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Islamic art, characterized by its distinct cultural, religious, and social dimensions,
has long served as a symbolic medium for conveying religious and societal
concepts. Within this tradition, Islamic gravestones integrate artistic and spiritual
elements, frequently featuring motifs such as the bow. As an emblem of weaponry
and military prowess, the bow carries deep symbolic significance. Khalkhal County,
known for its ancient history and rich cultural heritage, is an important area for the
preservation of such gravestones. The Archacology Museum of Khalkhal houses a
diverse collection of gravestones that reflect the region’s artistic and cultural variety.
This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach, combining library research
with field investigations to document and analyze bow motifs on five gravestones
of box-shaped and cradle-shaped forms. Findings reveal that the bow motif, beyond
its aesthetic qualities, symbolizes the link between the earthly and spiritual realms
and represents resilience against the passage of time. These motifs are frequently
accompanied by decorative elements such as floral designs, vegetal forms, and
geometric patterns, creating a complex visual language for expressing religious and
cultural ideals. Comparative analysis with examples from other regions indicates that
gravestones featuring bow motifs are predominantly box-shaped and often paired
with depictions of swords. The study emphasizes the necessity of preserving and
documenting such artifacts, which act as vital symbols of the cultural and historical
identity of Islamic society and play a central role in transmitting religious and social
values.
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Introduction

Islamic funerary art, as a profound and symbolic facet of Islamic culture, reflects societal values,
religious beliefs, and aesthetic principles through its visual elements (Grabar, 1992; Ruggles,
2011). Among these elements, the bow motif occupies a prominent position, symbolizing strength,
bravery, and the link between the material and spiritual realms (Kazempour & Shokrpour, 2021).
Islamic tombstones adorned with bow motifs serve as more than mere grave markers; they embody
the cultural and historical narratives of the communities that produced them (Charaee, 2008).
This research focuses on Islamic tombstones preserved in the Archaeology Museum of Khalkhal
County, a region notable for its rich material culture and historical artifacts. It examines the artistic,
cultural, and symbolic dimensions of the bow motifs found on these tombstones. Specifically, the
study seeks to analyze the design and symbolism of bow motifs, explore their broader associations
within Islamic cultural and spiritual contexts, and compare them with similar motifs from other
Islamic regions (Mohammadian et al., 2020). Through this comparative lens, the research aims to
deepen the understanding of Islamic funerary art and highlight its role in safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage (Setarnezhad & Afkhami, 2021).

Methods

This descriptive—analytical study investigates weapon motifs, particularly bows, depicted on
Islamic gravestones in the Archaeology Museum of Khalkhal County. Data collection involved
both library research and fieldwork, including photographic documentation and motif analysis
using CoreDRAW software. Five gravestones featuring weapon motifs were selected for detailed
examination. To interpret and compare the motifs with those found in other Islamic regions, the
study applied content analysis and comparative analysis. The research tools included photography,
digital illustration software (CorelDRAW), and bibliographic resources. Fieldwork was
constrained by several limitations: the physical degradation of motifs, restricted access to certain
gravestones, and the paucity of specialized scholarly resources. All procedures adhered to ethical
research standards, including obtaining official authorization from the museum for photography

and documentation.

Findings

The bow motifs on the tombstones of Khalkhal serve as profound visual representations of the deeply
embedded cultural, religious, and spiritual values of Islamic societies. These motifs are intricately
carved with remarkable detail and are frequently accompanied by decorative elements such as
floral designs and geometric patterns, forming a rich, multi-layered symbolism. In certain cases,
the bow is paired with additional martial symbols, such as swords or prayer niches (mihrabs) which
both enhance visual appeal and reinforce symbolic meanings of strength, protection, and divine

guardianship (Setarnezhad & Afkhami, 2021). The symbolism of the bow extends far beyond its
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aesthetic function. It identifies the deceased as both a defender of the faith and a protector of societal
values, signifying their contributions to the defense of their community (Charaee, 2008). Within the
broader framework of Islamic cosmology, the bow also resonates with concepts of cosmic balance
and resilience, suggesting a spiritual dimension that emphasizes endurance in the face of hardship
(Kazempour & Shokrpour, 2021). In this regard, the motif reflects not only martial prowess but
also the enduring strength of the soul, transcending physical death. Consequently, the tombstones
of Khalkhal function as more than markers of death; they are integral components of the region’s
cultural landscape, underscoring the community’s unique identity while simultaneously echoing
broader Islamic funerary traditions observed elsewhere. The careful use of durable materials and
sophisticated carving techniques demonstrates the community’s respect for its heritage and its
commitment to preserving cultural continuity (Grabar, 1992). Comparative analysis with similar
motifs from regions such as Azerbaijan and Central Asia reveals shared cultural themes martial
strength and spiritual resilience alongside distinctive local stylistic expressions. Such regional
variations in artistic practice contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of shared cultural
values (Kleiss, 1969). The bow motif reached its height during the Ilkhanid and Safavid periods,
reflecting its central role in the socio-cultural structures of these eras. Its continued usage in these
periods underscores the enduring significance of the motif within Islamic art and society (Nicolle,
1996). Ultimately, the bow motifs on the tombstones of Khalkhal are not merely ornamental. They
stand as powerful symbols reflecting the intersection of martial, spiritual, and cultural values that

have shaped the region’s identity and affirmed its place within the broader Islamic world.

