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Ghadkodan is a Parthian-era site in the Piranshahr region and one of the most
significant settlements within the catchment area of the Kani Sib Dam in
northwestern Iran. It is situated in a narrow valley between mountains on natural
elevations. Archacological excavations were conducted over three consecutive
seasons in 2019, 2020, and 2021, leading to the discovery of various residential
architectural spaces, including a central hall and a kitchen. During its initial phase
of habitation, Ghadkodan featured large stone structures with multiple architectural
units characteristic of the Parthian period. In later times, it was repurposed as a
cemetery during the Islamic period. Comparative analysis of Soghanlu pottery
reveals stylistic affinities with Parthian cultural materials previously recovered from
contemporaneous sites in the same geographical area. The results of excavations,
covering a 23 x 15 m (345 m?) area, confirm that Ghadkodan represents the remains
of a Parthian settlement. These substantial architectural structures, located within
a settlement layer lacking historical continuity, were constructed from limestone
rubble bound with mud mortar. Overall, based on the cultural materials recovered
and an assessment of the ecological and geographical characteristics of the region, it
is evident that the architectural style of Ghadkodan aligns closely with other Parthian-
period remains. The architectural texture reflects a purely functional design, devoid
of ornamental decoration. This study is based on newly documented data obtained
from recent archaeological excavations.
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Introduction
The Parthians were one of the tribes belonging to the Dahi confederation, nomadizing in the
desert region situated between the lower Oxus River (Amu Darya) and the Caspian Sea. The
Dahi interacted with the Massagetae and other tribes, whether immigrants or settled inhabitants of
Central Asian villages. The term Parth is attested in inscriptions from the early Sasanian dynasty.
Local populations continued to speak the Parthian language until the mid-4th century CE in
southern Turkmenistan (including Margiana) and northeastern Iran (Media, Khorasan, and Sistan).
Parthian expansion under Mithradates [ (Mehrdad I, 171-139 BCE) restored much of the ancient
Achaemenid Empire, positioning the Parthians, as Ghirshman suggested, as a connecting link
between the Achaemenid and Sasanian dynasties. Archaeological excavations at Shahr-i Qumis,
very probably the historic Hecatompylos located along the “Great Khorasan Road” in the Damghan
region, uncovered hundreds of clay vessels spanning from the early 1st millennium BCE through
the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian periods. Chinese historical records, likely dating to the
2nd century CE, describe Parthia (Anxi) as follows:

“The main center of the Kingdom of Anxi [Parthia] is the town of Hedu [Hecatompylos]...
[Parthia] is several thousand li across. There are several hundred small towns”.

The political consolidation of Parthia under Mithradates I was accompanied by territorial
expansion to include major cities such as Seleucia-on-the-Tigris, Dura Europos, and Susa. Finds
from Shahr-i Qumis have helped establish its chronology. Notably, seven coins attributed to
Orodes I (ca. 80-77 BCE) or his immediate predecessor were recovered from Area VII, along
with ostraca bearing Parthian inscriptions, apparently records of monetary donations similar
to those found at Ak-depe and other sites in southern Turkmenistan. Sixteen significant seals
were discovered in Area V (Bivar 1981). While Shahr-i Qumis may have functioned as a major
political and military center, it was one of several strategically positioned Parthian fortresses in
northeastern Iran. Other important archaeological discoveries from this period have been made
along the Gorgan Wall and in defensive castles on the Gorgan Plain, a region significant during
the Achaemenid era and subsequently under the Sasanians. The Ghadkodan site is situated in the
central part of Piranshahr, approximately one kilometer northwest of the crown of the Sib Mineral
Dam. It comprises two main areas: a northern hill and a southern relatively flat section, located
on an almost oval ridge aligned north—south. The northern part is a high hill bordered to the north
and east by the agricultural and alluvial lands of the Little Zab River with steep slopes; to the west
by natural ridges with gentle slopes; and to the south by the ancient Ghadkodan site. The southern
section is relatively flat, bordered to the north by the ancient hill slope; to the south and west by
natural ridges and agricultural lands with gentle slopes; and to the east by an apple orchard with a

relatively steep slope.

