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Semantic Restoration and Epigraphic Reconstruction of the Great Salawat Inscription in the Haftshuiyeh Jameh

Mosque |112

program of the Haftshuiyeh Jameh Mosque represents
a collective cultural expression that reflects the religious
convictions of a local rural community rather than an
imperial commission.

Viewed within this framework, the Haftshuiyeh inscrip-
tion illustrates a transitional stage in the diffusion of Shi'‘i
religious culture, demonstrating how theological texts
first gained communal acceptance before their broader
institutional adoption by political authorities.

Methodology

The research integrates historical-textual analysis, field
documentation, and comparative geometric reconstruc-
tion. High-resolution digital documentation of both the
Haftshuiyeh Jameh Mosque and the Mausoleum of Pir
Bakran provided the basis for detailed comparison of
their epigraphic layouts and surviving calligraphic fea-
tures.

Textual analysis identified the inscription as a version of
the Great Salawat preserved in “Muhaj al-Da'awat wa
Manhaj al-'Ibadat” by Sayyid Ibn Tawus (d. 1266). Both
inscriptions employ a distinctive recension that invokes
the Prophet Muhammad, the Twelve Imams, and, nota-
bly, Lady Fatimah al-Zahra and Lady Khadijah al-Kubra.
The inclusion of these two revered women constitutes an
important indicator of the inscription's Shi'i theological
orientation and distinguishes it from contemporary Sun-
ni epigraphic traditions.

Comparative Calligraphic Analysis

Formal comparison reveals extensive similarities in tech-
nique, geometry, and calligraphic conventions. Both in-
scriptions were executed in finely carved flat stucco us-
ing Bannai (Square Kufic) script and display consistent
stylistic characteristics, including simplified forms of
“Sad” (), “bowl-less Lam”(J), elongated “Fa”’(s) and
“Qaf”(3), hollow forms of medial and final “"Ayn”(g)
and “Ghayn”(¢), and the characteristic reversed terminal
“Ya™”(g).

Despite these shared conventions, their compositional
systems differ substantially. The Pir Bakran inscription
follows a clockwise spiral within an approximately 50 X
50 grid, whereas the Haftshuiyeh inscription is arranged
in an anti-clockwise spiral inside a narrow vertical pan-
el measuring approximately 124 cm by 350 cm. This re-
versed orientation considerably increases the complexity
of the geometric design because the terminal strokes of
the letters must align precisely with the underlying grid.
Analysis also revealed several inconsistencies in the sur-
viving Haftshuiyeh inscription, including the addition
of diacritical dots in the word “Sadiq” and irregular grid
dimensions varying between seventeen and twenty-one
units per row. These inconsistencies strongly suggest lat-
er restoration campaigns undertaken without full knowl-

edge of the mathematical principles governing Bannai
script.

Digital Reconstruction

The reconstruction began with the creation of a geomet-
ric grid corresponding to the physical dimensions of the
surviving panel. The design adhered to the fundamen-
tal principle of Bannai script: the balanced 1:1 relation-
ship between positive (letter) and negative (background)
space.

The surviving original fragments were fixed within their
documented locations, after which the missing sections
were reconstructed by adapting the Pir Bakran inscrip-
tion and the corresponding text from “Muhaj al-Da'awat”
to the anti-clockwise spiral required by the Haftshuiyeh
composition.

This reconstruction reveals an intentional semantic strat-
egy. By reversing the direction of the spiral within the
vertical panel, the names of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra and
Lady Khadijah al-Kubra occupy the highest point be-
neath the architectural arch. Their placement reflects the
widespread spatial metaphor that associates elevation
with honor and spiritual distinction, thereby emphasizing
the symbolic status of these revered female figures within
the Shi'‘i tradition.

Conclusion

The reconstructed inscription provides new evidence
for the dissemination of Shi‘i devotional literature in the
eastern district of Isfahan during the Ilkhanid period. It
further demonstrates that the text of “Muhaj al-Da'awat”
was incorporated into architectural decoration shortly
after its compilation, indicating the rapid circulation of
theological literature among local scholarly and religious
communities.

Beyond recovering a damaged inscription, this study re-
constructs the geometric logic, textual content, and sym-
bolic meaning of an important monument. The resulting
digital model offers a reliable foundation for future con-
servation and restoration while contributing to a deeper
understanding of the relationship between architecture,
calligraphy, and religious identity in medieval Iran.

Keywords:

Square Kufic calligraphy, Bannai script, Pir Bakran, Haft-
shuiyeh Mosque, Ilkhanid architecture, Epigraphic re-
construction, Salawat
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Introduction

Architectural restoration extends
beyond the preservation of phys-
ical fabric; it also requires recov-
ering the meanings embedded
within historical monuments. In
Islamic architecture, meaning is
conveyed through geometry, ot-
namentation, and epigraphic pro-
grams that collectively express re-
ligious beliefs and cultural identity.
Consequently, restoring damaged
monuments without reconstruct-
ing their semantic content results
in only partial conservation.

One of the most significant yet en-
dangered Ilkhanid monuments in
Istahan is the Haftshuiyeh Jameh
Mosque. The collapse of its dome
and vaults has exposed its richly
decorated stucco mihrab and epi-
graphic panels to severe structural
deterioration and environmental
erosion. Among the most heavily
damaged elements is the vertical
Bannai (Square Kufic) inscription
located to the right of the miht-
ab. While the corresponding left
panel has disappeared entirely, the
surviving panel preserves only
scattered fragments of its original
text.

This inscription represents more
than an ornamental feature; it con-
stitutes an important historical re-
cord of the religious and cultural
environment of fourteenth-cen-
tury Isfahan. Its remarkable tex-

tual and stylistic similarities to
the well-preserved Great Salawat
inscription in the Mausoleum
of Pir Bakran suggest that both
works were designed according
to the same calligraphic tradition,
and possibly by the same master
calligrapher. Building upon this
hypothesis, the present study em-
ploys the Pir Bakran inscription
as a comparative model to recon-
struct the lost geometry and text
of the Haftshuiyeh inscription.

Theoretical Framework

This study adopts an anthropo-
logical perspective that regards
architectural inscriptions as active
agents in the production of social
and religious meaning rather than
as decorative elements. Religious
texts incorporated into architec-
ture mediate collective memory,
shape communal identity, and
reinforce shared belief systems
through sacred space.

Islamic inscriptions may be un-
derstood within three sociocultur-
al contexts: personal, collective,
and official. Personal inscriptions,
such as funerary epitaphs, express
individual religious identity. Of-
ficial inscriptions, exemplified by
the Ilkhanid mihrab of the Isfah-
an Jameh Mosque, were commis-
sioned by political authorities and
functioned to legitimize state ide-

ology. In contrast, the epigraphic
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