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! Reports of the excavanons are in BMMA, 1934, 1936, 1937, 1938
and 1942, with individual or joint contributions by C. K.
Wilkinson, W. Hauser and ]J.M. Upton. The hndings are
published by C. K. Wilkinson, Nishapur: Pottery of the Early Istamic
Period (New York, 1975). Valuable studies of the city have been
made by R. W. Bulliet, The Patricians of Nishapur (Harvard. 1972}
and “Medieval Nishapur; a Topographic and Demographic
Reconstruction”, Studia Iranica 5/i (1976), pp. 67-89, which
publishes a composite aerial photograph of the site. The present

writer made a brief visit there in May 1976.

For instance. C. Schefer, Sefer nameh: relation du vovage du Nassint
Khosrau +Paris, 1881}, Appendix 11, pp. 277-84: G. Le Strange, The
Lands of the Eastern Caliphate (London, 1905), pp. 382-8; E.
Honigmann. EI' art. “Nishdpar™; L. Lockhart, Persian Cities
(London, 1960}, pp. 80-6 and C. E. Bosworth, The Ghaznavids. 2nd
ed. (Beirur, 1973), esp. pp. 145-62. Most of these are insufficientlv
accurate in points of derail.

* Khatifa Nishapiri, Tdrikh-i Nishipir. ed. B. Karimi (Tehran

-



-~

-

- 2

b

e

o

JOURNAL OF PERSIAN STUDIES

1389/1960), p. 146. This is an abridgement of the lost history of
Nishapur by the tenth-century author al-Hakim. A facsimile of
the manuscripts of Khalifa and the continuators of al-Hakim has
been published by R. N. Frye, The Histories of Nishapur (Harvard,
1965). Reference is made, for simplicity, to KarimT’s edition.

Ibn al-Balkhi, Fars-nama. ed. Le Strange and R. A. Nicholson
(London, 1921), pp. 68, 72. The tradition of the building of the
town may be confused. Musraufi, Nuzhat al-qulizb, ed. Le Strange
(London, 1915}, p. 148, says the walls of Shapur’s foundation were
15,000 paces in circumference. Lockhart, p. 81, suggests the
original city may soon have been destroyed by an earthquake,
which is reasonable but unconfirmed.

For a discussion of the various periods designated by term garn
(li. = *“century”), see F. Rosenthal, A History of Muskm
Historiography, 2nd ed. (Leiden, 1968), pp. 85-6, n. 4.

That the Islamic city grew on the site of the previous Sasaman one
is convincingly demonstrated by Bulliet, 1976, pp. 70~2, contrary
to the opinion of Wilkinson and the proposal of P. M. Sykes, “A
Sixth Journey in Persia”, Geographical Journal 87 (1911), pPp. 153-5.
For the general situation in Khurasan at this period, see M. A.
Shaban, The ‘4bbasid Revolution (Cambridge, 1970).

Ya‘qubi, Tarikh, ed. M. Th. Houtsma (Leiden, 1883), 11, p- 600.
For an examination of the numerous sources of information, see
C. P. Melville, Arabic and Persian Source Material on the Historical
Setsmicity of Iran from the 7th to the 17th century A.D., unpubl. Ph.D.
thesis (Cambridge, 1978), pp. 28-7, 125-9.

Hauser, ‘‘The Irdnian expedition, 1986, BMMA 82 (Oct. 1987),
p- 32; Hauser et alii, ““The Iranian expedition, 1987, in ibid., 38
(Nov. 1938), pp- 5-6. The building referred to is the Sabz-i
Pashin, Wthh is thought to have been ruined in fighting between
the Tahirids and the Saffarids (cf. below).

Sani® al-Daula, Matla® ai-shams, lith. (Tehran, 1301/1884). 111, p.
121.

idem, Muntazam-i Nésiri, lith. {Tehran, 1300/1883), I, p. 97. For
the Ray earthquake, see Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi "I-tarikh, ed.
Tornberg (Leiden 1852-76), V11, p. 82 and Melville, pp. 28~9.