Discussion
Despite the significance of Parthian architecture, our understanding of this period, particularly
its smaller-scale buildings remain incomplete. This gap is especially pronounced in the study of

residential architecture. Consequently, no definitive stylistic framework can yet be associated with
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such structures. Factors such as the scarcity of large-scale excavations, environmental diversity,
and regional traditions complicate efforts to reconstruct the architectural characteristics of the
middle strata of Parthian society. Limited archaeological research in the region has resulted in
minimal knowledge about the cultural traditions prevalent during this era. The extensive area
of Ghadkodan encompasses numerous residential architectural spaces which, based on ceramic
typology studies, are conclusively dated to the Parthian period. The multiplicity of these spaces
indicates prolonged habitation during this time. Furthermore, the public hall at Ghadkodan
underscores the site’s importance, likely serving as a venue for special gatherings or ceremonial
events. Overall, excavations revealed a total of 13 architectural units of varying dimensions and
layouts, providing rare and valuable insights into settlement organization and communal space

usage during the Parthian period.

Conclusion

This study sought to identify the cultural traditions of the Little Zab River region and to establish
a relative chronology of the material culture within this basin. The findings reveal a clear cultural
connection between Ghadkodan, Piranshahr, and other contemporaneous sites in the northwestern
cultural basins, including Yazdgerd Castle and Baarveh. Recent excavations at Ghadkodan have
uncovered substantial architectural remains from the Parthian period, an extensive architectural
texture embedded within a settlement layer lacking earlier occupation or subsequent continuity.
These structures were constructed from limestone rubble bound with mud mortar, comprising
centralized rooms and stone walls. Culturally, Ghadkodan appears to have been among the most
prosperous and expansive settlements in the Little Zab River basin. Its architectural remains are
dispersed across both the central site and extensive peripheral zones. Residential units feature
simple layouts consisting of rectangular rooms built from rubble and river stones of varying sizes.
The presence of a public hall underscores the site’s prominence, especially given that, while
monumental buildings such as palaces and temples from the Parthian period are well-studied,
smaller-scale residential architecture remains comparatively underrepresented. In this regard,
Ghadkodan stands out as a model of locally adapted architectural style. The proximity of the
Little Zab River, a reliable water source, played a crucial role in the establishment and longevity
of Ghadkodan. Environmental resources from the river supported both agriculture and livestock
farming, fostering favorable living conditions that stimulated long-term habitation along its banks
from prehistoric times onward. These conditions contributed to the development of indigenous and
localized cultural traditions in the region. Architecturally, the settlement’s spaces can be categorized
into inner and outer sections, composed of rectangular or square enclosures separated by one to
several rows of stone walls. Ultimately, evidence indicates that Ghadkodan was abandoned at the

end of the Parthian period and was never reoccupied.
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Fig. 4: Section of Ghadkodan (Garavand, 2017).
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Fig. 5: Aerial photo from the Architecture remains(T.IT) (Garavand, 2018).
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Fig.6: Aerial photo of a kitchen space (Garavand, 2018).
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Fig. 7-8: View of ovens(F.266-268) (Garavand, 2018).
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Fig. 9: Aerial photo showing the location of F, 264, 265, 266 (Garavand, 2018).
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Fig. 10: view of architecture remains (F.271-272) (Garavand, 2018).
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Tab. 1: Characteristics of architectural spaces (Garavand, 2019).
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Fig. 12: Bronze object, LOC:211 (Garavand, 2017).
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Fig. 13: Bronze object, LOC:211 (Garavand, 2017).
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Fig. 15: pottery design and image (Garavand, 2017).
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5
S
A

COTAA W18 (41545W8 sla Jlauw 31 slodyiS V5 s guas

Fig. 16: pottery design and image (Garavand, 2018).
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Fig. 19: Aerial photo from Architecture remains based of third excavations (Garavand, 2019).