Conclusion

The bow motifs on Islamic tombstones in Khalkhal embody a synthesis of art and spirituality,
symbolizing the connection between the material and spiritual realms of life and death. These
tombstones, adorned with intricate designs and decorative elements such as floral, vegetal, and
geometric patterns, convey messages of strength, stability, and the bond between heaven and earth.
In all examined cases, the bas-relief designs are accompanied by mihrab motifs, underscoring
the spiritual and religious significance of these works. Across different historical periods, these
motifs served as markers of the social, cultural, and religious status of the deceased, reflecting
the prevailing beliefs of the Islamic community of the time. Comparative analyses reveal that
such designs were shaped by cultural, social, and religious transformations over the centuries,
offering valuable insights into the historical and artistic evolution of the region. The preservation
and documentation of these tombstones not only safeguard cultural heritage but also advance our

understanding of the cultural and spiritual connections that define Islamic history.

Acknowledgments
The authors would like to express their sincere gratitude to all those who assisted them in carrying

out this research



7

| Younespour & Azizifar: An Analytical Study of Bow Motifs in Islamic...| ]38 I /

Observation Contribution
In this study, the first author contributed 60% through data collection, result analysis, and writing
the main sections of the article. The second author contributed 40% through scientific review,

analytical suggestions, and final revisions.

Conflict of Interest

The financial resources for this article were provided by the authors.



5l soke doliliad .‘.

YOYASIAYe & SCogpsl sbla - \YESFY o Ll sbls

wu. )
[ VFF | 108 8ylois | $5 Jlow | v

ol L 890 oDl (S pB S 35 oS S g 7 b 9 ks

JUls oliwpest

DM3z3e it g0 mige plole

(Uins 5s3) Oyl eyl e slesoy) o ol&tils oo lain pole 80Kl « puslis s liusly 0,8 ¢ solis bl Ayl ooy |S el 1

Email: Mahan.younespour@gmail.com

bl e eyl soms 0Bl ¢ olatn] pole 50Kty ¢ pulis oliwl 05,8 e it liusly aiyl iy l§ ggzeitsls TN

oS>

Wi wledb)

ol Sq olyis e ojlsen g5 celaialy (cpde ((Sipyd sla (Siug a aagi Lol i
ool a3 S (ool 1o ccawl 03,5 Jos cloanl g 0 padlie JLas yo ooles
393 )0 ) oleS Lo (ladles (pols (9 oybil ohag s csone g 5y yolis S L
by )15 slosos ool allas ey g 23w 51 (soles g leS it caslosls gls
ysB S ol iolod 5 ()9450 50 ot Gblo 51 (S 18 Sy s (14 G L o JLsds
48 ol 955b58 Sl s b S glysl ghls Js (il 3550 29y o0 sloisdy
(el o 3500 L iy ol s adlaie ol (Kb s 5 55 i bl
Sloacs (6,513,8 _5lse (slbiyys 5 (slBL0lS lalllne §ogbosl §aizes (sLmools oas plo]
Rl el o (il 5 Julo slo)lsaS g (Bgaio ;8 S diged iy 50 oleS o5 5
czline e oolin by slaasin progdle oy S ol ) OleS s a5 sl o gLt gy
s &y olag 535 1l 5 ISl 51 (ooles 5 (s5y3T 5 (g0 555 olee g 5l Gree
S it sy 5 olalS da IS usile (i slasles ;800 L Yoano Lo laS S oo
o sl (o S e Jizin ) (Sanyd g (00 easlie sl (Slodzen (g ol 4 wlows
31 Baes e s hls (slaypd S a8 umd oo olts gblie polu sl bt (ladiges b sl
g bds coeal o Laadl oyl alasd) J5e pined b olyen LIS Lo 25 (10l 5 0392 (Sgio g9
i oYl dnaly Sl 9 (Samyd cign | olmsles lyre g 5yl w8 UT ol (5o itans
s elaznl g bie el JLEDI )5 sl

liblos ole b (JdS ¢ ool 3 Saus 10y 3lgals

&5 https://doi.org/10.22034/Athar.1859
a5 :allio g8
WYO-VOA : w0
VEY/Ve/of :dlyo &L

AR TAVACES S Y P
Vo /e /o) 2 Sy Gy

Sl ook doliliad
(Pl slacl g anl daSaagg, &y

I O R8T 5 (Ko lon sltngy
b
GRS s Foaen olSiag

VoA :(VeR) ¥5 ‘)3\ ((LJL’>J> uLwJ)Je{iv wuuub é),.o LS°>L”’| L;Lm).ékfvu.u PEl uLoSuw 9 C)Jo)_v M» (VoY) ‘J)_c ‘)3‘5).0)& 9 ‘uLbLo Byl e A &%}I

https://doi.org/10.22034/Athar. 1859 .\Yd

https:/athar.richt.ir/article-2-1859-fa.htm! :dypid dilobw 43 Ao Lol doxio

cunl (8808 5 Sumpbelne oBiimngsy calia oyl ©VFF Lcunl ()l () odiangs & Blate itms ool il 3> () ©

ol 3o 5yl 40 2 pdie bl coley L g allie o g dlitwl o bgpiie ol 51 gy Lotinne Bl g 93 2 g odibpiiiin yy BlsS oot allie oyl I > OPENaACCEss

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).



https://orcid.org/0009-0000-7015-6957
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-4830-584X

