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Re-identification of Vaqfabad Qanat in Yazd
An Urban Landscape in eighth and Fourteenth Centuries Hegira

Ali-Asghar Semsar Yazdi

Senior Advisor to the International Centree on Qanats and Historic Hydraulic Structures,

Secretary to Water Think Tank of Yazd Province

Ameneh Karimian
M.A. in Architecture (Reconstruction after the Incident)

Abstract:

The 700- year old Vaqfabad qanat supplied a part of the
drinking water and irrigation of greenery of Yazd through
its traditional mechanism till the early years of the recent
century. Changes in climate, urban infrastructure including
urban water supply system as well as other changes reduced
the role of this ganat in the people’s life and urban space.
Lack of sufficient documents about the precise direction of
this gqanat and its related hydraulic structures and the urgent
need for documentation of its tangible and intangible aspects
as well as documentation of this oral knowledge especially
when this qanat is at its ending years ended in carrying out the
present research. This paper tries to provide a brief history
of Vaqfabad ganat and the direction which passed through
the city of Yazd in two historical periods, i.c., 8" and 14
centuries Hegira. In doing so, first of all, historical books and
texts about Vaqfabad ganat and other related structures in
Yazd were investigated. Later, to have a better understanding
of the spatial structure of city of Yazd in the 8" century,
researches on city wall and its neighbourhoods in the said
century were examined. With regard to the generated data, a
two-dimensional image and then a three-dimensional one of
the city in the 8" century H. were produced through which
the direction of the ganat re-identified. In the second part,
texts and documents related to the same qanat in the present
century Hegira were also studied. Later, deeds of endowment
(VAQF), documents and writings about the direction of qanat
and its hydraulic structures within the recent century as well
as field investigations for finding the precise direction of the
qanat led in positioning the direction and situation of other
relevant structures. During the field investigations, number
of interviews have been done with knowledgeable persons
and elders of different neighbourhoods of Yazd. Next, these
interviews were compared with the existing documents
and reports. We tried to identify the main direction of the
qanat and overlap it on the two-dimensional map of the city.
This article provides not only the most precise direction

Main Runnel of Taft Qanat in Yazd

of Vagfabad qanat in city of Yazd and its related hydraulic
structures and overlapping it on the present map of the city,
but also a hypothetical image of Yazd in the 8" century H.
was generated based on situation of its historical structures
including fortification and other places. Afterwards, the
direction of ganat in the said century was overlapped on
the hypothetical map the city of the same time. Considering
the fact that no documented research about the simulation
modelling of Yazd in the 8" century has been done, this
research has been carried out through similar researches
for other cities of Iran and/or abroad as well as documents
concerning the spatial structure of Yazd.

Keywords: Qanat, Vagfabad, Yazd, re-identification, Seyyed
Rokneddin.
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