0‘0’ I
/ Yol | lal Aoy plo ,b Wb 5 3sSme gylone (slalin Koo seslySicd g LighyS |

S dz
S8 Ol g, dihte (Simpd slaciaus ab 105 5 axblog by oo 899 4o Gtodgly ol )
Sigis 3l Jols dous g a0l (Simyd dbogs ol Simd dlgs 5l s (55800 5 05505 jasiie
adoxsl oy Jlots (Samd slaojss lajen sblie ;500 L pebilyy 0125508 (S a0 95,50k
3lslere Ll abbles 4 yomie cwliblinl wous Lo ybolS . conl 0gy § Slousdald 3,555,428
L ol caglhts 5 dipion gan g (5l Y S5 5o 45 (losynd (gylaxe bl a8 el 890
9S8 aslit il walgs ol out axs L IS bl Ly Sal Siwosls pllas L (155518 (gylane
135535l 8 Lo L S (slinylsd 5 5Spae (elanslilz Jols (0l By (gl by 45 olo Lt
Sl dslsog) Aoy o 4 Sege ol edsind s cplBsSis (S Band olsdse S a5l
ol 8358 (glagls cla i s dbyme yaslip yo 0aiSTyy St o gyloxe Ll 45 Conils Sa s
5 Siwad¥ 51 48 ol s Slen ol 5l JStte o3l 1t L lbails ¢ygnds (glans slaliad
Coanl oy duo 0195538 pleyl YU i o sl oo s s ilises sl (glsls 3y sl Kool
sSme clals el g oulo L ds oleo 5 LnglS s by el Lol 850 315148, oo dbogiro sl 105
wl Cowl Jbu t_gu..u) d‘)]b ASd)Lw L55'<J‘ ulj—&‘\-’ U‘A5SJ~B 1 sccwl odsi u)f oJ.._,JL’ 0y99 L)—’l
Aol

o=l i ol Sl g 31 (S 1,8 0)Lal 4SS iz 4 b o agl ol b ey o gpad)
55 Bl aob oy oyl 4 Gl 53 Sl oais (glome olae c Bl (S ISt cnge (Sole an 4S5,
109533 gy lyianl pglus g (68 IS o go o dbbgome ST ol paols el a8 Ol A5l 09y 595 g 45
R aS cow! u.la.&mwg) c_’Luo A (o) &55 ul) 4_315&9) Lf"‘"b dl’hug)"ﬁ )‘ Lfg" c&§|9)\) sCowl ol
Ja_»l)_w ) N VWY )L_w., ]a_:l)_w ol sy Lg)bfb Lg])q u.\_wl.m J‘_uul.u R 9 ol e laiwl LS_J c_’Luo )‘
g0 5 00t o3l st 3| 431505y Al 13 boglyit 31 (gylomns 23S IS sy g 03503 oLyl |y gisLune
ol 0dl dslaie o_":‘)\) u_l.’xn 9 P Lng&.m)s Lg)..f‘/ls\m

0392 gloje sladbyzme plu by 105508 (Sinyd wlwlio (K38 (inghy ol logtion »500 5]
oles (ghls (195508 davaIliw aws sla ) Kial a colie b 485, ) Lol cannl oo gl o S
Cowl 039 L.)).GJ‘.Q_M: ul—")rb-b LgLibAbam uoa_aa_'><\.s d_bl.m )_,Lw L, u_fv.m).e

a8 0,8 5 ledsl Wb el 5o .l 0095 (1195503 koo (slaliad 5,S)I8° S5o8s i ol (sl iy S50 5
ol (S350 9 (53990 G5 93 & aliad plas .l S 58 Ol dil0g) A1) )3 (S (gylone Sl la5508
6l e Alnslyds 4 cansl IS o b libatns sy dibeSasly ol laysce y5 oo (clalind .cuol s
Ao oye & o509y b laol8)o (ghylo laliad (ol aSloasa S las SooCSS 5l dddydw 9 (> )uis b SO Saw
5 gl i g9 g baliad larslo 4 dsgs b wslons o inboyd (clba b Ysane g ditads o bV s
S5, )Ll g geabae cple VB ¢ SsSme sl 5 alajl abyee gyl g ol (slaliad dagyloxs Lo b boliad
b95 L;‘Lw 9 Lf’)'c ‘L;‘B).w LS?)L’ Aw jd (6999 4w d])l& aS ! LS ASJ 5;‘5‘9).3 S.3 d)l.o.sw L;La.‘? REVE P
L S.5 loid s .l dzils odge 1y laliad S50 (sl (69959 b b i & s 45 duwy oo a5 9 cons]
Al ougeys 1y 033 oo 5 ()l S (15 o sy oo i 0l gt Cennad )0 (S (555 jpia> & 25
o 0992 3Ll duoyd Wilgs o cdituntd 55 3 S545°S.6 5 S.1, S.2 slaliad s 4 Liad ol aSl & ylas . cans]
Olyied ol 51ty o ylaias ool 55 5935 9929 4255 L 35 S.11 5 8,10 (slagleas b .aab Jgd hB (3905
liad dus ol duy o 42345 S.6 5 S.1, S.2 (gylane (slind dw Syp slol & d g3 b Ll o oo law] gudns
3y50 Yool 3o (1aSUB Abgoee 45 3gei ledsl b LU jo . aslanals odge |y penits 5 Lol sla Yl zids (S