7

[VFoF | 964 Byleis | 5 Jluws | 51 Y¥o I/

dodile
(Sinyd I3 51 48 ol connlio oS o« 50 e saogle iyl (S e (bl 1
5 ooled cgpas lagSll 1 ST L gun ol wilalsyy (ool dsoly cslozal sla il 5
Sy ool 5 (olannl ¢ Simpd ol dawslyes gyl Jobo 5 45 consl (Yo Basmo Sk a5 bl
oSy g e I3 slaagsS LS cladlo jids ¢ wide duwdin | eslitw! .(Blair & Bloom, 2006) sslsel
b3l Leises Lo S ol 080 (Sl i 0 Ses (53 o] dianilys dyima 5 5 453
5 ol slaSinyd lis 03l ilalas ;Sblos aSl it ool drols (hadd 5 amde (sLaysl
AL by 8 S ¢ ol yio 55668 slasgls jLieyd .(Canby, 2009) 4y o Hlacisds 35 oSwlyue
Smloply Job> (a3 lislog i)l ogdle ((Slodl yim 5 (g)lame 5l (e plgie s Ul ol syl o5
ot sl 5l ylie S . (Ettinghausen et al., 2001) dxwd zolss 90l 81 ooy g cloin] cosn daysls
! glaygb g  Sinyd ounlis ‘ng 38y oyl g cogn (31 Las yogile dS ditud (805 plye
5 ol ol (bl kbt ysbcos adlate j 50 S ol (slyame oSS 08 o Jiiite
syl ylis Lo 355 ol )0 £ o Jdoas (ol hsd (slaylie o (S YAV ¢ 5y1o) ol Sy
U o2l 5 o g i g Simgd oyl ¢ usliti il lalllas (gl (s diantsyyl polie daaaSs
Coganl (Sampd g (S0l Voo Julod )0 9 0390 elbsl gelsn (eloal wliwlio g batpail Sasao izl
5 oolaswl o oMl (slay B Ky A sla S 51 (SO OV F YA (e ¢ 0155, L) 5ylo  Slslys
Sz alsisas oboS cbiagml 3 0l § (Simyb s (Slas hId Sy aS cenl (ols 353 g Laoles
s @l lsis s (los (s jogdle (laS )l julaze (2Bl dayd i | ()l 50 r0led juaie
0353 &l sy 9 olsl s bLl g dus o)y ole el 3l (gols codhaol Sy o St 5 K>
ol clajpe 5l eblas 5 6l S Lo oyl 4 olaoygd 55 sjugas cdles oyl .(Grabar, 1992) ¢l
.(Ruggles, 2011) cewl 05,10y oSl Siimyd 5 i 53 00528 63yl 009 Ay

oo Slaoby 5 ila sl slaSimyd il g ( SLrb] juas 53 o9 ¢ codhasl (ko (slaeygs
ool ) g oite JBI L olayd Ko i SIS ool olrebydl )5 45 gt 5 Byas g2 pn
Sy olambydl osten 5l blie ;0 bpBSiw ool alie gladiges s jlioy ohel e dles
sl gy 55 (DO Moo ol o ca3l) 29 o oumliio 55 STy Gl S rdsplabus (sl o
Obs 3435 Jolods 4 (g35ue lalllas ol o ot o ool 0lygd (glaylie K 8,10 ouip ]
63 it ¢ olaslis diagyd omsls sl st 53815 U ol s tciens] amdly olazs] U1 Lyl s L
ool sl g 5 395 g0 (slnyd S by odirplon] lalllas .ol 4 g Ul ol Juloxs 4
o 2ol Sygod 9 0392 39a5xe ()5Sl it oS 585 (Shld A4S ladiged ohugd (LS liwyed
ol ol (soolund jloss iy slaally (psis (ols o Shas Jedods lpd S ol ailosss
5 saivdiibs (gHlwdizume 10 39390 sla dwlS (ol b tas)ly Slold coanl cuwlisn SKonyb g o gy
28T 21 88 (o g Sl ol 4 2 5L dmd o LS | 039 (0l )3 gy U g eyl Julovs
ol 35,15 1,3 llaols canning 33 b s 1y 31 nped S 31 3 B 21on cbslos Jaocia Lo Jobo
o 40 005,80« temghy 0l 5 S oo iz g0 ]y ele BU (sladigas 3255 dalllas g (0 ditune gy
wobaisl ladiges ool (g5luwdiime 4o i ds g ool diud leS’ a5 ghlo aS ass oy ol s S
G2 el jrogdle 05 o 50 Lol 2 D550 gy o 5 o Ss (ol (3439 (suipails Jolis Sl )l
csolinel (Sampd blg) yino S5 jglaieds caitans ol (sla Shog (sl 45 ooy S 2l b oo 0]
G oleS o5 53 Syiiie (sla (Siog 9 LSl (pllits jpogdle Bl sl Bun el 4 @ps0 (Sl
Sy Slblyl Glusb a4 dislys o Laglls ol sl Lasles ol (seloaly (Sanyd sloain) vid sl
8 S8 )BT ol s Bsjlas oelonnl sl gl Lygl Jalos 5 cilises goly> o)lie



7

I YFY Lol slapd S 13 0loS 23 5 250 2 G s siaie 3 9 spp0mise |

oleS b (5555 9 (5l b sla S (Vs3lassylie (romgsy (ol (slo Sy 1 bl G by
b1 (sl B Sis JISCbl 15 31 (Y Semm Sl (lianyt paslis il g0 53 35550 (slgd S 3

