash, Balkh,
and Andarab.
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Tab 1: Samanid Coins Discovered in Eastern European Regions (Authors, 2024).
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Tab 2: Samanid Dirhams Discovered in Central Europe (Authors, 2024).
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48. Ochla
49. Gosciejewice
50. Grzybowo
51. Gwiazdowo
52. Lubowo
53. Ladek
54. Poznan
55. Wielonek
56. Wielkopolska,
57. Bielkowo near Szczecin
58. Gaarz
59. OstHolstein
60. Klukowicze
61. Gdansk
62. 111. Targ Sienny
63. Kap Arkona
64. Richsrdson
65. Isle of Skye
66. Matt Hepworth and David Kierzek
67. Bjork /
68. jetti
69. Saanika
70. Estonian
71. Goldsborough
72. North Yorkshire
73. Kaupang
75. Uppakra
75. Ramparts
76. czechowa

(.\3}»4 59y (ﬂ_g)Lo.J].)) uJLowJ Lgl;’g)l Yy



M:‘ieﬂWoW\e@w“Ml AT |

wlls

S oliis 5 ol yhaz Aoy ooy (WD) sl e at)] JBg> ol -
ol

ol 3, dnas Loy SNaal) g SNl (WYY clire g dllire cdnloys oyl -
e &y

.z Aen s QSN s L(OYVFR) o Slaed Blowl o dasme o dan | Sogl cdid ol -
ol Kb bty 0l O grane

Jadllgl danys . ohad o) abyin L(OFFD) wles o dily o den ! (Niab oyl -
el S ol rolts «lblb

rilid (9Bl 0)8 s don 3 aanisl) SIS L(OYFB) ros o den ] e gl cdiiny oyl -
Sy

g L] gyl plasnl ds .S 0em § SVas LOVFY) costlysl s5xmslgs] < gy o] -
(ol ks 5 ey o8

Nz Jg3e pyo Sxs ) onS) 8l S5 L (VOY) egmgpmond¥y (hely gl -
! S olits 5 155l S Ao s

corodg (99908 a3 pio\s ey\s NE) N SNeS § g\ Yalgy LOTFY) cCalSl ¢ g -
LSS

B bt - (s (D aSs (VYY) copgunio e ads 5 ¢ Lo daws e ool oolys -

Hladldgaze lagige sbiv ihrd - g 99y olgy T {(ITYY) e e damo codlillax -

L8 10 POl puaste danyi . VAN a\dus ) g 2y LOYAY) cp o bl -

U5 (595050 Sgaoto da i daasy 19y® 239 d) NSt LV FA) oy eyl slyd -
(ol s g den s o8

g 10IR0 i) Sgmme daz 3 .y Simd gy yas - (WTV0) e eyl s -

(238 7238) sl 0y (FFT) g0me ol Soxio o2 (2lbae dmgal 53208 -
LS Lo g e (s raiey

by dgame oy Byl SIS Qb s (S8 Gl (OYYY) (S cyind -
SSLICPRRNERRSS:

il cosipl musldllgy] do s MW zgpe (Bg) o o (o crmudlinl g dgmme -
ool 4ol (lasbl) it S5 ( Sumpb s cole

o cdogd o i gSas (BN el (VALY s o e qusdlel ¢ (0 gmuue -

FRRPUAIC (B C NP SUUAT WERES B0 22 DSIRRE IO DO KUV PRWRT
ol olezyte 5 olilge 83t 1ol cgito Ade Aoz Y

ey yan Aoy O yrall N Byial) (o g SNBSS L (WYY ¢ yaseinel cilie -
.b.ﬁ})‘ oy :Ol)-?é; c..ULQ%DL»i’

Syl 50 uilels g3ad8 33 (33wl g Sumnyd L(WWAY) oy doxe ¢ U -

Reference
- Anonymous. (1993). Ta ligat bar Hudud al-’Alam min al-Mashriq ila al-Maghrib
[Commentary on the Hudud al-’Alam]. Translated by M. H. Shahpouhand. Tehran: Al-

zahra University. (In Persian).



BRAN NCERCHES PPN

- Austin, D. & Alcock, L., (1990). From The Baltic To The Black Sea: Studies in
Medieval Archaeology. Published by the Academic Division of Unwin Hyman Ltd: Bos-
ton, Sydney, Wellington.

- Barthold, V. V., (1973). Turkestan-nameh: Turkestan Down to the Mongol Invasion
(Vol. 1). Translated by K. Keshavarz. Tehran: Iranian Culture Foundation. (In Persian).

- Bojsen, 1., (1964). Iran and Denmark Relations from the Beginning to the Present.
Translated by F. Vahman. Copenhagen: n.p. (In Persian).

- Dunlop, D. M., (2003). The History of the Jewish Khazars from Emergence to Fall.
Translated by M. Khadem. Tehran: Qoqnoos. (In Persian).

- Frye, R. N., (1969). Bukhara: The Medieval Achievement. Translated by M. Mah-
moudi. Tehran: Bongah-e Tarjomeh va Nashr-e Ketab. (In Persian).

