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Abstract

During the second season of excavations at the Joubji archaeological
site in Ramhormoz, three clay coffins from the Elamite period were
uncovered. This report details all stages of the lightening or removal
process of the central coffin, which was filled with soil covering the
skeletons inside. The process included fungal decontamination,
complete disinfection of the skeletons with necessary chemical
agents, consolidation and stabilization of the skeletons, and
reinforcement and stabilization of the coffin itself in its current
state. The coffin was ultimately extracted from the site using the
block-lifting method and transferred to the Ramhormoz Cultural
Heritage Office. The rescue conservation of this unique and highly
valuable coffin highlights a distinctive burial practice. Without
proper attention and completion of specialized final conservation
and restoration efforts, the deterioration process would have rapidly
commenced. This article addresses the degradation and deterioration
processes of the bones within the coffin and the methods employed
for their protection.
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