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Abstract

Archaeological excavations at historical sites are conducted to
enhance our understanding of the past, shedding light on the lives of
ancient communities across various regions and periods. South
Khorasan, and eastern Iran in general, have been relatively
understudied in terms of archaeology, making them among the
lesser-known regions of Iran. Recent surveys and excavations in this
area have provided highly valuable data for the archaeological Knowledge and
community. This study focuses on the conservation of movable and Consetvation Restoration
immovable cultural artifacts during archaeological excavations at the

historical site of Kahnek, located in Sarbisheh, South Khorasan Special Issue. No.1
Province. Four seasons of archaeological excavations were September 2019
conducted at this site from 2013 to 2016, revealing evidence and Pages 9-23

cultural materials dating back to the early Islamic centuries through
the Safavid period. The site contains two types of artifacts: movable ' o
objects, which must be handled separately from architectural | httpsi//journal.richtir/ker
remains, and architectural features and associated decorations, which
must remain in situ and undergo conservation at the site. Activities
such as structural reinforcement, preservation of in-situ remains, and Mohammad Farjami
site cleaning have been carried out. These measures aim to
implement preventive conservation and mitigate any activities that
could damage the site or diminish its historical and cultural
significance. This research introduces the historical site and its
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cultural findings, offering recommendations for preventive

conservation during excavations. The research methodology includes library studies, field and
regional surveys, analysis of excavation data, and proposals for the temporary conservation of
movable and immovable cultural artifacts.

Keywords: Preventive conservation, Movable and immovable artifacts, Archaeological
excavation, South Khorasan, Kahnek Sarbisheh.
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Figure 1. Location of the study area in the map of South
Khorasan Province and Sarbisheh County
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Figure 2. General view of the site in relation to the Chang kalleh and Kalle kuh mountain ranges
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——— Figure 3: Location of the Kahnek site in relation to
the village
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Figure 5: Sketch map of the Kahnek site and its
surrounding features
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Figure 6: Condition of the trench before excavation Figure 4. Location of the site in relation to its
surroundings in the satellite image
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Figure 7. Topography of the Kahnek site
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Figure 8. Plan of the late settlement period at the site
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Figure 10. General plan of Trench 3 from the third season of
archaeological excavations at the Kahnek site, Sarbisheh
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Figure 9. Position of architectural structures at the
trench surface / Northeast view after excavation
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Figure 11: Commencement of the third archaeological excavation
season at Kahnek site
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Figure 12. Pottery sherds/fragments at the excavation
site
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Figure 14. Hearth
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Figure 15. Section of the discovered wooden bean: and its
reinforcement
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Figure 19. Diagram of pottery, glass, and mortar fragments
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Figure 20. Glaged ceramic vessel

Figure 21. Mudbrick fragment
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Figute 17. Metal objects/artifacts
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Figure 18. Metal arrowhead
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Figure 22. Design/Illustration of cultural movable artifacts from the studied historical site
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Figure 24. Temporary conservation of the trench post- Figure 23. Grid system established on the site post-
excavation excavation for plan mapping
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Figure 25. Backfilling of the trench after excavation
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Charts: Movable cultural findings from the third season of archacological excavations at Konak site
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Chart 2. Percentage of pottery frequency Chart 1. Cultural data
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Chart 4. Technique for making pottery pieces Chart 3. Clay pot
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Chart 7. Frequency of pottery
decoration
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Chart 6. Temper of pottery pieces
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Chart 5. Pottery firing
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Chart 9. Pottery slip
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Chart 8. Pottery decorations
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