7

[VFoF | 164 Bylecits | 5 Sl | 51 Yof I/

3UCEY

&8s (205
lowgi Giemgly ol digin yly o pilel |y adlio sliad 55« aogls )l yo pis BB coley e ok
Cow! 0d C)‘ﬁ‘"t” (.5)/1‘::’3;9 /;. )éﬂf)l).:.o °|/; 2 9}?’

wlls

bl lan]: sy oF Caomad oF Wn . gapieS ) 2B ¢ 39 3 -(OTYY) ¢ il eofpmosli] -
Syl L]yl

Sl sl cadd jo Gl (63,8 (6B aY m by (V) (s ordws g tply b YLl -
http:/doi.org/10.22084/ .Y =YA (YA ¢y (oanlisdo (Jmsls g\ gy SISl g Koy o 050 )
nb.2022.25429.2436

L) S8l 95 50 oyl oyt Jlois (Kb (sladas Ly .(VWAe)  ilauas lologod g <ol ¢ gy ¥LET -
hitps://jarcs. NO=FY :(Y)V ¢ (ol asls S\l e (0Bl aigS 4 g Juad slaadl 4 2K
ut.ac.ir/article 28693.html

(83Sye (Sl (S\m 433 § 30y cN\ie s gasma )3 (5350 (sl o v Solaoy (VYY) Jz eyl -
Ayl ylys el Lol s olyag o0l magin Slo Bolo dos i ) z 5l pad s

ol 3hn N \ie A gasre 150 (Rl gBle guw dbogzme [iglS iyliS) ((VWAA) oyt gdasmoyla-
FEAYEY ol oliwl 3uSiimgi ol Jsl A ¢ ol oy  Sema S

olaslys ¢ 81 By50 40 oyl Gyt et (gldlazolyd g (gldtlaie cliwlion (VWWAA) Gligo ooy
YR ey (ol iy (i (o Lield ey S as wlitslinl (sla jsolS Labd oy sagd
http://doi.org/10.22084/nbsh.2019.18328.1889  .N¥Y-\#Y

Smyd O\S acgamme 153 ¢ SEs] g0 40 cidgm wlid liwl (BglSH L(VFY) jlige o doyis-
5 i goliio ((SimpBlys ol itimghy ctidps cadils aasly (Glm (598 sy S S Ly asled,
T3S0

Sl dsgn) ¥ gbile g dbogome  isu oo iglS cawso Juad )58 .(\WAY) colwlydl gl S -
(00uits pititie) (ol bl 5Sidgf guity ] ((ypslp coumn SIS s

dw S0l Ay ) ¥ glile g dbbgome  iso cloo gl pgd Juad iyliS) .(0WAA) colwlydl casglS -
(0duits yitiie) ool (s bl 8IS it g guiy] . ((ypiil oy s (SIS

dw 180l Ao gn) F gbile g dbbgme  iiso olos gl poaw Juad o)iS . (0YAQ) colimaslydl casglyS -
(0duis yititie) (cawlids (yliwl 008 gty ganity] e eitlps caums SIS

e dilaie  SISa] 8y90 (SedS Jlaw coS)s dalllas) .(VYAY) ¢ e dan | cCpe g tOgding (8 oo
s s e\ g - Goled g Litd e oyend Bua L XRD g PIXE« XRF gy dw 3l o0liuwl L
https://nbsh.basu.ac.ir/article_564.html .aY-Y& :(¥)¥ <))y

s i) . SN i g i asks VT RE ) Cogiiny )3 g dason

9iS (Samyalyie ylojlo il « Sogn oduan danyi . IS (e 53yl Naws . (WY VE) ()l Sy —



0‘0’ I
/ Yol |5l dogoes ple sl Wb 5 iSns (gylane (slalind Soms 1oy K0 g LighS |

- Aagarryev, E. & Khodzhanigazov, T., (1995). Turkmenistan on the Greut Silk Road. Ashhabud.

