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Extended Abstrac(\

Introduction

The Persian language, as a medium of literary and cultural expression, has historically
transcended\national boundaries and profoundly shaped the intellectual and artistic
traditions of South Asia. One of the most vivid reflections of this legacy can be found
in epigraphic inscriptions that adorn mosques, mausoleums, madrasas, and other
architectural monuments in Pakistan. These inscriptions, often composed in Persian
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verse, not only embellish the built environment but also provide valuable insight into
the religious, social, and cultural ideals of their time.

Objectives

The study aims to examine the life and continuity of Persian poetry in the inscriptions
of Pakistan. Specifically, it investigates the selection of Persian verse in architectural
contexts, the thematic and stylistic tendencies of these inscriptions, and the cultural
significance of their endurance in contemporary Pakistan.

Methodology

The research employs a combination of field surveys of existing mohuments, analysis
of archival photographs, and critical review of previous Seholdrshipgn Persian
epigraphy. A textual and stylistic analysis of selected inscriptions has been conducted
to identify dominant themes and literary references. Particular attention'is given to the
works of classical poets such as Sa‘di, Hafiz, Jami, and Riimi, alofigside lesser-known
local contributors whose verses were inscribed on religious and cultural sites.

Results and Discussion 4

Findings indicate that the selection of Persian poetry for inscriptions was deliberate,
reflecting the intellectual and cultural_ideals of the patrons. Classical poets were
frequently cited to underscore spiritudl, ethical, and devotional messages, while local
poets and calligraphers adapted Petsian ferms to regional contexts, thereby ensuring
the continuity of Persian literary heritagé. The study also reveals that Persian
inscriptions continued to appear~in Pakistan into the twentieth century, even after
Persian ceased to be an official laﬁguage, highlighting the symbolic prestige of
Persian verse as a marker of refinement, piety, and identity.

Conclusion

The survival of Petsian poetic inscriptions in Pakistan demonstrates the resilience and
adaptability of Persiandlitesary culture in South Asia. These inscriptions should not be
regarded merely‘as decorative elements, but as cultural texts that preserve centuries of
intellectual, and spiritual dialogue between Iran and the Indian subcontinent. The
research “eontributes to the broader discourse on Persianate studies, epigraphy, and
cultural mehmry by highlighting how Persian poetry has been preserved, localized,
and reinterpreted through the medium of stone and architecture in Pakistan.
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Abstract

The Life of Persian Poetry in Contemporary Pakistani Inscriptions: A Case Study of the
Tomb of Pir Mehr Ali Shah Gilani

For centuries, Persian has served not only as a literary language in the Indian subcontinent,
but also as a medium of religious, mystical, and ritual expression. Among the most influential
factors in the spread and continuity of Persian in the region has been the presence of Sufism
and mystical orders—such as the Chishti and Qadiri orders—whose teachings, prayers, and
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spiritual texts were predominantly conveyed in Persian. This study investigates the textual
and cultural vitality of Persian poetry in the inscriptions of the shrine and mosque complex of
Pir Mehr Ali Shah Gilani in Golra Sharif, Pakistan. Based on a descriptive-analytical method
and drawing on field observation, textual reading, and manuscript-based referencing, the
research examines over fifty Persian inscriptions, selecting ten for close analysis due to their
thematic and stylistic richness.

The findings reveal that Persian poetry in these inscriptions functions not as mere
ornamentation, but as a bridge between sacred texts and mystical experience, playing a
meaningful role in religious expression. Most inscriptions follow a tripartite structure—
Qur’anic verse, prophetic hadith, and Persian poetry—that conveys themes guch ‘asydivine
unity, spiritual authority, patience, martyrdom, esoteric knowledge, and, the unitygof divine
action. These inscriptions serve not only as devotional texts, but also‘asyliving evidence of the
enduring cultural and spiritual presence of the Persian language in Pakistan’s'sacred spaces.
Keywords: Persian language, Persian poetry, epigraphy, mysticism, Pir Meher Ali Shah,
Pakistan, Golra Sharif
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