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2006 Persepolis Proposal
For Enhanced Management and Planning of World Heritage Cultural

Landscape

An International Expert Workshop on Enhanced Management and Planning
of World Heritage Cultural Landscape was organized by the Iranian Cultural
Heritage and Tourism Organization [ICHTO]. Research Organization for Cultural
Heritage and Tourism [ROCHT]. Parsa Pasargadae Research Foundation [PPRF]
and UNESCO between 29 May and 2 June 2006 in Persepolis, Islamic Republic of
Iran. The Workshop was made possible with the financial support of the ICHTO
and the UNESCO World Heritage Fund. and with the co-operation with ICHTO
Fars Provincial Office. The Workshop was attended by 60 participants from eight
countries representing governmental institutions. inter-and non-governmental
organizations, including ICOMOS, UNESCO. universities, local authorities. World
Heritage site managers, and other partners. Rich discussions took place during
the Workshop as a result of the active participation of international and national
experts, and in particular, experts from the Iranian Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Research Bases.
The participants of the workshop discussed the following themes:
« World Heritage cultural landscape rotective zoning based upon heritage value
assessment
« Community involvement, traditional management mechanisms for World
Heritage cultural landscape conservation
+ Legislationland Ownership. Land Exploitation, and Management of World
Heritage cultural landscape
« Appropriate (culture-sensitive) presentation and sustainable tourism development
of World Heritage cultural landscape properties

A Proposal for the Future
The participants presented to the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, UNESCO.,
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States Parties to the World Heritage Convention. inter-and non governmental
organizations, relevant specialized institutions and individuals. the following 2006
PERSEPOLIS PROPOSAL FOR ENHANCED MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING OF
WORLD HERITAGE CULTURAL LANDSCAPE;

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXXX XX XXX XXX

2006 PERSEPOLIS PROPOSAL

We, the experts assembled in Persepolis. Islamic Republic of Iran, warmly express
our gratitude to the ICHTO, ROCHT. PPRF and UNESCO for providing a forum
to discuss ways and means to strengthen management and planning processes of
World Heritage cultural landscape

noting that this Workshop was the first ever organized on this topic in the
region, and requesting that the proceedings and results be published and widely
disseminated:

appreciating that integrated management of World Heritage cultural landscape is
a long and comprehensive process involving many stakeholders:

taking into account the valuable work achieved in the past decades for the
conservation of World Heritage cultural landscape. notably:

0 1972 UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage:

0 1993 Schorfheide Action Plan for Cultural Landscapes adopted by the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee at its 17th session:

0 2001 Wakayama Recommendations on Sacred Mountains in Asia:

0 2002 Ferrara Recommendations on Cultural Landscapes: The Challenges of
Conservation:

0 2002 Padua Recommendations on World Heritage Site Management:

0 2003 Amsterdam Recommendations on Linkages between Universal and Local
Values: Managing a Sustainable Future for World Heritage:

0 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage:

0 The definitions and categories of Cultural Landscapes within The Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention [February
2005 Edition ]

FOR UNDERSTANDING

1. propose to national and local authorities, inter- and non-governmental
organisations, universities, specialized institutions and individuals engaged in
the safeguarding and sustainable development of cultural landscapes to actively
engage in discussions concerning the various types and categories of cultural
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landscapes in their territories, with a view to broaden the understanding of
cultural landscapes and their potential future inclusion on the World Heritage List:
2. propose to national and local authorities to increase support in the scientific
research and assessment of the natural, environmental and cultural heritage values

of cultural landscapes. and to widely disseminate this information:

FOR PROTECTING

3. propose to national authorities to examine the feasibility of establishing national
legislation for the conservation and sustainable development of cultural landscapes
in their respective countries. if such law does not yet exists, and considering
harmonization with the other existing legal regulations. Such legislation should
define ownership. use rights, and management authority over cultural landscape:

FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT

4 propose to States Parties to elaborate national strategies for integrated management
planning for cultural landscapes. based upon a long-term vision for sustainable
development. and to implement these strategies at all levels, in’ conformity with
Article 5 a)of the World Heritage Convention and Paragraph 119 of the Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention:.