S e Jitie ) (conlae 4 by B S 53 Lo 3985 5 £y (V Saitn (oo 98 4 5l gl it

ladlie 5o (g9 i jLel (uySyen Siiiigny bawgh \bepiwss oll jo oMl slaylie Siw ole aslllas
20 9l 3l g - OFFY co0Sy0) Lo w8 059> (4ol 50 atepllas lalllas (sl (slasns) coaiionsy
g (aw slapia S Conla jol) oMl slaylie S cylyul (i sl (lgie Lags 43150 (gl g
35l2y9) 08 WS Lol g (5SSt o (godlasl g (o2 sLaSinyd 13l o 59 9 01 Jh (e
Aoy oll (Bl sl ol s ol (sla 3 S Julow do  Slise g 50 (Sl Loy (VY5
el ool (glashato 535 5 ) Ul ol el g (o 1 ooy coloin] oo Julse 250
(paBl Bgyre 5 ( lydor ¢ ol oy 8 S yo (S lgal s b adasly )0 . (WA ( Slad) cowl 03,8
e A ‘((O‘)—.." L;o}l_w‘ 01)9.) )9.»..9 S B AR u_ip u‘g\)‘ ul_))l.:)_) B3 ub_a..c- l_) LS]A_H.QA JL)
O ols o lalllas ;800 51 (Voo cpaBl Bgyre o (olylio) ailaxslog ool calisee 3ol jo jogds oy ]
((J.ﬁ.g.))] UL‘-“’)Q(“’ L{oiwl 3)9\) L;Ltb).d&a_w X9 daxlllroy u‘s.».f— L: ((Ls).oj YY) M)‘uwh.w)lf Q_Abul.:l.:
395 -V ((gyad) Camwl 001 )l adlais 0_31 LSLQ)‘}"’&-“‘ slrdiges 3l 580 grj"’b‘" A.SJ)S o,Ls!
ul.,..w).e(w L;c}l.w‘ Oba) Lgl.m)]),o&».w wL_w)_: AR 95) U'?“& Cod LgldJLaA).b «.)I)J)L..w BVESV «L;o..?:ﬁl
(Voo I3y liuw 5 (cosedl) wolaasloy ddlaie oyl (olapd Sinw cwyy 4 (B Lol S Gl yo (L85,
ol slaylie i ol 5 (sumdids ¢ wlidndsd) Glgae e Koo gladlie jo s pa S35l
bl st Jlosts (slpd Siis ooy 40 (5o 890 L B (Sl 8)90 (6350 dlllae) (ll oy Jlois
aled sl analdl Siw 1 Aoy Glaie b (6,500 dlie 1o (g5 ¢(Vo) ¢y 8o 5 0555 li) ol asislayy
o2l Sy B S aloxs 40 (VFY 500y 9 0135l (il o8 Jlons) e e ;) )liasysS godhas!
(i golio plareds ol (sl B Siw oo uiad o lis Ly gl dcgaze ool .ol dsslayy dilaie
s cilisee slasygd y0 poles dde g cloin] bulyid usdObL A8 conl Syl g Sinyd

(olaS oiugd Bl Sun (Bo (Bl g 039 (Alodi= hnosi £53 5l Lol ol MR (Y9,
L;LQDJ‘.) | u).:.b Y g JL?zb uL-w)e(» Gw‘.wul.w;b 3)9.40 )9 D9>90 L;o\).wl L;Ub).dg.g.u» -
Ol ctmgis ladiges laicd oleS o b (i8I (i shld dges e Loyl Lol 5 0940
sl oS 5 o poled pdlie cunyy e g Sl (ol gy 99 51 Laesls Julods asas
Jelo 9 6391955 (slh sl 03,5 gy« godhosl 3blie yolis o Lo slaaisas b (s oyl duplio (s
aloxjl el o eolbiw! (clasBolsS xulie g CorelDRAW Hl38ley5 ¢ cwlSe ymyg0 yulas  laylil 51 Lasols
J)‘)A u_plo.; su_wl)_g\) uwa ..))So)l_ﬁﬂ 0)g> O_")‘).) @Mé_:t.n \)9_ng9 Lm).\ﬁ&.\_m u_alo;du (L pa d
ol 4B 90 850 (Ngtame 31 o) jyme d3] g (IS Jguol coley b mgsy

axlllas 3yg0 dilako gy § nog
o ol 5L S35 30 5 5L B 590 51 s plas 0yl lezn vy 45 (JUs wlibrslinbs 350



7

| Y668 [ 168 Blacit | £5 Jlw | 51 VFY I £

2 ¥ee 3l Gy Jolit g0 o Jlacibty ooyl olicl (5l 5 (Samyd g 35150 51 (S ol
csled] adosleamo o gy |y oSl y 3 ko 9o U p3luslil ey (sLpoygd 1 (slopind as el aiaisy)|
0333 w3 B 9 Adlors Whusno 10g 2 e (i (ad (slrastus 4 pleS e degere (ol jas Lo
o tts Jlis Byl o il by50 4 slate (b a0 Lk 890 51 (b (slaoylgingS (. 52T
Ol s 5 <t Sl Sl sl 51 G 40 boye 1o 0lengS 58 dams (Jlo Jhmdis 50> a8 Lo
laoygd au glate (Sl sl B S 5l slacsame uin o 13,5 opLil Sl Jladis codd L yagd
el o g 850 LS )3 a5 cojge yal D9 0 ()24S5 0350 (2l )3 cgio U (SBT3l ¢ oSl cilise
2 5o gn 45l Jd)) sl paB Lt 890 4 51 (S0 plgie o S (b sl 50 5 (o)
yols Jlo 5 syl 35y oyol diliastio U ol b sy e dos ool oo Ul g 53 o) FAY Lo