- Aghalari, B. & Salimi, S., (2024). “Archaeological Stratigraphy of Girdi Sheytan Site in
Piranshahr Plain; Evidence from The Parthian and Chalcolithic Periods”. Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan
Shenasi Iran, 13(39): 7-38. http://doi.org/10.22084/nb.2022.25429.2436

-Aghalari, B. & Dehpahlavan, M., (2011). “Cultural Characteristics of North-Western Iran during
Parthian Period With a View to Findings of the Second Season of Explorations in the Old Mound of
Pasgah Tappeh Si”. Journal of archaeological studies, 3(1): 15-43.

- Bernard, P., (1996). “The Seleucids in Central Asia”. Articles on the history and civilizations of
Central Asia, vol. 1, Translated by: Sadegh Malek Shahmirzadi, Tehran: Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Publications.

- Bivar, A. D. H., (1981). “The Second Ostracon from Qumis”. IRAN, XIX: 81-84. PL. L. https://
doi.org/10.2307/4299707

- Binandeh, A., (2012). “A New Archaeological Research in Northwestern Iran: Prehistoric
Settlements of Little Zab River Basin”. The Internationalv Journal of Humanities, 19 (2): 27-42.
http://eijh.modares.ac.ir/article-27-9547-en.html.

- Boucharlat, R. & Lcomte, O., (1987). Fouiles De Tureng Tepe. Sous, la direction, de Jean
Deshayes, 1, Center, de Recherches Archeologiques. paris.

- Brosius, M., (2006). The Persians: An Introduction. London & New York: Routledge, ISBN
978-0-415-32089-4. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203068151

- Curtis, V. S., (2001). “Parthian Belts and Belt Plaques”. Iranica Antiqua, XXXVI.

- Garavand, Afrasiab. (2018). Report of the First Season of the Salvage Excavation at the
Sughanlu 4 Site (Kani Sib Dam Basin, Piranshahr). Archive of the Research Institute of Archaeology
(Unpublished).

- Garavand, Afrasiab. (2019). Report of the Second Season of the Salvage Excavation at the
Sughanlu 4 Site (Kani Sib Dam Basin, Piranshahr). Archive of the Research Institute of Archaeology
(Unpublished).

- Garavand, Afrasiab. (2020). Report of the Third Season of the Salvage Excavation at the
Sughanlu 4 Site (Kani Sib Dam Basin, Piranshahr). Archive of the Research Institute of Archaeology
(Unpublished).

- Harmatta, J., (1994). History of Civilization of Central Asia. Vol. 2, UNESCO.

- Herrmann, G., Kurbansakhatov. K. & Simpson. ST. J., (2000). “The international Merv
project,preliminary report on the Eighth season”. Journal of the British Institute of Persian studies,
IRAN, VOL. XXXVIII. https://doi.org/10.2307/4300579

- Herrmann, G. & Kurbansakhatov, K., (1994). “The international Merv project,preliminary
report on the Second season”. Journal of the British Institute of Persian studies, IRAN, VOL. XXXII.
https://doi.org/10.2307/4299905

- Hejebri Nobari, A., Binandeh, A., Neyestani, J. & Vadati Nasab, H., (2012). “Excavation at
Lavin Tepe in north west Iran”. In: ANES, 49: 95-117. http://dx.doi.org/10.2143/ANES.49.0.2165721

- Invernizzi, A., (2009). Nisa partica. les sculture ellenistiche, centro Ricerhe Aecheologiche E
Scavi, Di Torino, Missione in Turkmenistan.

- Kaim, B., (2008). “The Parthian settlements in the Serakhs Oasis”. PARTHICA, PISA, ROMA,
Editor in chief, Antonio Invernizzi, MMIX.