For an analysis of the Arabic sources, see ibid., pp. 185-92; the
distribution of the places named as affected by earthquakes during
the period of the caliphate coincides quite remarkably with the
lines of the main routes leading through Iran to Baghdad.

Gardizi, Kitab Zaim al-akhbdr, ed. M. Nagzim {Berlin, 1928), p. 33,
mentions an earthquake in the Nisa district which killed 5,000
people in Dhu ’'I-Hiija 351/August 943; it is possible that Aba
Dulaf passed through the region at this time, for he notes a
massive landslide in the Samalgan valley which destroyed more
than 30 villages, a coincidence of date and location that cannot be
ignored; see Aba Dulaf Misar b. al-Muhalhil, Travels in Iran, ed.
and tr. V. Minorsky (Cairo, 1955), p- 58, and J. Aubin, “Réseau
pastorale et réseau caravanier”, Le monde Iranien et I’Isiem 1 (Paris,
1971), pp. 118~5, for the correct identification of the region
involved. Ibn Funduq, Tarikh-i Baihag, ed. A. Bahmanyar (Tehran.
1317/1938), p. 52, gives an carthquake in Sabzavar on 1 Safar
444/2 June 1052; and an earthquake in Jumada 11 458/May 1066
at an unspecified location in Khurasan is given by Ibn al-Jaui.
Kitab al-Muntazam(Hyderabad, 1988-41), VIII, p. 241. There is no
indication that Nishapur was affected in these events.

G. N. Curzon, Persia and the Persian Question 1 (London, 1892), p-
262.

Khalifa, pp. 146-7. The correct identity of the poet ‘Azizi is not
certain.

Daulatshah, Tadhkirat al-shu‘ard’,
1901), p. 187.

C. E. Yate, Khurasan and Sistan {Edinburgh, 1900), p- 413; he does
not mention his source, but earlier refers to the “Bostan-i-
Siyaka”, i.e. Zair al-Abidin Shirvini, Bustén ai-siyiha, which also
mentions the poem (lith. Tebran 1310/1892; p. 374). The wording
of the verses is different but the dates are the same as in Khalifa's
version; all Yate’s dates for earthquakes in Nishapur coincide with
those in the poem. Shirvani also gives the poem in his Riyad ai-

ed. E. G. Browne {London,
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syaha, lith. (Tehran 1888/1919), p. 160, with the same dates, but
mentioning in his accompanying text earthquakes in 605, 606 (sic
for 666) and 568 H

Istizari, Haudat al-jannat fi ausif madine Hardt, ed. Kazim Imam
(Tehiran 1858/1959), 1, pp. 248—4, apparently quoting the author
of the ‘4ja’ib al»-nakhlﬂth No reference to the Ghuzz attack has
been found in the work of this name by Zakariya Qazvini. in
whose Athdr al-bildd the date is correctly given as 548 H.

Khalifa also mentions the 555 H. earthquake on pp. 122, 145;
while it is possible that he is making an inaccurate reference to the
1145 event discussed below, it seems likely that his confusion is
more fundamental.

Mustaufi, Tarikh- iguzida ed. Browne (London, 1910), p. 494; the
other version is found in C. Barbier de Meynard, “Descripiion
historique de la ville de Kazvin”, J4, V/10( 1857), p- 294.

‘Abd al-Razziq is not mentioned by Bulliet, 1972, pp. 256-9,
among the chief Qadis of the period; and there is no trace of ‘Ali’s
career as Vizier to the Khwarazmshih, who at this time was AtsIz b.
Muhammad (1127-1156). “Uqaill, Athér al-wuzard’, ed. Jalal al-Din
Husaini (Tehran 1387/1959), pp. 267-72, lists Viziers under the
later Khwarazmshahs Takish (1172-1200) and Muhammad
(1200-20) and “All b. “‘Abd al-Razziq is not among them, which
may be taken as negative evidence that he was indeed Vizier at the
earlier, less well docummented period.

In the conversions given, the Christian year is the one which
forms the Jongest part of the Muslim (lunar) year, in cases where
specific derails are not available. This event is often put in 1208
A.D.