5 3939 1l 51 ogas du3L el § 034 At «LlSel DgeS ddonl ciliste Jo¥od

uoﬁw‘ a‘)gb 3 &é O}’U}g‘

LoogyS 3ol 2 (o292 S5 345 9 solin 5 el 51 2150 0295 A5l (slajls (ol (sl Lo ol il 2 5
Lo pI8 i coleiasl oo e Sias 5l ool oliol (sliglisl 50 o gt salises (clogzo 4
5 5ol 3l epSopo b bl cgley e d8L (WY IWAY ¢ 60yt i o) 153508y Iy b S Jo 85 pun yo
30335 (Lo )leS b axd)S oy (g3lb (slaaies 51.0,5 udgs 5yl odizmy (ot s slacslpe
Lo 3 31 oo izl . (Felix, 2015) 15g balus g <y 51 (soled 095 dugids SOy iy sl Soliys
N385 55 paly (Simpd g b ooloznl (Susp ool (galos o aSh i o ot allss sl gopm 42
Sr92e G L gygileal (eSS 9 Lijye s e ol S 1o 53 a8 5l S5 plgisay g3 252
Sl (o dusgy gt 4 ccde Ly poB SO Samyd g copgn 5l (goles (lyie o 2o iz wi £3,S o0 <L)
533 sy oyl 0B 5l i U (oot 090 50 (0 ITAA (g ) 3,5 oo SiaS eloin] (S )L
i 9 i ()8 S )3 bl 5l (gmslas Leis § el 0asles B Laojse 53 s ol 3l (>3 e
Sl (S raB gy ptin U 3l 009)8 o (Syel slghdl S 85100 wledbl o5 oo oanliie (508 gy
o gyl L 5 € slaslion e lagoly s S slocddls hss U p3lol yio o 51 cnsl 3905x0
Ol gid )5 cwlal 145y SO o gl £535 9 damgi «bisaor g (olsleier ldgaliny e ol Sy
o2 lag slagdls (IS drss 90 4 g3 oo ) oasl 0ygo slagles it S (ool (gl praiyns 3l L0 g
o) dawg (Nicolle, 1996) 35S wuunds yuus 9 0y dilo (2815 slagSuw 5 4 LoS g 13 c0js « puians ra o
S cn yadli 55 (S ol g (513 (Lo gl 51 aS g0 (S (slajls s Leiias Lnylydl S
yiads 1905l g g bz b Lus sy 395 _bsSis 5l 4 lysas bygd y SSin lil b s anio
© olsSee Lyl oot 3105 oot ol Scuatio (YL clpe L 0958 g s 5,5 050 cLeS g 5
2S5 (ki (oo 4 (y35e (Sl 5 l0ymgn (V5 (claass ., o)Ll Lajlasl sl g (5306 < Gie
19 bl (§pSptier cdydn dasho )93 50 Pl ci L g (S 39 )93 ool Sl e 5|
Adgi i o o555 0385 9 b L )5 9 2958 i e il (o i wS B Bl 5 (ol
22 B)S L8 ( (i olyolr assle plzyls angidyge (> 5 w0 plal iilalis (slaol)lS 5o Sl 1]
8)93 oyl Oy (gl Sas 5015 s 1 sl (Lol glgy Judod |y 098 coon] 3y (clazSluw )L 5 8y90
paBl Bgpme 5 (o) WS o Al dnshio 855 (g3l s ks 315 Aild (1 g i > ybin
(YA ) ¥eo

o3l 0lyg3 53 (e ld slagdw
o o)Ll ()l 4 35 e 5 (231 LT 51 (gl ) 48 sl (oo3lanl (193 oo (sLvales 51 (S yuads