5. propose to national and local authorities to increase respect and support for
endangered living communities, nomadic and indigenous societies, and their social
and economic livelihoods. their traditional land use and ways of lives which create
cultural landscapes:

6. propose to cultural landscape site managers and planning authorities to fully
explore the dynamic relationship between intangible. tangible and associated
cultural heritage. the people. and the development of viable local and regional
economy to enable full integration within the general development planning and
management process:

7. propose to national and local authorities, inter- and non-governmental
organisations, universities. specialized institutions and individuals to actively
develop new partnerships towards integrated regional and sustainable development
at cultural landscape levels:

8. propose to national and local authorities to assess the potential impact upon
cultural landscapes. their ecological integrity and all related heritage values prior to
deciding on major public works and constructions, that would be difficult to reverse.

AND FOR SOUND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

9. propose to national and local authorities, and tourism industries to fully respect

local building traditions. knowledge base. cultural industries and landscape




settings. when planning tourism infrastructure:

10. propose to national and local authorities. the tourism industries and tourists
to ensure that the presentation of and tourism approach to the cultural landscape
respects the dignity of the local community members and,or indigenous people.
their values and heritage:

FOR AWARENESS. CAPACITY BUILDING &
EDUCATION

11. propose to national and local authorities, inter- and non-governmental
organisations, universities. specialized institutions and individuals to organize
capacity building and education programmes to increase human resources for
value-based conservation and management for sustainable development of cultural
landscape:

12. propose to national, local authorities and the media to take concrete measures
to raise general awareness of the importance of cultural landscapes, with a view
to strengthen the critical role of local community participation in the conservation
process of cultural landscapes. based upon trust, transparency and dialogue:

13. propose to cultural landscape site managers to fully recognize and build upon
the sacred character and continuing belief systems. which often has ensured a
sound local community based management and conservation of the cultural
landscape qualities:

14. propose to national and local authorities to increase World Heritage Education
within national curricula, with specific emphasis to the interaction between people
and their environment, and to strengthen partnerships with non-governmental
organizations in non-formal World Heritage Education activities:

SPECIFIC ACTIONS FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE
15. propose to UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee and UNESCO to update.
complete and disseminate the Cultural Landscape Management Guidelines and
to compile, publish and disseminate a collection of case studies of successful
management experiences and methodologies of World Heritage cultural landscapes.
as originally planned in the 1993 Action Plan adopted by the World Heritage
Committee, It is further proposed that States Parties elaborate national guidelines
for cultural landscapes
which address specific local needs:
16. propose to UNESCO and States Parties to regularly organize Expert Meetings
concerning emerging issues facing World Heritage and Cultural landscapes.
notably: '
« culturally sensitive tourism development based on site carrying capacity:
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« integrated conservation and management:

« cultural impact assessments for public works:

« risk preparedness and preventive conservation:

« inter—relationships between intangible and tangible heritage.

17. propose to UNESCO and States Parties to create expert regional fora on shared
and common heritage to exchange information and explore ways to increase
regional co-operation for the implementation of World Heritage Convention:

18. propose to UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee and ICCROM to consider
supporting regional programmes for Integrated Territorial Conservation. similar
to ICCROM’s former ITUC Programme, to be organized at site-level:

19. propose to national and local authorities who manage World Heritage with
potential Cultural Landscape values to examine the possibilities to extend the
existing World Heritage properties to increase conservation and management of
the larger cultural landscape area ‘

20. propose to UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee and its World Heritage Centre
to consider undertaking a series of studies on World Heritage and Large Scale
Public Works, beginning with “World Heritage and Dams”. similar to the “World
Heritage and Mining” study in light of the increasing destruction of irreplaceable
cultural landscapes and World Heritage sites.

Persepolis. Iran. 2 June 2006
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