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This study investigates the historical trends, thematic developments, and scholarly
collaboration patterns in articles published by the Asar Scientific Journal from 2014
to 2024 (1393-1403 in the Iranian calendar). By analyzing 303 published articles,
the research seeks to determine the degree to which the journal’s content aligns
with contemporary priorities in heritage conservation and restoration. Using a
combined approach of scientometrics and content analysis, data were collected on
authorship, institutional affiliations, keywords, methodologies, and collaboration
structures, and analyzed using ATLAS.ti software. The findings indicate a relative
stability in publication frequency, with a peak in 2022 (42 articles) and a low
point in 2016 (22 articles). Thematic analysis shows a predominance of social,
historical, and architectural studies, while technological and economic aspects
remain underexplored. For context, only one article in the entire decade focused
on economics, while technology-related papers rarely engaged with modern digital
applications. Geographically, most contributions originate from Iran, particularly
Isfahan, Tehran, and East Azerbaijan, although limited international comparisons
with Turkey, China, and Russia were also observed. Collaboration networks reveal
the central role of the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Institute, supported
by universities such as Islamic Azad University and Isfahan University of Art.
However, engagement with industry and governmental bodies remains limited,
highlighting a gap between research and policy. Overall, while Asar demonstrates
strong academic visibility, future growth depends on expanding its thematic scope
to include economic dimensions, technological innovation, and pressing national
challenges such as water scarcity and climate change. Strengthening international
collaborations and diversifying methodological approaches could further enhance
the journal’s contribution to sustainable heritage conservation and increase its real-
world impact.
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Introduction

The Asar Journal, published by the Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism in Iran,
represents one of the most influential academic platforms for the dissemination of knowledge in
heritage conservation, restoration, architecture, and related cultural studies. As the first specialized
journal in this field established after the Islamic Revolution, and holding a “B” rating from the
Ministry of Science alongside an ISC classification, its academic standing is well-established.
Since its establishment, the journal has played a critical role in shaping scholarly debates within the
national context, while also contributing to broader regional dialogues. Yet, despite its longstanding
reputation, there has been limited systematic investigation into how effectively the journal reflects
the evolving needs of both academia and society. This is particularly crucial in the face of pressing
national and global challenges such as climate change, water scarcity, urban transformation, and the
integration of digital technologies into heritage management. This study addresses this research gap
by examining the journal’s alignment with these contemporary priorities.

In the last decade, the academic publishing landscape in Iran has undergone significant
transformation, mirroring global trends. Growing internationalization, the digitalization of research
outputs, and the increasing importance of scientometric and genealogical analyses have compelled
journals to adapt their editorial policies and thematic orientations. In this regard, evaluating the
thematic evolution of

Asar is essential for understanding its responsiveness to emerging scientific, cultural, and
social priorities. A genealogical approach, inspired by Foucault, allows for a deeper analysis of
the historical processes and intellectual shifts that have shaped the knowledge produced within its
pages. The journal’s potential role extends beyond academic discourse; it can serve as a vital bridge
between researchers, policymakers, and practitioners in heritage conservation, thereby contributing
to sustainable cultural development. The effectiveness of this role, however, depends on its ability to
foster diverse collaborations and address practical, real-world problems.

The present study, therefore, aims to conduct a comprehensive scientometric and genealogical
analysis of

Asar over a ten-year period (2014-2024) to address three main objectives. First, it analyzes the
historical trends and content changes to evaluate the journal’s role in knowledge dissemination.
Second, it assesses the alignment of published articles with the current needs and priorities of the
heritage sector. Third, it examines the degree of theoretical coherence or diversity within the journal’s
publications. By applying analytical frameworks, including a PESTEL analysis, the research seeks
to identify strengths and weaknesses in the journal’s thematic coverage across political, economic,
social, technological, environmental, and legal dimensions. In doing so, the study provides evidence-
based insights and strategic recommendations that may guide future editorial strategies and enhance

the journal’s impact in both national and international contexts.

Discussion
This analysis of 303 articles from the Asar journal confirms its established position in Iranian

academia while simultaneously revealing critical areas for strategic development. The findings
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illustrate a significant thematic imbalance, which, when viewed through the PESTEL framework,
shows a clear concentration on social, historical, and environmental dimensions. While this
focus reflects traditional strengths in humanities research, the pronounced underrepresentation of
economic and modern technological topics points to a potential disconnects with key contemporary
challenges in heritage management. The scarcity of research on topics like project budgeting or the
economic impacts of conservation, alongside the limited engagement with crucial technologies such
as digitalization and 3D scanning, suggests that the journal may not be fully equipping its readership
to address the practical and financial realities of sustainable heritage development.

Methodologically, the predominance of qualitative and case-study approaches is consistent
with the nature of heritage studies but also presents a limitation. This homogeneity may restrict the
generalizability of findings and inhibit broader comparative analysis. To enhance the robustness of
its published research, the journal could benefit from actively encouraging a greater diversity of
research designs, particularly the integration of analytical or mixed-methods approaches that can
provide more generalizable insights.

The analysis of collaboration networks highlights another crucial gap: the disconnect between
academic research and its practical application. While the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research
Institute serves as a strong central hub for academic collaboration, the limited engagement with
governmental and industrial sectors is a significant weakness. This finding suggests that the valuable
knowledge produced within the journal’s pages may not be effectively translated into actionable
policies or industry practices. Fostering stronger, formalized partnerships between researchers,
policymakers, and industry professionals is therefore essential for bridging this gap and maximizing
the real-world impact of the research.

Finally, the study reveals that academic output is not produced in a vacuum; publication trends
appear to be influenced by the broader socio-political context within Iran. This interconnectedness
underscores the journal’s potential to serve as a chronicler of national priorities and challenges. By
strategically diversifying its thematic scope, promoting methodological innovation, and fostering
cross-sectoral collaborations, the Asar journal can evolve from a respected academic repository into

a more dynamic and influential force in shaping the future of sustainable heritage conservation.

Conclusion
This study concludes that while the “Asar” Scientific Journal has an established position within the
field of heritage conservation and restoration in Iran, it possesses significant untapped potential for
academic growth and broader impact. The research found that the journal has maintained a relative
stability in its publication output over the past decade, with a peak of 42 articles in 2022 and a low of
22 in 2016, and a strong thematic focus on social, historical, and architectural topics. However, there
is a clear opportunity to expand its scope by addressing emerging research needs and contemporary
national priorities, such as environmental crises and the need for economic sustainability.
Specifically, the findings highlight those topics related to modern technologies, such as digitization
and computer modeling, along with the economic dimensions of cultural heritage, have received

comparatively limited attention. To better address the real needs of the conservation field and
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contribute meaningfully to sustainable development, future research published in the journal should
prioritize these underrepresented areas. Furthermore, the analysis of the scientific collaboration
network revealed that while the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Research Institute plays a central
role with 17 key collaborations, interaction with industrial entities and governmental organizations
remains limited, indicating a gap between academic research and practical application. The research
also pointed to a methodological homogeneity, with a majority of studies employing qualitative
approaches, suggesting a need for greater diversity through the inclusion of mixed-methods research.

To enhance the journal’s scholarly impact and its competitiveness on both national and international
fronts, it is essential to foster stronger partnerships with non-academic stakeholders. By strategically
creating special issues focused on technological innovation and the economics of cultural heritage,
promoting methodological diversity, and bridging the gap between researchers and policymakers, the
journal can better serve the academic and professional communities. Such efforts will allow “Asar” to
contribute more effectively to the sustainable and resilient conservation of Iran’s invaluable cultural

heritage in the face of contemporary challenges.
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