7

I\fv|m@%M¢@3wﬁo“J@m#ﬂJ#mAﬁ&d?umr&|

locdy i b ole jore 4o Lol gy oyl iz 3l g 00l ol odluol g0 Aol (slaydiads .l
0dy sladd oy dined (gl pdiedds 0Bl copp b ((udiod Y9y 05gds (Vg8 (ol e ¢ g9l
Layous L (Elgood, 1994) Wi o aslis 395 lygd cirio sloySalss glgic s I gpmdocdlhassl g
aisle gy ol L Layomid 505 iy @llan 5 S48 lacSin (s Juo LB sl 5150
25 (ol 093 53 (698 9593 (Slag s 5l leS g 13 50 o 0ot ool (Lo 25 9 (ungiss>
Lo Lo ol .ol (lotg cnon] cpllasoylus yoguas 4y cbiloluns ol Liayd Sy (slaeleS 3l oolial
Amin,) aiesls Y 3,5 ¢ 8 o 4t Lus s cns § Ulga> #Ls cogn iile (g3lio 31 45
Jinliw glileie 5 Glawle oley slaopd )0 yoguas & plabue (o leS )lee caolio sl By 50 (1981
xdld (0L 0,8 oSl pllasoylsus 43 yuin o g 3 d 3 sl Kis y5 Lasjs .(Nicolle, 1996) cowl o
4 395 g gy ddan (Sl ity 4SS (g 8)lgs ylge o a5 0l laoz L odbol slopllasoylgns
oS sl S sl olgie 4 a8 . (Latham & Paterson, 1970) axisls |y pessd (£ bglas
cyond 0y) oy (glys dylan By 0 5 A o ad L bl 51 Ysene oSl (4ol L ai o oolaw] SGop
by 3 48 W39 llabus ol laeyd gl g Y503 51525 (S slays b iy o5 08 b
adald psens 4o Lo g ol clo b ppnd 4o as g5 L L(Elgood, 1994) auxdl JolSS got0 5  Sloie
oo s (slmoyolice 5 Lyl oyl 1500 disLus 5l dlg o g S 5aisSbiyy (sladle 5 Lo rizeio
50,8 o Cnias |y (yacsd (218 bglad o dl g0 Ly L Waoys (55250 5 959)S po oLyl (glS s
by oo S Sy g S oS oS 4559 )0 45 W39 S i g 00l (JSb 4 gl slaaslsyy
9 0392 oy 50 oy 183 st 55 ol eles) JolS g cdpin 3529 L Lol 55 ! sl oolicul
o] sl il (64 SLeT o9y ol 3l ooliasl ylyanl s da il ol 40 cons Siw 1392 150l
ol blakuns jolys 55 (g G2l 51 Jalie Byl o ol b ool (abg) 52 93,5 3k logel 8590 42
2y ol Jeoo e lal eisl sl aliy o [ il dlge b plabuce (Lo s oo dlang) oyl .0y
(SIloe sladys 3l slodas jisw aSpldo dn g5 L olog ) s dge 50 sjosds 9 cubo slaSis 350
2333155 U a5 000 )NS50 5 i 3598 sLaaliyy 510392 )b Lol g slopoloxe slacSin
5y ol oSl o33 5 Loxdl5 (gloSas (1Y ¥R coblis 5 (glasmays) diiS Lo 350 Laoprlone
Ly 5 o 00litanl 13 5yt yol 50 OlogmSin 5l cdablone (gl 45 W05y (oo slaylil pyinpe
S o ab b sl g oy plas (o0lge 5l 0at (b (SOLob s 9 )8 s e cilisee JISLa] 5o
ool glivoy; (Amin, 1981) w4 oo (2555 0l ol g ot (985 Ly oSl 110 oy 5 oy
el 5392 00 s o i (315 (gLl 51 48 15 o axsLus (gl gLy iyt Yoans
saye 40 030D o lagSin 4 (gt Sy Sl (i liylie 50 5 A3 polie b 5 S o Loy
Elgood,) duisld i slagShw oy )0 gyt coglio 45 050 gl 30,5 JelS g (o (slaoys sloj

(1994

(ol 8593 53 o Carodl g o
5955 93 (satee s 3l 58 U gyl 51 s oy 3148 el i i Lo (gl ll oo 51 (S o)LeS
5 (olaS slagl) yoibcdllani] o S 3l ISy sbods sliol eyl (Bivar, 1972: 283) ol 03, el lagyLu
S 5531033 Aol o LS 9y Sas 05 o S5 (1S 0 e s ]y LS s 90 45 (slasy) o
b b8 Sy el ool s Loy 0l 33 55 40 (5553l ol JUEI s 9 65 03088 ot o (Ll o
Ygazo 5 95 00l Jlows Loy loS Al it Lus 9 00,8 s (9l S 5 6160 8 (sly aal)lS (gl 40
535y duile oasabs dlge 5155 LS 03 o 45 L by Ly SeiiniSlog e ¢yoddllani] (sLnigs 5
Sypo sl laS ¢ )5l cdping 5 Loy e dSL L(Wilcox, 20011 12-13) 4008, o dur puiiop! b llgas