Siby b. al-Jauzi, Mir'at al-zaman, facs. ed. J. M. Jewett (Chicago,
1907), p. 351.

Juvaini, Tarikh-i Jahdn-gushdy 11, ed. Mirza Muhammad Qazvini
{London, 1916}, pp. 72-3.

The reading Banask is not certain. A village called Dina stil] exists
in the Zabar Khin district, in which also stand the shrine and
village of Qadamgah, see Farhang-i dbadiha-vi kishvar (FAK.), Iran
Statistical Centre (Tehran, 1978), V (Ostan-i Khurasan), p. 71.

Qadamgih again comes to our notice below.

W. Barthold, Turkestan doum to the Mongo! invasion (London, 1928},
p- 361

Bulliet, 1972, pp. 124, 170.

Ibid., p. 159, states that the mosque was destroyed: cf. ‘Abbas
Igbal, *“Jami‘-yi Mani-yi Nishipar”, Mikr 8/xi (1315/1936)‘ pp-
1089 ff. We can only guess at the extent of this “‘destructicn” but it
seems reasonable o suppose that it was the same building thas
resisted the earthquake of 605/1209.

Several references have been collected by Nafisi in the footnotes i
his edition of Baihaqi, Farikh-i Baihagi (Tehran 1826/1947) 11, Pp-
897-914, but he makes no attempt to draw any conclusions from
this rather confused mass of material, which is furthermore by no
means complete.

Yaqut. Mu‘jam al-buidan, ed. Wiistenfeld (Leipzig, 1866-738), 111, p-
229, says that under the Tahirids, Shadyakh became a great
quarter attached to the ciry. but on the fall of the dynasty fell into
ruin. He quotes al-Hikim from memory as his authority and
some lines of a poem on the desertion of Shadyakh that are alsc
given by Ihn al-Faqih, Kitib al-Bulddn, BGA V (Leiden, 1885), pp-
156-7, writing ca. 290/903. Possibly Yaqat anticipates the close
attachment of Shadyikh to the city; al-Hakim says that, after
reverting o a garden area, it then became a city (shahr), although
this is perhaps an addition by the abridger (Khalifa, p. 128},
reflecting the much later developments.

For Shédyikh under the Ghaznavids, see Baihaqji, pp. 38, 165-6,
439, 479. 540 and Nalfisi’s notes, pp- 907-8; also Bosworth, PP
160-1.

According to Sani‘ al-Daula, Matla®, 111, p. 66, Shidyikh palace
was rebuilt by Alp Arsian in 466 (sic; he died in 465 H.) on the
occasion of the marriage of his son Malikshah to a Qara Khanid
princess. He acknowledges a debt to Houtum Schindler for this
passage of his book, but I have seen no work by Schindler that
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predates the Matla“. A greatly abbreviated form of much of Sani®
al-Daula’s material is found under “Nishapar” in the Gazetteer of
Persia 1 (Calcutta, 1910), partly written by Schindler, who puts this
episode in 1072 (p. 590). In fact, it took place in Marv in 456/1064,
see Ibn al-Athir X, p. 28. In 464/1072, Alp Arslan’s daughter was
betrothed to the heir of the Caliph al-Qa’im outside (bi-zdhir)
Nishapur, Ibn al-Athir X, p. 48. I have seen no specific reference
to Shadvakh in connection with this event. but several authors
mention that Alp Arslan redeveloped Shadyakh, e.g. Ibn al-Athir
X1, p. 181. The Sultin’s building programme in Nishapur is
immortalized by the designation of the Shahr-i Kuhna mound by
the alternative name of Tepe Alp Arslan, a fact which led Yate, p.
412, to the interesting conclusion that this site marked the
location of Shadyakh.

Sam€ani, Kitab al-Ansab, facs. ed. Margoliouth (London, 1912), fol.
324 b; and intro. pp. 2-3. He died in Marv in 562/1166.

