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historiographic systems stand alone and do not

(London. "many  African
nced to be verified by other sources. But
Vansina (..) argues that a higher degree of
confidence is needed for various oral traditional
forms and that archaeological confirmation is
one way to heighten veracity. African historians
can take two basic directions in the future. One
is (..). The second is to follow Vansina’s
prescription under the tentative assumption that
forms of oral tradition need verification trom
archaeology, not because they are inherently
less credible than our historiography, but
because our traditions deny their veracity.
Therefore, verification by archaeological
means is a way of influencing our own
tradition, a way of altering our own concepts

about what makes up historical truth...”
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