- Keall, E. J., (1967). “Qal’eh-i Yazdigird: A Sasanian Palace Stronghold in Persian Kurdistan”.
Iran, 5: 99-121. https://doi.org/10.2307/4299591



I :"
|YF6F 168 Bylos [ £5 Sl | 51 YoF /£

- Keall, E. J., (2002). “Qal’eh-e Yazdigird”. Dossiers d’Archéologie, 271: 64-71. https://doi.
org/10.1093/gao0/9781884446054.article.T070233

- Keall, E. J., (1983). “A Persian Castle on the Silk Roads”. In: Silk Roads, China Ships : an
Exhibition of East-West Trade, edited by John Vollmer. Toronto, Ontario: Royal Ontario Museum.

- Kiani, M. Y., (1982). Parthian sites in Hyrcania the Gurgan Plain, Archaologische, Mittelungen
aus IRAN. Erg.Bd, 9, Berlin.

- Khanmohammadi, B., (2019). “Report on the excavation of the Soghanloo Tepe in Piranshahr”.
17" Archaeological Conference, Vol. 1, Tehran: Archaeological Research Institute: 363-369.

- Kleiss, W., (1973). “Qaleh Zohak ih Azarbijan”. AMI, 6: 163-196.

-Kroll, S., (2005).“The Southern Urmia Basin in The Early Iron Age”. Iranica Antiqua, XL: 65-
85. https://doi.org/10.2143/1A.40.0.583200.

- Kroll, S., (2005). Contributions to Bastam II. Ausgrabungen in den Urartdischen Anlagen 1976-
1978. (Wolfram Kleiss ed.), Teheraner Forschungen V (Berlin 1988).

- Lecomte, O., (2005). “The Iron age of Northern Hyrcania”. Iranica Antiqgua, XL. https://doi.
org/10.2143/1A.40.0.583222

- Lecuyot, G., (2007). Ai Khanum Reconstructed, in After Alexander (Central Asia before Islam).
Edited by Joe Cribb and Georgina Hermann, Oxford University Press Inc, New York, Part 6. https://
doi.org/10.5871/bacad/9780197263846.003.0007

- Livshits,V. A., (1993). “A Parthian Inscription on a vessel from Ak-Depe”. IRAN, XXXI. https://
doi.org/10.2307/4299889

- Masson & Pugancenkova, (1982). The Parthian Rehtons of Nisa. Firenz.

- Mohammadifar, Y & Arab, A., (2014). “An Study of the Clinky Ware Composition in the
Hamadan Region Applying PIXE, XRF and XRD Aiming to Show the Similarities and Diversities”.
Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan Shenasi Iran, 3(4): 57-76.

- Mohammadifar, Y., (2015). Archaeology and Parthian Art. Samt Publications.

- Omrany R. H., (2008). Sassanian Walls, Hinterland Fortresses and Abanoned Ancient Irrigated
landscapes, the 2007 season on the Great wall of Gorgan and the wall of TAMMISHE. The British
Institute of Persian studies, XLVI.

- Pilipko, V. N., (2008). The central Ensemble of the fortress Mihrdatkirt layout and chronology.
PARTHICA, PISA, ROMA, Editor in chief, Antonio Invernizzi, MMIX.

- Puschnigg, G., .(2008). Helenistic Echoes in Parthian Merv:transformation and adaptation in
the ceramic repertoire. PARTHICA, PISA, ROMA Editor in chief, Antonio Invernizzi, MMIX.

- Ricciardi, R. V., (1980). Archaeological survey in the upper Atrek valley (Khorasan,IRAN).
preliminary report, MESOPOTAMIA, XV. LICOSA.

- Sariandi, V. 1., (2008). The palace —Temple complex of North Gonur”. Anthropology &
Archeology of FEurasia, 47 (1). https://doi.org/10.2753/AAE1061-1959470101

- Schoff, W. H., (1914). Parthian Stations By Isidor of Charax, An Account of the Route Between
the Levant and India in the First Century B.C. ARES Publishers INC, Chicago.

- Schmidt, E. F., (1937). Excavation at Tepe Hissar Damgan. Philadelpia. https://doi.
org/10.9783/9781512818574

- Sharifi, M., (2011). “New evidence on cultural relations in northeastern iran in the Parthian
period: results of Archaeological excavations at Dibaj Damghan”. In: Silk Road magezine, washington
University, 9: 42-52.