See Juvaini 11, PP: 25-6, 4850, 70. Tht penod is also covered by
C. Defrémery, ‘“‘Recherches sur trois princes de Nishapur,
548-595 de I'Hégire (1153-1199'].C.)", J4 (1846), 11 pp. 446-82.
Bosworth, pp. 158-9, discusses the walls of Nishapur, which were
often not very serious defensive obstacles. The walls of Sabzavar
which he refers to were destroved in the earthquake of 444/1052
and remained low until raised by Nizam al-Mulk twenty years
later, f. above, n. 18 and Thn al-Athir IX, p- 406.
Fasith Khvafi, Muymil-i Fasihi, ed. M. Farrukh
1340/1961), 11, pp. 382-3.

Yaqut II1, p. 230, 1V, p. 858; it is remarkable that he does not
mention the earthquake, contrary to the statement of Lockhart, p.
85, and Honigmann, loc. cit., among others.

Istakhri, Kitab al-Masahk wa 1-mamdlik, BGA. 1 iLeiden, 1870), p.
254, gives the dimensions of the citv {ce. 950 as 1 farsakh square, or
ca. 12 sq. miles (36 sq. km). The ruins of what he considers to be
the mediaeval site are estimated as ca. 6§ sq2 miles or 16.8 sq. km
by Bulliet, 1972. p. 9, 1976. p. 88. who admits the difficulty of
arriving at an accurate figure. Upton, "The Persian expedition,
1934-5", BMMA 31 (Sept. 1936). p. 178, estimates the total extent
of the ruin fields m be as much as 20 sq. miles or 51 sq. km,
Bullier, 1972, p. 7, 1976, p. 75. Wilkinson. 1375, p. xxviii, is
rightly cautious of making a close idendfication of named
buildings with the structures excavated. but proposes (p. xxxii)
that the Tepe Madrasa may be the cenne of Shidvakh. For a
description of the latter excavation, see Hauser and Wilkinson,
“The Museumn’s Excavations at Nishapur™, BMMA 37 (April
1942}, esp. pp. 91-8.

For the coins found, see Upton, 1937, pp. 37-9 and the summary
lists of the total findings in Wilkinson, 1975, pp. xxx—xl.

Cf. above, n. 34 and Juvaini 1. ed. M. Qazvini (London, 1913, p.
185.

See Hauser and Wilkinson, 1942, p. 84: Wilkinson, 1975, p.
xxxiti; Qandt Tepe was stiil occupied in the tweltth century, but
probably not much later, for already “the city had moved away”.
Kilns were usually situated on the outer edge of town.

Wilkinson, 1975, p. xxxi and pp. xxxiv-v; the sondage referred to
disclosed another kiln site and more kilns were found near
Vineyard Tepe, by the shrine of Mahriaq (p. xxxvi). These sites
may all have been on the fringe of the post-Mongol town.

A. V. W. Jackson, From Constantinopole to the Home of Omar Khayyam
(New York, 1911), pp. 256, 259.

{(Mashhad

Dates vary between 586/1190 (according to the inscription on the
tomb erected by Nava'l) and 632/1235, sce H. Ritter, EP art.
““Auar”’, and cf. below, n. 47.

Isfizard, 1, pp. 255—6; for other accounts, sce Nasawl, Strat al-sultin
Jaldl al-Din Mankibirti, ed. and . O. Houdas (Paris, 1891), pp. 54,
and (1895), pp. 91-2; Ibn af-Athir XII, pp. 255=7 {under th( vear
617 H.) and Juvaini I, pp. 183~40. The latter account mentions
several of the gates of Shadyakh by name, but these cannot be
identified. It is clear from these accounts that Nishapur was not
only populous but also well fortified, suggeving a fairly
substantial citv.

HISTORY OF NISHAPUR

 Nisawi, pp. 218/364; the only place mentioned on their route is
Isfard’in, so they may have by-passed Nishapur to the north. The
campaign was against Jalial al-Din Khwirazmshah; two of his
generals, Qaracha and Yaghin Sunqur, were actively raiding the
Nishapur district at this period, according to Juvaini 11, p. 219,
but it is unlikely that these incidents have any bearing on “Agar’s
death.