- Frye, R. N. (1996). The Golden Age of Persia. Translated by M. Rajabnia. Tehran:
Soroush. (In Persian).

- Gabriel, J., (1999). Among the North Tribe: The Remarkable Account of Ibn Fad-
lan. Aramco world, No place.

- Gardizi, A., (1984). Zayn al-Akhbar (Tarikh-e Gardizi). Edited by A. Habibi. Teh-
ran: Donyaye Ketab. (In Persian).

- Gooch, M. L., (2012). “Money and Power in the Viking Kingdom of York, c.895
954”. Durham theses. http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/3495/ (Accessed August 25. 2021).

- Grossman, H. E. & Walker, A., (2013). Mechanisms of Exchange: Transmission in
Medieval Art and Architecture of the Mediterranean, ca. 1000-1500, ~Samanid Silver &
Trade Along The For Route”. Melani Michailids, Leiden, Boston: Brill.

- Gustin, L., (2011). Coin Stock and Circulation in Birka. Silver Economies, 11: 227-
244,

- Heidemann, S., (2010). Calligraphy on Islamic Coins, In: Jurgen Wasim Frembgen
(ed.), The Aura of Alif, The Art of Writing in Islam, Munich et al., Prestel: 161-171.

- Holscher, D. F., (2018). Analec Ta Archaeologica Ressoviensia, Vol 13. Edited by
Iwona Florkiewicz and Marcin Woloszyn. “From Prosperity to Oblivion: The Slavic
Settlement at Gaarz in OstHolstein”. Typesetting and Printing Oficyna Wydawnicza
Zimowit.

- Horsnaes, H. W., Mércher, M. & Vennersdorf, M., (2013). A Stepping Stone in The
Baltiv Sea. Two Millennia Of Coin Finds and Coin Use- A Case Study of Vester Herred
Bornholm. The Journal of Archaeological Numismatics, 3: 1-65.

- Ibn al-Fagqih, A., (1970). Mukhtasar al-Buldan [The Abridged Book of Countries].
Translated by H. Masoud. Tehran: Iranian Culture Foundation. (In Persian).

- Ibn Fadlan, A., (1966). Safarnama-ye 1bn Fadlan [The Travelogue of Ibn Fadlan].
Translated by A. Tabatabaei. Tehran: Iranian Culture Foundation. (In Persian).

- Ibn Hawgqal al-Nasibi, A., (1966). Surat al-Ard [The Configuration of the Earth].
Translated by J. Shoar. Tehran: Iranian Culture Foundation. (In Persian).

- Ibn Khordadbeh, O., (1992). A/-Masalik wa al-Mamalik [The Book of Roads and



M,\i@mom\eguml YyY |

Kingdoms]. Translated by S. Khakrand. Tehran: Miras-e¢ Melal. (In Persian).

- Ibn Rustah, A., (1986). Al-A’lag al-Nafisa [The Precious Records]. Translated by
H. Qarahchanlou. Tehran: Amirkabir. (In Persian).

- Istakhri, A., (1968). Masalik wa Mamalik [Routes and Realms]. Edited by 1. Af-
shar. Tehran: Bongah-e Tarjomeh va Nashr-e¢ Ketab. (In Persian).

- Jalolzoda K.Ya., (2018). Topography of Finds of Samanid Coins in Tajikistan. Bu!/-
letion Of IICAS, 28: 5-22.

- Jamalzadeh, M. A., (1993). History of Russo-Iranian Relations. Tehran: Mahmud
Afshar Foundation. (In Persian).

- Johan, C., (1980). Numismatics and archaeology: some problems of the Viking
period. Journal of Swedish Antiquarian Research, Fornvdnnen, 75: s. 203-212.

- Jonsson, E., (2018). Metal Analyses of Viling-Age Coins. Numismaticka Forsk-
ningsgruooen, Stockholm Numismatic Institute: 1-32

- Jonsson, K. & Malmer, B., Sigtuna Papers, (1989). Sigtuna Papers: Proceedings
of the Sigtuna Symposium on Viking-Age Coinage. Publisher: Kungl. Vitterhets Histo-
rie och Antikvitets Akademien. Original from the University of Virginia. https://books.
google.com/books?1d=0FQaAAAAYAAJ&dq=cointsamanid&focus=searchwithinvo-
lume&q=coin+samanid. (Accessed May 18.2020)

- Kilger, Ch., (No date). Means of Exchange Dealing with Silver in the Viking Age.
Kaupang from Afar: 7 Aspects of the Interpretation of Dirham Finds in Northern and
Eastern Europe between the Late 8" and Early 10" Centuries, Kaupang From Afar: Part
11: 199-252.

- Kovalve, R. K., (2002). Dirham Mint Output of Samanid Samarqand and its Con-
nection to the Beginnings of Trade with Northern Europe (10" century). Histoire &
Mesure, XVII- %: 1-20.

- Lancaster, A. J. W., (1999). Carnforth Viking Treasure. Contrebis, XXIV: 12-13.

