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18th of APRIL
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR MONUMENTS AND SITES
CELEBRATE THE 18th OF APRIL 1 THE WORLD HERITAGE DAY 20th
CENTURY HERITAGE

The International Day for Monuments and Sites was created on 18 April 1982 by
ICOMOS and approved by the UNESCO General conference. For two years now, we
ve been reviving this day by choosing one theme shared by all the National
Committees, The topic proposed in 2001 was: Save our Historic Villages. This years
theme is 20th Century Heritage. It is directly linked to the important work of research
and reflection lead by ICOMOS on recent heritage (see Dinu Bumbarus articte).

We call on ICOMOS members and professionals acting in the presentation field to
make this day a global success , Recent heritiage, particularly that associated with the
classical modern styles, is an important part of our common heritage , as it expresses
major architectural and social developments.

20th century heritage sometimes suffrs of a lack of recognition and protection epecialy
when compared to “older” or more traditional heritage. in addition, sophisticaled
designs and often experimental technology give it additional vulnerabillty. Simple
changes to meet more current needs, can alter the subtle architectural qualities of the
buildings. Furthermore, the large quantity of such buldings or urban complexes creates

a problem for establishing protection and concervation priorities.

ICOMOS encourages national and International Committees and members to organise
activities for the discovering of 20th C buildings, gardens, works of art or design,
structures, cities or sites, and their 19th C precursors. The secretariat sent to all

national committees a call for participation suggested activites to be conducted.
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Fig. 1: Representation of a prehistoric building,
reproduced from a pattern on a terra cotta vesscl on
the first floor of Shush. Bastanshenasi-e Iran-e
Bastan, Plate 35, fig. 20, p. 75.

In ancient times, besides raw bricks, such others
materials as trees branches and leaves, dry wood,
timber, plant stems, reeds, pebbles, sand, earth and
a variety of lime mortars and colored minerals
were also used in the construction and decoration
of buildings. (Fig. 1)

In some buildings, a combination of some or all of
the above-mentioned materials was used, while
others included only one or a few of them. It
appears that whenever a new building style
emerged, it was soon reproduced on pottery items.

(Fig. 2)

Chosen logo

Historic buildings and sites, the desire to discover
their origins, the wish to understand the life within
them and perceive the secret of their longevity, and
finally the desire-of assuring the permanence of
their original historic features, are all reflected in
the logo adopted. In search of a solid pattern
reflecting the familiar compositions of Iranian art,
the most appropriate pattern was eventually found
in books dealing with Iranian archaeology. The
pattern reproduced in Plate 123B was adopted in
view of its expressive, stylized, coherent
appearance (Fig. 3).

The pattern adopted appears on a terra cotta vessel
consisting of ten distinct parts: bottom, body, neck,

Y¥ oYY/ I

Fig. 2: Represcntation of a prchistoric building,
reproduced from a pattern on a terra cotta vessel on
the third floor of Sialk. Bastanshenasi-e Iran-e
Bastan, Plate 42, fig. 38, p. 132.

rim, spout and five handles. The pattern adorning
this vessel appears only on its body, below the
level of the spout and its opposite handle, and
consists of two symmetrical designs. Each of these
represents a pair of columns flanking an arch.

Each column is made of two parts: a base and a
spandrel in its prolongation. Each base consists of

Fig. 3: Representation on a terra colta vessel of two
adjoining arches resting on stable columns, founa
in Lorestan togerther with bronze artifacts.
Bastanshenasi-e Iran-¢ Bastan, Plate 123, fig. B.
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[Fig. 4: ICOMOS lranian Cultural Institution logo

four vertical lines aligned with the arch, so that
they are closer to each other in the lower part of
the column, and farther apart in the upper area,
which rises half as much as the arch and ends in a
slanting line perpendicular to it. The arches are
symmetrical in both patterns. Thus, in both cases,
two triangular columns appear adjoining at the
intersection of the two curves, while the two
central columns give a clear impression of
stability.

The interconnection and convenient composition
of the line segments of this pattern, the columns’
resting against each other, and the junction of the
arches at the peak of the curves resting on the
columns, which rise the whole height of the
columns and reach their opposite columns after
intersecting their counterparts, all constitutc a

Far

Fig. 5: ICOMOS International logos.

solid, congruous composition of line segments and
elements well representative of two percnnial
neighboring architectures. Each of the arches
includes a religious-spiritual symbol appcaring as
two interpenetrated four-petaled stars.

The hidden signification of this pattern and its
harmonious design well suited to the ICOMOS
logo led to its adoption as the Iranian National
Historic Monuments and Sites Society’s cmblem.
This logo was officially registered following the
ratification of the ICOMOS Iranian Cultural
Institution’s statutes and the ratification of the logo
by the founding members.

Mohammad Mehryar
Autumn 2002
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Logo Design
ICOMOS Iranian National Committee

Affiliated to the International Council of Historic Monuments and Sites (UNESCO)

Foreword

The lush, paradisiac gardens and other superb
creations brought into being from water, earth,
wind, light and thought by the artists of this land
are time-honored relics which the world at large
has ever praised.

These cultural achievements are thrcatened by
damages beyond mere erosion, including neglect.
The lack of cultural documents relative to valuable
artistic historic relics and the absence of cultural
perspectives in the large-scale planning of the
development axes of advanced commerce are
seriously threatening the cultural urban areas,
bazaars, monuments and historic sites of our
ancient cities with total annihilation before their
artistic and historic values can be documented for
the benefit of future generations.

For many years now, those interested in the
cultural heritage of this land had realized the
necessity of creating a committee affiliated to
ICOMOS for the preservation of its historic
monuments and ancient sites, so that more
appropriate steps could be taken towards the
identification and preservation of these gems of
indigenous Iranian architecture.

The publication of the notice concerning the
establishment of the ICOMOS Iranian National
Committee in the official newspaper of 2/8/1380
AS indicates that the legal steps towards the
creation of this committee have been completed
and that the beginning of its activities will soon be
publicly announced.

The logo of ICOMOS, Paris, represents a winged
horse against a background of the earth within an
elliptical frame. Since Iranian architecture, with all

Yf Yy Jl

its universal renown and artistic and technical
magnificence, contains no winged horse pattern,
the founding group of the ICOMOS Iranian
National Committee put the design of its cmblem
on its agenda. The present text endcavors to
introduce the logo adopted for this purposc.
elaborating on its antecedents and meanings.

Antecedents of the logo

The appearance of terra cotta and the spread of its
use in everyday lifc among our remotc ancestors
reminded prehistoric artists of the smooth surfaces
of their caves and they soon began adorning their
wares with various patterns, which thus faithfully
reflected the lives of prehistoric people for us to
contemplate after several millennia.

Among the variety of prehistoric patterns, some are
so masterfully designed as to be recognizable at
first glance: chicken in a row, fish, waves, five-
petaled flowers, human figures, rabbits, bulls,
rams, camels, snakes, plants, trees... Other patterns
involve geometric shapes drawn with thin or thick
lines and covered with cross-hatching. Yet other
patterns combine individual geometric shapes:
circles, triangles, squares, lozenges, etc.

The purpose of the present article is not to delve
into the exquisitc minutiac of the eternal
masterpieces left behind by prehistoric artists,
because this is a specialized discussion that calls
for a prior examination of the artistic foundations
and the level of artistic development in the periods
considered. Nevertheless, one cannot overlook the
representation of architectural facades and spaces
in the composite patterns adorning the terra cotta
wares produced from the prehistory to the mid-
historic period.
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