Daulatshah also mentions the year 619 H. for the death of ‘Agtar
and several others have been put forward; his account of the
Shaikh’s life is highly dubious and interesting chiefly because he
says that of the 114 years of “Attar’s life, starting in 513 H., 29 were
spent in Nishapur and 85 in Shadyikh; this would put the
transition in 542 H., shortly after the earthquake of 540/1145. No
reliance, however, can be put on this information. E. G. Browne,
A Literary History of Persia 11 (reprint Cambridge 1969), pp. 509-11.
suggests that the Shaikh died in or shortly after the Mongol
invasions of 618 H. and is highly sceptical of the supposed
incident in 627 H. The fact that both Khalifa and Shirvani quote
lhe same poem (cf. above, n. 17} but with a different date in the
third line highlights the unreliable nature of Daulatshah's
material, on the basis of which he has put forward an invalid
association of two unconnected events. In his translation of
Mustaufi's Nuzhat al-quiib (London, 1919), p. 147. Le Strange
gives the year 629/1232 for the earthquake in Shadvakh. although
the text reads 679 H. (cf. below). This error has nevertheless
misled numerous later authors.

“® Jami, Nafahat al-'uns. ed. Is3 and Ahmad (Calcutta. 1859), p. 494,
says the Shaikh lived 63 vears and died on 10 Dhu ’l- Hijja
650/11 February 1255, No other support for the date 665 H. has
been lound. but if that is the correct date, the earthquake with
which his death is associated must be that of 669 H.

-
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The significance of Juvaini's statement about the towns of
Khurasan is discussed by Aubin, 1971, pp. 108-9 and in *‘La fm de
I'état Sarbadar du Khorassan™. j4 262 (1974}, p- 99. He makes a
distinction between western Khurasan and the eastern region
dominated by Herat. This is not to invalidate the implication that
Nishapur remained 4 town of considerably reduced importance at
this tine

2

Rashid al-Din, Jami' al-tawdrikh, ed. B. Karimi iTehian

1338/19593, 1. p. 665, 11, p. 779; this edition, based on better cnes,

is quoted for convenierre. The second, longer account of the

carthquake, given \\nh()ur a date as one of the events of the xngn
of Abaqa 11265-82), is not tound in the edition by ‘Alizada and

Arends rBaku 19571 and is not entirely bevond suspicion.

See tor instance Sir AT, Wibson, “Earthquakes in Persia”™, BS0AS

VI/1 119300, esp. p. 1142 this highly inaccurate work has tor many

vears been the srandard veference on this subject for borh

orientalists and seismologists.

The poet was attached to the retinue of Vajih al-Din Farvamadi.

the Vizier who was responsible tor the building ot Nishapur atter

the carthquake: see the account of him in Davlawshah. pp. 181-5

{in which, incidentallv, he quotes another chronogram by ' AzizT

and Minorsky, franea t Tehran 19641, pp. 293305,

* The ode on the cavthauake s in Mapmi ‘a-vi divanka-w gadun,
Camhridg( University Librarv ms. E. G. Browne collection. mark
V65 (7): the manslation is from ol 225a. lines 1-3. There is
perhaps more than a coindidenal resemblance between the
Mongol raid 1olowed by an earthquake at this period and the
sequence of events surrounding the death of ‘Auar as narrated by
Daulatshah.

%4 Some unattribured lines of this poemiare given by Hatiz-i Abra

Jughrifiva- gismat-i rub’-i Khurdsan: Harat, ed. Ma'il Haravi (Tehran
1349/1970), pp. 63—4: these are translated by Schefer. 1881, p.

282. The verses given by Fasth are translated, rather fanc ifully, by

Browne, LHP, 111, pp. 112-5. The manuscript version, fol. 925b.

line 11, incorrectly reads 869 for *669 H.

19 Safar was a Tuesday in 669 and a Wednesday in 666 H.

Rashid al-Din’s longer account contains much that suggests it was

-
b
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written by a later hand, a matter that is more fully discussed by
Melville, pp. 149-51; cf. below, n. 58.