- Sharifi, M., (2019). “The Middle Bronze Age in the Little Zab Basin in Light of the Excavations



&

/ I Vol 1 lSl g plo Jb Wb 5 3sSme (gylono (slalind Koo 1ol Sicd g LighyS |

of Barde Zard Tepe, Northwest Iran”. Iranian journal of Archaeological Studies, 9: 39-56. http://
dx.doi.org/10.22111/ijas.2019.6505

- Sharifi, M., (2019). “Study on the Cultural Relations of the Kesht Dasht Tepe in the Parthian
Period Based on the Second Archaeological Excavation”. Pazhoheshha-ye Bastan Shenasi Iran,
9(22): 143-162. http://dx.doi.org/10.22084/nbsh.2019.18328.1889.

- Sharifi, M., (2020). “Excavations at Barveh Tepe: New Insights into the Early Bronze Age in
Northwest Iran”. Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 29 (2): 287-303. https://doi.org/10.1086/710363

- Sharifi, M., (2021). “Cultural Interactions of Little Zab River Basin in Chalcolithic / Bronze age
Northwest of Iran”. Journal of Archaeological Studies, 3, 13 (27): 93-116. https://doi.org/10.22059/
jarcs.2020.305384.142892

- Sharifi, M., (2022a). “The Late Chalcolithic settlement of Gird-i Ashoan in the Zab basin,
northwest Iran”. Ancient near eastern studies, ANES, 59: 53-79. http://dx.doi.org/10.2143/
ANES.59.0.3291189

- Sharifi, M., (2022b). “Gird-i Ashoan During the Late Chalcolithic, Based on the Second Season
of Excavation in Northwest of Iran, 2022”. Journal of archaeological studies, 14 (2: 30). https://doi.
org/10.22059/jarcs.2022.322632.143011

- Sharifi, M.& Helwing, B., (2023). “Absolute (14C AMS) and Relative Chronologies of Barveh
Tepe in the Upper Lesser Zab Basin and a Study of Painted Bronze Age Ceramics (Based on the
Second Season Excavation)”. Journal of Archaeological Studies, 2 (15: 33): 133-153. https://doi.
org/10.22059/jarcs.2024.360950.143217

- Sharifi, M., (2023). “Excavation in Sardasht in Parthian period”. In: The book series ‘The Culture
of the lesser Zab basin, Based on Archaeological Excavations in Sardasht’, ICAR, Tehran.

- Schlumberger, D., (1998). The Art of the Part, Cambridge History of Iran. Vol 3, Part 2, edited
by Ehsan Yarshater, Tehran: Amirkabir Publications.

- Trinkause, K. M., (1981). The Partho-sassanian North East Frontier:settlement in the Damghan
plain, Iran. university of Pensyilvania, unpublished Tez.

- Usmanova, Z. 1., (1992). “New material on Ancient Merv”. Journal of the British Institute of
Persian studies, IRAN, XXX. https://doi.org/10.2307/4299869

- Villard, U. M. de., (1938). “The Iranian Temple of Taxila”. In: Pope, Arthur Upham & Ackerman,
Phyllis (eds.), A Survey of Persian art from prehistoric times to the present (1981 Centennial edition),
vol. 1, New York: Maxwell Aley Literary Associates, 1981, 3 ed: 445-448.

- Williams, T. & Kurbansakhatov, K., (2002). “The Ancient Merv project,preliminary report
on the first season”. Journal of the British Institute of Persian studies, IRAN, XL. https://doi.
org/10.2307/4300617

-Waters, K. H., (1974). “The Reign of Trajan, part VII: Trajanic Wars and Frontiers. The Danube
and the East”. in: Temporini, Hildegard (ed.), Aufstieg und Niedergang der romischen Welt. Principat.
11.2, Berlin: Walter de Gruyter: 415-427.

- Zavyalov,V. A., (2007). The fortification of the city of Gyaur kala, Merv, in After Alexander
Central Asia before Islam. Edited by loe Cribb & Georgina Herrmann. https://doi.org/10.5871/
bacad/9780197263846.003.0016

- Zalaghi, A. & Maziar, S., (2022). “Kohne Tepesi: A Kura-Araxes and Parthian settlement in the
Araxes River Basin, Northwest [ran”. Journal of Iran National Museum, 2 (1): 77-100.