7

[VFeF | 164 Bylecis | 5 Sl | 51 YFF I/

B g Wb oo did Ly 3068w (slavoy 9 wllgus Flis cogn raile Caliseo dlgo oSy 3 aS Wy axd L
208 9 Couoe sl lidgio § o il Wil (2lagded )0 La leS 55 (yal W Bld (gt 33 g
S Wb gl 55 (Syem5 0leS b 92 S slagleS s Lyl 5o wils sla oS« Jansg 19y g )2 509,
M g ollss (gl Leisas (LaS. (00 g ,8) W0,S s (g0l (S la i jo 5 axealy jloasle 3, Slos
bl 5 o Al o g lge ecnyad dlas olyieds gooly o LSy 51 (gyluun 55 aSLs o
Qlsied (ogdyd Rlimlin )3 iy L 0ligo 53 (5l 5 sty aiile placmases (oS slapliwls 5
053 (slogos oBLL 5l ol (Bl hgd 3o HlaS . (Vo YA chiun s ) 4l g yale  ShlkeS
(sl Gl glieys .ol osalin ]2 79 (5pin g (Simd 015568 )L o (183,08 QL 9 090
23S o el oot s 5 itlalin ooy 58 diej 50 a8 b o Cguie collas (g)liol Lgisas (yLeS
gy Ay 1 > AS ol sl 4Bl UL (29340 0)90 (1l (58 slayim 3 s ol Cpenl
39 dioms oyl (Yo IWAS (58 ol 00 00,88 gl do 3leS g 1 L ojelyenl jauan 10 (puS oeyloy
2 0leS g 5 s )l gl (¥ FYAYAS &) nnl 0y S5 15 L B3e8 dad )68 5 ity 15 o8]
oLl 45 ol 98 0 snlie jus  sdele (oladSiuw g Loy «(gylgud pads yulas oy oyl U1, 500
295 (Lol causgpiie g )3 5l ooled dopelygal o ol ioled e cdagd oo b o) o5l el o
ol s Lo o ppe (BEGL LS ¢ SICaI 859 53 .(V0-VF WWAA ¢ Slojysl g 51y3pm) 3,138 o tolesa Iy
5 sihsls g (s cdie 40 dg.aily g (oSS ald o ol plylauw o (L GleS ctly (Samb
lpose) A o oo St SLAL (151 )5 5 (yonsd Bgio (s o 45 gy aiS 2y ety
ol sloasSin g oy Ul yo ¢ ollas dss 1uogdle SISl Simyd o leS cosadl (YA YA ()8 an
sy sl Sl by S Sl (5lodSias iy yy bt ysgm ppriancits -Cansl ddly G5 1 oyg
e 50 daaSiw 1 y938) (VAN ¢ Slojygl g 318y ol diwniis €56 o awd y3  SS L 4S8 amd o oyLis
Lol ) o oBols 5 OlaS's 15 25yl dyally gyt )Ll 5 9 ¥ 9 ¥ Sy S5 g Sl Ay
.(\yay ‘u;jb'sﬁ) Cow! oJJbL.;':..ng@ 059 O-:?‘ L;nUé.} 9 CHJL"'S
ooy 5o ol sloailias 5gm 00,8 o g Iy 595 yooled 5 ollas sBOLs L vo LeS ¢ Slulis byg0 )0
23 gy gy S 5 s A )3 (P93 pliaer cwsd )3 slanys g leS gl 1 Gl ol 3
S slaKamyd yo collas yiaal 3l oo LS (31al 5 leS i o 1358 0 040 liww Gl
Sled g S (glojog Simyd 5 yodled gl gl oSl (ola B K ;0 4 g leS 390 oSl g
e (53100l ep Ml gyl Jobo 50 a5 oo didld (colyS aS aiuwn (60181 Ko &lpn 5 (6)g¥d ey B
olol o oyl 45 col 039y plyanl )50 iy (lled (lgieds 4SSz )3 sl (Hloe 0lgis 4y
3655 cxslonss (555 53 5 LeS sladilo s L 48 lapsB S S o (uSixialy (6353 L5l
Cly) g ren Adadle )5 A S o Jitie |y el 5 clablone laJlowl s s Byre Busle
35S 1a 059 (KO leS ¢ ol ¢ly90 0 .(Maler et al., 2020) L5 o las] il drols  Sinys
SLeSL (5l coyga ol o i sl (gl 53 9,5 ylae 5 (655l Six wyud 5l ooles Gl e s s
LS -39 )10y93 0 (VL ool 51 codlanl Simh )3 5 A g0 031 gal collss ylge g i S lgie s
el (olslyy g o a1 s oy le 5 () a8 51 g0lad plgieas g )l o5y (ool 3Ll 4o
ol (Byno bl 135 (el (lol sl oloets 31 (e3les HLaS L (g3l ey By9mw A AT usle 1,3
5 9 (SeaS JoLas 51 (3les 4o 9 03)95 850y oS o (ool i 53 (0925 pplie dliswlyopen 53 el
510l coenl o cilises coolsyo H5E o3l yolor (o M WAA (8o § (Ldesme) a Jois Jgund
blois s ) Lw gamno) Wdpent o o blabuns (o5 yuB cogis sl ole ol 5 wisls 1 ST
oy o S o (yme 2l 1 w8 B> 51 (S5 ol bl Y lats Cpus (ol YAV
A s (3l A (o 5 (Simyd oS pal il e (530l )3 oyl d s aned plalel



7

I YFO oot loyd S 3 oS s 5 o 2 el 85305 3 9 5920m52 |

> YOS c0anl) g anslis 00 g cellas )8 51 soled plgreds oSl drols jo (o leS g LeS
s oyl g oo @ylaes S5 a0l g0 53 LeS (g3l s Eel ST ol YA (ke
52 alsie s ool 0lygo 50 laS (Yoo SLt) citly (YL o8Ol Llsley 9 bl 055 a8 555
308 &5l 4 lilis 8393 53 Sl ol 0, sl (ollas 5o )3 (p2 3 BB 2 « (S ot sla Bl
byl )3 .l drwgi (gySeiin Habds (LS caliste gyl sl g (551005 50 @yl 5 duuy 355
o) 9B S o )1y B oolianldyge cpedsd sl gitS o3 (gl (2byd sLa Bl o Sy slapleS
9 u_pl.L':.B Gliuyed j0 0y glaglive ysogile ULQS)_A.: Sy 9 695>d_w slooygd 50 . (YFA-YFA AYEA
0o 50 oleS « allas 3,818 1 38l tads o b S S SiSh (ylinl lgie il (sl St puslye
degazn 3l g g o OleS ¢ os70 1 ) as Jud (pdled 5 ()i aits S 4o gy oM
Bl u_eb L;]o)s.\a_,.ul 6‘09_1? )\P\l\w%“a ;,«S\sﬁ\)yo ssle Lg)l_’?l).) g O—-?l A .L:_u).o Lrﬂé”_ao
OLeS L a8 00 00,88 gl sy (uSidon]) lgandawi= glsldass (639290 JS0b 4 o LeS LT
Uhe ‘Lg)ijl!z_w 9 Lg)lf}ié OS2 L;a)_g)lf Lng).:Jb )9 .A_;fdo Lg)'lJ._‘:\)ﬁ.’s Lgld.}l_*dl Q|$5_?-9n Comwdy dg>
colBglan By93 50 B S oo )1y 8 ool ge ciliste colidl (i (gl 9 008 S (KU j50 9 LS
58 T 4S8l 10y S eanliie iy slaplield g (318 slasnl )5 Gl e ) i ol Sl o diges
8y99 ). (¥Y=FV WA (o g yLidesme) ol oats  SIs  alS g oulwl (o5 yliayd bl L
2B B angidgse ol posles § (Adp sladun i g cbl Jials gleS collas 5, S g500
)bl oluassl oy g, s ladims s  SLIB 5 (6,555 clayia 4 15 g gleS ik c0y90 ol
5 0leS 5 )3 L (53lld (63 S0b dysspy> 55 055 (sl oSy 51 (S0 e(lgm sl yoodle cAshio 890
Sl 50 (atno plosdusy (limpys 5 31 By (OY IYAA 0,8 gylae ) oo S 3l ooliunl i o
AYEY uaS) 3y 0 D95 olpad ISt 1o 1y Ul ol ¢ o o o 5 il (YL eylpe (1o leS
e Jloni dile ccadlynl g S a2 (Sl slawsen b bl o ojugds Ladsle yuds oyl (YYY
wlaoles plesl b las 555 yuolic 5 555068 (gylome (sl 45 Sl diwn diws ol
alis 1y oyliwd g Jeas 3 45 J )0 sl eyu8 g  DUlgs sles clel HleS ] 0805y o  Sis
.(Ibrahim, 2016) 4GS oo )y 8y W5y dmal> ;3 Bate o § BUS) yu 4S A0S 0 3ol |y c0lgy 9 dmd o