Khalifa, p. 147, says the 70 survivors remained outside the town
and built a new one. Mas®ud Kaihan, Jughrafiya-yi mufassal-i Irgn 11
(Tehran, 1811/1982), pp. 190-1, says the town was rebuilt on the
orders of Shihrukh b. Timr, i.e. referring to a later occasion.
Wilkinson, 1975, p. xxxv, suggests the sondage site near South
Horn may have continued in use till the earthquake of 1280 (sic.),
making it the latest of any of the sites excavated.

Mustaufi, Nuzhat, p. 148; the city would thus have an area of
around 4.5 sq. km. According to the longer account of Rashid al-
Din, the new city, capital in his day (he died in 1818), had no walls.
He also says it was the fourth city of Nishapur, whereas the
traditional scheme makes it the third.

Le Strange, 1919, p. 147, mistranslates this sentence, taking daya*
= ruin or destruction for diyé¢ = farms or villages. Apart from
making better sense, the correct reading is confirmed in the Arab
geographers, see following note.

Muqaddasi, Ahsan al-tagdsim fi ma‘rifat al-agalim, BGA. 111 (Leiden,
1877), p. 829; the earlier Istakhri, p. 255, gives much the same
information but calls the river, which was the largest in the
district, the Wadi Saghawar. This is presumably the same as the
Bushtaqan river; it supplied water for a part of the town and many
villages. See also Bosworth, p. 155; the account of the streams in
Le Strange, 1905, pp. 884-8, leaves a confusing picture of the
situation. Bulliet, 1972, p. 13, 1976, p. 78, understands
Mugqaddasi to mean that the river itself crossed Nishapur, rather
than channels led off from it. This seems to find confirmation in
Baihaqi I, p. 424.

Ibn Battiita, Travels I11, tr. H. A. R. Gibb (Cambridge, 1971), pp.
588-4; the visitor clearly found the city flourishing, with excellent
bazaars and an exquisite mosque at their centre. Nearby were four
colleges, with abundant running water. _

Watson says that Mustaufi calls this river the Ab-i Bustam, which
is incorrect. Le Strange’s text reads Bushtahqan and the variant
Bushtanqan is given on the authority of Muqaddasi, p. 817. The
latter, however, reads Bushtaqan or Bushnaqan.

Or Bushnaqan/Bushangan. For Fishinjan see FAK. V, map 4 of
the Nishapur shahristan and pp. 77-8. Part of the course of this
river is marked on USAF aeronautical approach chart 338 C II1.
In the absence of adequate maps, the study of the streams in the
Nishapur plain and their association with the accounts of
Mustaufi and the earlier Arab writers should be made on the
ground, with the aid of aerial photographs, a recourse that has
unfortunately not been open to me.

See also the preferable edition of K. Jahn, The history of Ghazan
Khan (London, 1940), pp. 23 and 42-3; the alternative reading of
Mighi is given for Mani.

The sahib-i Tarikh-i Rashidi must be Rashid al-Din, rather than the
sixteenth century author, Mirzi Haidar Daghlat of Kashmir,
whose work is not concerned with the Mongols of Iran. Rashid al-
Din, ed. Jahn, p. 859, relates the story of the building of Shadyakh
by the Saljiigs to accommodate their troops outside the city, as an
example for Ghazan. Ibn al-Athir XI, p. 181 and Hafiz-i Abra, p-
63, quote the same story, told of the Tahirids, being used as an
example for Ghazin. Ibnial-Athir XI, p. 181 and Hafiz i Abra, p-
Shadyakh, which is now a town: a statement which might have
confused $ani® al-Daula.

For a discussion of the Khvif event, see N. Ambraseys and
C. Melville, “The seismicity of Kuhistan, Iran”, Geogr. Jnal. 148
(1977), 11, p. 186. The sources of information are both natives of
Khvaf, which must have helped the survival of the data. The
earthquake in Herat, a far more important city than Nishapur at
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this time, is also given by Hafiz-i Abrd, introd., p. xxxvii, who
quotes another chronogram by €Azizi; the shock caused some
destruction to minarets and damaged the mosque.

