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Abstract

Seyedun or Seyedun Ali Naghia tomb is located in Nebadan
district of Abarghu. This clay monument is a tall dome
chamber on the exterior cover of whose dome there are
bricks as well as blue and azure tiles. The interior dado is also
covered by tiles and the underneath surfaces are decorated
with clay Mugqgarnas, inscriptions and slight painting
ornaments. A vast part of the dome cover crumpled probably
in 1330sSH (1950s AD) and was renovated some decades
later. This building is a mosque attributed to 9" century (AH)
called masjid-hosseiniyeh or hosseiniyeh of Nebadan. A
small part of it which is part of the attached installations has
just remained. It has had an altar whose direction confirmed
to the skew Qibla of the congregational mosque and masjid-
hosseiniyeh of Abarghu. No dated inscription or including
the founder name one can be found there. Seyedun Ali
Naghia has been briefly inspected in the previous references
and is attributed to 8" century (AH) based on Donald Wilber
and Godard’s dating while it has been attributed to 6"-
8™ centuries (AH) in the national registration file. In this
research we try to date the tomb through investigating related
documents, its structure and also the comparative inspection
conducted during the preparation period of the renovation
plan. In addition, we look for the answer to the question
whether it was constructed in one single era and when it was
built. Its initial function is another issue to be investigated.
The dado tiles order, the way of drawing and embellishing
Kufic handwriting of the inscriptions and the way of creating
squinches in this monument to a great extent resemble 8
century monuments of Yazd and Isfahan. Moreover, the
content of the verses written on the inscriptions which alludes
to the burial use of them, in addition to above-mentioned
traits, arouse the strong possibility of this monument being
built as a tomb and for burial purposes. Both the structure
and the ornaments are very similar to the damaged tomb of
Hasan Ebn-Keikhosro (with an inscription dated 707-718
AH). Since the construction date of that tomb is known, it
is likely that Seyedun Ali Naghia was also built in the first
quarter of 8" century; the era during which king Mobarez
Al-Din could overcome Yazd and Meibod that led to the
reign of Mozaffarian dynasty to start. In addition, based
on its similarities to 8th century monuments like Seyedun
Golsorkhi and Hasan Ebn-Keikhosro domes and through
investigating Jame’ Al-kheirat endowment in which Nebadan

Picture: The interior view of Seyedun Ali Naghia dome in
Abarghu. Transforming square to circle step.

desert of Abarghu has been mentioned, we conceive that the
mentioned buildings were all made in one single era with
the fund of a famous figure who might belong to Seyed
Rokn Al-Din family. Through investigating the structure of
Seyedun Ali Naghia no trace of two different eras was found
which leads us to the strong possibility that all of them were
constructed in one single era. The content of the inscriptions
read in this research for the first time, are Quran-related. We
can foresee that more evidences particularly of the original
forms of dome covers ornaments would be obtained through
future renovations which might in turn reveal other aspects
of the monument history.

Keywords: Seyedun Ali Naghia, Dome, Abarghu, Tile work,
Decorative Kufic, Ale, Mozaffar era.
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(Endnotes)
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