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Kikhi Kiartak, an Unknown Building at Mahabad-Sardasht Road

Northwest of Iran

Salah Salimi

M.A. in Archaeology, University of Tehran

Salah al-Din Ebrahimipour

M.A. in Archaeology, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan

Abstract:

There are a number of remarkable monuments left for us from
the Safavid period. Some of them have not yet been studied
and failed to attract archaeologists such as Kukht Kirtak.
This paper aims to introduce the monument known as Kikht
Kurtak. The method of investigation is firstly to document
all spaces of the building through photography and drawing
its plan. Then, to provide a better introduction, English
Alphabet (A, B, C, D) has been used. Finally, it has been
compared with other caravanserais situated in mountainous
regions of northwest of Iran. The comparison reveals that its
plan, dimensions and situations of spaces are quite different
from the other caravanserais situated in mountainous regions
of northwest of Iran. The general structure, particularities
of spaces and its situation classify this construction as
a mountainous caravanserai that has a one-portico plan.
Another method was to refer to classical texts such as
travelogues. Although Kiikh1 Kiirtak was located at the road
network, but none of the travelers mentioned anything about
it. Undoubtedly, introduction of this building will contribute
to our information about the constructions of the Islamic
period. Kiikht Kirtak is a rectangular structure which is 210
m?in area. Its length is 21 m and its width 10 m. Direction
of the structure is northwestern-southeastern. It comprises of
four divided spaces. As it has been established in a mountain
which is very difficult to reach and as it has closed spaces,
it has been classified as a mountainous caravanserai. From
the other side, regarding its area, it seems to be an on-
road abode. The remaining caravanserais which are in the
northwest of Iran are dissimilar from Kiikht Kiirtak in terms
of architectural plan. The nearest caravanserai to Kikht
Kurtak is Saghez-Baneh caravanserai which the structure
of its spaces is very varying from Kikh1 Kiartak. In order
to be more unaffected by mountainous climate stones and
stucco have used as materials. Kakht Kiirtak caravanserai
has been located at the road network that connected Iraq and
Syria to the northwest of Iran. As there were a number of
ancient bridges in Sardasht as well as this caravanserai in

Northern Sideof KﬁT Kﬁrt Monent

Kurtak Gorge, one can find an important connecting road in
the region that reached to the Silk Road at the southern part
of the Uromia Lake. It is very difficult to date this structure;
hence, first of all, man should pay attention to the fact that
this region has been very significant in two time periods:
1) The Ilkhanid period in which Baneh was a neighbor to
Sardasht and based on a report there was a mint in Banch.
2) The Safavid period in which there was a powerful local
ruler over there that has left many things for us. Considering
the fact that there were a series of developing activities at
the time of Bodagh al-Sultan in this area, it seems that this
monument dates to the Safavid era. At the end, it should be
said that its current situation is critical and if no conservation
or restoration activity is applied, the ongoing course of
ruination will end in its ever-lasting total destruction.

Keywords: Kiikhi Kirtak, architectural space, connecting
roads, mountainous caravanserais
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