See Aubin, 1974, esp. pp. 105-12.

al-Maqrizi, Kitab al-Sulik li-ma%rifat duwal al-mulik, ed. Said
“Ashir (Cairo, 1970), I11/2, pp. 682-3.

al-Suyiti, Kashf al-salsala ‘an wasf al-zalzala, ed. Sa‘dini (Fez,
1971), p. 56.

Hafiz-i Abri’s phrase is identical to Rashid al-Din’s report about
the 669/1270 event: no stone remained upon another in the
mountains, while in the plains, the soil was scattered into the air.
Right at the end of his life, Lutfallah left Nishapur for the village
of Isfaris “famous for the shrine of the footprint of Imam Rida”,
i.e. Qadamgah, where he would certainly have felt the earthquake
had he left the city by then. He died in 816/1413, see Daulatshah,
pp- 318-25. The poem is translated by Schefer, 1881, pp. 283—4;
the last three words, dam-i riiz-i giyamat, yield the date 808 H.

Thus Yate, p. 413, Jackson, p. 257, Lockhart, p. 85 and Bulliet,
1976, pp. 69-70.

N. Meshkati, 4 List of the Historical Sites and Ancient Monuments of
Iran, pub. no. 5, National organization for the protection of the
historical monuments of Iran (Tehran, 1353/1974), pp- 99-100.
Clavijo, Historia del Gran Tamerlan, tr. G. Le Strange, Embassy to
Tamerlane, 14031406 (London, 1928), pp. 181-8.

Earthquakes in Gurgan in 839/1436, 875/1470 and 903/1498 are
given by the Mosul author al-‘Umari, al-Athér al-jaliya fi I-
hawadith al-ardiya, Iraq Academy ms., Baghdad, fols. 161, 169,
175. In Kahistan, the following events are recorded: on 21 Rabi¢ I
898/10 January 1498, an earthquake affected the Mu’'minabad
district east of Birjand, Isfizari II, p. 99: on 17 Muharram 956/15
February 1549, five villages in the Qayin district were destroyed,
Qummi, Khuldsat al-tawarikh, ed. 1. Ishriqi [in preparation], p.
254; and in 1028/1619, the village of Dighabad, in the Faidabad-
u-Mahvalat district of Turbat Haidariyya, was reduced to rubble,
Iskandar Beg, Tdrikh-i ‘Glam-dra-yi ‘Abbdsi (Tehran, 1314/1897), p-
947. For these events, see further Ambraseys and Melville, PpP-
186-7.

Les vayages du Chevalier Jean Chardin en Perse et autres lieux de I’Orient,
ed. Langlés (Paris, 1811), III, pp- 138-4. The Shah was Sulaimin;
Khanikoff, Mémoire sur la partie méridionale de I’Asie centrale (Paris,
1861), p. 104, incorrectly states that the Gauhar Shad mosque in
Mashhad was repaired in 1087 and 1088 H. in the reign of Shah
Sultan Husain, who did not succeed to the throne till 1105/1694.
For most of the buildings and dates involved, see Sani® al-Daula,
Matla® 11, pp. 97, 128, 140-1, 148, 151-2, 245, 256, 258-9; cf.
Meshkati, pp. 88, 96-7.

Gazetteer, pp. 5867, Meshkati, pp. 101-2; cf. above, n. 71.
Dressdnische Gelehrte Anzeigen XVI11 (1756), p. 292; the collection of
issues published this year reports various natural phenomena
from all over the world; no sources are given for the information
and it remains at present unconfirmed.

M. A. Taher, “Textes d’historiens damascénes sur les
tremblements de terre du XII® siécle de I'Hégire (XVII®-XVIII®
s.)”", Bull. d’études orientales 217 (1974), pp. 69-70.

A solitary exception is the rather inadequate statement of Abu ’I-
Hasan Qazvini, Fawa'id al-Safawiyya, Cambridge\University:Library
ms. 00.6.41, fol. 147b, that in 1194/1180 there was an earthquake
in Khurasan in which 8,000 people died.

See Mashhad Consular Diary no. 8 for August 1928, F.O. 871 13059;
Wilson, pp. 108, 128 puts this on 22 August, on the basis of press
reports; he also rather strangely locates the event in Iraq and
Persia.
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