- Le Strange, G., (1994). The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate. Translated by M. Er-
fan. Tehran: Elmi va Farhangi. (In Persian).

- Leimus, I., (2017). Coin deposit from the mid-12" century in Saanika. western
Estonia. and other artefacts discovered near the find spot. Archaeological Fieldwork in
Estonia: 61-68, Eesti Ajaloomuuseum (Estonian History Museum).

- Liwick, N., (No date). The Kufic Coins From Cuerdale. No place.

- Malarczyk, D., (No date). International Numismatic Congress.: Poland The Ear-
ly-Medieval Silver Hoard from Degbicz. Greater Poland: The National Museum in Kra-
kow. Abstracts of paper and posters: No. 257.

- Maqdisi, A., (1982). Ahsan al-Taqasim fi Ma rifat al-Aqalim [The Best Divisions
for Knowledge of the Regions] (Vol. 2). Translated by je. Leiden: Brill.

- Mas’udi, A., (n.d.). Muruj al-Dhahab [The Meadows of Gold]. Translated by A.
Payandeh. Tehran: Elmi va Farhangi & Isfahan Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Center.

(In Persian).



| YyY | (BEE pIo g 558

- Mitchiner, M., (1987). East and West: Evidence for Viking-Islamic Trade Provid-
ed by Samanid Silver Coinage. 37 (1: 4): 139-150. Published By: Istituto Italiano per
I'Africa e I'Oriente (ISIAO). https://www.jstor.org/stable/29756814 (Accessed August
12. 2021).

- Naji, M. R,, (2013). Islamic Culture and Civilization in the Samanid Domain. Teh-
ran: Amirkabir. (In Persian).

- Paszkiewicz, B., (2020). Pre-Teutonic Gdansk And Coin Finds. Numismatics Be-
tween History And Archeology: 1-63

- Perrie, M., (2006). The Cambridge History Of Russia, Volumes in the series Vol-
ume I[: From Early Rus’ to 1689, Edited by Maureen. Cambridge University Press.

- Profantova, N. & Novak, V., (2005). Numismaticky sbornik: Centrum medievis-
tickych studii Univerzity Karlovy a Akademie véd Ceské republiky, v Praze ve spo-
lupréaci s Ceskou numismatickou spole¢nosti, Umajjovska Medena Mince Z Celakov-
ic (Okr. Praha-Vychod). Prispévek k naleziim rane stredovékych islamskych minci v
Cechdch. Praha: 21-28.

- Richardson, A. B., (1981). Hoard Of Anglo-Saxon And Oriental Coin. Proceedings
Of The Society May, 11: 225-240.

- Skre, D., (2007). Means of Exchange Dealing with Silver in the Viking Age, Kaupang
Excavation Project Publication Series, Volume 2. Norske Oldfunn XXIII, Aarhus Uni-
versity Press & the Kaupang Excavation Project, University of Oslo, Published as part
of the series Norske Oldfunn, Museum of Cultural History, University of Oslo.

- Torabi Tabatabaei, S. J. & Vasiq, M., (1993). Islamic Coins of Iran. Tehran: n.p.
(In Persian).

- Urbanczyk, P., (2016). The Past Societies 5. 500AD- 10004D, Polish Lands From
The First Evidence of Human Presence to The Early Middle Ages. Published by the
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences.

- Vardanyan, A., (n.d.). Islamic Coin Hoards and the Trade Routes: How Dirham
Reached the North. Yerevan: Institute of Oriental Studies. Available at: https://www.
academia.edu/1722281/ (Accessed May 25, 2020).

- William Merkel, S., (2016). Silver and the Silver Economy at Hedeby (RITAK 2).
Rahden/Westf.: Verlag Marie Leidorf.

- Wolfe, P. & Zolitor, J., (2002). The Khazars. Canadian Jewish Outlook, Septem-
ber/October. Available at: https://www.csjo.org/resources/essays/the-khazars-by-peter-
wolfe-and-jeffzolitor (Accessed June 20, 2022).

- URL 1: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Collection Search Record: 457483.
Available  at:  https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/457483?search-
Field=All&sortBy=Relevance&when=A.D.+5001000& where=Asia&ft=* & off-
set=640&rpp=80&pos=651 (Accessed August 10, 2020).

- URL 2: The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Collection Search Record: 457322.

Available  at:  https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/457322?search-



M)\iwmc\ha\ga\d\hel YY¥ |

Field=All&sortBy=Relevance&when=A.D.+5001000&where=Asia& ft=*&off-
set=640&rpp=80&pos=720 (Accessed August 25, 2020).

- URL 3: Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS). Record ID: 15043. Available at: https://
finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/15043 (Accessed May 11,2020).

- Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences. Available at:
www.iaepan.edu.pl (Accessed May 23, 2020).

- Google Books [Samanid Coin Reference 1]. Available at: https://books.google.
com/books?id=1msV2FA3mIC (Accessed November 05, 2020).

- Google Books [Samanid Coin Reference 2]. Available at: https://books.google.
com/books?id=U-yqmgEACAAJ (Accessed July 14, 2020).