JUS bjg0 (sLoyd S (B9
48 ol o3l (slayd S 1 wieityyl g (18 (slaegormo Ljne JLSs b cuolis (Ll 590
95 L ST ol Mkt Cilisee 5,5 (sLioy0 50 oo (slinyaly g cSitgd ey 51 _olmogls ,S5bles S5
G 0g8 ]y Sty Ao g it oled 5 elonn] (0 pplie ; S0l 48T ladnaS s g st
Aot 5l Leisas (B ol a8 wload (bl glaS'y 5 (5 L pB S iy cds gozme ol Gliey aiS oo
bl 295 (s 5 pels () L pales slad SIS 51 Sk algs e aSL clan s LB cwlid ol

Y iylosd uSinr
Cogh a0 43I oles 5 collas juolic 5l (S5 295 98 dpascin g pols sla bl b lainygs p8 S
33 Bl oo « bl lins (gl U S Jabass s oyl 1S oo 0yl dgio 3,3 ol 5 eloks ]

ol Ll UPeR uM_alN sl u“‘"b' C‘L"‘" :\Som‘nl.?d‘ LS“U??A:’ ui@‘)b 9 au»l)xaL;JL»Vo dgd> C)T
20 S350 Sy g o b oplie (Slopld s &0 b jo5al 350 )0 (G550 jais plaisd gleS Al
0942 9 03w 123 9 oleS ol (b s jastive zabgh ol So5 9 3y Sl 4S9 )18 ol Sy
o o 30 (3laS LS y0 )l o)Ll L s oyl (9090 (60,8 5 (SIS0 SIS d aS el Slol by



I :"
[YFF [ V64 3yl | £5 JLw| 031 YES /

Jolesto ol a4 9 310 3355 g 0w iS (glAas A D9 o0 003 a9y yuiduadd S ik (i
L;ox»‘ u..an_) LgLfbo)gb £ gayo Lgl.(bc}l.w SM\)ULM.\; UT@‘)'\QB ol ORI 30 paiiaodd dwd .ol 0
L oo SO plgreds Bt cloanl oSl buiad lis cawl 1 Sao yleS ;LS pusiaids (ol cxbge o]
9 (ooliolod ylasil cardls )5 yodiads 9 3550 )3y 9 leS ¢ Js S ozl (SvcaSy dbl (oollas plia Ly (69,8
oo da sl balas g lagz b Solw .ol g cuslod g cyad o coj) slaes,lps siims lis  ohb
L"’u’")'\o O-.’l ‘)_iga 69—“}‘ ‘J._wl.: auisly o)l..i':| u"ﬂ“" i.,\)g\ u-’":?)ls Lngo”\) LW} Cowl OSM 0t uLM.?)S
o2l 48 gysb s caiwd  gie 0,8 claxsl cogn g kel pudlae Jlanl du B ds g5 basms o Lis
8159 3 058 oolaxal o0y 5 ooy (Lo lpo a3l (goled o Simpb 5 (yim dilusy S plgie 13 S

S e |y Hlaisyge (Sl

(VY B3, 55)  JBus gl il 0590 3 ylas 8 Kt 1y JSio
Fig. 1: Tombstone No. 1, Khalkhal Archaeology Museum (Author, 2024).
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Fig. 2: Tombstone No. 1, Mihrab motif on the upper surface of the tombstone (Author, 2024).
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Fig. 3: Tombstone No. 2, Bow and arrow with curved corners (Author, 2024).
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Fig. 4: Tombstone No. 3, Bow motif with geometric designs (Author, 2024).
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Fig. 5: Tombstone No. 3, Geometric motifs and a mihrab design (Author, 2024).
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Fig. 6: Tombstone No. 4, Bow motif and mihrab design (Author, 2024).
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Tab. 1: Tombstones bearing bow and arrow motifs from Northwest Iran (Author, 2024).
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Tab. 2: Tombstones bearing bow and arrow motifs from Northwest Iran (Author, 2024).
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